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HC puts on hold green tribunal order
on pruning trees in Vasant Vihar

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court
has put on hold an order of the
National Green Tribunalwhichal-
lowed pruning of trees in Vasant
Vihar,inapleachallenging theor-
der and alleging that approxi-
mately 800 trees have been
“pruned/lopped-off"inthe colony.

Asingle judge bench of Justice
Najmi Waziri on March 1 was
hearing a plea which had chal-
lenged the NGT's January 19 order.
The order had allowed for “further
pruning of trees” tobe carried out
by civic authorities concerned —
- DDA or MCD — in strict accor-

dance with the Delhi Preservation
of Trees Act, 1994, and guidelines
issued by the deputy conservator
of forest,(HQ)/member secretary,
Tree Authority for pruningof trees
under the Act. The HC observed
that adetailed assessmentof “ac-
tivity done by the RWA needs to
be carried out” and pruninghasto
be “stopped right away”.

Justice Waziri appointed ad-

-

vocate Aditya N Prasad as amicus
curiaetoassessthesituationatthe
site and assist the court.

Appearing for the petitioners,
senior advocate Vivek Sibal, rely-
ing upon Delhi Preservation of
Trees Act, argued that the “essen-
tial part of preservation is that a
tree should not be damaged ina
manner,whichwouldimpedeits
growth..” ENS
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