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To avert Turkey—hke quake chaos, Delhi to get emergency op centre|

JATIN ANAND
NEW DELHI APR!L 25

AN EMERGENCY Opelanons
Centre (EOC) to coordinate re-
lief in the event of a natural
disaster or calamity is coming
up in Northwest Delhi's
Shalimar Bagh, following de-
liberations over averting the
devastation that followed the
Turkey earthquake.

While the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
has already approved land for
the same, Chief Secretary Naresh

Kumar has also mooted the pos-
sibility of a similar centre for mit-
igation of fire-related incidents
occurring in the Shahjahanabad
Walled City area at Vikas
Bhawan-Ilin Civil Lines, sources
aware of developments said.

According to sources, these
were among the measures dis-
cussed ina meeting of the Delhi
Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA) chaired by L-G VK
Saxena, with Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in attendance on
March 18.

Delhi falls in Zone-IV of the
Seismic Map and large portions
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letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A day after the Delhi
high court directed the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India (ASI) to
remove encroachments in the his-
torical Tughlagabad Fort within
four weeks, the agency on Tuesday
said it will call a meeting with
stakeholders next week to discuss
how the court’s instructions can
be complied with.

Hearing pleas against rampant
encroachment around the fort, a
high court bench of chief justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and jus-
tice Subramonium Prasad on
Monday noted that in 2016, the
Supréme Court had passed an
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JANUARY 27, 2023: HT
reported that nearly 1,000
households have come up on
the encroached land in the
Tughlagabad Fort

order for the removal of encroach-
ments in the area and the ASI has
already pasted 1,248 eviction noti-

* ces on various structures within
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of housing in the city are not in
accordance with building rules
and bylaws, making them in-
herently weak and prone to
damage and making residents
“extremely vulnerable in the
event of an earthquake”, the L-
G had noted.

Saxena had also observed
thatapproaches in unauthorised
colonies were narrow, making
movement of vehicles and peo-
ple “almost impossible” in case
of any disaster.

The CM had pointed out that
a large number of buildings in
Delhi were unsafe and efforts

the monument.

On Tuesday, Praveen Singh, the
superintending archacologist of
the ASI's Delhi circle, said they
were awaiting the high court’s
order, but added that the agency
will hold deliberations next week
to ensure that court’s directions
are complied with. “We willcalla
meeting in this regard to discuss
how the comphance of the court
order can be done,” said Singh.

Rajesh Deo, deputy commis-
sioner of police (south-east), said,
“If the court has issued directions,
we are duty bound to obey the
instructions.”

ASI officials familiar with the
matter said, the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) in 1995

had been made from time to
time to conduct a survey, but ef-
fective action needed to be taken
in this regard.

According to sources, while
the Chief Secretary had also un-
derlined that Delhi did not have
a State Disaster Relief Force
(SDRF) like other metros, the
DDMA would take a leaf out of
its national counterpart with re-
gard to its ‘Aapda Mitra’
scheme.

The DDMA will train 1,800
volunteers in basic relief skills
and rescue measures so they can
support communities during

Meet on Tughlaqabad action next week

handed over 2,661 bighas of land
around the fort for maintenance.
Over the years, the land was
encroached upon, and a legal bat-
tle ensued after a public interest
litigation (PIL) was lodged by SN
Bhardwaj.

In February 2016, the Supreme
Court declared the entire Tughlag-
abad Fort as protected, and
directed ASIto prevent encroach-
ments there.

ASI officials said-the agency K

cannot undertake encroachment
removal drives without the sup-
port of other agencies, including
the police and DDA.

HT reached out to the DDA, but
officials declined to comment on
the matter.
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disaster situations, These volun-
teers, according to sources, will
be provided with an emergency
response Kit and insurance
cover, for a sum insured of Rs 5
lakh, for any bodily injury or
death claim.

In the meantime, sources
said, the DDMA has procured 53
satellite phones in consultation
with the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)
through BSNL which are ex-
pected to be vitalin any disaster-
like situation which may trigger
a communications failure.

Equipment, m consultatlon
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with NDRF, for all 11 districts ml
Delhi for effective and early re-|
sponse related to incidents olji
building collapse, uprooting oﬂ
trees and other disasters is also|
being procured, sources said.

In addition to issuing direc-|
tions for expediting training o
Aapda Mitra volunteers, Saxena
had sought to highlight the un-
predictable nature of disasters,
citing his experience of the Bhuj.
earthquake in Gujarat and also|
referred to the disastrous earth-|
quake in Turkey and frequent‘
tremors that had been expen«
enced inthe NCR.
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