DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE| " "o o5,

‘Can’t be silent spectator’; HC teIls
ASI to remove fort encroachments

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Cautioning that it
“can’t be a silent spectator”,
-Delhi High Court on Monday
directed the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) to remo-
ve encroachments in the
historic Tughlaqabad Fort
within four weeks.

“This court cannot be a si-
lent spectator (when order
has been passed by the top co-
urt). ASIisdirectedtotakeac-
tion for removal of the

LAYING SIEGE TO TUGHLAQABAD FORT
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TIMES VIEW: important
historical monuments must
be protected and preserved.
Yet, sadly, their encroachment
is common in Delhi, a city
dotted with many such
centuries-old markers, AS|
must be more vigilant and
proactive in spotting such
developments so that they can
be nipped in the bud. Allowing
the problem to escalate by
delay in action helps none
except the violators.

encroachment. The SDM and

MCD will provide all logisti-
cal support,” said a bench of
Chief JusticeSCSharmaand
Justice Subramonium Pra-
sad. It also asked Delhi Police
to provide necessary support
for the process.

The court was hearing
PILs against encroachments
in Tughlagabad Fort and no-
ted thatthe Supreme Courtin
2016 had passed an order for
their removal.

ASI told the court it has
pasted 1,248 notices on encro-

around Tughlagabad Fort,
but is unable to proceed furt-
hertill it gets assistance from
the police and MCD. ASI ex-
pressed helplessness in re-
moving the illegal structures
on account of ‘non-coopera-
tion’ by other authorities.

HC then warned it would
order personal appearance
of top officials, including the
ASI director, MCD and police
commissioners and the sub-
divisional magistrate, if its
orders arenot complied with.

Last year, the court had

granted six weeks as a “last
indulgence” to ASI to remove
the encroachments even as
the latter pleaded inability
to do so due to non-coopera-
tion of other departments.
However, counsels for MCD,
DDA and other authorities
assured they would provide
full assistance to. ASI. The
bench had then asked BSES
to cooperate as electricity
connection at the site needed
to be snapped before remo-
ving the encroachments
and called for status reports

from the authorities.

The high court has already
prohibited all land transac-
tionsand buildingactivities in
the area and expressed con-
cern over “rampant and una-
bated” illegal construction in
the fort complex despite the
Supreme Court disallowing it.

The court had earlier also
noted that the apex court’s di-
rectien to protect the historic
fort, built in 1321 AD by the fo-
under of the Tughlaq dynas-
ty, Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlagq,
was being violated.

lached properties inside and

‘Create recreational spaces
between Rajghat & Red Fort’

Siddhanta.Mishra@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Lieutenant governor VK
Saxena has directed the Public Works
Department (PWD) to create perma-
nentpublicrecreational spaces
on Ring Road between Rajghat
and Red Fort.

Thedepartment, which is al-
ready workingon beautification
work at Mathura Road near Pra-
gati Maidan and on the Ring Ro-
ad stretch near Salimgarh Fort,
has been asked to set up hawker
zones, food courts, public toilets and gre-
en areas between Rajghat and Red Fort.

“Notonly forthe G20 summit, theidea
is also to create new spaces for the public
to spend time around Salimgarh Fort,
Rajghat and Pragati Maidan in future as
well,” said an official at Raj Niwas.

“Currently, the work is going on to
upgradetheexistinginfrastructureand
utilise empty and unused spaces on the
Ring Road stretch. At Salimgarh Fort,
setting up of a food court and other be-
autification works are going on. These
developments will attract more public
to this historical site. During his recent

visit, the LG took stock of the works,”
added the official.

The department has also been direc-
ted to take up beautification work on Bha-
iron Margnear Gate Number 4 of Pragati
Maidan, Similar work is already going on
at Gate Number 6, which islikely tobe the
main entrance for the foreign
dignitaries to the convention
centre, said aPWD official.

Besides these, all the empty
spaces around the convention
centre are being converted into
ecological zones. Scores of fore-
ign dignitaries will be visiting
the convention centre, which

will be the main venue for the G20 sum-

mit, later this year.

The LG has also given directions
to beautify the flyover opposite Kashme-
re Gate ISBT with decorative lighting
and fresh painting.

A plan for seamless walking between
some of the important destinations in
that area on Mathura Road—Purana Qi-
la, Pragati Maidan, Delhi Zoo, Interna-
tional Trade Promotion Organisation
and Sher Shah Suri Gate—was also revi-
ewed recently by Saxena. Delhi Develop-
ment Authority is working on this plan.

Thestretch gains importance because
the foreigners coming to Delhi are likely
tovisit Rajghat, Red Fort and other areas,
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Free bus passes, insurance: Welfare D2ATED
focus on new group — labourers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 24

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind Kejriwal
held a high-level meeting with
the Labour department toreview
the functioning of the Delhi
Building and Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board on
Monday.

He directed the officials con-
cerned to adopt welfare meas-
ures such as housing, travelling,
and setting up coaching facilities
for labourers in the city.

Expressing his concerns re-
garding the paucity of such poli-
cies, the CM instructed the de-
partment to formulate an action
plan to utilise at least 25% of its
funds on workers' welfare this
year.

The CM has instructed the de-
partment to provide free bus
passes and group life insurance
along with verification of all 13
lakh registered workers.
Additionally, the Delhi govern-
ment has announced subsidised

housing for construction work-

ers and will also provide transit
hostels to migrant labourers
working in the city, said the gov-
ernment in a statement.

The government has an-
nounced that toolkits and skill
training for masons, plumbers,
electricians, carpenters, and
painters will be provided on a
large scale.

Kejriwal alsoannounced free
coaching for children of workers
along with créche facilities on
sites.

The meeting was attended by
labour minister Raaj Kumar
Anand and senior officials of de-
partments concerned.

Kejriwal also expressed his
displeasure with the Board's in-
ability toreach outtoevery single
construction worker of Delhi.“If
the department is extending the
benefit of these schemes to
barely 400-500 people in the
name of applications for a
scheme, then there is no point
running this department itself,”
he said.

He directed officials to con-
ductaproper exercise along with

teams of the revenue depart-
ment to verify its registrations by
this June. The CM said that pen-
sions are given to only 500 new
beneficiaries, said officials.

“Upon this, the CM directed
officials to find out and submit
the number of registered work-
ersaged above 60 years withina
week, so the benefit of pension
can be extended,” said the
government.

Further, the government is
planning to allocate LIG flats to
construction workers, by bearing
75%of the cost, while the benefi-
ciary will only be liable to pay
25%.

The Chief Minister directed
the board to meet with officials
ofland-owning agencies like the
DDA, M(CD, DUSIB and DSIIDCto
chart out a plan as to how land
canbe distributed to the govern-
ment to this end. He asked offi-
cials to explore the possibility of
both getting constructed houses
from these agencies as well as
land on which the government
can constructhouses and hostels
onits own, said officials.
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