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How Walkablllty Plan Will Create Space
For Pedestrians, Cyclists At Mandi House

Surface Parking Lots To Be Shifted, Footpaths Made Continuous For Ease Of Movement

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Footpaths will be
continuous and the surface
parking lots will be shifted to
create space for pedestrians
and cyclists. Hurdles on the
footpaths will be removed
even as multi-function zones
and green spaces will be crea-
ted, all to streamline the mo-
vement of pedestrians. Road
engineering overseer Unified
Traffic and Transportation
Infrastructure Centre (UTTI-
PEC) approved these measu-
Tes on Monday to improve
walkability at Mandi House.
While the Stage I proposal
has been approved, with some
changes, by an UTTIPEC com-
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ity footpaths arelikea
nerve system. When they

are not connected witheach
other, they cease to be safe for
pedestrians and, consequently,
are not preferred. When
footpaths are interlinked,
people are encouraged to walk
onthem. This helpsreducea
city's carbon footprint. The
areaaround Mandi House is
the city's art centre. A plan
like this will improve its
approach and betterits
ambience for walkers.

mittee chaired by lieutenant
governor V K Saxena, the wal-
kability plan consultant wasas-
ked to share project detailswith
other agencies concerned, in-
cluding NDMC, which claimed
to have already implemented
some components to improve
walkability in thearea.
“Whiletheexecutingagency
for the project will be New Delhi
Munieipal Council, the meeting
on Monday emphasised discus-
sions between NDMC and Delhi
Traffic Police were important,”
said a DDA official. “NDMC
might have worked on some of

A CAKEWALK FOR COMMUTERS

» Stage-1 of walkability
plan for area around Mandi
House approved by UTTIPEC

Barakhamba Road, Tansen
Marg, Safdar Hashmi Marg,
Sikandra Road, Bhagwan
Das Road, Copernicus Marg
and Ferozeshah Road

» Aim Is to ease
pedestrian and traffic -
movement around TS
institutions, such as
National School of Drama,
Madern School, Lady Irwin
College, Mandi House,
Bengali Market, etc

» Plan will be integrated
with the Mandi House metro
interchange, Tilak Bridge

railway station and
HRTC bus stand mh
» NDMC claimsto  *
have already carried out
some work. 50, consultant
asked to share plan with all
the agencies concerned
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these measures, but the propo-
sed plan is based on the walkahi-
lity policy of UTTIPEC with
emphasis on allowing free mo-
vement of pedestrians.”

The LGsald, “Theplanaims
to improve footpaths around
the circle and on seven radial
roads and ease pedestrian and
traffic cireulation around insti.
tutions such as National School

of Drama, Modern School, La-
dy Irwin College, Mandi House,
Bengali Market, etc. The propo-
sal is to integrate the plan with
Delhi Metro's Mandi House in-
terchange station, Tilak Bridge
railway station and the Hima-
chal Road Transport Corpora-
tion bus stop.”

Ta begin with, the plan
suggests a continuous foot-

path along Tansen Marg,
which at present is disrupted
at various points. It also pro-
poses medians and a channe-
lising island at the entrance,
table-top crossings at the mi-

nor intersections and shif-.

ting of the service road there
to enable use of the space for
eyelists and pedestrians.
Likewise, the plan high-
lights the discontinuous foot-

path on Copernicus Marg,
which isaspotof vehicle-pedest-
rian conflict. It suggests develo-
ping a footpath and cyele track
together, creating a pick-up po-
int next to the carriageway. Si-
milarly, the plan noted the dis-
continuity caused by a minorin-
tersection near Doordarshan
Bhawan on Bhagwan Das Eoad
and construction of a toilet
block next tothe footpath there.
On Safdar Hashmi Marg it
hasbeensuggested thatthe sur-
face parking on the edge of the
carriageway be shifted to a buf-
fer zone created toaccommoda-
te utilities and street fixtures.
NDMC officials disclosed
that tasksalready implemen-
ted at the Mandi House roun-
dabout were discussed at a
DDA-UTTIPEC meeting four
months ago. “We have yet to
get the report presented in
the UTTIPEC meeting. We
will go through this and tcy
to implement the reasonable
points,” said an official.
Overall, the plan is to have
footpaths equally divided on
both sides of the carriageway
by maintaining the same
width of the road as now. “The
surface quality and the pavers
aretobetaken careof properly
and unwanted materials such
as dry vegetation, construc-
tion debris and garbage, sho-
uld be regularly disposed of
Vendors can be relocated or
can be assigned a certain
width, apart from minimum
walkable width of L8 metres
ot the footpath,” says the plan.
It adds, "The presence of
utilities like signage, dust-
bins, electric boxes, manho-
les, telecom utilities, street-
lights, bollards and utility
poles hinder pedestrian mo-
vement and can be relocated
to the buffer zones.”




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE
1 3d & A BT
NAME OF NEWSPAF’ERS----~-------—— 7 e, 22 Wi, 2023 P w R 1 TN, &% i gfima
_-—-_ 4 fereeht « T A Harelay
W fereelt 27 e ) el
Eﬁ[ I|.'-|Ej Eﬁﬁqa Emﬁ[a)g[ Eﬁ]l@[w 2T g 8 3 AT
m%am%ﬁm;amgﬁ
® G5 [C ] 7 i oY e H gfel
Rl T30 L 1 s ookl et s
_— e T o | ey =T T e
o T T e | o o o PR oep ol R b
Wﬁ?ﬁ*ﬂﬁfﬁﬂ? s g Ei e R R 2 e b 9 < qarn b i a3 T af Yefafer @ oreva Bt | Ut el & el &
P N P qrefl Srenfrl 30 # dfd 38 am e Ao 87 I WER WigERTE X W figemms @t apffer 12
AT UL W g Taes? wete o1 get o) Ay & e g IveEH A @ ARp S W agd it dt TS 7 B AU ) e
potind Qv it SOl 4 kIR sonRUR AR g s 315w o ve ol 3 B8 5 20 AT SRR TR
A % o o e 20O R | €18 o o1 e o, o o o ey Y 3l 4
g A e @ g AR W E wdewH Al g A-Ao I E12007% e T, v &) i ot 3R sia Siferadrn IR PR A B8l b
AR SR X wit Lo & 5 SRR o3 e a1 o FRr 80 e 8 6 @) T |t e a8t e Y ugd Aen R |
5 S T P A ol 3113¢ & ffesn amAGaas A Sy AP SN $H DI S R T | afteraafait & st
T m@ﬁm 201 & 7 g 9 |98 e 8 T ) il TRy ISR 1 e W 8l e E e o B
W“é‘;’*“ﬁm%@ WRAINEO WA | Qi e IRE R | O HReR S R s adf Az T R AR |
s e e e & AR T, [ PO TG 6 2 g TR N\ 320 el 5 |
T 7 FR W A gqai‘qﬁﬁlgarﬁﬁaamuma
| A-RAemie W M WRet wH2041 ® TR A = '

sfufE & ogER o
i wferst 2018 H
afegfan g, afe onf
T WA e @ R
WH e G T
I8 © & T 70 wioww

N UH WY A

: W SAglemeff W wgE

TR TR T R

| YAl T2 o i 2
T TS 3 3T FeitE
4wt erenfedl & fog =i
TR ST SR St Sl

TG | TS T8 Wik, g,
woy gfefds, ok anfe & forg
e wentt eT-2022 H
el forpr TAEE § SR
iR F st @ % feg
oot fomm atfafFaw 1957 &
Feera o et e € A

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2023

LG launches plantation drive

New Delhi: On the occasion of International Day of Forests, lie-
utenant governor VK Saxena launched a plantation drive for res-
toration of the Yamuna floodplain on an 11-km stretch in northe-
ast Delhi. A triple grid plant cover consisting of 4 lakh riverine
grasses in the first layer, a second layer of 70,000 bamboo trees
and the third layer of 13,500 flowering trees will be developed on
thisstretch, which had turned into adumpyard, said officials.

-1

About 10,000 students took part in the plantation programme,

Union environment minister Bhupender Yadav was also present.

“Following an NGT order, work on rejuvenation of the Yamuna

isgoingon in mission mode and going by the results thatare visible

# THEINDIAN EXPRESS,

Plantation drive held
at Yamuna floodplains

New Delhi: Over4 lakhsaplings willadorn an 11-
km stretch of Yamuna floodplains in Northeast
Delhi, the DDA stated, following a plantation
drive by L-G V K Saxena and Union Minister for
Environment, Forests and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav on International Day of Forests.

The drive, which saw the plantation of 5,000
saplings, is part of the restoration of the Yamuna
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"Removed all encroachments from
‘Yamuna floodplain

1

STAFF REPORTERS NEW DELHI

The Delhi Develdopment
Authority (DDA) on
Tuesday told the Delhi High
Court it has removed
‘encroachments from the
Yamuna floodplains here and
demolished the jhuggis which
were directed to be vacated by
a single judge last week.

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma,
while hearing an appeal by the

_jhuggi dwellers against the sin-

%Ie judge order, asked DDA to

ile an affidavit in relation to the
exercise.

“Has the demolition taken
place?” asked the bench, also
comprising Justice
Subramonium Prasad, to which
the counsel for DDA respond-
‘ed, “Yes, it has been complet-
ed. It is over”

Advocate Prabhsahay Kaur;
appearing for the DDA, said
notice was given before the
demolition in compliance with
the requirements and the occu-
pants were informed about the
nearest DUSIB shelter.

“Counsel appearing for
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court that encroachment has
already been removed... Let an
affidavit be filed,” said the
bench. Ve

Advocate Kamlesh Kumar
Mishra, representing the appel*
lants, said the occupants had
been farming on the land for
the last many years, and also
raised: the issue of their reha-
bilitation. * .

Residents of Moolchand
basti located on the Yamuna
floodplains at Bela Estate,
Rajghat had moved the single
judge earlier claiming that
DDA and Delhi Police officials
had visited them in August
2022 and threatened them to
vacate their jhuggis, otherwise
the same will be demolished
forcefully. -

The court said if the basti
was covered under the list of
notified cluster, it would be
dealt with as per the applicable
policy and there are orders of
the National Green Tribunal
calling for clearing the Yamuna
floodplains. :

“There are at least half a

dozen NGT orders saying clear

s, DDA tells

DDA has stated before this

HC
i

- o e

the Yamuna plains,” said the
court. .

During the hearing, Kaur
told the court that despite
being given three days’ time
by the single judge, none of
the  occupants vacated the
premises and the authority
was under official orders to
vacate the land within a fort-
night.

“An -eco-tourism park is
being developed here,” she
said, adding that the issue of
removal of encroachment in

the present case has been -

looked-into by several courts,
including the Supreme Court.

“Fathers of petitioners in
this case have lost up to the
Supreme Court and this was
concealed in the writ peti-
tion,” she claimed. -

The single judge had
recorded that the residents
had concealed certain mate-
rial facts, as recorded in its
order of August 17, 2022,
regarding earlier litigations
challenging eviction by their
fathers and grandfathers
which had attained finality till
the Supreme Court.

=T ———
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