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Stuck between Delhi govtand DDA, a
project to revwe 900 lakesin capltal

EF NIRRT 7
.

ABHlNAYA HARIGIJVIND
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 4

THE DELHI government’s ‘City of
Lakes’ projectisin jeopardy after
it has had to “return” to the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
water bodies that it was meant to
work on and rejuvenate.
Officials in the Dethi Jal Board
said that more than 500 water
bodies have been “returned” to
the DDA. The DDA had granted
no-objection certificates to DJB
for work on these water bodies.
“A majority of the water bod-
ies in Delhi are owned by the DDA
and these have been sentback to
them. The departments in the
DDA and the DJB are both engi-
neering departments and the
DDA's question was why they
should not do this (rejuvenation
of water bodies) themselves,”
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At Bhalswa lake, one of the lakes being ‘returned’ to the DDA

said a DB official who is assodi-
ated with the project. The official
added that the process of retumn-
ing these water bodies began
around amonth ago, and was un-
derway even on Monday, when
seven were returned.

ADDA official associated with
water bodies said, “We hadissued
NOCs on the request of the DJB.

But they have now returned it.
They have written letters now
saying that these are being re-
tumned. These are policy decisions
that have been made."

On many of the water bodies
that are now being returned,
work has notbegun. “Onamajor-
ity of water bodies that are being
returned, work has not hap-

pened. Tenders were invited but
not awarded. Now, on these, DJB
will not work,” the official said.
Foraround 150 of these water
bodies, the DJB had issued ten-
ders but these had not yet been
awarded. Among the prominent
ones that have been returmed are
the Satpula lake, Tihar lake,
Bhalswa lake, Tikri Khurd lake
and a lake in Rani Khera. At the
Satpula lake, no significant work
had begun on the field since ten-
ders were called multiple times
and were not awarded. For Tihar
Lake as well, tenders were invited.
Work by the DJB has been
completed on 35 water bodies
and was underway in seven.
“There were two main com-
ponents to the work that was to
be done on these water bodies.
One was to ensure clean water
supply in the water body and the
second was to clean up the place

and ensure agood ambience. The
DJB was initially planning on do-
ing all the work, including the
landscaping, by itself. Now, all of
the work will have to be taken up
by the DDA,” the official said.
“The work that falls under the
DJB's ambit, whichis tolay anin-
tercepting drain near the Bhalswa
lake, will be done by the DJB. But
the overall work, which is work
like cleaning of the pond and
landscaping, will now have to be
done by the DDA,” he explained.
“The DJB will maintain the
water bodies on which work has
already been completed. We have
sent amemorandum of under-
standing to the DDA in this regard
for approval,” the official said.
According to the DDC website,
the Delhi government aimed to
revive 500 lakes. Inthe first phase,
250 water bodies and 15 lakes
were identified for rejuvenation.
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Local sewage treatment
projects to clean Yamuna

Paras Singh

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment on Wednesday cleared pro-
jects planned at a cost of 3570
crore to reduce pollution in the
Yamuna with a focus on develop-
ing decentralised sewage treat-
ment plants (DSTPs) in rural and
unauthorised areas of the city that
are currently not covered by the
sewage network

These projects include the con-
struction of DSTPs in several areas
.of the Bawana and Mundka belt
along with the laying of sewer
lines in the unauthorised colonies
and rural areas of the outer Delhi

on.
Deputy chief minister Manish
Sisodia, who is also the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) chairman, said the
water utility is working jin a
phased manner to upgrade the
sewage system in the Capital to
ensure that no untreated effluents
are released into the Yamuna.
“We have decided to set up
DSTPs in unauthorised colonies
and residential areas. While it is
not easy to lay pipelines all over
the place for large STPs, it is possi-
ble to construct low capacity
DSTPsata low cost. The construc-
tion will use space sparingly and
these plants will be aesthetically

' good,” he added.

Under the projects approved on
Wednesday, the water utility will
carry-out construction of DSTPs,
with a cumulative capacity of
26MLD (million litres per day),
and waste water pumping stations
in colonies such as Nizampur,
Ghevra, Kanjhawala, and Moham-
madpur Manjri under Mundka
assembly constituency.

The DJB will spend 3427.6
crore on constructing DSTPs and
laying sewer lines in these rural
areas, while ¥132.6 crore will be
spent on similar facilities and sew-
age network in nine villages and
24 unauthorised colonies in
Bawana region.

Currently, untreated sewage
from these areas is released into
the Yamuna.

These plants will be run on
IFAS technology (integrated fixed
film activated sludge) which
involves adding an attached
growth media to an activated
sludge tank to facilitate biomass
growth and strengthen the treat-
ment process, the DJB official
explained.

According to the 2022 eco-
nomic survey, Delhi has an
installed capacity to treat around
597MGD (million gallons per day)
of sewage. The government has
said STPs with a total capacity of

239MGD will be added to the sew-
age treatment infrastructure by
June 2023,

The Sewage Treatment Aug-
mentation Action Plan for 2041
proposes 56 DSTPs with a cumula-
tive capacity of 95MGD while
another 240MGD capacity is
expected to be added via such
decentralised units in land pooling
areas,

A senior DJB official working
on the project said DSTPs lead to
big cost saving. “In some cases, the
cost saving related to transporta-
tion infrastructure for effluentsis
around 80%. Moreover, since the
water in these DSTPs is treated
near the source, the treated waste-
water can be used locally for horti-
culture purposes, irrigation and
rejuvenation of water bodies,” the
official said, asking not to be
named.

The water utility has been push-
ing for DSTPs since 2019 at least,
but non-availability of land was
hindering the projects.

A DJB official said currently, the
board hasa proposal to construct
41 such treatment units but land is
available only at 28 sites. "We are
pursuing land owning agencies
such as the Delhi development
Authority and the revenue depart-
ment for land at the other sites,”
the official said.
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ASKS LG TO STOP ‘INTERFERING’ IN GOVT WORK

Dy CM demands CBI probe into
Rs 6,000 crore ‘scam’ in MCD

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on
Wednesday wrote to Lieu-
tenant Governor V K Saxena
demanding a CBI probe into the
alleged Rs 6,000 crore scam in
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD).

Sisodia also hit out at the LG
for “interfering” in the Delhi
government’s work and order-
ing probes into “fake cases”
against the Arvind Kejriwal-
led dispensation.

The deputy chief minister
alleged that he had apprised
the LG about corruption in the
MCD two months ago, but he
did not initiate any measure.

Let alone processing the
request, the LG didn’t even
acknowledge the letter, he
claimed.

“I want to draw your atten-

tion towards my earlier letter in
connection with the Rs 6,000
crore corruption in the MCD.
You did not order a CBI probe
into the matter which I raised
two months ago. You are setting
anewrecord in ordering probes
into fake cases in order to stop
the government’s work but you
are unable to see corruption in
the MCD;” Sisodia wrote in the
letter in Hindi.

“You are illegally interfering
in the work of the elected gov-
ernment instead of paying atten-
tion to public issues... I request
you to order a CBI probe into
the MCD scam,” he said.

Further, he said the Consti-
tution has entrusted the LG with
the responsibility of streamlin-
ing the Delhi Police’s function-
ing, but crime in the city has
been “on the rise”.

He said the LG, being the
chief of the Delhi Develop-

ment Authority (DDA), has the
responsibility of managing it but
alleged that the mafia occupies
its land at several places.

“If you (the LG) show the
same interest in stopping rapes
and reducing crimes in Delhi,
the people will feel relieved in
just two to four months. If you
get the land freed from the
mafia, it can be used for public
welfare schemes such as schools
and hospitals, the deputy chief
minister said.

Sisodia also alleged that the
LG has ordered a probe into

the free electricity scheme but

it will bear no fruit just like the
officials “found no wrongdo-
ings” in their investigations
into the alleged irregularities
in the excise policy and the pro-
curement of buses by the Delhi
Transport Corporation.

Sisodia further alleged in
the letter that the LG got his
house raided by the CBI but they
couldn’t find anything.

He said all the investigations
ordered by the LG against the
democratically elected govern-
ment of Delhi are bogus and
baseless. They are based on fab-
ricated facts because of which
nothing came out, he added.

“You and the Bharatiya
Janata Party created so much
ruckus about the so-called
liquor scam in Delhi together.
You directed the CBI to raid my
house. But what came out of it?
Nothing, he wrote in the letter.

He said the LG also initi-

ated an investigation against
the democratically elected gov-
ernment of Delhi for allegedly
committing a scam in the con-
struction of schools but nothing
came out in that investigation
either. “Above are just a few
examples. The reality is that
there is a word going around
in every department to either
produce anything genuine or
fake against the democratically
elected government as per the
diktat of the LG or else be ready
to get suspended by the LG.
“The Delhi government
is honest. We fear no one, no
investigation can shake our
spirit;’ Sisodia wrote in the letter.
The deputy CM requested
Saxena to focus on the “real
scam”. “I request you to rise
above petty politics and imme-
diately order a CBI inquiry into
the matter of Rs 6,000 crore cor-
ruption in the MCD;” he said.
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