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Pooling Resources To Beat The Heat

DDA, MCD And NDMC Make Swimming Facilities Available To The Public

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI |
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: What better than
a dive into a swimming pool
to beat the summer heat!
With the temperatures firm-
1y in the high 30s, low 40s, Del-
hi Development Authority,
New Delhi Municipal Coun-
cil and Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi are making the-
ir pools available to the peo-
ple. The civic bodies are also
assessingapplicationsforno-
objection certificates by pri-
vate pool operators.

DDA runs 17 pools in the
city, and of them 12 are alrea-
dy open for swimmers aged
above five years. “There is a
limit to how many people we
can permit per batch,” saida
DDA official. “For an Olym-
pic size pool (50m x 25m), 80
people are allowed in a batch.
Such pools are at Sri Fort,
Commonwealth Village and
Yamuna Sports Complex. For
a pool half that size, we allow
only 40 peopleata time.”

The specially abled can
use the DDA facility at the Va-
sant Kunj Sports Complex.
“We have created ramps and
installed other infrastructu-
re to make it convenient for
physically challenged people.
Even a wheelchair-bound
person can access the pool
with ease,” said the official.

Of the five pools not yet
open, four at the Commonwe-
alth Games Village, Paschim
Vihar, Ashok Vihar and Chilla

ALL SET TO TAKE THE PLUNGE

DDA
Total swimming pools i
17
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Operational
»All pools in sports complexe

»A disabled-friendly facility at

operational

»Four pools at
Commonwealth Games
Village, Paschim Vihar,
Ashok Vihar and

Chilla Sports

Complex await

NoCs and likely to become
operational in a week
»Siri Fort Facility undergoing
renovation, to become opera-
tional in July

Things to know

session at Olympic-sized pools
(25x50 metres)

»40 allowed in small pools
(12.5x25 metres)
»Can be used by all
age groups after prior
booking online

» Children above 5 years allowed
with parental supervision

Vasant Kunj Sports Complex also.

»Max 80 people allowed in one:
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NDMC
Sarojini Nagar, Laxmi Bai Nagar

up to 18 years
operational till September

' Operatmnal
»These include pools at Sector 3, 14 in Rohini, Shalimar Bagh, Kes-
havpuram, Chandni Chowk, Pitampura, CP and Paschim Vihar

»3 poals in its schools—Mandir Marg,

»Most of these will remain ?-;g s

All-weather pools
»DDA pool at Sri Fort,
Commeonwealth Village and

4 »Momings reserved % Yamuna Sports Complex
for NDMC studentsand 7 *y can be visited throughout
evenings (4-8 pm) for those a@-rg\m year, except in Dec- Jan

7 »NDMC planning to turn
s/ the Mandir Marg facility
! into an all-weather pool

Sports Complex areawaitinga
no-objection clearance from
MCD whilethefifthat Siri Fort
is undergoing renovation and
will beready at July-end.

NDMC's three swimming
poolsarealready openforstu-
dents aged upto 18 years, The
charges arearound Rs500 per
person per month. “We run

the facilities from 6.30am to
10.30am and from 4pm to 8pm.
The morning shift is for
NDMC students, the evening
one for outsiders,” said

NDMC vice-chairman Satish
Upadhyay. “One hour in the
evening is meant exclusively
for female members.”

NDMC has also received
applications for NOC from 35
places, including private
sports complexes, hotels and
schools, said Upadhyay.

MCD has 15 swimming po-
ols, with 14 of them operatio-
nal, including in sectors 3and
14 in Rohini, Shalimar Bagh3
Keshavpuram, Chandni
Chowk, Pitampura, Con-
naught Place and Paschim Vi-
har. “We've been requested to
provide NoC by some private
operatorsand ourofficialsare
visiting the facilities to assess
them,” an MCD official said.

The seasonal swimming
pools usually remain open till
September and require fresh
permission every year from
various agencies, including
MCD, NDMC, Sports Authori-
ty of India and Delhi Police.
There are, however, all-weat-
her pools that operate year ro-
und. DDA has these at Siri
Fort, Cornmonwealth Village
and Yamuna Sports Complex,
while NDMC plans to make
the Mandir Marg Facility into
anall-weather pool.

“For the operation of the-
se pools, we have to follow
strict guidelines such as ma-
intaining the water tempera-
ture at 24-26 degree Celsius.
Usually, these pools remain
in disuse in December-Janu-
ary,” said the DDA official.
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NEW DELHI: Chief minister Arv-
ind Kejriwal on Wednesday
directed the Delhi Jal Board to
work on checking water contam-
ination, besides increasing the
overall water supply in the Capi-
tal to 1,060 million gallons per
day (MGD) over the next six
months, officials aware of the
matter said.

A government spokesperson
said that several factors contrib-
uting to water contamination
have been identified, including
outdated water treatment plants,
damaged pipelines, presence of
nitrates or ammonia in some
areas and overflow of sewage
lines. “Instructions have been
given to modernise these facili-
ties to ensure optimal water
quality,” the official said,

from excessive turbidity and
their upgrade is crucial to meet
the quality standards,” the offi-
clal quoted above said. At
present, DJB has four non-oper-
ational ammonia removal plants
which will be operationalised
within the next three months,
according to officials. k

To increase water supply from
current 990 MGD, the CM asked
DIBto install around 450 tubew-
ells in Delhi over the next six
months, for which he asked to
expedite efforts to acquire land
inrequired areas. A DJB official
said DDA land has been identi-
fied and necessary permissions
have been obtained to install
tube wells at 450 locations. “In
the first phase, the installation of
450 tubewells across various
locations will resultin a 70 MGD
increase in water capacity
within,” the official said. Out of
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16 arterial roads in the north-
west and west Delhi areas of
Sultanpuri, Mangolpuri, Pas-
chim Vihar, and Jwalapuri.
PWD minister Atishi said that
the projects will improve the
condition of roads and make
them more durable.

These 16 roads and stretches
under the package include
Kanjhawala Road, Avantika
Chowk, H Block road in Sultan-
pur, Kala Mandir Cinema Road
in Mangolpuri, Tank Road, B
Block, G/F Block, BBlock and G
Block roads in Sultanpuri,
Prem Sukh Road in west Detlhi,
R Block Jwalapuri to Guru
Harikishan Nagar Sai Mandir
road, Jwalapuri Road, Vindhy-
achal Apartments to Virat
Cooperative Society road,
Laxmi Narayan Marg, and

Saint Mark’'s School to DDA
 Market road.
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Forest dept flags violations
at Smriti Van in Vasant Kunj

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY ?

IN A submission made to the
National Green Tribunal (NGT),
the principal chief conservator of
forests (PCCF) of the Delhi forest
department hasflagged activities
that “appeared to be in violation
of the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980" at Smiriti Van inVasant Kunj,
an area that is part of the south-
central ridge and is notified as re-
serve forest.

Smriti Van is being main-
tained by the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA).

The violations listed include a
permanent structure constructed
and used during Chhath Puja, a
water body spread over 5 acres
beingused for discharge of waste-
water from residential areas, a
sewage treatment plant for the
construction of which “no prior
approval was obtained from cen-
tral government”,a concrete base
used for a gazebo “without prior
approval”, cemented bases for
electric poles, a samadhi sthal, a
water pond made of concrete, in-
terlocking tiles and paver stones
on walking tracks, and an open

Paver stones on walking
tracks were also includedin
the list of violations. Photo
from the submission made to NGT

gym and benches.

An NGT order issued in
Septemberlast year had soughta
response from the forest depart-
ment, inacasein whichtheappli-
cant had said Smriti Van was be-
ing used in unauthorised manner.

The area was then inspected
by the south forest division in
December last year, when the vi-
olations were found, according to
the submission made by the PCCF.

After the inspection, the
deputy conservator of forests
(south division) had issued a no-
tice to the DDA in December last
year.Inresponse, the DDA had in-

formed that the SmritiVan parkis
being maintained as per a land-
scape plan since 1992, “which al-
lowed essential civil and electri-
cal work" and public amenities
were “installed only for public
convenience.” The DDA had also
informed the department thatthe
STP had been installed by the
Delhi Jal Board and a no-objection
certificate was given by the DDA,
on the condition that approvals
were to be taken by the DJB from
the forest department. The PCCF's
submission states a copy of NOC
has not been provided by DDA.
Ameetingwas held by the for-
est department with DDA in
February 2023, and DDA repre-
sentatives had said treated water
from STP will be used for "green-
ing" of south-central ridge and is
“"hence to be treated as forestry ac-
tivity." The DDA’s representative
had agreed to remove interlock-
ing tiles and not use any cement.
However, an inspection this
month found that structures were
the same, The forest departrent
hasissued anotice Tuesdaytothe
DDAtoprovideabriefon theland-
scape plan "“so that extent of vio-
lationunder Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980, can be determined.”
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To prevent waterlogging, all sewer lines
in capital to be cleaned in next 5 yrs: CM
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NEW DELHI, MAY 17

ALLSEWERIines inDelhi wdl be

cleaned in five years to prevent

outflows and waterlogging, ac-

cording toChief Minister Arvind 3
Kejriwal. I(e_mwa] rewewed a plan

Ina meeting with Delhi Jal  in this regard duringaa

Board(DJB)officials, Kejriwalre-  meeting with DJB officials,
viewed aplan Wednesday to  Wednesday

clean the sewer system in the

city, which, according to a note
from the CM's office, hasnever  and desilted, and the desilting
beendonebefore. Thecleaning  process is to be documented
istobedoneinfive phasesinfive  throughvideorecordings,inad-
years.Thetotal length of sewer  ditiontopreparingacalendarto
lines in Delhi is 9,000 km. ensure regular cleaning cycles.

All trunk sewer lines, which
are main lines that receive
sewage frommultiple branches
in the svstem, will be cleaned

While 20% of all trunk sewer
lines will be cleaned each year,
allsewer linesare tobe cleaned
at least once within five years.

According to the communi-
cation from the CM's office, “ini-
tially, the planisto desilt 45 km
of these sewer lines, with com-
pletion targeted for March
2024",

DJB officials have informed
the CM that seweroutflows due
toclogging of trunk linesalsore-
sult in contamination of
water.

Todealwith the issue of con-
taminated water, Kejriwal has
asked the D|B toframe an action
plan. Instructions have also
been issued to the DB to mod-
ernise “outdated" water treat-
ment plants to prevent contam-
ination and ensure the removal
ofammonia from drinking wa-
ter. Four ammonia removal
plants are expected to be oper-

ational in around two months.

High ammonia levels in the
Yamuna at Wazirabad tend to
disrupt water supplyinthe city.

Additional tubewells are
also being installed to draw
groundwater and ensure in-
creased availability of raw wa-
ter. In the first phase, 450 tube
wells are being installed in six
months toincrease water avail-
ability by 70 MGD (million gal-
lons per day), taking the total
quantity of water produced in
the city to 1,060 MGD.

Kejriwal has also asked the
DJB to expedite the acquisition
of DDA-owned land to facilitate
the installation of these tube-
wells by October this year. Flow
meters to prevent wastage of
water are also to be installed at
all primary and secondary un-
derground reservoirs by June 1.
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PWD min Atishi approves repair,
maintenance of 16 main city roads

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Public Works
Department (PWD) Minister
Atishi has approved repairs
and maintenance of 16 major
city roads to make them more
durable as well as improve their
ride quality.

This project will improve
the condition of roads in north-
west and west Delhi, and it will
be done in a time-bound man-

ner to ensure commuters do:

not face inconvenience, the
minister said.

These roads include Kan-
jhawala Road, Road No. 316
and Road No. A-2 from Avan-
1 tika Chowk Lo Pole Star School,

H-Block Road in Sultanpur and
Kala Mandir Cinema Road in
Mangolpuri.

Tank Road, B-Block Road,
G/F Block Road, B-Black
Road and G-Block Road in
Sultanpuri, Prem Sukh Road
in West Delhi, R-Block Jwala-
puri to Guru Harikishan Nagar
Sai Mandir Road, 60 Ft Road
in Jwalapuri, Capital Plaza
Markel to Jahaj Apartments
Road, Vindhychal Apart-
ments to Virat Cooperative
Society Road, Laxmi Nara-
yan Marg, and Saint Mark’s
School to DDA Market Road
are also being covered by
the project.

The government is working

in a planned manner to identify
and address issues that affect
the condition of roads, Atishi
said.

This project utilises mod-
ern techniques and assess-
ment by experts, and repairs
and strengthening will ensure
that these roads can withstand
heavy traffic and any weather
condition, she said.

The minister said the
Delhi government is work-
ing in a systematic manner to
improve the condition of these
roads.

The focus is on their upkeep
as they were constructed a
long time ago and now require
maintenance, she said.




