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Bid To Regulate Commercial
Activities At Parking Sites

DDA Amends MPD2021 Provisions For Multi-Level Facilities

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has
broughtanamendmentinthe
Master Plan for Delhi 2021 to
regulate commercial deve-
lopment at new multi-level
car parking (MLCP)sites.

As per arecent gazette no-
tification, the modified provi-
sions mandate that MLCPs
should be located on roads
that are 12 metres or above in
width, subject to feasibility
report from a competent
agency and no-objection cer-
tificate from the traffic police
and other statutory bodies.

The notification states
that while existing develop-
ment control norms will con-
tinue for ML.CPs already de-
signated by local bodies, the
earlier floor area ratio (FAR)
of 100 will not be applicable
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OFFICIAL SAYS

While clarifying and
refining the norms, it
was seen that 100 FAR
(floor area ratio) for a
big site doesn’t make
sense as there

would be too much
commercial component

|

td

for new projects. While the
minimum plot size has to be
0f'1,000sqm, 100 FAR would be
allowed on plots of the size of
3,000 sgm. On plot sizes above
3,900 sqm, FAR provided for
the balance land would be 60,
up t0 10,000 sqgm. Any balance
land above 10,000sgm inaplot
will have 50 FAR.

There is no specific rest-
riction on height, subject to

clearance from Airports Aut-
hority of India, Delhi Fire
Service and other statutory
bodies. There is still no limit
to the number of basements,
subjecttoadequate safety me-
asures, and the maximum
ground coverage also rema-
insthe same at66.6%.

After the amendment, re-
munerative uses such as acti-
vities permitted in local
shopping centres, public and
semi-public uses, and resi-
dential use would be allowed
but banquets and multiplex-
es wouldn’t be permitted.

ADDA official said that the
reason behind theamendment
was a lack of clarity and cont-
radictions in the earlier provi-
sions. “While clarifying and
refiningthenorms, it wasseen
that 100 FAR for a big site do-
esn’t make sense as there wo-
uld be too much commercial

component,” the official said.

The official further stated
that without commercial via-
bility of a MLCP, there wo-
uldn’t be any investment for
the project but striking a ba-
lance is also necessary. “We
didn’t want to turn out com-
mercial complexes just to en-
sure project viability but also
to have facilities that cater to
the needs of the public,” the
official said, adding that traf-
fic congestion at bigger sites
was amajor concern.

For all the MLCP sites be-
yond 3,000 sqm, traffic impact
assessment and traffic mana-
gement plan studies have be-
en made mandatory. A single
agency will be responsible for
management of the MLCP
and the on-street parking up
toadistance of minimum 500
metres along the road from
the project site.
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Norms for businesses
at parking lots altered

Risha Chitlangla
risha.chitlangia@htlive.com

first 3,000 sqm, and an extra 60
FAR for the additional land,”

said a senior DDA official, asking
NEW DELHI: The commercial not to be named.
component in all new multilevel The official said this is being

car parking (MLCP) projects in
the city will be decided on the
basis of plot size, said senior offi-
cials of the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), while adding
that height restrictions on such
facilities have also been done
away with.

Until now, local bodies or the
private concessionaire develop-
ing the facility could avail of up
10 100 FAR (floor area ratio) irre-
spective of the plot size, but the
height of the parking facility was
dependent on the land use of the
plot. But according to a recent

| amendment to the norms for

done to ensure that multilevel

parking facilities don't add to

congestion in an area. “Most

multilevel parking facilities are

planned in congested areas.

Until now, no traffic impact
assessment was required for
these facilities as per the MPD-
2021 norms. The restriction on
commercial component has
been put in place to ensure that
there is no congestion due to
these facilities. But now, for all
multilevel lots with a plot size
above 3,000sqm, a traffic impact
assessment study will be manda-
tory,” said the official.

-

multilevel parking in Delhi Mas- According to the amendment,
ter Plan 2021, the permissible  notified on May 12, 2022, “In case
FAR has been linked to the plot  of MLCP plots above 3000sqm,
size. FAR 0f 100 can be permitted up

“For plots up to 3,000sgm  to 6,000sqm subject to the traffic

(square metres), permissible
FAR is 100. But if the plot size is
more than 3,000sqm, then the
developer gets 100 FAR for the

impact assessment and traffic
management plan studies as a
special approval by the author-
ity.”
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LG Walks The Talk, Puts Officials On Notice

Saxena had taken on Patkar,
Setalvad in court in Gujarat

Times News NETWORK

Inspects Roads Leadlng To IGl, Orders Their Proper Upkeep

New Delhi: Within hours of
taking over as lieutenant go-
vernor of Delhi on Thursday,
Vinai Kumar Saxena directed
the officials to spruce up the
.area along the roads that con-
nect Indira Gandhi Internatio-
nal Airport with central Delhi.
After taking oath of office,
the LG said he would spend
more time on the streets of the
capital than in Raj Niwas. Wal-
kKing the talk, Saxena got
down to work immediately
and conducted a field inspec-
tion of all roads leading to

d at 15-20 locati

Saxena

the airport from Mandi House
in the heart of the city and or-
dered the officials of Delhi
Development Authority, Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi,
New Delhi Municipal Council
and Public Works Department
to ensure cleanliness, repair
the pavements, spruce up the
greenery and remove the dry
leaves and trees.

Officials said Saxena stop-
ped at 15-20 locations on thero-
ute, including the Mandi Hou-
se roundabout, Sardar Patel

including Mandi House roundabout,

Sardar Patel Marg, Dhaula Kuan, Subroto Park and Mahipalpur

Marg, Dhaula Kuan, Subroto
Park, Mahipalpur and Meh-
ram Nagar. Anofficial privy to
the development explained,
“There are several locations
between the airport and the
main city that have problems
related to cleanliness, broken
pavement tiles and dirty dra-
ins,allof whichleaveabad im-
pression on people arriving in
Delhi. The LG hasaskedall the
agencies to identify such issu-

es and prepare a concrete and
comprehensive plan of action
with fixed timelines through
inter-departmental and agen-
cy coordination.”

Saxena directed the offici-
als to ensure symmetry in the
city's infrastructure, inclu-
ding roads, footpaths, street-
lights and signage. He was
emphatic about all-round cle-
anliness, timely desilting of
drains, gmening of roadsides

3 and maintenance of

the
central verges.

“The LG laid special emp-
hasis on horticultural over-
haul of the area by planting
suitable, all-weather flowe-
ring plants and aesthetic
landscaping that include step
gardens and water fountains.
Hesaid it wasamust to use re-
cycled drain water for gree-
ning thedry stretches. The LG
also emphasised on complete
collection and disposal of gar-
bage to ensure sanitation and
cleanliness,” said an official,
adding that the new LG wan-
ted areas to be “aesthetically
rejuvenated and overhauled”
sothat they look likea partofa
modern national capital.

Officials added that Saxena
was also clear on the need for
coordination among the diffe-
rent government agencies and
urban local bodies while up-
grading thecity infrastructure
and overall beautification. “He
underlined the necessity of
promoting Delhi as a global ci-
ty with the effective coopera-
tion of the government and ci-
vilsociety,” said an official.

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Delhi’'s new
LG, Vinai Kumar Saxena (64)
is known to be a man who ne-
ver shies away from putting
up a fight, in most cases a le-
gal one. An ardent supporter
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Saxena had a very ful-
filling stint as chairman of
Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC). Hisout-
of-the-box thinking by virtue
of being from the corporate
world helped KVIC script a
successstory.

Saxena is known in Guja-
rat for having fought pro-
longed legal battles with
Narmada Bachao Andolan’s
Medha Patkar and Mumbai-
based human rights activist
Teesta Setalvad. His Ahmed-
abad-based NGO — National
Council for Civil Liberties
(NCCL) — picked up the

CM: Will prov1de full support to new LG

mcmmmmup com

New Delhi: The appoint-
ment of Vinai Kumar Saxe-
na, who was sworn in on
Thursday as Delhi's lieute-
nant governor, came in the
wake of Anil Baijalresigning
from the post last week citing
“personal reasons”.

Soon after the event, Saxe-
na had told reporters that he
would be a “local guardian™
to the people of the city and
would be out on the streets,
He observed that Delhi had
some problems which he in-
tended to solve during his te-
nure. “Delhi has some inhe-
rent problems and pollution
is at the top — be it water, air
or noise. We will work toget-
her withthe Centre, state and
local bodies to address these
issfies,” he said. The chief se-
crétiry of Déthi and heads of

LG VK Saxena with actng Chief Justice of Delhi High Court Justice
Vipin Sanghi and CM Arvind Kejriwal during his oath-taking ceremony

DDA, NDMC, MCD and other
departments were soon follo-
wing him around the city.
After the swearing-in ce-
remony, chief miinister Ar-
vind Kejriwal had said that
his government would proVi-

de “full support” to the new
LG. “I assure that the Delhi
government will provide full
support to the new LG. We ha-
ve done several developmen-
tal works together with his
predecessor, Anil Baijal, and

hope to continue the same

with Saxenaji. We are loo-

kingforwardtoit,” hesaid.
Delhi’s first non-bureau-

ut communal tension in the ci-
ty in the past couple of years
and said he would want all
communities — Hindu, Mus-
lims, Sikhs and Christians —
to work together: In a clear to
reference to the recent riots in
north Delhi’s Jahangirpuri
and the 2020 northeast Delhi
riots, Saxenarecited ashort po-
em on communal harmony
and asked people to join hands
and work together to make Del-
hiabeautiful placetolive in.
“There have been.a few
riots in Delhi... we should
work together as brothers... |
will try to work together with
everyone to make Delhi a be-
autiful city —acity of Joy,acl-
ty of flowers,” the LG sald.

“Sabka saath,sabka vikasaur
sabka vishwas should be our
motive, and with this mantra,
we will work for the develop-
mentof Delhi,” he added.

The LG said that impro-
ving the living conditions of
the underprivileged and ups-
killing the labour class were
also among his top priorities.
He said he will work on the
unorganised sector and provi-
de training to unskilled labou-
rers. “A major part of Delhi’s
workingsector is unorganised
with labourers coming from
very poor financial backgro-
unds. They are involved in
construction, plumbing, car-
pentry etc. To help and empo-
wer these workers, we will pro-
vide them with training, equ-
ipmentandtools,” hesaid.

Saxenaalso recited asmall
poem urging communal har-
mony in thecity.

gauntlet on behalf of the
Gujarat government in va-
rious courts.

Atthehead of the govern-
ment in Delhi now, bureau-
cracy watchers say, Saxena is
expected to team up well
with police commissioner
Rakesh Asthana as the two
share a good rapport from
theirdays in Gujarat.

The legal battles of Saxe-
na against Patkar’'s NGO we-
reinstrumentalinpavingthe
way for clearing of various
legal hurdles in the way of
the Sardar Sarovar Project.
In the process, though, he got
embroiled in several cases.
His NGO even dragged
Setalvad's trusts to court for
alleged irregularities infore-
ign funding. This at a time
when the human rights acti-
vist was forcefully champio-
ning the cause of the 2002
communal riot victims

invarious courts.

Saxenaand his NGO have
remained arch enemies of
Patkar, who during a TV in-
terview accused Saxena of
benefiting from government
projects. Saxena sued her
for defamation in a metropo-
litan court in Ahmedabad.
Patkar, too, filed a defama-
tion case against him. Both
cases were shifted to a Delhi
court, said Saxena'’s advoca-
te, Ajay Choksi.

His long legal battles
drew him close to Modi, who
was then the CM in Gujarat.
Over the years, he has grown
closetoUnion homeminister
Amit Shah too.

After Saxena was appoin-
ted as the chairman of KVIC
in 2015, the government body
witnessed a huge growth.
KVIC registered an unparal-
leled turnover of Rs1.15lakh
crore in 2021-22.
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HOPE TO WORK TOGETHER, SAYS KEJRIWAL

Will work as Delhi’s Iocal guardlan says new L-G

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI MAY 26

VlNAlKUMARSaxma(M).who
was sworn in as the 22nd
Lieutenant Governor (L-G) of
Delhi on Thursday, said he will
work as the aty’s ‘local guardian’
and will be seen more on the
streets working with residents
and less at his office.

Saxena, the former chairper-
son of the Khadi and Village
Industnies Commission (KVIC),
was administered the oath of of-
fice and secrecy by Acting Chief
Justice of the Delhi High Court
Vipin Sanghi at Raj Niwas, Civil
Lines, eartier in the day.

*“Today. | took oath as L-G of
Delhi and | want to tell every res-
ident that | will work as their local
guardian_ Delhi has some inher-
ent problems and pollution is at
the top - be it water, air or noise
| pollution. We will work together

with the Centre, state and local
public to address these issues.”

The L-G also recited a poem
on communal harmony.

“Maine Dethi mai kuch samay
sedekha hai ki yahan bahut saare
dange hue hain (1 have seen that
there have been many riots in
Delhi lately) Today | want to say:
‘Aapas mai lade saath mai khoon
bhi bhaye, jo kuch bhi hua hai use
achcha hai bhula do, Hindu hai na
Muslim hai na Sikh Isayi, Shaida
hai vatan par duniya ko dikha do.
Aapas mai lade khoon bhi bahaya
hai bahut par jo kuch bhi hua hai
yahan hai par achcha hai bhula

do. Mil jul ke yahan par bhala kya
nahi ho sakta bakhoobi, Awaaz
mai har shaks ki awaaz mila do.”

“l want to tell everyone that
we should work together as
brothers... This is what I hope... |

will try to work together with
everyone to make Delhi into a
beautiful city — a city of joy and
flowers,” added Saxena.
Speaking to the media, he
said he will alsowork on the un-

L-G Vinai Kumar Saxena
with CM Arvind Kejriwal
and Delhi HC Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi; (left)
Saxena during a field visit.
AmitMehra

organised sector and provide
training to unskilled labourers.
“Amajor partof Delhi's working
sector is unorgamsed with
labourers coming from very
poor financial ba and
involved in work like construc-
tion, plumbing, carpentry etc...
To help and empower these
workers, we will plan on provid-
ing them with training, equip-
ment and tools, ‘Sabka Saath,

Sabka Vikas aur Sabka Vishwas'
will be our motive and with this
mantra, we will work towards
the development of Delhi.”

The swearing-in ceremony
was attended by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal; Delhi

Cabinet ministers Satyendar Jain

and Imran Hussain; Northeast
Delhi BJP MP Manoj Tiwari, West
Delhi MP Pravesh Vermaand New
Delhi MPand Minister of State for
External Affairs Meenakshi Lekhi;
Minister of Rural Development
Giriraj Singh as well as senior bu-
reaucrats and officials. Fashion de-
signer Ritu Beri, who was advisor
to KVIC, was also present.
Kejriwal said, “lassure that the
Delhi government will provide
full support to the new L-G. We
have done several good develop-
mental works together with his
predecessor, Anil Baijal, and hope
to continue the same with Saxena
Ji. We are looking forward toit.”
Hours after he took the oath,
Saxena undertook a field visit
from Connaught Place to the IGI
Airport. He was accompanied
by Chief Secretary, NDMC Chair-
person, DDA Vice-Chairperson
and MCD Commissioner. He in-
spected S P Marg, Dhaula Kuan,
Mahipalpur, Mehram Nagar and
Mandi House roundabout.
Hedirected officials toensure
symmetry in city infrastructure
including roads, footpaths, street
lights and signage, and alsoasked
officials tocome up with concrete
plans for cleanliness, desilting of
drains, greening of roadsides and,
maintenance of central verges.
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