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Vikas Minar in firefight -
to regain safety licence

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA)hasstar-
ted the process of revamping
thefirefightingsystemat Vikas
Minar. Earlier this month, Del-
hi Fire Service (DFS) had rejec-
ted the renewal of the fire safe-
ty certificate of the 50-year-old
high-rise building citing a slew
of shortcomings.

DDA would install 1,645 met-
res of mild steel pipes across
the 23-storey structure as part
of the revamp, apart from re-
placing fittings and accessories
that are a part of the firefigh-
ting system. It would also in-
stall 650 new sprinklers, parti-
cularly on the upper floors.

Inaletter writtento DDA's
commissioner-cum-secreta-
ry earlier this month, DFS di-
rector Atul Garg mentioned
that the request for renewal
of fire safety certificate for
Vikas Minar was rejected in
view of a large number of
shortcomings found during
aninspection on June 23.

The inspection team fo-
und that electrical shafts and
openings were not sealed ho-
rizontally and vertically, fire
detectors were non-functio-
nal on some floors, and
sprinklers were not covering
the entire office area on the
upper floors. The team disco-
vered that the manually ope-
rated electronicfirealarmsy-
stem was non-functional too.

The other shortcomings po-
inted out by DFS officers inclu-
ded furniture and other items
encroaching on the staircase
and elevator lobby, fire pumps
being not in auto-start mode,
and the approach to the refuge
area was not allowed through
the area occupied by offices.

DFS had requested DDA
to rectify the shortcomings
at the earliest as the occupan-
cy of the building and its
premises, in the absence of
requisite fire and life safety
arrangements, would be at
the risk and liability of the
ownersand occupiers.

“Vikas Minar was const-
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ructed in 1972. Many changes
in advanced fire technologies,
bylaws etc have occurred over
time. The observations will be
acted on priority and DFS will
be called again for re-inspec-
tion. The fire safety inspection
was conducted inresponsetoa
DDA requisition on May 17,”
DDA said in a statement.

An official said, “The buil-
dingalready hasthenecessary fi-
refighting systems in place, but
the DFS team found the sprink-
lers inadequate because of some
partitions dividing the older
halls. This resulted in some loca-
tions not being covered.”

“Wearenow installingeno-
ugh sprinklers and restoring
the firefighting system comp-
letely. We will definitely get the
certificate after the next in-
spection. The furniture encro-
aching on spaces has been
mostly replaced and therest of
almirahs, etc will be removed
soon,” added the official.

When DDA completed the
construction of Vikas Minar
intheearly1970s, it becamethe
first building in Delhi to sur-
pass Qutub Minar in height. It
houses many important DDA
departments, including plan-
ning and horticulture.



