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Fresh Plan To Bring Narela
Sub-City Back From Brink

LG Asks DDA To Make Concerted Efforts To Redevelop Area

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Concerned that
the Narela sub-city continu-
estolanguish asaghosttown
with large swathes of open
land and thousands of
vacant flats lying in a dilapi-
dated condition, lieutenant
governor VK Saxena has
asked Delhi Development
Authority to make concerted
efforts to redevelop it.

In ameeting with top offi-
cials of DDA recently, the LG
said Narela’s poor connecti-
vity with the rest of the city
was the biggest reason for
lack of developmentand said
he would take up the matter
with DTC and DMRC to im-
prove transportation faciliti-
es between the northern sub-
city and rest of the Capital.

“The LG has said that he
will talk with DTC and Delhi
government to increase bus
frequency. He will also be as-
king Delhi Metro Rail Corpo-
ration to speed up the const-
ruction of Rithala-Narela li-
neand also, to plan spurlines
to bring Narela on Delhi’s
transport map,” said an offi-
cer privy to thedevelopment.

Junking its initial plan
of running metrolite, a light
rail transit system, DMRC
has proposed to run conven-
tional metro with three
coaches between Rithala and
Narela corridor as part of
phaseIV project. Therevised
proposal has been submitted
to the Centre and the Delhi
government for approval.

Tobedeveloped inanarea
of 9,866 hectares, Narela has
been proposed as a sub-city
on the lines of Dwarka,
Rohini and Sarita Vihar
However, while the other
three have seen massive
development in the last few
years, Narela continues to be
a township- where nobody
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wantstogoandlive.

DDA built thousands of
flats in Narela for the middle
income group but found few
takers. Thousands of flats

built for the economically "

weaker section also remain
vacantand are in shambles.
“Entire Delhi .is now
overcrowded and -Narela
could be a good option where
people could buy or build
houses and live. But nobody
is willing to go because there
is no connectivity Once
a transportation hub is
created, a metro line is built
and DTC service improved,
people may go there and li-
ve,” said another official, ad-
ding that if the middle class
shifted there, the poor would

also find employment and
move to houses built under
the EWS schemes.

DDA has plans to create
and facilitate a ‘transit hub’
that will connect the Metro
corridor with other modes of
transport like the existing
Narela railway station and
Narela bus terminal. The
National Capital Region
Transport Corporation also
plans to have a station in Ali-
pur, which would be part of its
proposed Delhi-Panipat Re-
gional Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) corridor. While work
is going on in full swing at the
Delhi-Meerut RRTS corridor,
the Delhi-Panipat corridor is
still in the planning stage.

While DDA has proposed

to keep 3,822 hectares to deve-
lop18residential sectorsinthe
project,another 3,543 hectares
of land has been proposed for
land pooling projects while
green belt would come up in
2,501 hectares. DDA has esti-
mated that over 16 lakh people
will live in Narela sub-city
after it is developed.

DDA has recently handed
over land to Delhi govern-
ment’s prison department
to set up a jail in Narela
while the police department
has plans to set up a training
college here. “Once these
facilitiesstartcomingup, the
sub-city may see some deve-
lopment. But transport con-
nectivity is the key;” another
official said.
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Potholes, waterlogging: Rain takes
Nehru Place from bad to worse

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,JULY7

BROKEN PATHWAYS, water-
logged pockets and long traffic
jams — Nehru Place, once among
Delhi's premier commerdial cen-
tres, is grappling with a host of
problems, thanks to official apa-
thy and delayed development
projects.

When The Indian Express vis-
ited the popular electronics mar-
ket on Wednesday, dug up streets,
construction waste and malba
thrown on the roadside, and foul
smelling rainwater were com-
mon sights. Market association
members said it has been over
eight months since construction
work started on a skywalk, which
has left roads narrower and
caused perpetual traffic jams.

“It has been a year since the
DDA dug up the area near
Satyam cinema. Thisisa business
hub and you have slowed down
everything because of broken
roads and traffic jams,” said
Swaran Singh, general secretary
of the All Delhi Computer
Traders' Association.

“Inside the market complex,
work is on to lay tiles and floor-
ing, but because the exterior and
periphery are so badly main-
tained, it affects the overall
area,” said Singh, who also owns
ashopin the area. “Vehicles are
not supposed to be parked near
buildings to ensure fire safety
norms are followed but loading
and unloading of goods happens
here continuously.”

A skywalk, an amphitheatre,
automated parking, exhibition
halls, recreational areas, and ded-
icated vending zones were part
of amassive Delhi Development

Authority (DDA) facelift plan for
Nehru Place. Among the largest
" markets for computers as well as
fabrics, it has slipped in promi-
nence due to neglect over the
past two decades.

Infact, the pitiable state of the
market hasn't escaped the High
Court's attention either. Last

N —

SIS =
3 P s
< P
=
— g .

— ft

Y =

-,

- - NSy y
» gt ¢

{5_1‘

8
N

October, the HC said the condi-
tion of the market is “like a slum”
and observed that people have a
right for free access to market ar-
easand demand a clean, hygienic
and safe environment there, The
court had said we talk of devel-
oping Delhi into a city like
London or any other big city in
another decade but “how will we
achieve that”, “Where s the plan-
ning? What happens to the plan-
ning aspect,” itadded.

It was also critical of the hap-
hazard proliferation of vendors
in the area. Vendors could still
be seen in large numbers in

e

v

complex.

Nirala, a vendor at the busy
market, said rain makes the situ-
ation worse. “Since roads are bro-
ken, the malba mixes with
garbage and it smells. During the
evening, traffic jams last hours.”

Adesh Gupta, a confectionary
shop owner, said, “It's been a
decade, but things are the same.
Inside the complex, there has
been some work of tiles being
fixed, but the outerareais still the
same...garbage mixed withmud.
Water accumulates everywhere
whenit rains."

Constructed inthe late 1970s,

A
[

by y =

Outside the Nehru Place
Market. Gajendra Yadav

the market facelift plan was un-
dertaken after constant com-
plaints of badly maintained piaz-
zas, broken staircases, poor
illumination, and lack of parking
space, but little has changed on
the ground.

Near the telephone exchange,
re-laying of pipelines was being
done. “It is a routine thing here,
sometimes one road is dug and
sometimes another. This re-lay-
ing of pipe has been going on for
two months... there is so much
dust pollution as a result,” said a
security guard posted in the area.

A DDA official said: “The
damaged portion on the road
has been temporarily fixed.
Restoration and recarpeting of
the road from EROS Hotel to
Kalkaji Temple T Point has been
awarded to an agency and work
has started; it will be completed
in a month. A portion has been
barricaded, near Nehru Place
Metro station to the plaza near
Satyam Cinema, for the skywalk
construction. This will be re-
stored after work is done.”

A
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Bulldozers at their door, Gyaspur JJ

dwellers take refuge in court plea

Did not receive proper notice, say residents; DDA says Basti is recent, case ‘false’

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

Over 2,000 inhabitants of
Gyaspur basti, a jhuggi jhopdi
(J)) cluster scattered across
the Yamuna floodplains at Sa-
rai Kale Khan here, stare at a
bleak future in the wake of a
demolition drive by land-
owning agency Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA).

_ The residents, mostly cob-
blers, street vendors, daily la-
bourers and domestic wage
workers, have been on the
edge since June 23 when the
DDA parked 8-9 bulldozers
around the JJ clusters and an
official demanded the resi-
dents to vacate immediately.

On June 27, the bulldozers
swung into action and razed
several dwellings in the clus-
ter. “The bulldozers stopped
only because the working
hour ended for the day at 5
p.m. Otherwise, most of the
houses would have been de-
molished,” said Sunil, a street
vendor, whose house was
one among the lucky lot.

The floodplains, the DDA
said, form part of an eco-res-
toration plantation to be un-
dertaken by it as a part of a
rejuvenation project.

The legality of the demoli-
tion drive has been called in-
to question as the residents
complained they have not re-
ceived any proper notice
apart from the verbal infor-
. mation by the DDA official.

In a landmark judgment of
‘Olga Tellis vs Bombay Muni-
cipal Corporation’, the Su-
preme Court had ruled that
eviction of illegal dwellers
without issuing notice was
against the rule of hearing,
which is an important ele-

ment of the principles of nat-
ural justice. The top court
had said that eviction with-
out notice will lead to “de-
privation of livelihood and
consequently to the depriva-
tion of life”.

Demolition stayed

A day after the partial demoli-
tion of the ] cluster, the Delhi
High Court stayed the exer-
cise till further orders, noting
that the documents filed by
some of the jhuggi dwellers
prima facie show that they
are occupying the premises
since 2005. The court ob-
served, “Forced eviction of
jhuggi  dwellers, unan-
nounced, in co-ordination
with the other agencies and
without compliance of requi-
site procedures, would be
contrary to law.”

Initially, 33 residents had
collectively moved the court
against the demolition drive.
Later, another batch of dwell-
ers moved an application be-
fore the High Court seeking
to be made a party in the case
and accorded similar protec-
tion against forced eviction.

The jhuggi dwellers have

ozers parl;ed at Gyaspur Basti; (rig
under a tarpaulin sheet after their jhuggi was razed. =sHiv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR, SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH

urged the High Court for a di-
rection to the Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board
(DUSIB) to conduct a survey
of the jhuggis in Gyaspur Bas-
ti in terms of the Delhi Slum
and JJ Rehabilitation and Re-
location Policy, 2015.

Under the 2015 policy, JJ
clusters which came up be-
fore January 1, 2006, cannot
be removed without an alter-
native housing arrangement.
The jhuggis which came up
in such JJ clusters before Ja-
nuary 1, 2015, would not be
demolished without provid-
ing alternative housing.

The DDA, on the other
hand, has informed the court
that jhuggis in Gyaspur Basti
clusters do not form part of
the 675 notified-J] bastis re-
leased by DUSIB.

In its reply to the petition,
the urban body said satellite
maps show that the clusters
have not been in existence
since 1995, as claimed by
some of the dwellers.

“Satellite maps from Goo-
gle Earth make it indubitably
clear that the petitioners
have set up a false case. The
alleged settlement/cluster is

Rémwéti, her son O‘r'ﬁpala

ndg

recent and not in existence
before the cut-off date and
thus, liable to be removed,”
the DDA said, adding that the
dwellers have failed to show
“continuous possession” of
the sites.

Bleak future

Most dwellers fear that they
might never get a chance of
finding an alternative accom-
modation under the govern-
ment’s rehabilitation policy.
They have pinned their hope
solely on the litigation in the
High Court.

Ramwati, who is in her
70s, said she has spent most
of her life at the basti. “My
grandsons were born here.
They have demolished all my
belongings. We are hopeful
that the court will come to
our rescue,” she said.

Sunil said the three JJ clus-
ters have over 200 jhuggis
with about 2,000 dwellers.
“Most families live here be-
cause of their financial condi-
tion. Everybody has aspira-
tions. I have seen families
moving out of the basti once
they get better employment
or business opportunities.”



DELH! DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE
NAME OF NEWSP 1gerfe 3022 | .‘?;I%ﬂ:--—-DATED

TS & fota ot e e

| 7% feet (qaume) | ety e 99 3 id 4 fee e T 1 IR S offtn & AreEw @ S o el
| S o o e 3 i % Frofa ot ol ) T B o & | SR el foh Aot 3 e 311 foferrT.
9 i e et 1 € St et e 3 Frofa TR ¥ o W §1 e T @ wel ¥ I 3T
oft bt SR | et o el © o il B ueh o O FAFNRE @S R G - F FRATRE

g 7@ 2, e wro e Ffem L Yo & el ¥ el & wE
e 3 i o e g e gy | A WO SRR E e e g o e e
ol 3 sider wom| ga Y T A g |- Raee g€ o T o R A 33 3R el
1 | G o o @l % TgE A R e Tid o e Tuferdi 1 oft e Btk A A

iR I A R T A R A AT G o S 3| $6% ST Wl 1 Y e S
ﬁﬁt{q@@nﬁﬁﬁuﬂmmﬁaﬁﬁﬂfﬁaaﬁ, A e 7 F F ff 3 Sider A 1 UM R
iR Uk s i A 9T S G T €, ek 3T a o 3 R % forlig e, WG i 3 g o,
60 TS TE SEdehd it fRET TR o1 S 3Tl A Tl 36 TSR A1, ool i & TR @ A
,maﬁaﬁ@maﬁmmﬁaﬂwm o feram = foR | )




