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DoE bars private schools built on govt
land from hiking fee without approval

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Directorate of Educa-
tion (DoE) has prohibited private scho-
ols built on government land from incre-
asingtheir fee. It has also directed all in-
stitutes looking to hike fees for the 2022-
23 session tosubmita proposal to it first.

A circular issued by DoE director Hi-
manshu Gupta stated, “All pending fee
hike proposals submitted by private
unaided recognised schools running on
land allotted by DDA or other land-ow-
ning agencies for the 2020-21 session ha-
ve become infructuous... such schools
can seek prior approval from the direc-
tor before any increase and may submit
their fee hike proposals.”

When the pandemic started in 2020,

schools were prohibited from chargingan-

e
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vate school branch stated, “The proposal
submitted by the schools shall be scrutini-
sed and examined by the director of edu-
cation through any officer or team autho-

schools shall be scrutinised a rised on this behalf. All such schools are
‘examined by the director of strictly directed not to increase any fee un-
education through any oﬂlcgr or til the sanction is conveyed to their propo-
‘team authorised on this mﬂ sal. In case no proposal is submitted in re-

sponseto thisorder, theschoolshallnot in-

crease its fee for the academic session

”
- nual and development charges and could

only charge tuition fees. Following a peti-
tion in Delhi high court in 2021, they were
allowed to charge annual and develop-
ment charges, but with15% concession.

Between June12 and June 27, schools
canapplyforthefeehike proposal. It will
havetobe submitted online with comple-
tedetails of financial records.

Another circular issued by DoE’s pri-

T

2022-23. Any complaint regarding an in-
crease of any fee without such prior app-
roval will be viewed seriously and action
shall be taken as per the statutory provi-
sions and directions of the high court, in-
cluding a request to DDA for cancellation
of the lease deed executed in favour of the
defaulter school’s society.”

There are more than 400 private scho-
ols built on governmentland in the city:
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Land ‘crisis’ for trees may hit R7 % tsfiezor & forg

development projects: DDA )
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Urban body seeks permission for compensatory afforestation  5f (@) st stwia sk g6 a1 & 37/ 0 i 91 grfa
in neighbouring States, experts say not helpful for Capital

MUNEEF KHAN
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), which is
facing a shortage of land for
carrying out compensatory
afforestation, has termed it a
“crisis” that will adversely af-
fect upcoming development
projects in the Capital.

Compensatory afforesta-
tion (CA), according to the
Forest Conservation Act,
1980, has to be carried out
for any diversion of forest
land, or deemed forest land,
for non-forest purposes.
Agencies carrying out deve-
lopment works are required
to compensate for the loss of
“land by land” and loss of
“trees by trees”.

The DDA has raised the is-
sue of land shortage twice
since last year — in May 2021
and March this year — in let-
ters sent to the Union Envi-
ronment Ministry. In 2021,
the DDA had provided 119.76
hectares of land to various
service providing agencies
for CA.

‘No acquisition in 30 yrs’
A senior DDA official told The
Hindu that the urban body
has of late not been able to at-
tend to requests from service
agencies, which are execut-
ing development projects, to
provide land for compensa-
tory afforestation. “We have
already conveyed to the
agencies that there is no land
for CA. The DDA has not ac-
quired any land since 1990,”
he said.

One of the projects that
has been affected due to non-
allotment of land is the Delhi-
Saharanpur Highway being
built by the National High-
ways Authority of India.

In the March 30 letter to
the Ministry, DDA’s Vice-
Chairman Manish Gupta had
requested the Ministry to re-
the guidelines issued un-
der the Forest Conservation

(1980) and to allow CA on
forest land in

The DDA has raised the issu

e of land shortage with the Union :

Environment Ministry twice since last year. sfiLe pHoTO /£

Infrastructure
projects may seem
necessary but there
has to be a proper
assessment of their
need and cost...
Projects should be
stopped dll the
pending CA is
completed

DIV AN SINGH
Environmentalist

C

neighbouring States for pro-
jects implemented by the
Centre and PSUs.

‘Exceptional case’
The DDA’s letter cited para-
graph 2.3(v) of chapter 2 of
the Handbook of Forest Con-
servation Act, which states:
“In exceptional cases, where
non-forest land for CA is not
available in the same State/
UT in which the diversion of
forest land is proposed, land
for CA can be identified in
any other State/UTs, prefera-
bly in neighbouring State/
UTs. The corresponding
amount for carrying out CA
shall be deposited in the
CAMPA account of the State/
UT in which CA is proposed.”
The senior DDA official
stated that the ministry is yet
to respond to the letter.
However, a senior official
at the Ministry said the DDA
can go ahead with CA in
neighbouring States by coor-
dinating with the respective
governments and it does not
equire the Ministry's per-

mission for the purpose. i
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terms of carrying out com- |
pensatory afforestation,
which is not possible. If the
[Central] government relaxes
it, then it will be for eve-
ryone. I find it hard to believe
that an agency which owns
over 80% of the land in Delhi
says that it has no land left for
CA,” said the senior official at
the Environment Ministry.

The DDA’s proposal to car-
ry out CA in neighbouring
States has not impressed en-
vironmental experts. Diwan
Singh, an environmentalist,
said the proposed move will
not benefit the Capital.

“CA is done for damage
control purposes, which is
caused by cutting of trees for
development projects. If we
do it in a neighbouring State,
then it will help the neigh-
bouring State,” said Mr.
Singh. He added that the ur-
ban body running out of land
for recreational purposes -
including CA - is a clear sign
that the Capital is running
out of its planning capacity.

“Infrastructure  projects
may seem necessary but
there has to be a proper as-
sessment of their need and
cost. It is more damaging to
the city in the environmental
aspect if they [DDA] don't
have land for CA. Projects
should be stopped till the
pending CA is completed,”
said Mr, Singh.




