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DDA, WWF to start dragonfly
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at Sanjay Van city forest by month-end

Risha Chitlangia
risha.chitlangia@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: In a bid to increase
citizen participation in protecting
the city forests, the World Wide
Fund for Nature- India (WWF
India) and the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) will jointly orga-
nise a dragonfly festival in Sanjay
Van at the end of July.

This is the first such event
planned in the city forest area
after the DDA inked a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
with WWF India last week to pro-
mote nature-based learning and
experimental activities, especially
for children.

Radhika Suri, director of envi-
ronment education, WWF India,
said, “The dragonfly festival is the

SPREAD OVER 783
ACRES, SANJAY .
VAN IS A NOTIFIED
RESERVED FOREST
AND PART OF THE
SOUTH-CENTRAL
RIDGE IN THE CITY

first of the many events and activ-
ities that we plan to hold at Sanjay
Van to encourage people’s
involvement in preserving the for-
est. The community needs to own
the forest and for that, we will
plan different activities.”

Suri said dragonflies are an
indicator of the health of an envi-
ronment and help to check dis-
eases such as malaria and dengue

as they feed on mosquitoes.
“Visitors, especially children,
can take pictures of dragonflies in
the forest and upload them on
India biodiversity portal along
with the coordinates of where
they were spotted. The pond eco-
system in Sanjay Van attracts sev-
eral species of dragonflies and
damselflies. This will help in
understanding the status of the
forest environment and also give

us an idea about the numberand *

types of species of flies, and their
location with respéect to water
bodies.”

Spread over 783 acres, Sanjay
Van is a notified reserved forest
and is part of the South-Central
Ridge and is visited by around
10,000-15,000 people = daily,
according to WWF India.
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Delhi’s damaged roads to be re

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 8

TO MAKE roads in the capital
safer and free of potholes, and
fix dilapidated footpaths and
stretches, the Delhi government
has implemented a weekly ac-
tion plan and asked depart-
ments concerned to select one
road per zone/division every
weekend for repair, mainte-
nance and beautification.
Chief Secretary Naresh Kurnar
also issued a notification along
with directions to all road-own-

ingagendies, including the Public
Works Department, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, Delhi
Development Authority, New
Delhi Municipal Council,and oth-
ers in this regard, asking them to
submitan action plan by July 12.
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said, “Under the gov-
ernment’s weekly action plan to
elevate the standards of the city
roads, every Saturday, agencies
will manage the upkeep of the
roads in their respective zones.”
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia,
whoalso hold the PWD portfolio,
added: “To make all roads of the

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, JULY 9,2022

Aweekly plan has been drawn up to make repairs. Archive

“The idea is to get people to
connect with nature and facilitate
experiential activities such as tree
tagging, nature walks, flora and
fauna observation, children’s edu-
cational activities etc. along with
educative signboards, a flora and
fauna atlas and citizen science ini-
tiatives,” said a senior DDA offi-
cial, asking not to be named.

The festival is one of the initia-
tives during which visitors can
explore the forest and also con-
tribute to data/information coll
tion, the DDA said. .

“We will initiate citizen science
projects to allow visitors and vol-
unteers to explore and contribute
information/data on the various
plants and animal species that
can be discovered throughout the

year,”Surisaid. X

plan drawn up

paired every Saturday,

According to a statement is-
sued by L-G V K Saxena's office,
the decision came close on the
heels of his meeting with offi-
cials earlier this week. After tak-
ing charge, Saxena visited sev-
eral roads and stretches and took
stock of the situation.

“The L-G expressed hope that
that the orders... issued yesterday
by the Chief Secretary on his di-
rections will bring much needed
relief to residents... The L-G has
applauded the seamless coordi-
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city clean and safe, all agencies
need to work together. Market as-

r
L

sociations and RWAs too will take
ownership of city roads.”

nation putin place between var-
ious road-owning agencies by
keeping the Chief Minister and

Deputy Chief Minister on board,”
read the statement.

The order issued by the CS
adds, “Itis observed that roads are
in need of repair, maintenance,
improvement. Accordingly, it has
been decided by the government
that organisations, under whose
jurisdiction such roads come,
should undertake maintenance
work of atleast one road per zone
along the length and breadth, in-
cluding Right of Way, every week,
preferably Saturday.” Focus will
be onrepair of potholes, footpath
and central verge, upkeep of
green cover among other things.
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Ramlilas to be back
in full swing this yr,

prep to start early

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After a gap of two ye-
ars, several prominent Ramlila
committees in Delhi have decided
to hold the full 10-day celebrations
and conduct the Ravan Dahan
eventon October5.

Due to Covid pandemic and the
ensuing restrictions, many Ramli-
la committees had withdrawn the-
ir plans to organise the event for a
second consecutive year in 2021.
Others had just held a symbolic
one-day programme.

The decision to hold the celebra-
tions over 10 days this time around
was taken at a joint meeting of the
representatives of Ramlila commit-
tees, including Shri Dharmic Leela
Committee, Lav Kush Ramlila Com-
mittee and Nav Shri Dharmik Leela
Committee, amongothers.

“During the meeting, a decision
was taken to start the event from the
first Navratri(September 26)and hold
thefestival of Vijayadashamion Octo-
ber5. The dates were announced early
to avoid any confusion. Also, we have
decided to apply together for permis-
sions and booking of spaces with all
departments concerned, including
DDA and MCD. This will help usavoid
delays,” said Ravi Jain, a member of
ShriDharmic Leela Committee.

LavKush Ramlila Committeege-
neral secretary Subhash Goel said:
“Besides several difficult norms
that we need to meet, the charges for
booking grounds and electricity
connections are steep. Getting a fire
NoC is another huge challenge. Al-
ready 30-35% Ramlilas have been
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A MEMBER SAYS

A decision was taken to start
the event from the first
_ Navratri (September 26)
and hold the festival of
Vijayadashami on October
5. Also, we have decided to
apply together for
permissions and booking of
spaces with all departments
concerned. This will help us
avoid delays
7”7
discontinued inthecityduetotheto-
‘ugh conditions. We request authori-
ties to help us continue the tradition
by easing thenorms.”

On the need to start early, Dhee-
raj Gupta, general secretary of Shri
Dharmic Leela Committee, said:
“We need time to book artistes, con-
duct rehearsals and make arrange-
mentsforother cultural showsorga-
nised duringthe event. Besides,food
stalls also have to be booked. Since
the full event will be held after two
years, we are making every effort to
make it ahuge success.”
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‘Repair damage‘ roads every week: LG

STAFF REPORTER [ NEW DELHI

In an apEarent game one-
upmanship, Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
on Friday issued a statement
saying that he has directed the
Chlefg Secretary to issue direc-
tions regarding the repair,
maintenance and cleaning of
"One Road per Zone/Division
Every Week".

The statement assumes sig-
nificance after Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal went public
and projected his Government
action plan saying the Delhi
Government's weekly action
plan to make city roads excel-
lent and every Saturday, every
agency (PWD, MCD) will work
towards making each road
under their jurisdiction excel-
lent.

This has led to the Raj
Niwas to issue a statement say-
ing the order by the Chief
Secretary to all road owning
agencies - to undertake
repair/maintenance/improvi-
sation works of at least one
road per zone ( end to end -on
both sides) along the length

and breadth mcluding right of
way every week preferably on
Saturday,. was issued on his
directions. The L-G said the
repair, maintenance and clean-
ing of "One Road per
Zone/Division Every Week"
would bring much-needed and
long-pending relief to the res-
idents and commuters of the
National Capital. The L-G
said that he would personally
monitor the progress of the
works thereon.

The L-G applauded the
seamless coordination between
various road owning agencies-
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), New Delhi Municipal

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

Deputy CM Manish Sisodia

Committee (NDMC) and
Public Works Department
(PWD) by keeping the Chief
Minister and Deputy Chief
Minister on board. The order
came following L-G's meeting
with the concerned officials
last week.

In a statement, Raj Niwas
said that the L-G was deeply
concerned over the conditions
of maintenance, disrepair and
cleanliness of roads and foot-
paths in the National Capital.
Even after launching the clean-
liness drive to clear the roads of
debris and encroachments he
stroved to e( all road-owning
agencies like MCD, NDMA,

PWD etc. to take up the task of
repair and maintenance of
roads in a coordinated and
effective manner within a set
timeframe
Earlier Delhi Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar direct-
ed all road owning agencies to
undertake repair/mainte-
nance/improvisation works of
at least one road per zone ( end
to end -on both sides) along the
length and breadth including
right of way every week prefer-
ably on Saturday.
"Further, such initiative
should dlso include cleanliness
of such roads by ensuring

removal of any garbage dumps,’

MSW, plastic waste, malba,
C&D waste or any other waste,
during such repairs, mainte-
nance, improvisation drive,"
the letter read.

"Market Welfare
Associations (MWAs) and
Resident Welfare Associations
(RWAs) may be involved dur-
ing such repairs, maintenance,
improvisation drives to make it
a people's drive," it said.

"All the organizations
(MCD, NDMC, PWD, DDA,
Delhi Cantonment, NHAI, etc.)

_should accordingly prepare °

necessary action plan, includ-
ing preparation of the roaster of
the roads for each MCD zone,

PWD Division, NDMC Road
Division to be covered every
week during the months of July

and August, 2022 (that is 8

roads in each zone and division
to be covered during eight
weeks). While finalising roads
to be included in the said roast-
er, preference shall be given to
such roads, which are relative-
ly in poor state as on date," the
letter further read.

In a tweet in Hindi,
Kejriwal has'said, "Delhi gov-

ernment’s weekly action plan to
make city roads excellent. Every
Saturday, every agency (PWD, .

MCD) will work towards mak-
ing eacH road under their juris-
diction excellent.” Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia,
who holds the charge of PWD,
said, “The Delhi Government is
determined to provide pleasant
commuting experience and
excellent roads to all the resi-
dents of Delhi.

For this PWD is workin
diligently and round the cloc
to make the city roads better.
But to make all the roads of the
city clean, green ‘and well-
maintained, all agencies need to
work together. This initiative
will be helpful in the direction
of making the ci?' roads better,
safer and beautiful."

"Delhi belongs to everyone
who lives in the city. Under this
initiative, Delhi Government
aims to involve the communi-
ty in this initiative so that peo-
ple take ownership of the roads
near their residence or place of
work and help us keep the city
green, clean and well-main-
tained.” Sisodia said.
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