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AAP MLASs, LG office exchange barbs
over charges of ‘interference in govt’

Alok KN Mishra

alok-mishral@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The confrontation
between Delhi’s elected Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) government
and the lieutenant governor
(LG), a representative of the
BJP-led Union government, has
intensified further within a fort-
night of new LG Vinai Kumar
Saxena taking charge.

Malviya Nagar MLA Somnath
Bharti on Tuesday claimed that
the LG dismissed appeals by
nine legislators who went to
meet him on Monday to express
concern over his intervention
on subjects under the purview
of the state government. Bharti
alleged that the LG said that, not
just Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA), Delhi Police and the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), all matters related to
Delhi come under him.

When contacted, an official
from the LG office rejected the
contention, and said that some
MLAs went to meet the LG with
a “prior partisan agenda” and
sought to provoke the LG. The
official also said that the LG was
not but was working as a facili-
tator in breaking departmental
silos to ensure seamless coordi-

Delhi LG VK Saxena with Aam Aadmi Party MLAs after a meeting

on Monday.

nation for better governance.
Bharti, in a statement,
insisted that the LG appeared to
have made his mind to interfere
in the work of the elected gov-
ernment. “The LG is refusing to
fall in line, and has expressed
his desire to continue infringing
upon the Arvind Kejriwal gov-
ernment’s powers. The LG is
crossing constitutional bounda-
ries by claiming that not just
DDA & Delhi Police, but the
whole of Delhi is under his con-
trol. The attitude of the BJP-led
Centre’s nominated LG makes it
clear that he wishes to meddle
with the work that people of
Delhi chose CM Shri Arvind Kej-

SOURCE: LG DELHI TWITTER HANDLE

riwal to do,” he said.

Jangpura MLA' Praveen
Kumar, who was among the
MLAs who met the LG, said that
he urged the LG to focus on the
poor law-and-order situation,
and the poor performance of
DDA and MCD (bodies that
come under the Centre) instead
of other issues under the pur-
view of the Delhi government.
“The LG retorted by telling us to
not live under this misconcep-
tion, and that all subject matters
are under him,” Kumar claimed.

The LG’s office hit back
sharply.

“Despite politically partisan
and provocative one-upman-

ship being exhibited by a few
MLAs who came with a prior
agenda, the LG has stuck to the
single point agenda of non-par-
tisan, collective, committed and
concerted efforts to be taken by
all for development of Delhi and
well being of its people. He has
made it abundantly clear that in
this task, he will be working in
tandem with the chief minister
and had already had fruitful dis-
cussions with him on the way
forward,” the official cited in the
first instance added, asking not
to be named.

The leader of Opposition in
the Delhi assembly, Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri of the BJP, also
issued a statement defending
the LG. “The LG wants to take
care of Delhi like a guardian,
but AAP leaders are behaving as
if someone is catching their
theft,” Bidhuri said.

Within a week of Saxena tak-
ing charge on May 26 -- he held
a series of meetings with offi-
cials from various departments
in this period -- AAP leaders
accused him of “overstepping
his jurisdiction” and interfering
with bodies such as the Delhi
Jal Board, which falls under the
preview of the Delhi govern-
ment. To be sure, parts of Delhi

have been witnessing signifi-
cant water problems, with DJB
struggling to manage the crisis.

Saxena's predecessors Anil
Baijal and Najeeb Jung and the
Delhi government were also
locked in bitter power tussles
since the AAP swept'to power in
2015.

A Constitution bench of the
Supreme Court in July 2018 held
that the executive power of the
Union government in respect of
NCT of Delhi is confined to land,
police and public order under
subsection 3 of Article 239AA.

The Centre, however,
amended the National Capital
Territory (GNCTD) ‘Act, that
accorded primacy to the LG
over the elected government
and stated that “government” in
Delhi will now refer to the LG in
the context of all laws passed in
the capital.

The Delhi government’s chal-
lenge to the amended
GNCTD Amendment Act, 2021
is pending before the Supreme
Court. Meanwhile, a Constitu-
tion bench of the apex court is -
seized of the AAP government’s
challenge to who controls servi-
ces in Delhi. The apex courtin
2018 had referred the matter
after a split verdict:
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CITY

Engineered Wetland Will Treat Raw
Sewage From Maharani Bagh Drain

KKALINDI BIODIVERSITY PARK: Move To Prevent Filth From Entering Yamuna
GAINING GROUND

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Officials at Delhi
Development Authority's Ka-
lindi Biodiversity Park have
started work on creating a
constructed wetland to treat
the raw sewage channelled
from the Maharani Bagh dra-
in. The engineered wetland
with a capacity of 500 million
litres a day will be the largest
in thecity.

Adozenof theseconstruc-
ted wetlands were planned at
biodiversity parks to treat
2,000 MLD of sewage from un-
tapped drains and untreated
water. Of the 12, one is func-
tioning at Neela Hauz, two at
Kalindi and a fourth will be
made operational soon.

According to professor
CR Babu of the Centre for En-
vironmental Management of
Degraded Ecosystems, the
engineered wetland treats se-
wageusingnaturalresources
like flora and fauna, stones
and granules.

They involve 25-30 species
of plants, layersof stonesand
boulders and two zones, the
first— a small pond —for oxi-
dation with microbes that de-
compose pollutants and ben-
thicfaunasuchasmolluscsto
eat coliform or bacterial pol-
lutants, and the second as a
physical filter with stones
providing turbulence and in-
creasing oxygen levels. The

THE PLAN

> A constructed
wetland at Kalindi
Biodiversity Park to
cater to the Maharani
Bagh drain

> To treat 500 MLD
raw sewage, which will
be released into the
Yamuna later

functional at Kalindi
Biodiversity Park of

10 MLD each; another
of 1 MLD functional at
Neela Hauz
Biodiversity Park

> 12 such constructed
wetlands were planned
to treat drains naturally
> Four have been
constructed, three

pond

Dhobi Ghat wetland

HOW THEY WORK
> Sewage is passed
through different ponds
and chambers

Oxidation

FITTEY Granules put in

are functional, the pathways
fourth coming up and elevations created
at Tughlagabad using bunds, stones, etc,
Biodiversity Park for turbulence so that
the water gets oxygen
BENEFITS

> At Neela Hauz, the biochemical oxygen
demand (BOD) improved from 50-80 mg/l to
less than 4 mg/1 (standard BOD is 3 mg/l max)

Filtration
chamber

> Dissolved oxygen improved
from nil to over 5 mg/1 (standard
DO is minimum 5 mg/1)

» Aquatic plants and microbes are used to
clean the sewage in different chambers

> Common plants include tupha,
phragmites, cypress, eleusine and colocasia

> Fecal
coliform within
standards

water collects ina wetland.
“Itisoneof themost effec-

tive, cheapest and permanent

solutions to clean sewage

before it enters the river,”
said Babu. Stating that const-
ructed wetlands were much
cheaper than the sewage

treatment plants (STP) favou-
red by some quarters, the
professor claimed that some
wetlands yielded even better

results than STPs.

Babu said that a construc-
ted wetland big enough to
handle 1 MLD of sewage cost
around Rs 4-5 lakh to build,
while an STP of the same ca-
pacity cost up to Rs 1crore.

Babu added, “At some
STPs, the biochemical oxy-
gen demand (BOD) levels in
the treated sewage was as
high as 40 mg/1 against the
standard norm of 1mg/1, whi-
le in the constructed wet-
lands, it reads less than 10
mg/l. The dissolved oxygen
too increased. We have recom-
mended two such wetlands
forthe Najafgarh lake too.”

Officials said that
there were already two func-
tional wetlands at Kalindi
Biodiversity Park of 10 MLD
capacity each and were cur-
rently treating sewage from
different drains.

“The new engineered
wetland will take at least six
months to be completed. It’s
abigger wetland with an oxi-
dation pond 100 metres in
width and length and 38 ft de-
ep. The wetland will treat 300-
500 MLD of raw sewage,” said
Yasir Arafat, scientist, Kalin-
di Biodiversity Park. “The
two already functional wet-

lands are treating sewage
from the Kilokri drain and
from the Dhobhi Ghat drain,
which itself is made of three
different drains. We have re-
ceived good results so far.”



