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Residents go to MLA over DDASs -

Times News NETwork

Prem Blsh!

changes to Deer Park green belt

New Delhi: Residents of
Safdarjung and Green Park
have approached govern-
ment officials and written
to their area MLA claiming
that ‘improper manage-
ment’ and alterations carri-

ed out by DDA at Deer Park §

and City Park at Hauz Khas
Village are changing the na-
ture of one of the last green
belts in the city.

More than 175 residents
have signed a letter, with
photographs attached, po-
inting to several incidents
of tree felling and picnic
huts being converted into
offices. Residents said de-
spite several attempts, they
failed toreach the officials.

A spot visit revealed that
the picnic huts have been re-
moved and a DDA office has
comeup in their place.

When contacted, a DDA
official said on the condi-
tion of anonymity, “There
were four hutsor cabinsear-
lier for public use,and most-
ly couples used to book
them. The existing DDA of-
fice was constructed over
two of the huts about three
years ago. We have now deci-
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UNDER THREAT? More than 175 residents have signed a letter,
with photographs attached, pointing to several incidents of tree
felling and picnic huts being converted into offices

ded to use the third hut as
well for office use.”

Asked about felling of
trees, the official said some
large branches of the cano-
Py trees were pruned to av-
oid accidents.

The residents, however,
alleged that “large parcels of
the land are being taken over
and used for otheractivities”.

“The picnic hut, desig-
nated as such in the Master
P]an,isbeingusedasanotﬁ-

ce. This is not appropriate.
People have the right to use
the space forapicnic, asitis
not possible to have one out
on the grass due to the pre-
sence of monkeys,” said
Sagri Chhabra, who led the
residents’ petition.

She also claimed at-
tempts are being made to
convert Deer Park intoazoo.

“Since the 70s, the park
has been home to the deer
and that ishowitgets 1ts na-

Times View

D elhiis tormented by
pollution. The green
zonesactasits lungs
allowing the city to breathe
better. They must be
preserved and protected. It
isamatter of serious
concernthat parts of the
greenbeltare being
encroached. The problem
must be nipped in the bud.

me. Why is there a move to
call it the AN Jha Mini Zoo
now? A zoo entails ticketing
and possible placement of
other animals. This could
change the character of the
park, which is a wilderness
zone and one of Delhi’s last
green belts,” the residents
said in their complaint.

They added that several
manmade structures, such
as fountains, have come up
near Hauz Khas lake, adja-
cent to Deer Park.

“There are enclosures
madeof plasticand the park
staff put food for the ducks.
The lake should be a living
lake and filled with fishes.
Letthe ducksfind their own
food,” said the application.
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— LGis crossing

boundaries,
says AAP MLA;
BJP hits back

New Delhi: Aam Aadmi Party
MLA Somnath Bharti on Mon-
day alleged that Delhi lieute-
nant governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena is crossing constitutio-
nal boundaries by claiming
that not just DDA and Delhi Po-
lice, but the whole of Delhi is
under his control.

Bhartisaid in a press confe-
rence that a delegation of nine
AAP MLAs met Saxena and ap-
pealed to him to not interfere
with the elected government’s
work. “Delhi LG is refusing to
fall in line and has expressed
his desire to continue infring-
ing upon the Kejriwal govern-
ment’s powers,” he alleged.
“Theattitudeand body langua-
geof the LG makes it clear that
he wishes to meddle with the
work thatpeopleof Delhichose
the CMtodo,” hesaid.

“The condition of DDA, Del-
hi Police, and MCD is extremely
poor, and we hope that the new
LGwillworktowards improving
it,”hesaid,addingthatas perthe
Constitution, mattersrelating to
land, police,and law and order in
Delhi fall under the LG’s purvi-
ew, while all other departments
come under the jurisdiction of
Delhi’s elected government.

While the LG secretariat
did not respond to the allega-
tions, Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said,
“Even in most matters where
the Delhi government can take
decisions constitutionally, it is
mandatory for the government
to take prior approval or ulti-
mate consent of the LG.” TN
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DDA reopens land
ling bookings
- Months after the been struggle to meet this crite-
gsrﬁ'epsrla"ploslewd amendmentsin  rion,assome lg:}d 0w§le§'sarenot
the land pooling policy, theDelhi  willing to participatein itor have
Development Authority (DDA)  not reglstergd SO fazl i 3

has once again opened registra- DDA officials sai ail registra-
tions for land owners to partici-  tions were opened to allow land
te in the'policy thatisaimedat owners in three sectors, Where
Fnaét'ing the Capital's housing  permissionto form consortiums
requirement. A senior DDA offi-  was given recently, to participate
cial said, “The registration will and meet the 70% contiguous
now be open till August 25. The Jand requirement to operational-
DDA recently issued provisional  ise the policy. The DDA is also
notice for formation of consorti- . workingon amending the De]!—li
in three sectors north Delhi's Development Act, 1957, for S‘.“ﬁ
Bawana, Tigipur, Fatehpur Jat implementation of the policy.
etc. Theland owners have to form According to the proposed
the consortiums by August end” amendment, it willbe mandatory
The land pooling policy was for land owners to participate in

. first notified in 2013 and later in theland pooling policy in sectors
2018 to meet the increasing where}n minimum threshqld for
demand for housing in Delhi. The participation has been achieved.
pOUcywillbeimplementedlnllo The three sectors include villages
urbanised villages. But thepolicy ~ innorth and northwest Delhi, “In
isyet to be operationalised due to all the sectors, we have got land
aclauseasperwhich 70%contig-  but it is not contiguous,” said a
uous land is essential. DDA has, DDA official. o
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Tussle between AAP and L-G
intensifies over issue of powers |

Row over Saxena’s purported statement that ‘entire’ Delhi is under his control

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

The tussle between the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and Vinai
Kumar Saxena intensified on
Monday after a delegation of
nine party MLAs called on
the newly appointed
Lieutenant-Governor.

After meeting Mr. Saxena,
the MLAs, including Som-
nath Bharti, former Delhi Mi-
nister, alleged that the L-G
told them that not just the
Delhi Development Authori-
ty and the Delhi police, but
the “whole of Delhi” was un-
der his control.

Mr. Bharti said that L-G
made this statement when
the AAP MLAs raised several
issues before him including
some pertaining to law and
order.

When contacted, the L-G’s
office did not offer any
comment.

Growing rift
Over the past few days, AAP
leaders have on several occa-
sions accused Mr. Saxena of
overstretching his Constitu-
tional powers and encroach-
ing upon those of the Go-
vernment of the National
Capital Territory of Delhi.

| The L-G’s office all this
while refused to be drawn in-
to a public spat with the
elected government, citing
norms of office.

b | ! L LT - 2 2
AAP MLA Somnath Bharti alleged that the L-G told them that

not just the Delhi Developme
but the “whole of Delhi" is un

Speaking about his meet-
ing with the L-G, Mr. Bharti
said, “The L-G is refusing to
fall in line and has expressed
his desire to continue in-
fringing upon the Delhi go-
vernment’s powers.”

Praveen Kumar, another
AAP MLA, who was part of
the delegation, said Mr. Sax-
ena told them that he was
well aware of his powers in
Delhi and did not need the
MLAs to remind him of his
authority.

The backdrop

When Mr. Saxena was ap-
pointed last month, the AAP
chief Arvind Kejriwal tweet-
ed, “On behalf of the people
of Delhi, I extend a warm
welcome to the newly ap-
pointed Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Delhi, Mr. Vinai Ku-

nt Authority and Delhi police,
der his control. «FiLe PHOTO

mar Saxena. For the
betterment of Delhi, he will
get full cooperation from the
Cabinet of Delhi Govern-
ment.”

However, the period of
calm was short-lived.

On June 1, AAP took the
first potshot at the L-G and
accused him of attacking
“Delhi’s constitutional sanc-
tity” and appealed to him to
not disrupt Delhi’s constitu-
tional framework.

AAP’s attack was triggered
by a meeting that the L-G
had called of the officials of

the Delhi Jal Board.
On Sunday the party ques-
tioned Mr. Saxena’s “si-

lence” on “the deteriorating
law and order situation in
the Capital”.

Mr. Bharti said, “We reit-
erated that the departments

TR

which come directly under
the L-G's purview are
plagued with endless pro-
blems. However, it is with a
heavy heart that I say this,
on behalf of all my col-
leagues, that the L-G Shri Vi-
nai Kumar Saxena claimed
that he has the authority ov-
er the entire Capital.”

BJP’s response
Reacting to the AAP MLAs’
statements, Delhi Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) spokesper-
son Praveen Shankar Kapoor
said AAP needed to stop
spreading “lies” that Mr. Sax- :
ena could only take up mat- - :
ters of services, land and .
order. 2
“Even in most matters
where the Delhi government
can take decisions it is man-
datory according to the con-
stitution for the government
to take prior approval or ulti-
mate consent of the L-G,” Mr.
Kapoor said.

He added, “Moreover, in
public welfare matters and
in cases where complaints of
corruption or of non-perfor- :
mance are concerned, the :
L-G is fully empowered to at- :
tend and inspect.”

Despite the deepening
discord between them, Mr.
Saxena and Mr. Kejriwal
have vouched for “better
coordination” to effectively
address the city’s issues.
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2years on, no ‘land bank’ for compensatory plantation

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Nearly two years
after the Delhi Forest Depart-
ment asked land-owning agen-
cies to create a “land bank” for
compensatory plantation of
trees in the capital, no prog-
ress has been made on the idea
and officials say it is unlikely to
become a reality.

In mid-2020, the Forest
Department had asked the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
and the development commis-
sioner to create a pool of vacant
plots to simplify and expedite
the process of compensatory
plantation.

“With the creation of a land
bank, the DDA will not have to

identify new land every time a
project proposal comes up and
agencies could approach the
forest department directly,” an
official said.

Agencies undertaking devel-
opmental projects approach the
DDA seeking land for compen-
satory plantations for trees felled
for their projects.

At multiple meetings, the
DDA told the Forest Depart-
ment it does not have land for
compensatory plantation or
afforestation and the few small
parcels it has have already been
committed for developmental
projects.

“Since we do not have land
for plantation, there is no ques-
tion of a land bank now;” a

senior DDA official said.
With the problem of land
shortage aggravating over the
years, the DDA got compensa-
tory plantation done in parks in
some cases, the official shared.
Under the Master Plan of
Delhi, it had been decided to
set aside 15 per cent of the area
for recreational land use under
which all parks, greenbelts and
forests are maintained.
“Against the 15 per cent
area identified for recreational
green use, the total forest and
tree cover in the capital is now
over 23 per cent as per the lat-
est State of Forest Report pub-
lished by the Forest Survey of
India, Dehradun,” the official
said. “Most of the recreatlonal

As tussle between Delhi govt SL-G
continues, AAP MILAs meet Saxena

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A group of Aam
Aadmi Party MLAs called on
Delhi LG Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena on Monday, a meeting that
comes against the backdrop
of the ruling party’s mounting
accusations of interference by
him in the government’s work.
Somnath Bharti, one of
the members of the delegation
while addressing a press confer-
ence yesterday claimed that the
L-G has refused to fall in line
and wishes to continue infring-
ing upon the Kejriwal govern-
ments powers. He said, “The
L-G is crossing constitutional
boundaries by claiming that not

just DDA and Delhi Police, but
the whole of Delhi is under his
control. The attitude and body
language of BJP-led Centre’s
nominated LG makes it clear
that he wishes to meddle with
the work that people of Delhi
chose CM Kejriwal to do”

Bharti further added that
the delegation made it clear to
the L-G that as per the consti-
tution matters related to land,
police, and law & order in Delhi
fall under him. The delegation
also raised issues regarding Del-
hi’s law & order situation, DDA
related problems, and other
matters in front of L-G.

The delegation further
raised concerns about the

delay in MCD elections and
how there has been negligence
in services that the MCD is
responsible for.

The AAP had last week
accused the L-G of meddling
in the affairs of the government
and not focussing on the areas
under his control.

“Members of the Delhi
Legislative Assembly called on
today. We discussed various
issues pertaining to the City
and their constituencies,” Sax-
ena said in a tweet.

Delhi Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia also met
L-G Saxena on Monday amid
allegations of interference by
him in the government’s work.

green areas identified under the
master plan are already satu-
rated with plantations... Other
vacant land parcels available in
small patches are required for
basic developmental needs of
the citizens of Delhi,” he said.

Citing a shortage of land in
Delhi, the DDA had recently
requested the Forest Depart-
ment to revise the compensatory
plantation scheme guidelines
and bring down the number of
saplings to be planted for every
tree felled from 10 to two.

The Delhi government, how-
ever, rejected the request and set
up a nine-member committee
to suggest alternatives to over-
come the shortage of land for
tree plantation in the city. It also

asked the DDA to inform how
much land is available for plan-
tation in the capital.

The DDA also wrote to
the Union Environment Min-
istry, requesting it to allow
compensatory afforestation
in neighbouring states for all
projects undertaken in Delhi
in view of the scarcity of land in
the capital.

The agency said the min-
istry should at least relax the
guidelines issued under the For-
est Conservation Act to allow
compensatory afforestation
for the projects implemented
by the central government and
public sector undertakings on
degraded forest land in the
neighbouring states.
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