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AAP’s Atishi accuses

L-G of interference
again: ‘Conspiracy
to derail democracy’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

HITTING OUT at new L-G Vinai
Kumar Saxena for not informing
the Chief Minister of a Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) meeting for the sec-
ond time, the AAP-led Delhi gov-
emnment called it a “conspiracy
to derail democracy”.

AAPMILA Atishi said, “The L-G
is continuously making a mock-
ery out of Delhi's constitutional
arrangement...(and)is acting like
a dummy of the BJP's central
government... The Lieutenant
Governor (has) the powers to for-
mulate policy ononly three mat-
ters — land, law and order, and
police. For matters such as elec-
tricity, water supply, schools, hos-
pitals, and to work for their bet-
terment, the people of Delhi have
elected the Aam Aadmi Party and
CM Arvind Kejriwal.”

The L-G on Saturday sum-
moned officials from the DJB and
also inspected two sites —
Pappankalan sewage treatment
-/ plant and Dhansa regulator.

" “OnMay 30, new L-G Saxena

called a meeting of Jal Board of-
ficers. Two days after that, AAP
raised questions on the legiti-
macy of the meeting. At that
point, we thought the L-G was
newly elected and perhaps was
not aware about the constitu-
tional provisions for the NCT of
Delhi,” said Atishi.

She added that other than
the three domains that are un-
der the L-G, the MCD could also
be considered to be under him
as it comes under the central
government. She accused the L-
G of neglecting matters under

-—

Atishi said the L-G is making
amockery out of Delhi’s
constitutional arrangement

him such as cleanliness of the
city which is the responsibility
of the MCD, providing affordable
housing by DDA, and maintain-
ing the law and order situation.

“Delhi’s law and order situa-
tionisinshambles since the new
L-G took oath; there have been
dozens of shameful incidents
like sexual harassment on the
Metro, and rape..." Atishi said.

She added thatifthe L-G goes
beyond his assigned role from
now on, “we will look upon it as
a conspiracy to go against the
elected government”,

Reacting to the statements,
Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen
Shankar Kapoor said “repeated di-
atribes of AAPleaders over inspec-
tion visits of the new L-G clearly
shows the AAP government is
fearing exposure of its failures”,

Meanwhile, the L-G officeina
statement said Saxena inspected
Najafgarh drain during the day.
“The L-G said a meeting will be
convened in the next week with
the Chief Minister and ministers
and officers concerned to chalk
out a concrete and time-bound
plan of action... towards develop-
ing the Najafgarh drain..." it said.

e
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Relocation chaos: Years on,
market hubs lack basic infra

Risha Chitlangia

risha_chitlangia@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Chemical Mar-
ket in the Integrated Freight
Complex (IFC) at Narela wears a
deserted look with the shutters
and doors of most offices and
godowns locked, and construc-
tion work on some plots aban-
doned midway.

Three years after the market
was relocated from Chandni
Chowk, following Delhi high
court’s 2019 orders following a
court case regarding the decon-
gestion of the Walled City, trad-
ers are yet to start operating
from here.

While the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) provided them
with land, traders say the lack of
infrastructure and basic ameni-
ties such as water supply, sewer-
age, police station, banks, etc., at
the new market has forced them
to look for options outside Delhi.
A majority of them have either
purchased or rented godown
space in Kundli (Haryana), just
5km away from Narela, or Sahi-
babad (Uttar Pradesh).

Raj Kumar Kapoor, president
of Rang and Rasayan Vyapar
Sangh, an association of dyes
and chemical merchants, says
that 720 traders were allotted
plots at IFC in phases since 2001
on a 30-year lease. “Two decades
have passed but there is no
infrastructure in place,” he says.

Like chemical traders, Chawri
Bazaar's paper merchants were
relocated to the IFC at Ghazipur
in 2004-05 and the traders at the
old tyre market on Gaushala
Road near Rani Jhansi flyover
were relocated to Sanjay Gandhi
Transport Nagar in 2015. These
markets were relocated for
either road-widening projects or
to decongest the city.

Their concerns are the same-
lack of infrastructure notwith-
standing, there are problems
related to the plot sizes, a lack of
flexibility to ply allied trade, etc.,
say traders in these markets.

HT takes a look at the issues.

Lack of infrastructure

While DDA had allotted plots to
traders in 2001, traders actually
ed constmctm their offices

2019 onwards, foﬂowlng high
court orders. While chemical
traders were barred from oper-
ating even offices in Chandni
Chowk, those involved in the
business of dyes and colour
were permitted by the erstwhile
North Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion (NDMC) to continue to run
their offices in the Walled City.
Chemical traders say that
there is no water supply in the

Anaerial view of the almost abandoned Chemical Market in the lntegrated Frelght Comple\( (IFC) at
Narela; (below) traders have to stock tyres on lanes due to paucity of space within shops in Sanjay

Gandhi Transport Nagar.

area and the sewers are in a bad
condition. While a majority of
traders have constructed offices
and godowns at the new market,
they don't have No Objection
Certificates (NOC) from the fire
department. “To get an NOC
from the fire department, there
has to be adequate arrangement
for water. But there is no water
supply in the area even after
three years,” says Sushil Goel,
former president of Chemical
Merchants’ Association.

When contacted, a senior
DDA official said, “The restora-
tion work of water supply and
sewerage in IFC Narela is in
progress and likely to be com-
pleted by June 30, 2022. Water
supply and sewerage services
can be provided then.”

Around 46km away from
Narela is Ghazipur IFC--where
paper merchants were relocated
from Chawri Bazaar. They too
complain about similar issues.
Piyush Jain, president of Delhi
Paper Merchants’ Association,
says, “The area is in a very bad
condition. The roads are broken
and the drainage system is not
effective. During monsoon, the
area gets waterlogged.”

Not to mention the market is
located near the Ghazipur land-
fill site. “Due to the stench, peo-
ple can't sit in the market for
long,” Jain says.

At Sanjay Gandhi Transport

" Nagar, where old tyre market

traders were relocated in 2015 to
make way for a road-widening
project near Rani Jhansi Road,
traders say that the erstwhile
NDMC, which was responsible
for the upkeep of the area, had
done no work. Even the roads in
the market are broken. Traders
say there is no drinking water
supply in the area. “We have
been just thrown on the out-
skirts of the city with no basic

RAJK RAJ/HT PHOTOS
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infrastructure,
Singh Sethi, president of Guru
Nanak Tyre Market Association.

says Hardev

Small plots, strict norms
Traders’ associations of all the
three areas complain about the
small plots allotted to them, say-
ing their trades require bigger
plots. At the tyre market, traders
have been provided 20-30sqm
plots. As there is not much
space, traders have stocked tyres
on lanes. “We deal mostly in the
sale and purchase of old truck
tyres, which are very big. The
space is not sufficient,” Sethi
says.

The Municipal Corporation of
Delhi didn’t comment on the
matter.

Due to the lack of develop-
ment in the area and the small
size of the godowns, a large
number of chemical traders
have rented or bought godowns
in neighbouring states. “There is’
no space to store huge chemical
containers. This is one:of the
reasons why traders have set up

godowns in Kundli (Haryana),
Sahlbabad (UP) etc. The state
policies there are favourable for
trade, and infrastructure is also
in place,” says Goel.

The strict land allotment
norms at the IFC have also
forced paper merchants to shift
to neighbouring states. As per

DDA'’s norms, paper merchants
can only store paper in the area,
and not related items such as
paper plates, cups, folders, etc.
Traders say that the demand for
paper has dropped over the
years with even government
offices gradually going paper-
less, and after the pandemic, the
situation has worsened.

Their demands

Paper merchants have
requested the DDA to allow
allied businesses to operate
from the area. The association
held a meeting with DDA vice-
chairman Manish Gupta in
March this year.

According to a senior DDA
official, “The matter is under
consideration as they have a
genuine concern. But no deci-
sion has been taken so far.”

As for chemical traders, they
want the DDA to complete the
deve]opment work at the earli-
est. “We have also asked the
DDA to provide us with addi-
tional land for storage,” Goel
says.

Tyre market associations
want the market to be relocated,
as their business has been
impacted adversely. Sethi says,
“We want the corporation to
relocate us to Punjabi Bagh. It is
impossible for us to continue
our businesses here.”
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action plan for Delhi

HT Correspondent

| NEW DELHI: World Environ.
| ment Day was celebrated

across the capital on Sunday,

| with the Delhi government

launching its ‘Green Action

| Plan for Delhi’, which includes
| @ massive plantation drive
| across the city as well as intro-

duce innovative concepts such
as urban and rooftop farming.

The campaign was launched
by Delhi’s environment minis-
ter Gopal Rai, who celebrated

| the event with around 2,500

—-

oo w= W oaa

school children at the Indira
Gandhi Indoor Stadium, also
felicitating Delhi’s 20 best eco-
clubs.

The action plan consists of
planting over 3.5 million sap-
lings across Delhi this year,
with the plantation drive to
officially begin next month.
Out of these, around 700,000
saplings will be distributed free
of cost.

Rai said agencies will also be

- required to carry out a third-

party audit to check the sur-
vival rate of these saplings,
stating under the Green Action
Plan, a roadmap will be pre-
pared for the quality of planta-
tion, soil moisture conserva-
tion and outreach and educa-
tion among people in regards
to protection of environment.

“Earth is our mother, and the
Delhi Government, led by the
chief minister, is doing every-
thing possible to save and
improve our mother nature.
Working better in this direc-
tion, the Delhi government first
converted buses to CNG, and
now electric buses are also on
the roads of the city,” Rai said.

“Furthermore, as a result of
the ongoing tree plantation
campaign in Delhi, the green
area in the city has gone up
from being 20% in 2013, to
23.06% in 2021. In addition,
Delhi has surpassed all other
cities in the country in terms of
per capita forest cover,” the
minister said, adding that the

The greenaction plan, which consists of planting 3.5 million
saplings, was launched by environment minister Gopal Rai. A

&’ﬂ

As aresult of the
ongoing tree
plantation
campaign in Delhi,
the green area in
the city has gone up
from being 20% in
2013, to 23.06% in
2021.

GOPAL RAI,

environment minister, Delhi

government was also pursuing
urban farming to add to Delhi’s
green cover, while around
10,000 ‘world-class’ parks were
already being developed under
the ‘Green Park Green Delhi
campaign’.

LG visits Yamuna

biodiversity park

Meanwhile, Delhi lieutenant
governor (LG) VK Saxena cele-
brated the World Environment
Day at Delhi Development
Authority’s Yamuna Biodiver-
sity Park in north Delhi, fol-

lowed by visits of a sewage
treatment plant (STP) in Nehru
Park in Chanakyapuri and a
rainwater harvesting (RWH)
site in the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) area.

At the biodiversity hub, the
lieutenant governor visited dif-
ferent ecological systems,
including medicinal gardens,
herbal parks, butterfly parks
and its wetlands.

Saxena suggested park
authorities to undertake plan-
tation of sandalwood and
moringa trees, apart from Bam-
boo.

“Climate change, water
shortage, pollution, unseemly
mounds of garbage and the
plummeting ground water lev-
els -- all of these are there for
us to experience first-hand as
residents of Delhi. We have to
take urgent steps to reclaim
and rebuild what we have
already lost in our mindless
pursuit of lopsided consump-
tion and development,” Saxena
said.

Delhi’s chief secretary and
the Delhi Development Author-
ity vice-chairperson also
accompanied the lieutenant
governor during the visit to the
biodiversity park.
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On environment
day, LG at park

students

Vo

with DU

Saxena suggested that the p udertakes plantion of trees like

e T
{m '.4 P

34

RN

Pl

* sandalwood and moringa to increase its ‘oxygenating capacity’

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Lieutenant gover-
nor VK Saxena on Sunday visi-
ted the Yamuna Biodiversity
Park developed by DDA to cele-
brate World Environment Day
with students of Delhi Univer-
sity. Saxena suggested that the
park undertakes plantation of,
sandalwood trees, moringatre-
es, bamboo, etc to increase the
‘oxygenating capacity' of the
park, and also add to its finan-
cial viability.

Appreciating scientists, of-
ficers,and their teams for crea-
ting an exemplary model of ur-
ban forestry in the midst of
concrete jungles, LG emphasi-
sed that time has come to take
the park to the next level by in-
novating, upscaling and rein-
venting. He also stressed on
the need to explore the possibi-
lity of using the water conser-
ved and recharged by parks for
augmenting the supply to ghe
city with an aim of making
Delhi self-sufficient.

He described groundwater
recharge through conserva-
tion of rain, flood, and storm
‘drain water withanaim toma-
ke Delhi self-sufficient for its
water requirements, as priori-
ty He stressed on therejuvena-
tion of Yamuna by ensuring
zero untreated sewerage dis-
charge into the river in a time-
bound manner.

Hesaidwork had startedon
clearing garbage mountains
 that bring international sha-
the capital, expressing

hope combined ef-
'soon see not on-

ly razing of these legacy mo-

* unds but also a functional sy-
stem in place for recycling and
processing concurrent garba-
geinthecity.

Saxena underlined that en-
vironmental degradation and
resultant catastrophic effects

“arenomoretopicsof academic
discourse and seminar discus-
sions, they are also for people
to see. Climate change, water
shortage, choking pollution,
unseemly mounds of garbage,
and plummeting groundwater
levelsare evident for Delhiites,

LG SAYS

i
b | :

dm‘ i""e' o i oS
G AR

5 HTLE gebibEt

hesaid, while interacting with
students from Shiva Ji College
of Delhi University.

He said the biggest chal-
lenge on the environmental
front today is the sustainable
and long-term management
and disposal of solid waste and
sewerage. “To plan for the futu-
re and simultaneously rejuve-
nate what we have lost already
was imperative and for this, all
of us will have to come together
and work in a committed and
concertedmanner,” the LG said.
He also visited an STP in Nehru
Park in Chanakyapuriand aRa-
in Water Harvesting site in the
NDMCarea. ;
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DDA plans to sell flats on first
come, first served basis in July

Move aimed at reviving interest of homebuyers, says official

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELI:H
The ' Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) is planning
to sell its unsold housing in-
ventory - from previous
schemes on a first come, first
served basis in July, said a se-
nior DDA official on Friday.

Only 5,227 of 18,335 flats
in the DDA’s special housing
scheme 2021 — in areas such
as Dwarka, Rohini, Narela
and Jasola — found takers af-
ter the draw of lots in April.
In March, the urban body
had announced that it had
approved an amendment to
its housing regulations,
which prohibited people
who already owned a flat or
a plot in Delhi from buying
its flats.

The official said the relax-
ation in the amendment is
likely to receive a nod from

Many allottees surrendered
flats in Narela because of
connectivity-issue, said the
official. =FiLE PHOTO

the Union Ministry in the
coming month, while adding
that the urban body will not
start any new housing pro-
jects in the near future.
“The flats are being sur-
rendered on a recurring ba-
sis, so it is better to sell them
on a first come, first served

basis. The reason for surren-
dering of flats in Narela is the
connectivity issue while
those surrendering their
flats in Jasola complain of |
high prices,” said the official,
adding that the urban body
is looking to curb the allot-
ment of flats to non-serious '
buyers. o
The DDA’s decision to dis-
pose of its unsold inventory
is being seen as a move to re-
vive the interest among ho- '
mebuyers, said the official.
Previously, The Hindu
had reported that all DDA
housing schemes since 2014
have had a poor response
with a majority of the flat-
s, including those listed in
the 2017, 2019 and early 2021
schemes, . remaining unsold
— an observation that the
DDA had admitted to in a
document. :
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