DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Hindustan Times

Green nod to Dwarka drain,
will ease flooding at airport

Jasjeev Gandhiok &
Risha Chitlangia

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: There may be an
end in sight for the waterlogging
problems at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA) as
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA)'s stormwater drain
project has been given the green
signal by the state forest and
wildlife department, almost two
years after it was sought.

The drain, aimed at removing
water from the airport area, will
be built through Dwarka’s Sector
8, DDA officials said. The forest
department clearance, which
came on May 17 and was put in
the public domain recently, was
crucial as an estimated 693 trees
will be impacted by the project.

Of these, 637 trees will be trans-
planted and 56 will be felled, the
permission document given to
DDA showed. The drain is
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from the airport up to Bharat
Vandana Park and further to
Trunk Drain 2. A sizeable por-
tion of the drain, which will be
completely underground, will
pass through a waterbody and a
park in Dwarka Sector 8, DDA
officials said.

DDA will have to deposit
%3.95 crore with the forest and
wildlife department as the cost
for felling 56 trees, and also bear
the cost of planting 6,930 sap-
lings, in accordance with the
compensatory plantation rules.

Senior DDA officials said the
construction work was awarded
just before the onset of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic in March 2020,
and was awaiting the requisite
permissions from the forest
department.

“We have to now deposit
nearly ¥4 crore for the trans-
plantation process. It will take a
few months before the work
starts,” said a senior DDA offi-

expected to be completed some-  cial, asking not to be named.
time next year, officials said. Forest officials denied delay-
The 3km long drain will run  ing permissions.
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" place.
‘already on the website, but still

A senior forest department
official from the west division
said DDA had to be prompted
multiple times to submit all doc-
uments required for awarding
the permission, and only then
could the site inspection take

“The document details are

several documents are missing
and DDA had to be repeatedly
told to share them with us,” the
official said, asking not to be
named.

Last year, monsoon - rain
wreaked havoc on the Delhi air-
port, with heavy waterlogging
being reported outside Termi-
nal-3, and airside.

To solve the problem, a series
of meetings were held by the air-
port operator DIAL, with DDA
awarding appointing IIT-Roor-
kee as a consultant in 2015. A
drain alignment was finalised,
and in 2019, DDA received funds
from the ministry of urban
development to ahead with the

project. g
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Stormwater drain
to provide solution

for flooding at IGI

Priyangi.Agarwal

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi govern-
ment’s forest department has
given permission to Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA)
totransplant 637 trees and fell
56 for construction of a storm
waterdrain in Sector 8, Dwar-
ka, to cater to the discharge
from IGI Airport. This will
prevent accumulation of wa-
ter and help solve waterlog-
ging problems during monso-
ons. However, the drain will

| notbeready this monsoon.

Spread over 5,000 acres,
the airport is divided into
northern and southern air
parcels. Northern Air Parcel,
spread over 2,500 acres, inclu-
des Terminal-1l, Terminal-2
andair cargooperations, whi-
le Southern Air Parcel inclu-
des Terminal-3 operations.

In the north, DDA's artille-
ry drainage network outside
theairport wasfound inadequ-
ate to take storm water during
monsoon, so it was decided to
construct another drain outsi-
de the boundary. Airport sour-
ces said DDA received fund
approvals from Union mini-

| stry of urban development for

new drain will be discharged
L__,__,

the construction in 2019. Later,
itapplied for approval from the
forest department for cutting
down trees on the stretch.

“As we have received per-
mission from the forest depart-
ment, it will take12to15months
to construct this drain. The
new drain willbearound 2.5km
long and will reach the airport
boundary. The water from this
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A DDA OFFICIAL SAYS

As we have received
permission from the
forest department, it |
will take 12 to 15 i
months to construct |
this drain |

E—

e ey

rr;to the existing one, which is
connected to Najafgarh drain,”
said a DDA official.

Airport sources said during
monsoon, rainwater from Mahi-
palpur junction and NHAI flows
into the northern access under-
pass, causing waterlogging in
the area. The water also enters
the airport’s northern side and
accumulates at the western end
near the main runway funnel
However, the construction of the
new drain would help prevent
accumulationof water. Theima-
ges of a waterlogged airport we-
reshared widely on social media
last year during monsoon.

For the project, 693 trees wo-
uld be affected. The forest de-
partment has directed DDA to
transplant 637 trees and fell 56.
The authority has also been as-
ked to do compensatory planta-
tion of 6,930 trees and submit
an advance deposit of Rs 3.95
crore for creation and mainte-
nance of compensatory planta-
tion for a period of seven years.

“The permission was gi-
ven to DDA after an inspec-
tion of the site to assess the
number of treesthat would be
affected and availability of
land for compensatory plan-
tation and transplantation of
trees,” said a forest official.

~——




R

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS . THoAv. ez 2022

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

' DEVELOPMENT AL

LIBRARY

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI *

o

i’«\ ‘-

' THORITY

No Time To Waste, Flattening

Landfills A Mountain

To Climb

3 THINGS MCD LACKS: Space To Dispose Of Inert, Funds, Alternative Sites

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: While preparing a
fresh action plan to raze the
garbage mountains at Ghazi-
pur, Bhalswa and Okhla land-
fills, the Municipal Corpora-
tionof Delhi(MCD)willhaveto
keep in mind certain challeng-
es that need to be addressed to
achieve time-bound results.

Even if MCD makes ar-

rangements to process app-
roximately 280 lakh tonnes of
legacy waste lying at the
threelandfillsinthenextone-
two years, it doesn’t have suf-
ficient space to dump inert
materials generated out of
this waste. Inert constitutes
60% of the legacy waste and
organisations like National
Highway Authority of India
(NHAI) can utilise maximum
30-35 lakh tonne in a year in
road projects, said officials.

“NHAI has asked us to

send inert for ongoing pro-
jects, including Urban Exten-
sion Road, Palwal-Faridabad
Expressway, Delhi-Dehradun
Expressway, but where will
the rest go,” said an official,
adding that MCD is reques-
ting Delhi Development Aut-
hority (DDA) to allow dum-
ping at more low-lying sites.
“The cost of transporting is
another challenge.”

The 2021-22 Economic Sur-
vey of Delhireveals that the ci-
ty generates more than 11,119
metric tonnes of garbage eve-
ry day The three waste-to-
energy (WTE) plants at Ghazi-
pur, Okhla and Bawana can
consume 4,200-4,500 tonne and
a portion goes to the compos-
ting plants. With no alternati-
ve site, the rest —around 6,400
tonne — is dumped at the alre-
ady saturated landfills.

Chitra Mukherjee, an ex-
pertoncirculareconomy and
sustainable livelihood, won-

File photo

Number of trommel
machines installed

Bhalswa*
Okhla| 25

Ghazipur 8 *300 tonnes
waste per day

52

North corpn 6,000 TPD

“Before reunification

10,000 TPD

Bhalswa |  Okhla ‘
July 2023 | Dec 2023

> Even if MCD arranges to
process 280 lakh tonnes of
legacy waste in next 2 years,
availability of space to dump
inert will be an issue

> The inert constitutes 60%
of total legacy waste

> Agencies like NHAI can take
amaximum of 30-35 lakh
tonnes in a year for road
construction projects

Legacy waste processed* S
South corpn 8,000-8500 TPD A%

East corpn 3500-4000 TPD

PLENTY OF GR@UM% 'F@ @@VER _

DEADLINE FOR FLATTENING LANDFILL

< Waste at landﬁll Waste processed
@ | 1. Bhalswa sofar (Intonnes)
'~ 60 lakh legacy Over
\ (Plus fresh waste dumped Over
\ _ atsite; it will reach 30 lakh 12,5 lakh
{ 9 tonnes by year end) 9.5 lakh
S 2.0khla : T
- 35 lakh tonnes R P
P e N (Plus fresh 30 lakh tonnes) g o ‘E-‘,_
¢ 3. Ghazipur = % N
140 lakh tonnes & 5
Ghazipur > The corporation ' challenge as there are no
Dec 2024 has asked DDA to cement kilns in Delhi-NCR
provide more space > Four C&D processing plants

for dumping inert
> No alternative land available
for dumping fresh waste
» 55% of fresh waste
generated every day is still
dumped at
saturated landfills
> Dumping of
refuse-derived fuel (constitutes
10-15% of legacy waste and has
low calorific value) is another

have capacity for consuming
5,000 tonnes of waste on a
daily basis

> Non-availability of funds

> WTE plant at Ghazipur ‘t?_.
under repair for six

months; 2,200 tonnes of fresh
waste dumped at landfill daily
» North corporation’s plan for
setting up second WTE plant at
Bawana shelved

dered that even if bio-mining
of legacy waste, which hadal-
ready missed a deadline, co-
uld be completed in two ye-
ars, how MCD would flatten
the landfills with the fresh
waste coming every da$.

T ———

“It is important to find a
long-term solution and learn
from successful examples wit-
hin the country such as Mysu-
ru and Allapuzha. Unless peo-
ple are fined for not segrega-
ting waste, the landfill burden

——

can't be reduced,” Mukherjee
said, emphasising on the need
for decentralised processing
systems, largely absent in Del-
hi. “Specifics of how MCD will
involve NGOs, waste-pickers,
RWAS, citizens also need to be

detailed out,” she pointed out.
On April 26, even after the
Bhalswa fire, the erstwhile
north corporation had no op-
tion but to dump waste on the
other side of the landfill. Even
if the three corporations had
managed to process and bio-mi-
ned over 42 lakh tonne legacy
waste after National Green Tri-
bunal’s 2019 direction, almost
the sameamount of fresh waste
have beenadded tothe landfills.
In east Delhi, the amount
of waste at Ghazipur is near-
ly double of the same at the
other two landfills. For many
years, the erstwhile east cor-
poration had tried to getanal-
ternative site from DDA to di-
vert fresh waste or set up an
engineered landfill, but thefi-
nalised site at Gonda Gujran
could noteventually be trans-
ferred, an official had said.
The WTE plant at Ghazi-
pur, non-operational for over
six months, has only added to
the mess. “It was supposed to
be ready by May, but during
the new lieutenant governor’s
visit, the concessionaire assu-
red to make it operational by
mid-June,” said a civicofficial.
The erstwhile east corpora-
tion finalised a project last year
for appointing a concessionaire
who would handle 50lakh tonne
waste in two-three years. With
themerger of the three civic bo-
dies, the project will now need a
fresh approval from the Centre-
appointed special officer.
Thousands of tonnes of re-
fuse derived fuel (RDF) at the
landfills, after processing lega-
cy waste, also have no takers.
“This has low calorific value
and can’t be used much at the
existing WTE plantsasthey get
sufficient RDF from fresh was-
te. For Ghazipur, we pursued
cementKkilnassociations forlif-
ting RDF; we will need to call a
tender,” said a civic official.
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MCD l t use uprooted

trees, branches in crematoriums

SATVIKA MAHAJAN

NEW DELHI: The efforts to
clear uprooted trees and fallen
branches continued in Lutyens’
Delhi on Wednesday. Delhi lost
over 290 trees, some of them
decades-old, during Monday’s
fierce thunderstorm, prompt-
ing the civic agencies to launch
special drives to clear the city
roads.

MCD, NDMC and DDA
swung to action immediately
to clear any blocked roads and
clean the areas under their
jurisdiction. However, fallen
branches and debris remain on
roads even two days after the
thunderstorm indicating the
onset of monsoon in the Capi-
tal. As per official reports, over
700 trees, branches, etc were
uprooted in Delhi. Officials
from the civic bodies claim that
workers have been on ground

since the storm ended and are
doing their best to clear any
leftover debris.

MCD officials said that the
collected timber will be used in
the crematoriums run by the
corporation. Timber will be
made available to other private
crematoriums as well through
an e-auction process set up
by the MCD. The civic body
received a total of 155 com-

plaints of trees fnlllng between -
9 pm on Monday to 3pm on
Tuesday.

NDMC officials have not
clarified how they plan to use
the fallen branches and trees,
but they.are likely to follow
MCDs footsteps and utilize the
material for crematoriums run
by them. As per their reports,
77 trees fell in the Lutyens
Delhi area.

NDMC Chairman Bhupin-
der Singh Bhalla, along with
NDMC member Kuljeet Singh'
Chahal visited the affected’
areas shortly after the down-
pour. Chahal recommended
that a compensatory tree plan-
tation drive be made to recu-
perate the green assets of the
area. His suggestions included
planting 10 trees in compen-
sation for each damaged tree.
Along with this, recommen- '
dation to constitute a Quick
Response Team to study the
causes of uprooting of the tree
and a coordination group that
can be dispatched immediately
after any such ecological event.

Officials from the MCD and
NDMC have stated that any
leftover debris will be cleaned
within the week and they are
working on ensuring that their
teams are ready to handle any

such future incidents. |
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