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44 MCD parking
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Auditors to check

saplings planted
by govt agencies
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NEW DELHI: The Mahatma Gan-
dhi Institute of Combating Cli-
mate Change (MGICCC), an
establishment under the Delhi
government, has begun appoint-
ing retired government servants
on a consultancy basis to carry
out third-party audits for planta-
tion drives carried out by green-
ing agencies in the Capital, offi-
cials aware of the development
said on Tuesday.

Officials said the retired gov-
ernment servants are being
hired to fill vacancies at the insti-
tute, and to ensure that multiple
audits can be carried out at the
same time, thanks to an increase
in manpower. “Owing to man-
power shortage, we are looking
to hire former government ser-
vants as consultants on a con-
tract basis. They will be required
to assist us in different planta-
tion audits so we can carry out
the work in around one month,
while also ensuring accuracy,”
said a senior official at MGICCC.

There are 19 agencies in Delhi
that carry out plantation drives,
of which only'nine have carried
out a third-party audit to deter-
mine the survival rate of sap-
lings. These 19 agencies include
the forest and wildlife, environ-
ment and education depart-
ments, Delhi Development
Authority, New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC), Delhi Jal
Board, Northern Railways, and
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC), among others. The
Municipal Corporation of Delhi

(MCD) is also a greening agency,
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which till last year functioned as
three separate agencies — east
MCD, north MCD and south
MCD.

In the financial year 2022-23,
the government had set a target
of planting 4.2 million saplings,
but ended up planting 4.7 mil-
lion saplings through the green-
ing agencies. This year, the gov-
ernment has set a target of plant-
ing 5.2 million saplings. A senior
forest department official said
that survival rate audits are car-
ried out for saplings planted at
least three years ago.

The hiring of retired govern-
ment servants, which started in
the first week of April, has taken
place following directions from
environment minister Gopal Rai
in April 2022, who had asked all
greening agencies in Delhi, who
were yet to gauge the success
rate of their plantation drives, to
get the MGICCC to carry out an
audit.

The MGICCC official quoted
above said that so far, five retired
government servants have been
empanelled to carry out future
audits, with the process to con-
tinue for the next few months.
“The audit, once started, will
take only around a month, but
we are still yet to receive propos-
als from other agencies. The cost
of the audit will be borne by the

" greening agency.”

CR Babu, head of the Centre
for EnvironmentaHVianagement
of Degraded Ecosystems , said it
is important to carry out fre-
quent audits of plantation drives
in a city like Delhi, where there
are extreme temperatures in the

summer and winter.

lots set to get new
contractors soon
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New Delhi: Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) has
issued fresh tenders for 44
parking lots and will issue
offer letters to concessionai-
res in two-three days.

Officials ‘said the fresh
tendering wasdoneforthefa-
cilities where the tender pe-
riod was over, sites were
transferred from other agen-
cies or for the fully or partly
non-operational ones. “The
process will help in internal
revenue generation and stre-
amline the parking facility
for visitors,” said an official.

The 44 sites are among
the 65 parking locations de-
clared free sometime ago.
“While 44 parkinglots, inclu-
ding a multilevel parking at
Rajendra Nagar, with 3,500
estimated car parking spa-
ces have been finalised, ten-
ders for the rest will be invi-
ted soon. We are planning to
adopt the cluster system in
future wherein parking lots
of one area or ward can be gi-
ven to one contractor and
this will include parkinglots
with both heavy and low foot-
fall,” said the official.

Some allocated sites in-
clude Aurobindo Place Mar-

in Milan Vihar, Shamshan
Ghat under boundary wall,
Geeta Colony, Hamilton Ro-
ad, Kashmere Gate, Ajmeri
Gateto Humdard Chowk, Vi-
deocon Tower in Jhandewa-
lan, in front of plotno.5to9
Eros Tower, District Centre
Laxmi Nagar, and Crystal
Coffee Home District Cent- -
re, Laxmi Nagar.

Tenders will be allocated
for three years, which can be
extended by two more years.
Tominimise chancesof over-
charging, MCD has directed
its staff to do random checks.

Thecivicbody hasaround
404 parking lots, including 14
stack/multilevel ones, with
an estimated parking space
for 51,000 vehicles. MCD
planstomakel6moresurface
parking lots operational in
thenext two-three years.

MCD is also coordinating
withDelhiDevelopment Aut-
hority (DDA) for transfer of
19 sites to develop parking
lots. “Wehavereceived NOCs

_for three sites in Dwarka

from DDA, including a site
behind Welcome Hotel, be-
hind Food Court near Sector
12 Metro station and behind
Radisson Blu Hotel, Sector
13,” said the official.
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New Delhi: Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) has submitted the draft Master
Planfor Delhi 2041 (MPD-2041) tothe Union
housing and urban affairs ministry and
expects its notification by mid-May.
“Wehavesent theplantotheministry
last week after incorporating the points
emphasised by the lieutenant governor.
Now the ministry will need to notify the
plan and we expect the process to be
completed by the middle of May,” said a
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T achieved. DDA recently found two par-

celsof land innorth Delhi eligible for for-

ming a consortium and developing them
as per theland pooling policy.

On February 28, lieutenant governor
VK Saxena approved the draft plan in a
meeting with DDA officials, including vi-
| ce-chairman Subhasish Panda. The
| ~highlights of the final draft include in-

clusive development, environmental
sustainability, green economy, infrast-
ructure development to create sufficient
housing for all, and innovative interven-
tions like transit-oriented development
hubs and land pooling.
MPD-2041 was supposed to be imple-
mented early this year. After the Supreme
| Court observed last September that it co-
| uldn’t remain in limbo, DDA officials said
it would be placed before theauthorities in
December; sent to the ministry in January
and the final document would be publis-
hed on or before April 30, 2023.

iRy R faeM, de WiH-2041 W &
gfer, forea wRewr 9 g e s R A

4
i
:
1
1y



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS CHelaD T | e

w19 Wiet, 2023 |

| T @ 5ph Fer Y ) 3R A o an v
'DDE ®IgrdI- SHO A 78
DIBRATE SIct, TR DR

e ™ R A a1 a8 WO Wi 2.
SR = | 7 ek ‘ v W

T fowen fonamr &t Srfereert Woran s 3
FIA TR I RIH » THIERl | iR
IR T €| AR o1 SR & o et
- ToTm errifed ST TR ST A Tl THSTESIR
‘%mﬁ%m@ﬁg@i%m
| S 9 GE THARIR - 8
wwamawmﬁg
T S R R S H g R .
A SN % o ST % g eTeifen
| TR 350 UG ¥ T Hi 18 A 14
foream yifr W Em < A AW W 1.5 freirie
el A e H AT Tl B |

SR Fosll SR a1 S ST 3 28 et '
2007 ¥ T & fow ereifea =t off, 5@ uf g s o ol S e )

ey SR h A A i ST e % 7T e o TIT=ran  STRee} sRat! 5 I8

3 e 3 O R o T R A | ool o (O e S gl f el 4 3¢

e o et % e 3 || S0 el

Tigg wRff e BRd & ReEem ® :
foren foumr & € Wrn s 9 foen ﬂwaﬁawmgﬁwﬁéaﬁwwmw

o 3 SRl & T A A TR | ST R TSR Tof X o A A SR T o7 2

3 1 SR W 17 el o Qe R | g Qe et ot i 4 7 @1 e ek & H gferr

§, 1o o% gfer iferiEl & eWaU® | SR PR IR @ A /

THIEAR <1 1 T2 st fere, St et e e

l
|
i
i




