DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

NEW DELHI | FRIDAY, 2 DECEMBER, 2022

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

*millenniumpost

DATED

SATVIKA MAHAJAN

‘PM Modi has fulfilled dream of slum e]ls’

NEW DELHI: Several senior
BJP leaders visited EWS flats
in'Kalkaji that have been allot-
ted to the slum dwellers of
Bhoomiheen Camp on Thurs-
day. With civic polls on Decem-
ber 4, the senior leaders of BJP
were present amongst several
jhuggi dwellers who have been
allotted houses under the ‘Jahan
Jhuggi Wahan'Makaan' scheme.

As per party leaders, 10,000
slum dwellers from different
parts and clusters of Delhi vis-
ited the EWS flats. The 3,024
flats of the complex had been
allocated to the slum dwellers of
the Bhoomiheen Camp. BJP vice
president Baijayant Jay Panda
said that on one hand there is
the Central government which
is constantly engaged in fulfill-
ing whatever promises it has
ma‘de and on the other hand

there is Kejriwal’s government in
Delhi which has been doing the
politics of spreading confusion
and making false promises for
the last eight years. It has done
no work on reducing pollution,
providing clean water for people
and cleaning the Yamuna dur-
ing the visit to the flats.

BJP national secretary Sunil
Deodhar said, “In its ‘Sankalp
Patra’ the party has promised
to give five lakh more houses
and BJP’s fourth time in MCD

_ S il
will bring a gift of seven lakh
houses for the slum dwellers.
Soon slum dwellers will have a
pucca house of their own. There
was a time when the rich used to
live in big buildings, but today
in the Modi government even
the poor can not only dream of
big buildings, but their dreams
are also being fulfilled”.

Deodhar further said that
in the municipal elections, the
people of Delhi will wipe out the
Aam Aadmi Party from Delhi.

State BJP president Adesh
Gupta while speaking during
the event said, “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has fulfilled the
dream of slum dwellers. While
Congress and Aam Aadmi Party
have made promises to the slum
dwellers for years, but till date
have only misled them.”

He further added that 17,000
flats are ready for slum dwell-
ers and will be handed over to
them soon.

Former state president

the flats.

Vijender Gupta said that the
biggest problem with the shum
dwellers of Delhi is that if it
is hot then there is trouble, -
if it rains then there is trou-
ble, if it is cold then there is
trouble and keeping all these
problems in mind Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has given
a gift to the slum dwellers.
Several residents of unauthor-
ised colonies and J] cluster vis-
ited premise and looked around
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Having Fallen Off The Map, Delh
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Villages Want To Have Say In Polls

Vibha. groug.com

New Delhi: Far from what | No.r IN WHE KHICHRIPUR

they woidd call the more
pampered residential coloni-
o5 in the city, the peaple in ru-
rad and wrban villages i the
capital feel greatly ignored by
the political parties, which,
runup e the municipal
are promising to make
life in the capital casy and be-
autiful As per the 2011 cen-
sus, thereare i rural and ur
banised villages in Delhi and
they struggle daily with their
awn set of problems

The village lands, used for

cultivation ance, have piven
way o housing compl
constructed by DDA and g
te developers. A large number
of unauthorised enlonies have
alsosprung up, blueeing the 1
ne betwesn urban habitals
and rural pockets. But while
there is the urban Delhi that
boasts planned roads, modern
infrastructure, waste disposal
and public spaces, the rural
Delht languishes without even
basic amenities.

Puor  roads,  haphazard
construction, uncollected gar-
hage, o constant struggle with

| revenue and municipal offiei-
alsfor ownership rights rothe-
1 o Lz and A losing badtle
| far pert won toexpand their
houses have become a part of
| lifeaf thesevillagers
“Thesad part is that people
wha buit rheir houses
unautharised colonies tiat ca-
meupon village Bnd can now
got ovmership under the PM
day Yojana The villagers, on
the contrary, can’t pebuild or
expand their houses becanse
the  mumicipal  authorttes
D won't sancten building plans
| unless we have mdividual ow
nership rights o our houses.”
said  Paras Tvag, founder
| Centrefor Yourh, Culture, Law
| and Environment (CYCLE:
tion working fi
seof Delhi villagers
“But village land inentirety is
recorded asane khasra', sowe
Cean't get individual owners-
hip The poverrment hasyet1o
! doanvthing toresolvethis "
With parties areiving fo
sepk their vates o the MCD

WITH TIME

ACCORDING TO THE 2011
CENSUS, DELHI HAS

105 vinages

(Urbam and rural combined)

and
| ]].3 census towns

PROMINENT URBANISED

VILLAGES FACING PROBLEMS
B_Illlalswa sl?lnkum
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election, representatives of
several villages shared an 18

paint agenda withthe conten-
ding rivals But the Delhi
Panchavat Sangh, which re-
presents 30 villages and
unanthorised colotics clai-
med that ot asingle political
party paid heed to their de

mands  Miffed with their
apathetie attitude, the mem:
Bors held a protest a1 Janfar
Vantaron Wednesday

= CcITY
(2o 5T VILLAGES
The villagers want rural
and unauthorised areas to be
kept out of the ambit of pro-
perty tax. villages to he bro-
ught under the commercial
category, all sealed estahlis-
hed to be freed, building by-

SEE

4 4 ty

laws implemented. permis-
sion given to build houses up
to 22 metres in height on big-
ger plots, and funds allocated
fior urbanised villages to b
used for welfare work,
Pointing out how the ro-
adsinallplotted arcasdevelo-
ped after taking over rural
land had been declared com-
metcial by DDA, Than Singh
Yadav. head, Delhi Panchayat
Sangh, Delhi Pradesh, said.

» Noownership 2
rights for villagers Eﬂ
on their properties

= Can't get building plan
| sanctioned

= Over TT00
crore of village &
| money lying in
fixed deposits not
spent on development
= Less than
< 0% of the i
development fund E
| of %2 crore per village
E' spent by government
» Commercial
activities not a
allowed as per [
norms
= Facilities for park,
parking, schools,

| community hall. ete,
4t | missing at most of places

| = Poor connectivity and
| transport facilities
» Narrow lanes, poor
drainage system
» Irregular 4
collection of
garbage, lack of
cleanliness
| = Getting matation
of property done in
urbanised villages tough

development area policy
yet to be implemented
= Noinfrastructure in
| lal dora areas, but
| property tax evied

> Redevelopment and
proper mapping of & . *
urhanised villages ___ sk
stilpending  jEs

“In contrast, no commercial
activity isallowed invillages
‘This is unfair While the go-
vernment plans big develop-
ments on land taken from vil-
lages, why is there no plan-
mng in villages*"

Sunil Sharma. ancther re-
presentative of the association

tus. the gram panchayats were
dishanded vears agn. “After the
graum panchayar lands were ta-
kenover by the revenuedepart-
ment, no attempt was made to
develop  parks,  comtunaty
halls and parking lots on thern
Even the garbage collection is
not done regalarly Why then
are we paying property ax?”
asked Sharma.

Sharma said that the go-
vernment should return the
gram sabha land to the villa-
gesardevelopthem asanimal
shelters or such facilities,
Others said that most of the
funds allocated for develop:
ment in urban villages were
naver utilised. “Over Bs 700
erore of village money s ly-
ing in fixed deposits hecause
the government hasn't spent
the funds for development. In
fact, the gowvernment has
spent less than 30% of the de-
velopment fund of Hs 2 crore
pervillage,” alleged Tvagi.

As for election assurances,
Yadsy polnted out that Cong-
ress announced 1t would give
villages relief from property
tow but didn't clarify whether it
was lal dora land or extended lal
dora land that would be exemp-
ted. Headded, “Similarly, BJP is
assuring us of construction of
peripheral roads around willa-
mes. But the fact is that these ro-
ads are already there, we have
only been demanding their wi-
dening. And none of the de
mandsof villagesand unautho-
rised colonies found any men:
tlon inthe AAP manifesto.”

Bhupinder Bazad, presi-
dent. Master Plan Commitiee,
Dethi Dehat Vikas Manch, said
that the development of urba-
nised villages Iargely depended
on the implementation of the
land pooling and green deve
lopment area policies, But the-
s policies, formulated in 2007
and notified in X5, have been
scrapped. “The policy was pre-
pared anew in 2018 hur hasn't
been implemented as yet,” said
Bazad, “Ata recent election me-
eting, Union housing and we
ban affairs minister Hardeep

and resident of Madipur villaes ~Puri

ge, said that whibe the urban re-
sidential colonies ave being
prumised ‘mini eouncillor’ sta-

omised -to
the changes In the %—
lopment Act. 1957 Thev 2

are keen tosee these thanges.”

i’s Home run: BJP

shows poor what

future may

Tarun Bent

hold

TIME WARP: With No Signs Of Development, They Want Political Class To Heed Demands L | \’

1 X

Several BIP functionaries were present during shum dwedlers' visit to the
Kalkaji EWS flate, recently handed over to the beneficiares by the PM

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesgroup.com

MNew Delhi: Since Prime Mi-
nister Marendra Modi han

ding over the keys of EWS
flats in Kalkaji to the resi
dentsof the nearby Bhomihe-
en Camp in November., BJP
has been showeasing this in
sitis rehabilitation project 1o
slumdwetlers fromacross the
cityasexamplesof their futu
re homes, Several buses were
parked inside the complex on
Thursday while BJP'scampa-
ign songs for the MCD polls
were plaved at one corner and
a life-size cutout of the PM
was plaved nearby as a selfie
point with facilities for get-
ting hardeopies of the photos.
Senior party functionaries,
including Delhi BJP presi-
dent Adesh Gupta and in-
charge Baijayant Panda, add-
ressed the visitors from a sta-
geinside thecomplex.

“All my life [ have lived ina
jhuggi. [tis congested there. se-
wer is overflowing, bathrooms
are dirty. If we pet something
like this, life wowld be peace-
ful,” Jasodha Burman. a 6-ve-
ar-old whocame from a nearby
slum despite her joint pain, sa
id while comung down after
checking a first-foor flat, Ma
ny other sium dwellers from
areas like Sriniwaspur. Rohi:
ni, Pul Prahladpur, Welcome
and Punjabi Bagh were im-
pressed by bathrooms, cleanl-

ness and open. i
,a'gbw wisitors, o
und theflatsta be tonsmall and

were apprebensive if the poll

promise would sventually be
Kept, Ram Vilas Yadav, whoca
me from Punjabi Bagh, sad
"My ZZyearold son s into
drugs, We want o
but | dom't know if &

COme out,

ald said people in his slum
didn’t know much abour the
schemne “1 have faith in Modi
Kejriwal, too, has given us free
electricity, 1 have not paid any
bill for the past fwo vears"”
Presenting its Sankalp
Patra for the cavic polls, BJP
had said that with the help of
the Centre, the party would
ensirea proper home for eve-
ry slum dweller in Delhi. Un
der Jahan Jhuggt Wahan Ma-
kan, 3,024 flats have been dis-
tributed and 17.000 maore are
ready. The beneficiaries are.
however, yer to gef posses.
sion. A Delhi Development
Authority official said work
was on to get water and alec
wricity. BJP is pirching the
scheme apainst AAPS free
electricity, which continues
o attract lower middle class
and slum dwellers
Seema, who has oome
from Pul Prahlad pur said the
biggest problem for wamen in
slums was dirty toilets " The-
seflats look good, we hope we
get one,” the 48 year-old said
Raj Kwmari. who came with
her daughter Simran from
Mangolpuri, said, “1t is good.
but small. | have three child
ren, the family will get bigger
with time. But we can goto the
toilet anytime here: at fhug-
gis, we cannol uge communi-
Ty tonletsat ot
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