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If bulldozers used 
HE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELH 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2023 

in slums, AAP will BIP MLAs don black to 
come in way: Rai protest AAP corruption' 

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com 
N 

Abhinav.Rajput 
@timesgroup.com New Delhi: A row erupted on Tuesday over the notices to 

villagers in Tughlaqabad to vacate the area, with AAP 
MLAs accusing BJP of "conspiring" to demolish slums 
after its loss in the MCD polls and the saffron party saying8 
there were court orders for their removal. 

New Delhi: Dressed in black 
with black turbans on their he 
ads, the BJP legislators protes 
ted in Delhi Assembly against 
the alleged corruption and 
swindles involving the AAPgo-
vernment. "Whether it is the 

There are skyscrapers in Delhi, but people who mana 
ge the lives of those residing there themselves live in inhu 
man conditions in jhuggis even after 75 years of indepen-

dence, said AAP minister Gopal Raiduringadebate in the 
ASsembly over a calling attention motion on 'demolition 

notices received by residents of Tughlaqabad village' 
Rai said thegovernment will take up the issue and, if ne 

eded, won't hesitate to take to the streets to stop demolition 
of slums. "If you have bulldozers, AAP has the chest to 
stand in front (of them),"hesaid, addingthat unless rehabi-
litation is carried out, no new demolition can take place. 

TOIhad earlier reported that ASI served over 1,000no-
tices during its anti-encroachment drive to clear squat-
ters in the protected Tughlaqabad Fort area. The encroa-

chers had been asked to vacate the space within 15 days or 

face demolition. 

purchase of buses, whether it 
is the Rs 60,000 crore corru 
tion in Delhi Jal Board, whet-
her it is the excise policy the 
Kejriwal government is com 
letely embroiled in corrup 
tion," declared BJP MLA Ajay 
Mahawar in the assembly. 

Mahawar said, "This go-
vernment won votes in the 
name of Lokpal, but is comp-

letely embroiled in corrup-
tion. Corruption by several 
ministers have come to light. MLAs should be allowed to civilsupplies department?" 
A minister is in jail for seve-
ral months and the chief mi est. such as the ration distri- tuency there are around one 
nister is trying to shield 
him."These allegations led to tion, but weren't being given nomically weak. We have been 
an uproar in the House. 

The Speaker, Ram Niwas 
Goel. suspended five B.JPMLAS several cases, including exci by DDA and a school readied by 
-Ajay Mahawar, Jitendra Ma-
hajan, OP Sharma, Abhay Ver. 
ma and Anil Bajpai - for the 

day after they protested against 
AAP MLA Atishïs calling at 
tention motion on the alleged thi_,"said Bidhuri. 
"interference" of lieutenantgo 
vernor VK Saxena in the mat-
ter related to sending primary 
teachers in Finland for trai-

BJP legislators protest outside Delhi Assembly on Tuesday 

the assembly premises. 
Speaking in the assembly vernment unable to lift it for 

leader of the Opposition Bid- three months? What can be a 
huri later said that the BJP bigger failure for the food and 

said. "But why is Delhi go-

Initiating discussion 
on the motion, Tughlaqa 
bad MLA Sahiram deman 
ded registration of FIRs 
against officers wh0 allo 
wed development of the 
colony in his constituency 

What were the offi 
cers doing when the colo 
ny was developing? Near 
ly 10,000 houses have been 
constructed there. There 
are 20,000 residents with 
voter ID cards and they 
have beengiven 15 days to vacate," Sahiram said, urging 
the Speaker and CM to take up the issue with the Centre 
and stop the demolition. 

Kalkaji MLA Atishi said in several parts of the city 
notices for demolitionof slums started being issued a few 
weeks after BJP lost the MCD polls. "It is a pre-planned 
conspiracy of BJP to clear slums in Delhi. I want to tell 
the BJP LG and DDA that no matter how many notices 
they issue, no bulldozers wil be allowed by the Kejriwal 

government and AAP," she added. 
AAPMLAfrom Mehrauli Naresh Yadav said people in 

his constituency are "scared" because of notices sent to 

them over an upcoming archaeological park. "The noti-

ces should be withdrawn. I appeal to the LG not to work 

against the people of Delhi, "he said. 

Leader of the Opposition RS Bidhuri accused AAP 
MLAsof lying in the Assembly without presentinga comp-

lete picture of the 1Ssue and alleged the Kejriwal govern 

ment wanted slums to exist for "political reasons". "There 

is a court order regarding Tughlaqbad village. If AAP 

MLAs are so concerned, they should ask the CM to with-

draw the order surrendering the land to ASI," he said. 

Responding to Atishi's claim that DDA had served 

eviction notices to residents of Subhash camp, which is 

under Bidhuri's constituency Badarpur, he saidthe camp 
was settled on pond land and was to be removed in compli-

ance with an SC order. 

GOPAL RAISAYS 

di_cuss issues of public inter. Gupta added, "In my consti-
There are skyscrapers 
in Delhi, but people 

who manage the lives 
of those residing there 

themselves live in 
inhuman conditions in 
jhuggis even after 75 
years of independence 

bution system and corrup lakh people, many of them eco 

such opportunities. "Investi trying for years to build a scho 
gating agencies are probing Ol for which land was allotted 

se policy and purchase of 2022 at a cost of Rs 45 crore. But 
DTC buses. The discrepanci- Delhigovernment has taken an 
es in water bill collection also arbitrary decision and made it 
warrants a short discussion. into a School of Specialised Ex 
But we are allowed none of cellence. Bright students from 

across Delhi can study there, 
but not the local children." Bidhuri also claimed that 

the rationing system had be-
en brought toa standstill. "1.9 not have a problem witha spe. 
lakh quintals of ration gra cialised institution, but it 
ins are in the godown of the 

government of India. Delhi regular school. "You run clas government has to lift them 

Gupta said that he does 

ning. The quartet was marsha 
led out, while two others - Vi 

jender Gupta and Ramvirr 
Singh Bidhuri- staged a andgivethem to migrant wor 
walkout from the House. Later, 
the BJP MLAssat on dharna on 

was achieved by removing a 

ses in shifts, we will not mind 
- one shift for regular stu dents of classes I to XII, anot 

kers. The Centre has sent se-
veral reminders on this," he hertor the bright students." 
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BUP conspiring 
for demolition of 
slums, says AAP 
Court ordered 
removal of 
Tughlaqabad 
village slums, 
retorts BJP 

no slums should be removed 

unless people living there are 
rehabilitated," he told the 
Assembly. lnitiating discus-
sion on the motion, 
Tughlaqabad MLA Sahiram 
demanded registration of FIRs 
against oticers who allowed 
development of the affected 
colony in his constituency. 

"What were the officers 
doing when the colony was 

STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI developing? Around 10,000 
houses have been constructed 

The AAP on Tuesday alleged there. There are 20,000 resi 
that the BJP is conspiring dentshaving voter iD cards and 

for demolition of slums in the they have been given 15 days 
city atter its deteat in the MCD time to vacate, Sahiram said 

pols. Development Minister urging the Speaker and Chief 
Gopal Rai asserted in the Minister Arvind Kejriwal to 
Assembly that the Kejriwal take up the issue with the 
Government stands with the Centre to stop the demolition. 
slum dwellers. 

Rai said it was a clear view conmpläined of notices served 
of the AAP Government that on residents of slums under 
unless rehabilitation is carried their constituencies by difter 
Out, no new demolition can ent agencies. 
take place. 

Hitting back, Leader of the notices started being issued 
Opposition Ramvir Singh a few weeks after the BJP lost 
Bidhurt charged that the AAP the Municipal Corporation of 
MLAs lied" in the Assembly Delhi (MCD) polls, for demo-
without presenting complete lition of slums in several parts 
picture ot the issue. He said of the city. 
there were court orders for 

3IGTCI 75 HIT K it ARA 

Several other AAP MLAs 

Kalkaji MLA Atishi said 31HRJllcl 

"It is a pre-planned con-

Temovalof slums in spiracy ot the BJP to clear 
Tughlaqabad village and slums in Delhi. I want to tell the 
Mehrauli area. BJP LG and DDA no matter 

Rai, participating in a how many notices they issue, 
debate in the House over a call- no bulldozers will be allowed 

FRAR 13 a7 9 ing attention motion on by the Kejriwal government 
"demolition notices received by and the AAP" she asserted. 

Fesidents of Tughlaqabad vil-
lage, said the Aam Aadmi Development Authority (DDA) 
Party (AAP) government will has served eviction notices on 
take up the issue and it will not residents of even Subhash 

hesitate to take to streets to stop Camp slum under Bidhuris 
demolition of slums if need be. constituency Bacdarpur. 

We will stop it. The gov-
ernment stands with the slum Subhash Camp in his con-
dwellers. It was our view even stituency was settled on a pond 
in 2015 when the AAP formed land and it was to be removed 
government in Delhi that there in compliance of a Supreme 
should be no encroachment but Court order 

She claimed that the Deihi 

Bidhuri, however, said the 
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