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TIMES CITY

3 Mths To G20 Events, Delhi Looks
To Showcase Itself To The World

GEARING UP FOR G20

LG & Sisodia
Call It Massive
Opportunity

Atul.Mathur
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With less than
three months to go for the
first G20 event, lieutenant go-
vernor V K Saxena on Wed-
nesday said the summit pre-
sented an “unprecedented
opportunity” to the capital to
showcase itself to the world
and emphasised that it sho-
uld be utilised to emergeasa
city that is “forever clean and
forever in celebration”.

Chairingahigh-level mee-
tingtoreview preparationsin
therun-uptothe G20eventsto
be hosted by Delhi, the LGun-
derlined a very tight timeline
for complete overhaul and re-
vamp of thecity Sources said
Saxena called for “seamless”
coordination between vario-
us agencies and exhorted all
toworkasateam.

“The LG cautioned that
any lapse in delivery will be
taken seriously. Responsibi-
lity will be fixed and string-
entaction will betaken,” said
an official.

The meeting was atten-
ded by deputy CM Manish Si-
sodia, ministers Kailash
Gahlot and Raaj Kumar
Anand, chief secretary Na-
resh Kumar, police commis-
sioner Sanjay Arora, NDMC
chairman Amit Yadav, DDA
vice-chairman Manish Gup-
ta, MCD special officer Ash-
wani Kumar and senior Del-
hi government officials. CM
Arvind Kejriwal, who was al-
so scheduled to attend, was
“indisposed”, said officials.

According to officials, the
LG asked the agencies to en-

Phato: Piyal Bhattacharjee

Infrastructure | Improvement
of road infrastructure, travel,
transportation,
walkability

and signage.

Beautification

below flyovers,

sprucing up

of roads and footpaths,
availability of drinking

water at public places, and
prevention of waterlogging
Sanitation and Beautification
| Waste management by
ensuring total

segregation and

installation of

quality dustbins,

cleaning of

central and side

verges of roads, fast-tracking
the flattening of landfill

sites, and completion of
work at Okhla landfill site.
Beautification of markets and
public places, installation of
public sculptures

| Organising events, such as

| Maintenance, landscaping

and facade; \
illumination of
monuments.
Sprucing up of
Iconic markets
Citizens' Engagement

and Youth Participation |
Improving road and sanitary
discipline by encouraging
residents to volunteer.

G20 marathon; weekend
community events; decorated
autos, rickshaws, Metro

' photography

KEY EVENTS
March 1-2 | G20 June 5-6 | Sept3-6| Sept 5-6 | Fourth
foreign ministers  Parliament  Fourthsherpa  finance and central
meeting 20 Summit meeting bank deputies meeting
I I
IR o TR I S G Y © T SRR S © SO0 I
B i HIWHIWEWIM'“EB}
B P, Septs-10|  Septs|oint Sept 7| Joint Sept 6 | Joint
( ; G20 Summit  finance andenergy  finance and energy  sherpa and finance
ministers meeting deputies meeting deputies meeting
LAt S STHRUS ad

| and buses; essay

writing and
debates; art and

competitions;

wall expression

Summit Documentation |
To ensure learnings and
experiences are recorded
for posterity. Branding and
communication around

G20 themes of

Vasudhaiva !,
Kutumbakam i
and Atithi

Devabhava

sure uniformity of architec-
tural and aesthetical aspects
of the stretch between Karta-
vya Path (Central Vista),
where most visiting delega-
tes will travel, and the con-
vention centre at Pragati Ma-
idan. Healso stressed on aug-
menting the 5G network in
and around the summit sites,

sprucing up hotels, especial-
ly inthe NDMC area, introdu-
cing double-decker buses on
limited roads and starting
hop-on-hop-off (HoHo) bu-
ses, sald an official.

Among major thrust are-
as identified by NDMC were
improvement of infrastruc-
ture, including roads, travel

and transportation, walkabi-
lity, signage and flyovers.
“Since six of the eight
events will be held in Septem-
ber during monsoon, there
will be special emphasis to
put in place foolproof and
permanent measures to pre-
ventwaterloggingalongarte-
rial roads,” said an official,

Sanitation, including
waste management, cleaning
of central and side verges of
MCD roads and fast-tracking
flattening of landfills, especi-
ally the Okhla site, was anot-
her key improvement area.
Nluminating monuments,
landscaping and beautifica-
tion of iconic markets will al-
sobeon agencies’ agenda. Of-
ficials said visits by delega-
tes will be organised to the
markets, Bangla Sahib gurd-
wara and Iskcon temple.

Residents will be encoura-
ged to volunteer for improving
road and sanitary discipline,
and events such as G20 marat-
hon, social media campaigns,
essay writing, debates, and art
and photography competi-
tions will be organised.

Sisodia described the
G-20summitasabigopportu-
nity and also a massive re-
sponsibility for the govern-
ment to ensure Delhi's suc-
cess asa host city.

“Transport minister Gah-
lot assured all required steps
with regard to acquisition of
electric buses and branding of
public transport will be comp-
leted on time,” a statement
from the LG Secretariat said.

India assumed the G20
presidency for a year from De-
cember 1 and will chair over
200 meetings. Delhi will host
eight events starting with the

foreign ministers’ meet on
March 1-2. The:main suunmit
willbeheld onSeptember-10.
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ty Register

To Promote Conservation, Sustainable Use And Documentation Of Biological Diversity

Vibha.Sharma @timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD) has for-
med a seven-member commit-
tee for promoting conservation,
sustainable use and documen-
tation of biological diversity

The panel, formed as per
an NGT order and according
to Biological Diversity Act,
2002 and Biodiversity Rules,
20035, will conduct asurvey and
record local biological resour-
ces, their medicinal and other
uses and traditional knowled
peassociated with them.

The members include de-
an of school of environment,
Guru  Gobind University,

conservator of forests (Delhi
government); director (horti-
culturey DDA and director I,
11 and 111 of MCD. The panel
will be headed by Prof SS
Sindhu, head of department
of floriculture division at the
Indian Agriculture Research
Institute (Pusa).

“The committee will study
the entire forest cover, 15,000
MCD and DDA parks and
other green areas to prepare a
‘people biodiversity register”
in consultation with locals,”
saida senior MCD official.

The committee formation
was pending for months due
to the civie body's unifica-
tion. After MCD's special offi-

cer on September B gave app-
roval for it, an introductory
meeting was held on October
1. A decision was taken to
conduct meetings regularly.
“We apprised Delhi Biodi-
versity Council (DBC) about
the meeting and decisions ta-
ken, after which it informed
National Biodiversity Authori-
ty (NBA), Chennai, about the
development,” said the official,
“The Biological Diversity
Act mandates every local body
in the country to form a com-
mittee and document biological
diversity, including habitat pro-
servation, conservation of land
races and animal breeds. The
idea is not just to understand

AN MCD OFFICIAL SAYS

The committee will
study the entire forest
cover, 15,000 MCD and
DDA parks and other
green areas to prepare
a ‘people
register’ in consultation
with locals

he biodiversity but also take
stock of the steps needed for its
sustenance,” said an official.
For instance, in the weeds
category, the committee will
register the scientific name of
a variety, its local name, crops

Over 10L potted plants to be procured
for beautification at key locations

Times News Network

New Delhi: Over 10 lakh ex-
otic potted plants will add to
the beauty of the national ca-
pital as it gets ready to host
the G20summit in September
next year, forest department
officials said on Wednesday.

Officials informed that
the horticulture wings of
both Delhi and central go-
vernments have been asked
to decorate public spaces
with exotic flowering and or-
namental plants. The Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA), New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC), Public
Works Department (PWD)
and Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) will be invol-
ved in the work.

“Different species of exotic
plants will be placed at key lo-

cations. Special attention will
be given to the stretch between
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, Lutyens' Delhi, India
Gate area, and Pragati Mai-
dan, themain venueof the G20
summit in Delhi. Initial direc-
tions have already been sent,
but final targets for each de-
partment will be finalised by
April next year We hope that
at least 10 lakh such plants will
be procured for beautifica-
tion,” a forest official said.
Official added the depart-
mentsconcerned havealready
been asked to float tenders for

procurement of pots, plants
and seedlings. The plants will
be decorated in public spaces,
roundabouts, major intersec-
tions, flyovers, etc.

Anofficial from DDA said,
“We have received communi-
cation to arrangeand mainta-
in plants. According to the
communication, 1.5 lakh flo-
wering plants have to be pro-
cured — 50,000 each by DDA,
NDMC and MCD. Another 1.5
lakh outdoor plants must be
initially procured and main-
tained by these agencies. We
expect directions for more

be given to the stretch
between Indira Gandhi
International Alrport,
Lutyens’ Delhl, India
Gate area, and Pragati
Maidan

affected, uses and manage-
ment options. For fruit plants,
details like sources of seeds,
seasoning of fruit as well as
past and present status will be
recorded. In the soil type cate-
gory, features like colour and
texture and suitability for
plant/crop will be noted.

The committee has also
been tasked with stopping il-
legal access to bioresources,
furnishing information to
NBA and DBC, levying char
ges for collecting the resour-
ces for commercial purposes,
maintainingdataof local vai-
dyas using resources, and
managing the biodiversity
fund as per guidelines.

e

procurement to follow soon.
The purpose Is pure beautifi-
cation ahead of the G20 sum-
mit,"” said n DDA official.

Thesummitwillseeaslew
of meetings throughout the
year between ministers, se-
nior officials, and civil socie-
ty starting December:

The panel willalso look af-
ter management of heritage
gites, animals, micro-orga-
nisms, sacred groves and wa-
ter bodies and conservation
of traditional wvarieties of
economically important
plants. The committee,
which received a grant from
NBA, is required to complete
its work within three years.

“We plan to use the servi-
ces of an organisation/ NGO
with expertise in the subject.
We have already received re-
presentation from an organi-
sation doing a similar survey
in Thane. A decision in this
regard will be taken soon,”

| said an official.

w
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High-level meeting
held to review G20

‘Engineering landfill
in city by April 2023

Summit

STAFF REPORTER B2 NEW DELHI -

n a high-level meeting held
Ion Wednesday to review the
preparations for the G-20
Summit involving all stake-
holders, Delhi Lieutenant-
Governor VK Saxena tressed
on the need for a "eomplete”

makeover of the city that will .

host eight events of the summit,
beginning March 1, 2023. The
- meeting wasalsa scheduled to
be attended by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal but he could
not do so due to health reasons.

. ing and

ment, sanitation will be the
other biﬁarea, involving clean-

eautification of roads;
fast tracking of work to flatten
three ]andgll sites (garbage
dumps) with’an aim to com-
plete flattening of one at Okhla
before commencement of the
summit events. Indian culture
will be showcased with land-
scaping and-facade designing
and illumination of monu-
ments and architectural land-
marks of the city including
Qutub Minar, Red Fort, Lodhi

Garden, Purana Quila, and

‘Humayun's tomb.

Apart from this, iconic
markets in the city including
Connaught Place, Chandni
Chowk, Khan Market and Dilli
Haat will be spruced up and

overhauled. Visits of G-20 del-

egates to these markets and lan-
gars at places like Bangla Sahib
arid ISKCON temple will be

* organised on the sidelines of

the summit events.

“The Chairman of NDMC

Amit Yadav has given a pre-
sentation regarding the five
set goals and targets which is to
be achieved before the summit.

The first point is improv-
ing city’s infrastructure by
revamping of roads, walkabil-
ity, refurbishing signaiges, beau-
tifying undet side of flyovers,
foolproot and permanent mea-
sures for preventing water-log-
ging, owing to the fact that six
out of eight events were sched-
uled to be held in the city, when
the monsoons will yet be active.

preparations

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) is likely
to create an “engineering
landfill” in the city’s Tehk-
hand area by April 2023.
The Delhi Development
Authority has allocated ov-
er 47 acres to the civic bo-
dy for the project.

A senior civic body offi-
cial said the new landfill in
Tehkhand will be unlike
the existing landfills in the
city. “Materials such as
ash, which we receive from
our waste-to-energy
plants, will be dumped
here. Unlike what we see at

the sanitary landfill sites,
the engineering landfill site
will have provisions to en-
sure that the leachate does
not contaminate the soil
and the groundwater is not
affected. These measures
will be put in place before
the site is operational,” the
official added. MCD Com-
missioner Gyanesh Bharti
in his budget speech,
which was released by the
civic body on Tuesday, said
over 32 acres of the land al-
located by the DDA will be
utilised to create the engi-
neering landfill site. The
Capital has three sanitary
landfill sites — Okhla,
Bhalswa and Ghazipur.
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