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Sachdeva lists plan to widen reach
of BJP, expand voter base in capital

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi BJP's acting presi-
dent, Virendra Sachdeva, said his tar-
get would be to strengthen the organi-
sation further, reach out to the benefi-
ciaries of the Modi government and
target over 50% votes for the party in
the upcoming polls. “We havea vibrant
organisation, which would be further
strengthened as multiple activities wo-
uld be taken up in the coming days,”
Sachdeva said after taking charge.
AAP has won the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) elections with 134 se-
ats, ending the 15-year run of BJP in the
civic body. BJP has won 104 seats with
39.09% vote share. In the previous civic
polls in 2017, BJP won181out of the 270 se-
ats across the three erstwhile municipal
corporations with a vote share of 36.08%.
The central government has taken
various initiatives in Delhi through
various agencies like adopting in situ
rehabilitation schemes, building of a
road network to tackle pollution. and

Virendra Sachdeva

offering benefits under Pradhan Mant-
ri Awas Yojana and Ayushman Bharat.
“We will update the list of the benefici-
aries of the central government sche-
mes and reach out to them through our
workers,” Sachdeva said.

In early November, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi handed over the keys to
eligible beneficiaries of Bhoomiheen
Campafterinauguratingthe 3,024 newly
constructed flats at Kalkaji under the In
Situ Slum Rehabilitation Project. “More

such projects are in line, which we will
get expedited... With the central funds,
electric buses have also been bought, ex-
pressways, Central Vista have been bu-
ilt... We will go to people with all our
work,” the acting president said.

Soon after interacting with party
workers on Monday, Sachdeva also met
senior party functionaries and some
MPs, including Parvesh Sahib Singh,
Manoj Tiwari and Harsh Vardhan. “All
former presidents, senior workers and
MPs have made a special contribution in
building the party organisation, and
with their blessings, I will start the work
of campaigning for the party from to-
day,” hesaid. “While on one hand, we will
work to strengthen the organisation, on
the other, we will ensure through the cen-
tral government that under Jahan Jhug-
gi Wahan Makan Yojana, more and more
poor people get houses and people in
unauthorised colonies easily get their
proper registries from DDA.”

His role will also include monito-

ring thenew BJP team at MCD.
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Model code of conduct |
lifted 3 days before due
date, key work can start

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The state election commission
(SEC)lifted the model code of conduct issued for
the Municipal Corporation of Delhi(MCD) elec-
tions on Monday, three days before the schedu-
led deadline of December 15. The entire process
related to the MCD polls has been completed, a
circular issued by SEC stated.

“As soon as the date for the MCD electionswas |
declared on November 4, MCC came into effect |
and it remained in operation till the completionof '
the election process. Now that the declaration of
results... has been completed, MCC is ceased to be
in operation in the NCT of Delhi with immediate
effect. Thedecision has been made with the appro-
val of the state election commissioner,” it stated.

Thedevelopment will help in expediting work
on projects halted at both MCD and several Delhi
government departments due to the model code
of conduct, including carpeting and repair of ro-
ads, drains and parks; construction of waste-to-
energy plantat Bawana; and establishmentof an
ingesta plant for treating paunch waste at the i
Ghazipur slaughterhouse as per a National Gre- |
en Tribunal directive. “Even Delhi Development
Authority couldn’t finalise some new projects

and takedecisiononrelaxation in payment of the
conversion charges,” said a civic official.
MCDdidn'teven make its budget for the financi-
al year 2023-24 public for the same reason. The com-
. missioner presented it before the special ofticer on
December 8, aday after the election results were de-
clared. “We presented the budget due to the DMC
Act, which necessitates the presentation of thebud-
get by the commissioner by December 10 even when
theelection is in progress,” said the official.
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‘Will strengthen the

organisation, counter -

AAP on corruption’

OUR CORRESPONDERNT

NEW DELHI: A day after
taking over as working presi-
dent of the Delhi BJP, Virendra
Sachdeva on Monday said he
will work towards strengthen-
ing the organisation and coun-
ter the AAP government on the
issue of corruption.

Sachdeva was appointed as
the acting president of the Delhi
BJP on Sunday after Adesh Gupta
resigned from the post following
the party’s defeat in the munici-
pal corporation polls.

“A large section of Delhi vot-
ers have rejected the corrupt
ministers of the Arvind Kejri-
wal government in the munici-
pal elections and now, we will
intensify the campaign against
this dispensation,” he said.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
won 134 0f 250 MCD wards and
ended BJP’s 15 year sway over
the civic body in the December 4
elections. The BJP was restricted
to 104 wards only.

However, the AAP was
unable to sway voters in its
favour in wards falling under
the assembly constituencies of
ministers Manish Sisodia and

Satyendar Jain. The BJP swept
three of the four wards in Siso-
dia’s constituency and all three
in Jain's constituency.

“On one hand, we will work
to strengthen the organisation
and on the other, through the
central government, we will
ensure that under the Jahan
Jhuggi Wahan Makan' scheme,
more and more poor people get
houses and people in unauthor-
ised colonies get registry from
DDA easily; he said.

Sachdeva, after taking over as
Delhi BJP president, met senior
party leaders, including former
Union ministers Harsh Vardhan
and Vijay Goel, MPs Manoj
tiwari and Parvesh Verma, and
former state president Vijender
Gupta. He was greeted by alarge
number of party leaders and
workers at the Delhi BJP office
at Pant Marg here.
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