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Municipal Polls: RWAs & Mkt
Bodies Ready Their Wishlists

Seek Sustainable Solutlons For Sanltatlon Other Problems

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With the capital
heading for the municipal
polls, the residents welfare
associations (RWAs) and
market bodies have asked
parties to provide sustainab-
le solutions for sanitation,
waste management, building
bylaws, parking manage-
ment, zero tolerance on walk-
ways, road conditions and
vendor placement.
“The sustainable and pro-
gressive development is a
musttomeettherequirements
in the changing scenario. For
example, National Green Tri-
bunal had banned withdra-
wingunderground water thro-
ugh borewells, but the civic bo-
dy has been unable to make al-
ternative arrangements for
supplying treated water in the
majority of parks,” said Atul
Goyal, president of United Re-
sidents Joint Action (URJA),a
residents’ body.
Transparency and quali-
ty of work, he added, are
other sectors where majorre-
forms are required. “Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) may be fixing street-
lights, roads, swings, but un-
less they survive for long,
how can people notice the
change?” Goyal asked. Using

Indya Chattopadhyay

DELHI'S DIRTY PICTURE NEEDS COURSE CORRECTION

amajority of digital services,
including the property tax
portal, is also a challenge for
common people due to glit-
ches, especially during peak
hours, Goyal pointed out. UR-
JA plans to come out with a
charter of demands prior to
the December 4 elections.
Gurdeep Singh, a resident
of Ordnance Apartments at
Vikaspuri, said, “Unless the
elected representativesunder-
stand the requirements of pe-
ople, meet them regularly, in
volvethem inthedecision-ma-
king process and get the funds
allocated for perennial issues,
people won’t come forward to
vote for them.” If roads are

dugup and streetlights arenot
working, the situation rema-
ins the same for months and
even a year, he alleged. “It’s
high time that the candidates
should reform themselvesand
make genuine efforts to mobi-
lise resources for the welfare
of people,” Singh said.

The traders’ associations
claimed that they would vote
for the party that would pro-
mise to roll back/revise the
massive hike in health/trade
licensing fees. Although ma-
ny charges have been levied
in an unjustified manner, no
market has seen any develop-
ment work in the past 10 ye-
ars, they alleged.

Nitin Gupta, president of
Kamla Nagar Traders Associ-
ation, said traders had been
paying four times higher pro-
perty tax compared with 2004.
“Addtoit, conversion, parking
development, waste manage-
ment, advertisement and ma-
ny other charges. Those who
fail to pay are harassed thro-
ugh notices and warnings. for
punitive action. We demand
completereform inthesystem
and rollback of unnecessarily
hiked fees,” said Gupta.

Crores of rupees have al-
ready been collected as con-
version and parking charges,
but markets in Delhi neither
have parkingfacilities nor se-
en any development, he alle-
ged. “The corporationalways
hasthesameexcusethatitdo-
esn’t have funds. This is un-
justified,” hesaid.

Traderssaid all parties sho-
uld clear their stand for the bu-
siness community in theirelec-
tion manifestos, considering
that nothing has been done for
them in the past few years.

“We have already suffered
alot in the past few years due
tosealing, pandemic and eco-
nomic crisis. Majority of peo-
ple whose shops were sealed
in2017-18 are yet to get any re-
lief,” said Vijay Israni of Gre-
en Park Market Association.
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_ VOTING ON DECEMBER 4

RESULTS ON DECEMBER 7

MCD. polls: AAP to focus on garbage & beautification,
Delhi BJP woos slum dwellers with trip to EWS flats

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: As Delhi gears
up for civic polls, BJP and AAP
are set to lead a contentious fight
for seats at the Capital’s larg-
est civic body. The State Elec-
tion Commission recently
announced that MCD elections
will take place on December 4.

A senior official with AAP
stated that the party wants to
focus on issues of garbage and
cleanliness in Delhi and wants
to beautify the city as well. Sev-
eral AAP leaders have made
statements regarding the fail-
ure of BJP in the MCD, espe-
cially focusing on landfills.
Calling out BJP for the ‘moun-

tains of garbage, AAP supremo
and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
had stated that “In the last 15
years, BJP has spread garbage all
over Delhi, built huge moun-
tains of garbage. This time on
December 4, the people of
Delhi will vote for the cleanli-
ness of Delhi”.

On the other hand, BJP
who has been in the MCD
for 3 terms, is going to put up
a strong fight to ensure they
retain power for another 5 years.
Senior leaders from the BJP have
made crucial appearances in
important events in Delhi in
the last few weeks, including
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah who was present for the
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inauguration of waste to energy
plant at Tehkhand.

During the event, Shah had
stated that Delhi has to choose
between “AAP-nirbhar or
Atmanirbhar”, he further stated
hat AAP displayed ‘stepmotherly
treatment’ towards MCD since
coming in to power. BJP Chief
].P. Nadda also attended events
in Delhi and spoke against AAP
in October.

Similarly, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was seen in the
Capital, inaugurating DDA’ In-
Situ Slum Rehabilitation’ Proj-
ect under the ‘Jahan Jhuggi
‘Wahin Makan’ scheme at Kal-
kaji recently.

Delhi BJP President Adesh

iz the pioneer

BJP touring slum dwellers to
newly-built flats in Kalkaji

NEW DELHI: Ahead_of MCD polls, Delhi BJP is taking slum

dwellers fiom different parts of the ci
nomically-weaker-section flats in Kal

for a tour of 3,024 eco-
ji area recently hand-

ed over to the allottees by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
of the flats built to rehabilitate slum dwellers under 'In-

situ Slum Rehabilitation’ Project
tees under ‘Jahan JThuggi Wahin

were handed over to the allot-
Makan' scheme.

"We are taking people from slum clusters to watch how the
Modi government is bringing change to their lives through its

welfare schemes,” said Delhi BJP vice
*There are at least 2-3 slum clusters

resident Sunil Yadav.
in of 270 wards in Delhi.

We have deployed buses to take people there and see the well-

built flats and other amenities at

ji/ Yadav said. SR

Gupta commented on BJP’s
plans for civic polls, “As soon
as BJP comes back to power in
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), it will try to provide
flats to all the slum dwellers”
Delhi BJP has also launched a
website and a Whatsapp phone
number for seeking suggestions
for civic poll’s manifestos.

“We are taking people from
slum clusters of the city to watch
how the Modi government is
bringing change to their lives
through its welfare schemes,”
said Delhi BJP vice president
Sunil Yadav.

People living in around 700
slum clusters in the national
capital constitute a significant

chunk of voters in the city.

The AAP has been able to
create a strong support base
among slum dwellers in the
last one decade, evidenced by
its back-to-back victories in
Assembly polls.

“There are at least 2-3 slum
clusters in each of the 270 wards
in Delhi. We have deployed
buses to take people there and
see the well-built flats and other
amenities at Kalkaji,” Yadav said.

The 3,024 flats were allot-
ted to people living at Bhoom-
iheen Camp in Kalkaji. The
in-situ slum rehabilitation proj-
ect is being undertaken in 376
jhuggi-jhopri clusters by Delhi
Development Authority. DDA

has been constructing flats at
three locations Kalkaji Exten-
sion, Jailorwala Bagh, and
Kathputli Colony — to house
the displaced. Delhi BJP leaders
said there has been an enthusi-
astic response from the people
so far who were taken to see the
Kalkaji EWS flats.

Interacting with slum
dwellers, Gupta said that the
EWS flats in the multi-storey
buildings in Kalkaji have ven-
tilated kitchens, parks for chil-
dren to play; lift, and 24-hour
electricity and water supply.

Congress will also be part
of the fight for seats in MCD,
the party is looking to regain
power inthe MCD.
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