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Najafgarh drain likely to
be cleaner by January 15

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: In what could
prove to be a significant bre-
akthrough in the rejuvena-
tion of Najafgarh drain, 32
untreated feeder drains car-
rying sewage into it will be
completely intercepted and
their flow diverted to nearby
sewage treatment plants
(STPs)early next year.

According to officials, the
move will pave the way for a
cleaner Yamuna. With 122
drains discharging sewage
into it, the 57km-long Najaf-
garh drain is the biggest pol-
luter of theriver.

The irrigation and flood
control department said of the
32 feeder drains, five under
MCD have already been trap-
ped and sewage-ridden dis-
charge from the remaining 27
will be stopped by January 15,
2023. Interception of thesedra-
ins, claimed an official, would
prevent nearly 25% of the total
sewage discharge into Najaf-

garh drain and prove to be a
crucial step inturningitintoa
clean water body.

Recently, the department
had presented a detailed re-
port to lieutenant governor
VK Saxena inthisregard.

The 32 drains, belonging to
different agencies like DJB,
MCD, PWD, DDA and DMRC,
flow into the Najafgarh drain

i According to officials, sonalsupervisionof Saxena.

the rejuvenation According to officials, the

a rej 2 of rejuvenation of Najafgarh
Nﬂafgam drain has drain has been afocus area of
been a focus area of the LG, who has held a series
the LG, who has held a of meetings involving multi-

= - ple civic agencies and under-
> . . taken several visits and boat
involving multiple rides in the drain in the past
civic agencies five months to monitor desil-

ting operations and overall

cleaning of thedrain.
Putting in place a compre-

hensive plan of action that is

cost-effective and environ- '

mentally sustainable, Saxena
has ensured seamless coordi-
nation between various de-
partments of the government.

Desilting of Najafgarhdra-
in, meanwhile, is goingon ata
fast pace. Nearly 20,000 metric

between the7.5kmstretchfrom  tonnes of silt have been remo-
Timarpur to Bharat Nagar ved in over a month. On the
This is partof the12kmstretch  LG's instructions, a desilting
from Timarpur to Basai Dara- monitoringcentrehasbeenset
pur that will be developedasa  upnear Timarpur bridge. A si-

waterway for operation of pas-
senger and goods boats in the
wmmg months under the per-

milar centre, being establis-
hed at Bharat Nagar, will be
operational by December15.
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32 feeder drains flowing
into Najafearh drain to
be tapped by January 15

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Thirty-two feeder
| drains flowing into the Najaf-
garh drain will be completely
intercepted and their sewage
diverted for treatment by Janu-
ary 15, officials said on Monday.
The 57-km Najafgarh drain is
the largest drain in Delhi and
accounts for around 60 per cent
of the wastewater discharged
from the national capital into
the Yamuna.
The 32 feeder drains, belong-
* ing to different agencies such
as the Delhi Jal Board, Munic-
ipal Corporation of Delhi, Pub-
lic Works Department and the
Delhi Development Authority,

flow into the Najafgarh drain
in the 7.5-km stretch between
Timarpur and Bharat Nagar.

It is part of the 12-km stretch
from Timarpur to Basai Dara-
pur, which will be developed
as a waterway for operation of
passenger and goods boats in
the coming months under the
supervision of Lieutenant Gov-
emor VK Saxena, an official said.

The interception of the 32
drainsisa crucial step in develop-
ing Najafgarh drain intoa clean
water body. Officials said the
2-km stretch of the Najafgarh
drain from Timarpur to Mall
Road Bridge had been com-
pletely cleaned and the works
upstream were progressing fast.
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