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Repair All Arterial Roads B
Oct 15 To Curb Pollution:

‘Identify 125 Highrise Bmldlngs To Install Water Sprinklers’ .

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Expressing concern that ve-
hicular emission and dust were the big-
gestcontributors toair pollution in the na-
tional capital, lieutenant governor VK
Saxenaon Wednesday asked road-owning
agencies torepair all arterial roads before
October 15 and identify at least 125 highri-
se buildings to install water sprinklers.

Chairing a meeting to ensure an effec-
tive inter-departmental coordination ahe-
ad of the implementation of Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan to manage air pollu-
tion, the LG called for urgent stepsto beta-
ken to mitigate recurrent problems by
resorting to strict enforcement, time-bo-
und completion of related projects and re-
al-time monitoring of the situation.

The meeting was attended by Commis-
sion for Air Quality Management chair-
person MM Kutty and heads of various
stakeholder departments, including envi-
ronment and forest, Delhi Pollution Cont-
rol Committee (DPCC), Delhi Develop-
ment Authority, Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD), PWD, transport, traffic
police, Central Public Works Department
and New Delhi Municipal Council.

Vehicular emission and dust account
for 41% and 26% of air pollution, respecti-
vely. “All construction sites of 500 square
metres and above have to register on
DPCC’s dust assessment portal and ensu-
re mitigation measures through a self-au-
dit, but only 26% actually comply with the
requirements. The LG has directed MCD
to deploy special inspection teams to en-

5 surestrict enforcementand complianceof
theself-audit. MCD hasalso been directed
to run a public awareness campaign gi-
ving details of the parameters of self-au-
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AN OFFICIAL SAYS

LG has directed MCD to deploy
special inspection teams to
ensure strict enforcement and
compliance of the self-audit.
MCD has also been directed to
run a public awareness
campaign giving details of the
parameters of self-audit

”
dit and requirements of registration la-
test by October15,” said an official.

The LG has directed all road-owning
agencies to ensure 100% paving and gre-
ening of footpaths and central verges,
apart from repair of potholes and gene-
ralmaintenance of roads.

“Officials have been asked to enhan-
ce and augment works under the ongo-
ing one road per zone every week pro-
gramme and complete repair work by
October15. The agencies willalso haveto

provide a list of all roads to DPCC for
physical verification and submit a re-
portwithinaweek,” said the official.

While PWD, MCD, NDMC and DDA
have planned to install anti-smog guns
atop 30 highrises, the LG has asked them
to increase the number to 125 by the end
of October. “The LG hasalsodirected for
identification of all private and public
sites so that CAQM can issue a mandato-
ry order for installation of the modified
anti-smogequipment,” the official said.

Meanwhile, the city saw a slight rise
in the maximum temperature on Wed-
nesday with the weather department ex-
pecting a further increase in daytime
temperature. According to India Meteo-
rological Department, while there could
be partly cloudy skies with a slight rise
in maximum temperature, there were
chancesof rain within a week.

On Wednesday, the maximum tempe-
rature at Safdarjung was 34.2 degrees Cel-
sius, theseason’saverage, against 33.6 deg-
rees Celsius a day earlier The minimum
temperature was recorded at 23.6 degrees
Celsius, anotch abovenormal, against22.4
degrees Celsius on Tuesday, The humidity
oscillated between 54 % and 89%. The max-
imum and minimum temperatures are ex-
pected to hover around 35 and 24 degrees
Celsius, respectively,on Thursday.

The air quality worsened in the
“moderate” category, but Anand Vihar
slipped to the “severe” level again. The
air guality index (AQI) was 140 on Wed-
nesday against108 a day earlier. The AQI
at Anand Vihar around 8pm was 441.
“The air quality is likely to reach the
upper end of the moderate category on
October 1,” the bulletin by HTM's
decision supportsystem stated.
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Rapid response team set up to
keep spread of dengue in check

SATVIKA MAHAJAN

NEW DELHI: The Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi has
claimed that it is taking anti-
dengue measures from the
beginning of the year. MCD
Commissioner Gyanesh Bharti
has written letters to various
stakeholders like CPWD,
PWD, DDA, universities, Delhi
Police, DJB, State and Central
government offices asking
them to adopt various means
to check mosquito breeding in
their premises.

The MCD said a “rapid
response team” has been
formed and inter-sectoral
meetings are being held with
various stakeholders to keep
the spread of dengue in check.

-

understanding amongst vari-
ous stakeholders 26 meetings
have been held at zonal level.
DBC employees of the public
health department of MCD
have conducted 2.5 crore times
house visits to check mosquito
breeding.

They have conducted spe-
cial campaigns for anti-mos-
quito drive at vulnerable areas
like drains and water bodies,
construction sites etc. MCD

In order to create better is also taking legal enforce-
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ment for prevention of mos-
quito breeding and have issued |
91,462 legal notices and issued ’
33,226 prosecution/challans
for mosquito breeding. MCD
has also collected Rs 30,68,000
from 12,659 house/build-
ing owners as administrative
charges for destroying mos-
quito breeding sites. Addi-
tionally, special awareness
campaigns during the ongoing
festival season are being con-
ducted by the civic body.

MCD has also fogged
Ramlila grounds and Durga
puja pandals. They have con-
ducted fogging at approxi-
mately 12,000 premises. MCD
has issued phone numbers for
registering mosquito breeding
related issues on zonal level
helpline numbers.
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THE WATER LEVEL TO RECEDE FURTHER OVER THE NEXT 2 TO 3 DAYS

Yamuna water level starts dropping
but still above danger mark: Officials

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The water level
in Yamuna river in Delhi started
receding after breaching the
evacuation mark of 206 metres,
with Haryana reducing the flow
from the Hathnikund Barrage
in Yamunanagar, officials said
on Wednesday.

Authorities said they expect
the Yamuna water level to recede
further over the next two to
three days as there has been no
significant rainfall in the upper
catchment areas of the river or
in Delhi.

A swollen Yamuna flooded
low-lying areas along the riv-
erbanks in Delhi on Tuesday,
prompting authorities to evacu-
ate around 6,500 people and sus-
pend rail traffic movement on
the Old Yamuna Bridge.

The water level in the river

shot up to 206.59 metres by 7
am, much above the danger

mark of 205.33 metres and the
highest since August 2019. But
it dropped to 206.58 metresby 8
am and further 10 206.41 metres
by 3 pm.

The water level is predicted
to drop to 206.05 metres by 9
pm, a forecast issued by the Cen-
tral Water Commission said.

A senior government official
said they have deployed a large
number of civil defence workers

in the affected low-lying areas
to prevent people from mov-
ing back into their houses till
the water recedes to the nor-
mal level.

The low-lying areas near the
river in Delhi are considered
vulnerable to flooding and are
home to around 37,000 people.

“Most of the people shifted
to safer places themselves. The
Delhi administration had to

evacuate around 6,500 and
move them to community
centres, schools and tempo-
rary tents,’” East Delhi District
Magistrate Anil Banka said.
“We expect the water to
recede to normal levels in two
to three days. Thereafter, these
people can go back to their
places,” he said. _
Though the land along the
Yamuna belongs to the Delhi
Development Authority, Rev-
enue Department and private
individuals, encroachments’
have come up on a large part of
river floodplains over the years.
The river breached the dan-
ger mark of 205.33 metres in
Delhi on Monday night and the
evacuation mark of 206 metres
early Tuesday morning follow-
ing an unusually late spell of
heavy rain in the upper catch-
ment areas between September
21 and September 25.
Normally, flooding in the

Yamuna is reported in July or
August which receive maxi-
mum rainfall during the mon-
500N Season. |

This is the second time
within two months that the
authorities are evacuating the '
people living in the river flood-
plains due to flooding.

The Yamuna had breached
the danger mark of 205.33
metres on August 12, follow-
ing which around 7,000 people
were evacuated from the low-
lying areas near the riverbanks.

The water level had shot up
to 205.99 metres on August 13
before the river started receding.

The authorities reported a
discharge rate of around 25,400
cusecs at 9 am on Wednesday
from the Hathnikund barrage |
in Haryana. The discharge rate
was 2,95,212 cusecs at 6 am on
Monday, which is the highest so
far this year. One cusec is equiv-
alent to 28.32 litres per second.

Install modified anti——smo_g_ guns atop 125 high-rise
buildings to control dust pollution: L-G to officials

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena directed
officials on Wednesday to install
modified anti-smog guns atop
125 building across the city to
control dust pollution.

At a meeting with offi-
cials from the central and state
departments concerned, Saxena
called for a strict enforcement
of measures, time-bound com-
pletion of related projects and
real-time monitoring of the situ-
ation to mitigate the recurrent

air pollution problem. The LG
directed the officials to ensure
that modified anti-smog guns
are installed atop 125 high-rise
buildings by October-end to
control dust pollution.

Ahead of the quarter
that witnesses the air quality
plummeting to the lowest in
Delhi-NCR, the meeting was
significant in terms of imple-
mentation of the Commission
for Air Quality Management’s
(CAQM) policy and the related,
revised Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP), 2022 that

will come into effect from Octo-
ber 1. Saxena asked the officials
to identify all such private and
public sites in the city following
which the CAQM will issue an
order for mandatory installa-
tion of anti-smog guns.

He also directed the munici-
pal corporation department to
deploy special teams to ensure
that all construction and demo-
lition sites larger than 500
square metre register on the
self-assessment portal of the
Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC) and conduct a

self-audit of the steps taken to
curb dust pollution.

Officials informed the LG
that only 28 per cent of the reg-
istered construction and demo-
lition sites have complied with
the requirement of self-audit.

Saxena asked for a public
awareness campaign detailing
the parameters of the self-audit
and requirements of registration
to be launched by the MCD,
with a deadline of October 15
for such compliance.

He also asked the agencies
concerned to immediately start

repairing, covering and carpet-
ing roads, pavements, footpaths
and central verges.

Dust from roads and con-
struction and demolition activi-
ties account for 26 per cent of
the PM2.5 pollution in Delhi.

Those present at the meet- '
ing included CAQM chairpgr-
son MM Kutty and the heads of
departments and agencies such
as environment and forest, the
DPCC, the DDA, the MCD, the
PWD, transport, traffic police,
the CPWD, the NDMC and
the DCB.



