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Before Chhath, LG urges
CM to clean up Yamuna

Sanjeev Rastogl
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SPRUCED UP: Preparations going

on for the Chhath Puja at a gh

at near ITO on Friday

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Expressing con-
cernover pollution and the pre-
senceof toxicfroth in Yamuna,
where a large number of devo-
tees are expected to offer pray-
ers to the Sun during Chhath
Puja, lieutenant governor VK
Saxena has urged chief mini-
ster Arvind Kejriwal to add-
ress the issue urgently.

With a large number of peo-
ple gathering at various places
for the three-day festival, the LG
on Friday wrote to Kejriwal as-
king him to take sufficient mea-
sures to ensure that the devote-
es went to the ghats in a “clean,
conducive, safe and secure” en-
vironment. He added that lakhs
of people would be gearing up
for celebrating Chhath across
Delhi after two years of restric-
tions imposed on festivities due
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

“It goes without saying that
requisite safety measures need
to be put in place at all puja
ghats, including marking of
danger zones, barricading of de-
ep waters to avoid any untoward
incident, adequate lighting, de-
ploying divers and rescue boats.
...foam/pollution in Yamuna is
of grave concern and, if left
unattended, may prove to be in-
jurioustodevotees,” the LG said.

Delhi government clai-
med it had set up1,100ghatsto
facilitate people to offer pray-
ers and had put in place ade-

Chhath a dry day,
declares Saxena

Lieutenant governor VK Saxena
using his special powers has
declared Chhath a 'dryday'and
has also writtenaletterto chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal asking
him todeal with the issue of
toxic froth in Yamuna before the
festivalon Sunday. The LG,ina
first,declared Chhathon
Sunday as dry day ensuring that
all the liquor shopsin the city
remain closed on the festival.
The LGinhis capacity as
“government of Delhi as per
section 2 (35) of Delhi Excise Act
has declared dry day on
Chatth,” an official at the LG
officesaid. pmi

quate arrangements in coor-
dination with revenue and ir-
rigation and flood control de-
partments, Delhi Jal Board,
civicagencies and police.
The LG stressed upon crea-
ting awareness among people
to follow environment-friend-
ly behaviour by prohibiting
single-use plastic, methodical
disposal of waste, waste collec-
tion measures, etc at the ghats.
At some designated ghats,
like Bhalswa lake, Wazirabad-So-
nia Vihar, Badli, Bawana Indust-
rial Area, Maidan Garhi, Kalindi
Kunj, Budh Bazar-Uttam Nagar,
a large congregation of devotees
ranging from 10,000 to 4,00,00 was

expected. Proper planning for
crowd management and secu-
ring law and order was already
discussed with Delhi Police. I

New Delhi Municipal Co- |
uncil, Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi and Delhi Deve- |
lopment Authority have also
beendirected toensureclean-
liness and make arrange-
ments for other amenities un-
der their jurisdiction.

AAP chief spokesperson
Saurabh Bharadwaj said he
read the letter multiple times
to understand what the LG
was trying to say, but failed.
“Hehasjustgoneontodictate
some very generic facts. The-
se things are always done du-
ring the festive season by Del-
higovernment,” he added.

Bhardwaj said the LG was
suffering from “compulsive
publicity disorder” and was
writing “love letters” to Kejri-
wal to get media coverage.
“The way he disrespects the
CM through these love letters
is bringing down the dignity
of his office,” said Bharadwaj.

Meanwhile, revenue mini-
ster Kailash Gahlot visited Ha-
athi Ghat near ITO to take
stock of the preparations. He
interacted with the devotees
andlocalsandsaid, “Thaveheld
several meetings with MLAs,
Chhath Puja committees and
officials. I have instructed offi-
cials that devotees should not
face any inconvenience.”




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

| AN TP | S faeet
| VIiE, 29 ISR 2022

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS DATED
T 3T TR’ T o ST |

HERlel R e g & URT S U1 T )T BT

B ya v, st e

e it ¥ e fem
IRft A we-3 o AN e
I e e T T g A e
oA 3 T A S
¥ T T T W §) aw o
FHusedbagnd = dw [
Y TG AT & FRO GG [
o TR B T R U F SR |

IS 3 G T8 I T
TS T | U e R O
Y I 9eg ® Wi F AW wA
o W & | T A I e
R T2 AR A S F B B0 SR U % el 39 e ge g H Em R 8,
it 3 fofea Rerm & f T H gEeERl 21 TR e R T AT w R

UEeR T 7E 2R ) qEETd Bl o W61 & uih

IEERE 3 T W fm i S TEE® T Y it @ Rewd @ @ R
TR Y R e T OFI R e O aceiel @ X iR W % A a9E 9§
TOH A E TR A TS RERA T g T T AR T 2
T Y e e S ol wAm PEel 9w e O e O o i
A § S B RWE SR ITma e e o e @ ¥ o a
et fead sifar 9 & A ¥ e i R E—ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁmiﬁlmw .
s F T T S TR SR E  §aR A R e R T 5 e e W |

IR F R R
=g 3 T Sod ¢ e
ue fore f we B oY B
2 o P e SR Y
T T U TeE A a
T TR B T 81 T

ik caeo b o e o)
2| TS I W W M awel
T’ FE WAl 911 el e 95
TR oM ¥ UT T F0@ 4| W6
F A F04 Ta E & Haa
&1 e U =2 uhe W e

T 1 e 3 e B e W
7 7§ 36 e 21 4
o T A H e R
Tt S 2 | U 39 A g
AR & T =Y A3
= bl TR 7 e |



AR . . SRR TS

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

va'«‘f'Err{, 2#"3;&?17 -2012' '

LIBRARY

@aﬁLG 2 < wifte fowam,
Hﬂm%wwﬁmm |

n Frgre waregrn, =@ Rt

W gE At e T

3,
el 7Hl &

s g?ﬁ?:{m Wﬂﬂmm#ﬁwaﬁmﬁ

I TR RO IRE R
R g @
T Tee QTR H et

bbbt B Lo L

¥ T e Tt 5 5
T Ao # @
T @ faeh wew i HHd &
o e Sl X gerE s
HeE B U7 o 93 W g
- At F % HF 9 IpRER
= & foeet S5 aromer sRw T
A o den i forgt Rrae =@ =M
2ead o 3 I F uest A g
Tafm A T wRgE T
e 8 WM 8 3@ FEr w1 G
1 yRE o 3% 9 W1 AR IEiEEa

DI IR
FAE

T RfE el & uw
fegt it fordt | 5 3R @8
oo 3 o AR g 1 @ SR R
TS o SR FR e Bt i
i TEY g T S e
i i
G E A

PO MR R N
T = I9E A & e
et et TR & A famit
¥ = A F 9gH § WY-9y

ey, T, Reet oo SR

3 vt o o fome e, i @
T e it T 1 v S wE g
% fore 37 Pt & R & e ST
R geroT iR e o e ek
3uig W fF fieet T & it

oo 1o T S R T
“J =i =0 fom fee s TRt

I 59 g W 9 RE § FF
e 3 |

9 fererer SR WRET A Rl
o et o S9-oIeT Sl B9
A B ¢ | svwER & A S
AN B 3 R0 8 e )
ol e0 ¥ 1 97 98 T W 0l 98
i o H o o @ & Al
T TR I TER 99 Y| 39
T ¥ w3
SIS B OB A A o @
T foet TR B AR R A
21320 et o Rt ol 31
e qét i WER & B, Wi g
FFAFH TS T ICHE A2 |

T TR I3 T B W
Tt o o forn &1 R g uerel |
w3 <Y HeR w1 PR R E,
I T TSI HAeE T
A @ ¥




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
OCTOBER 30, 2022

s

LR

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS

-DATED

Gahlot visits Bhalswa lake,
LG says cleaned on his order

Tinmes News NeTtwork

New Delhi: Delhi revenue mi-
nister Kailash Gahlot on Sa-
turday visited Bhalswa lake to
take stock of Chhath Puja ar-
rangements. “I have inspected
Chhath Ghats at many loca-
tions in Delhi. I have met the
devotees and members of
Chhath Puja Committees, and
everyone seems very satisfied
with the arrangements made
by the Delhi government,”
Gahlot said after the visit.

This year, the Delhi go-
vernment is organising the
Chatth Puja at 1100 sites. In
Delhi, the revenue depart-
ment is the nodal department
for the celebrations.

LG Vinay Kumar Saxena
also reached the spot and said
that he earlier directed the Del-
hi Development Authority to
clean the banks, which have
happened now. He also visited
the Bhalswa lake riverbank
and inspected the arrange
ments for the Chhath Puja.

“Took stock of cleaning of
the ghats on Bhalswa Lake for

Chhath Puja today Had earli-
er visited on October 15 and
instructed DDA to clean the
banks. Sharing some ‘then
and now' pictures. Look for-
ward to a cleaner Chhath for
Devotees this year and rejuve-
nation of the Lake in near fu-
ture,” Saxena said in a tweet
with pictures of the river-
bank heing cleaner since his
lastvisittothesite.
Meanwhile, Gahlot dﬂﬂ"
going to Bhalswa lake also in-
spected theriverbanks at Kes-
hav Puram, and Bajrangi
Ghalt in Burari ghats at Ava
Nagar. “Due to the Corona
pandemic, we could not cele-
brate. Chhath Puja properly
for the last two years but as

the situation is under control
this vear, the Delhi govern-
mentisorganising agrand ce-
lebration of Chhath Puja at
1100 different Ghats across
Delhi, Chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal is personally moni-
toring the entire arrange-
ments to ensure devotees face
noinconvenience,” he said.

According to officials, the
revenuedepartmentismaking
the necessary arrangements
fortentage and electrical items
such as tents, chairs, tables
lighting, sound system, CCTV,
LED screens, power backup,
and soon atall the pujasites.

Furthermore, the depart-
ment will ensure the provision
of the other required facilities
in coordination with other de-
partmentsof the Delhi govern-
ment for water, power, and sa-
nitation arrangements.

As per officials, the Delhi
government has grown the ce-
lebration of Chhath Puja from
9 sites in 2014 to 1100 sites and
increased the budget 10 times
from Rs 2.5 crore in 2014 to app-
roximately Rs25crore this yean

iﬂmilustan i!ttmes

— NEW DELHI
SUNDAY
OCTOBER 30, 2022

Preparatlons in focus

‘ahead of Chhath pUJa

'HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Ahead of Chhath
_puja celebrations in Delhi on
- Sunday, Delhi revenue minister

Kailash Gahlot and lieutenant

governor Vinai Kumar Saxena

separately inspected prepara-

tions at Bhalswa Lake, which is

expected to host several devo-
tees during the festival.

In a tweet, Saxena on Satur-

" day said he instructed Delhi

Development Authority officials

to clean the banks of the lake.

. “Look forward to a cleaner
| Chhath for devotees this year &
rejuvenation of the lake in near
future,” he added.
Gahlot, meanwhile, inspected
several Chhath Puja ghats
including ones at Bhalswa Lake,

Chhath preparations at the

RAJK RAJ/HT

ITO Ghat.

Keshav Puram, Wazirpur, Par-
shuram Enclave and Aya Nagar.
The revenue minister said he
visited six sites on Saturday.
“Bhalswa lake has six differ-
ent ghats and a large number of
devotees are expected to visit
this spot. The Delhi government
has made large-scale prepara- |
tion for this festival,” he added.
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On A Wind And A Prayer In War On Pollution:

586 Teams To Inspect C&D Violations, Diesel ‘Machines bought with central aid to
Vehicles From NCR Are Adding To Bad Air: Rai

Tuaes News NeTwoax

New Delhi: Environment mi-
nister Gopal Raj on Sunday sa-
id he has constitiuted 586 teams
to inspect violations related to
construction-and-demolition

(C&D) activities across the ci-
ty and ensure that the ban is
implemented properiy. Rairei-
terated that C&D activities ha-
ve been banned in the city as
part of the pollution-conuol
measures under the Graded
Response  Action Plan
(GRAP). Raicited the Regional
Rapid Transit System project
and diesel buses plying from
other states as the reasons for
“severe” AQI in east Delhi’s

Photo: Rajesh Mehta

\Delhi currently has 521 water
P “sprinklers, 223 anti-smog guns

‘¥ and 150 mobile anti-smog

diesel buses plying
from other states
as the reasons

for ‘severe’ AQl in
Anand Vihar and
Vivek Vihar

-
15 anti-smog guns in thase
areas, in addition to seven water
~ .sprinklers of the MCD

g BT 7
LET DELHI BREATHE

PLEDGE TO SUPPORT THE CAUSE
wrwrw letourcitybreathe.com
N e NEDONAL LEpITal e
glon, Rai said that diesel-run
buses have a big role to play in
the high levels of pollution at

the Delhi-UP border.
He pointed towards the fo-
recast that wind speed and

urable from November 1,
which may push AQ! into the
“severe” category, due to

GRAP Stagelll measures.
GRAP Stage-Ul calls for a
strict ban on C&D activities in
NCR, except for essential pro-
jects and non-polluting activi-
ties, such as plumbing, car-
pentry, interior decoration
and electrical works.
“Weheld ameeting withall
construction agencies in the
capital and government de-
partments concerned, inclu-
ding PWD, MCD, railways,
DDA and the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee. We have
decided to implement the ban
on C&D activities in the ity
The government has prepared
astrong monitoring system to
ensurecompliance with thedi-

Anand Viharand Vivek Vihar ~ which the Commissionfor Air  rections. It hasset up586 teams
Urging the Uttar Pradesh  Quality Management(CAQM)  comprising officials of diffe-
povernment touse CNG buses  has directed enforcement of  rentdepartments,” Raisald.
ANE -

manage crop residue lie idle in Punjab’

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Deploying farm equipment
or machines to deal with the problem of
stubble bur ning is considered one of the
key interventions to check air pollution
in Delhi-NCR, but an assessment by the
environment ministry has found that
the method has not been utilised proper-
ly in Punjab - the state which was given
47% of the total financial assistance of
over Rs 2,440 crore released during 2018-
19 to 2021-22 under a central scheme to
manage crop residue.

During the September 15-October 28
period this year, a total of 10,214 paddy re-
sidue burning events have been reported
in Punjab compared to 7,648 for the same
period during the last year, marking a sig-
nificant increase of about 33.5%. Qut of
the total 10,214 reported cases, 7,100 such
incidences (about 64%) have been repor-
ted in the last seven days alone.

Emphasising how it turned out to bea
“serious drain on the resources” of the
state where a substantial amount of the
centralassistance was spenton procuring
farm equipment, the ministry in its note,
circulated internally as part of review
process, stated that the utilisation of the
availablemachinery has been “very poor”
in the state and “large number of machi-
nes have been allowed to remain idle”.

A total of more than 1.2 lakh machi-
nes, procured under the scheme, are cur-
rently available in Punjab. Besides hap-
py sepders for in-gitu management of
paddy stubble, the supplied machinesal-
s0 include balers and rakes used for col-
lection of straw in the form of bales for
ex-situ utilisation of crop residue,

Stubble burning contributes 10-13%
to hazardous particulate matter (PMZ2.5)
in the capital during winter with peak

— e

Phato for representation

PLENTY OF FIRE AND SMOKE

contribution goingup toas high as 48%.

Analysing what went wrong in the
state despite constant follow up of the
central scheme and other interventions,
the ministry found that despite suceess-
ful field experience with application of
P"usa bio-decomposer for in-situ mana-
gement of stubble in Uttar Pradesh and
Delhi, noefforts were made in Punjab for
employing this “effective technique" for
managementof stubble,

“Even the corporate social responsi-
bility (CSR) initiative by private organi-
satlon for bio-decomposer application
was not facilitated in Punjab," said the
noteon the ministry's assessment,

Fund disbursement of last four years
(2018-19 to 2021-22) shows that Punjab re-
ceived the highest Rs1,147 crore followed
by Haryana (Rs 693 crore) and Uttar Pra-
desh (Rs 534 crore). While the Indian Co-

uncil of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
and other central agencies got Rs 61 cro-
re for various activities on managing
crop residue, the remaining nearly Rs 5
crore was released for Delhi.

Punjab had been in the Centre's fi-
ring line even during a formal inter-mi-
nisterial meetingthat was held toreview
the gverall situation of stubble burning
inDelhi-NCRafewdays agowhentheag-
riculture minister Narendra Singh To-
mar even suggested fixing accountabili-
ty of district collectors for their inabili-
ty todeal with the problem.

About T1% of farm fires during the
current paddy harvesting season have
been reported from just seven districts
of Punjab — Amritsar, Sangrur, Firoz-
pur, Gurdaspur, Kapurthala, Patialaand
Tarn Taran, These districts have been
traditional hot-spots in the state.

P ———
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AQI REMAINS ‘VERY POOR’ ON SUNDAY

In capital, 586 teams
deployed to monitor
construction ban

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 30

DELHTI'S AIR quality saw some
improvement, though it re-
mained in the very poor range
on Sunday. While the AQI value
was 397 — just shy of turning se-
vere — Saturday, it improved to
352 on Sunday.

The share of farm stubble
burning in PM 2.5 concentration,
however, rose to 26% from 21%a
day ago. According to the Systern
of Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Research (SA-
FAR), the overall contnibution of
PM 2.5 was around 54%.

“Local surface winds will be
blowing at a speed of around 6 to
8 km/h and temperature will be
in the range of 32 to 15 degrees
Celsius for the next three days.
These conditions cause weak dis-
persion of pollutants. Low mix-
ing height is also leading to inef-
ficient dilution and dispersion of
pollutants. The share of stubble
burming emissions in PM 2.5 is
26% due to favourable winds at
transport level blowing from the
northwest direction. Air quality
is likely to remain within ‘very
poor’ for the next three days due
to a combined effect of transport
as well as local weather condi-
tions,” the SAFAR forecast said.

Delhi's AQl has been in the
very poor category since
Wednesday. It has not hit the se-
vere category so far this season.

Meanwhile, the Delhi gov-
ernment’s environment depart-
ment is going to monitor the ban
on construction and demolition

* activities thatwas announced on

Saturday as part of stage 3 of the
Graded Response Action Plan.
“As many as 586 teams have
been formed to monitor the con-
struction-demolition ban. Water
sprinkling has been intensified
inview of the pollution situation.
A total of 521 water sprinklers,
233 anti-smog guns, and 150
mobile anti-smog guns have
been deployed to tackle pollu-
tion in Delhi,” Environment

521 water sprinklers, 233 anti-smog guns have been

n Delhi. Prem Nath Pandey

deployed to tackle pollution i
=
= | What's
-] allowed,
=E what's not
B

As per norms, some con-
struction activities are al-
lowed. This includes con-
struction work of Railways
Department, work in
Metro stations, airports,
ISBT and its terrminals and
alsoany activity related to
national security. Other
exceptions include work
in hospitals, construction
for linear public projects
such as highways, roads
and flyovers, and interior
work such as plumbing-
related activities and other
furniture-related work,
Rai said. Activities that will
remain banned are con-
struction and demolition
work that does not fallin
the mentioned excep-
tions, boring and drilling,
digging. movement of soil,
and movement of vehicles
on unpaved roads.

severe in the coming two-three
days. “The Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM)
system had earlier announced
that during this winter season,
the GRAP system will be set in
three days earlier based on the Air
Quality Index (AQI) at the time.
Right now, as per the information
we are getting from experts, after
November 1, the speed of the
wind is likely tobe in the range of
4-8 kmph, the direction of the
wind is likely to turn towards the
Northwest, and based on the
available information, we have
been told that AQl levels are likely
to cross 400, which comesin the
‘severe’ category,” he said.

He added, “Today in Delhi,
we held a meeting with all
stakeholders, particularly those
who are engaged in the con-
struction business — PWD,
CPWD, MCD, DDA, Railways
and all agencies working in the
construction sites — and in-
formed them about the ban on
construction and demolition
work. According to the CAQM
order, we will implement all
regulations for Delhi. This year,

Minister Gopal Rai said.

Rai also appealed to the Uttar
Pradesh government to avoid ply-
ing diesel buses in areas border-
ing Delhi. He said AQI may turn

we have also worked towards
ensuring better implementa-
tion of the order. In previous
years, we had noticed that de-
spite a ban being enforced,
there were some sites where
work was still ongoing.”
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Sanjay Lake to become Capital’s first
wetland; 19 more water bodies in line

Risha Chitlangia and
Jasjeev Gan_dhlok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Sanjay Lake in east
Delhi will become the Capital's
first wetland, said state officials
aware of the matter, with several
other water bodies in the city set
for similar protections.

The wetland tag, which
ensures legal protection and
funds for renovations, will be
extended to at least 19 other
water bodies in Delhi.

Delhi's State Wetland Author-
ity (SWA) has identified and geo-
tagged 1,057 water bodies across
the Capital under the jurisdiction
of various government agencies.

“The restoration plan has
been reviewed by the technical
committee and will be soon sent
to the Delhi government to initi-
ate the notification process,” said
a SWA member.

The plan will be open for com-
ments from the public for two
months, after which the wetland
will be notified.

Work on notifying 19 more
water bodies is in advanced sta-
ges, said the above quoted offi-
cial.

“A draft notification has been
prepared for eight other water
bodies,” said the official.

The notification will detail the

geo-coordinates of each water
body demarcated as a wetland
and the area over which it is
spread. These, officials said, will
ensure the water body is not
encroached upon.

Sanjay Lake, spread over 52
acres, and the 120-odd acres that
surround it are under the juris-
diction of the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), which has
handed the responsibility of
rejuvenating and maintaining
the lake to the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB).

A senior DDA official said,
“The lake was handed to DJB
this May for desilting. The water
utility will also lay a pipeline
from its Kondli sewage treat-
ment plan to fill the lake and
maintain water levels. Work is
likely to be finished by early next
year and will cost around ¥4-5
crore.” ¢

DDA started work on restor-
ing Sanjay Lake, in phases, in
2020.

In the first phase of the 1.2
crore-project, the land-owning
agency has constructed an
amphitheatre, walkways and
cycle tracks in the area sur-
rounding the lake.

“In the second phase, we are
carrying out landscaping. We
will construct walkways along
the lake in the third phase. The

&> 00es o0& -

k
[
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i

land-owning agency plans to
start a cycle-sharing project in
the area as well,” said a senior
DDA official aware of the devel-
opment.

The Delhi SWA is working on
notifying 20 water bodies as
‘wetlands’ before March next
year.

“Brief documents for most of
these 20 documents have already
been prepared and will be
passed through departments
concerned before being released
for a 60-day feedback period,”
said the official.

@D vewoei OO @

The list of water bodies
includes Hauz Khas lake, Bhal-
swa Lake, Smriti Van (Kondli),
Smriti Van (Vasant Kunj), Tikri
Khurd Lake, Najafgarh Jheel etc,

If a water body is notified asa
wetland, the wetland conserva-
tion rules allow for an integrated
management plan to be pre-
pared, which is a long-term
action plan aimed at the revival,
rejuvenation and protection of
the wetland. “For each of these
wetlands, we can then apply for
funding from the Centre,” a SWA
official said.

s

Sanjay Lake in east Delhi. The wetland tag ensures protection and renovation funds.  SANJEEVVERMA/HT

S il ik

Earlier this year, various agen-
cies had requested the Delhi's
SWA to delete 230 water bodies
from the official list of 1,045
water bodies identified and geo-
tagged by the Delhi government
citing ongoing development
work or existing finished struc-
tures at the spot where the water
bodies once stood.

But an expert committee, con-
stituted by SWA in April this
year, recommended against this
and suggested that efforts be
made to recharge groundwater
at these spots.

- m
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L-G asks CM to deal with

STAFF REFORTER £ NEW DELHI
Taki.ug congnizance of foam

formation at cerfain places
in the Yamuna River, Delhi
Lieutenant-Governor (L-G) VK
Saxena wrote to Arvind
Kejriwal asking him to deal
with the issue of froth in the
river before the festival on
Sunday. In a letter, the L-G said
that this was a matter of grave
concern and if left unatiended
it may prove o be injurious to
detotees and directed the Chief
Minister to resolve it urgently.

The L-G, stated that
Chhath Peja Is one of the
biggest festivals associated with
the spiritual, cultural and reli-
gious faith' of millions of pea-
ple. It involves large number of
devotees gathering at water
bodies sur.Bh as ponds, rivers,
reservoirs and lakes across
Delhi to worship the rising
and senmrg sun.

ing to

Accol ris, the
Delhi Government Els built
around 1,100 ghats for Chhath
Puja across the city.

Saxena said that the people
in lakhs would be gearing up for
celebrating the l’estiv:? af
Chhath across Delhi after two
Fcarsof restrictions imposed on
estivities due to the Covid-19
pandemic. The L-G said that
maore than 840 sites have been
identified and designated for
this purpose by the depart-
ments con Anticipatin
large gatherings this year an:
keeping in mind the zeal and
fervour with which the festival
is celebrated, it becomes imper-
ative on part of the adminis-
tration to leave no stone
unturned . in llaef unfeﬂ:r:ud
organization the festival at
designated Chhath Puja Ghats,
with utmost professionalismL

Saxena said that it is the
responsibility of ~the
Government to ensure cleanli-
ness at the Ghats before the fes-
tival, during and after the reli-

gious ceremony is also of para-
mount importance.
The L-G said that this is
necessary that sufficient man-
erand
in place well fore time at all

sites. Simultancously, relevan
information in this

t

rt?ﬂf-ahns

with messages creatiig aware-
ness and urging peaple regard-

tics' musst be put |

ing the same must be put in
public domain. Saxena also
said that this would facilitate the
people and also ensure envi-
ronment-friendly behdviour by
way of prohibiting single use
plastic, methodical disposal of
waste at Ghats, whste collection
measures efc. at places where
offerings are to be made by the
devotees.

The L-G also asked the
Chief Minister 1o put requisite
safety measures al all Ghats
including marking of danger
zone, barricading of deep
waters to avoid any untoward
incident, adequate lighting,
deploying divers and rescue
baats, etc.

Saxena also underlined
some of the designated Ghats
like Bhalswa lake, Wazirabad-
Sonia Vihar, Radli, Bawana
Industrial Area, Maidan Garhi,
Kalindi Kunj, Budh Bazar-
Uttam Nagar amongst others,
where large congregation of
devotees ranging from 10,000 10
4,00,00 is expected to be pre-
sent. To facilitate the devotees,
he said that proper planning for
crowd management and secur-
ing law and order at all sites has
already been discussed with
Delhi Palice.

The L-G informed that
civic bodies in the city includ-
ing NDMC, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi MCD
and Delhi Development
Authority have also been direct-
ed to ensure cleanliness and
make arrangements for other
civic amenities under their
jurisdiction in mission mode.

cr

sy polluticn and faxic foam Seen in rives Yamuna ahead ol Ghnalh Pua e Katindi Kun in Hew

. DATED-

froth in Yamuna before Chhath puja

Delhi on Friday.
Fiangen Dirmri | Pianger

BUP leaders thank L-G for making Chth dry day

STAFF REPORTER i NEWDELHI

Lieutenant-Governor (1.-G)
VK Saxena on Friday declared
Chhath P:in as a ‘dry day' in
the Capital. This is the first
time a dry day will be observed
on the occasion of Chhath
Puja in the city.

The Opposition_parties,
both the BJP and the Con
had demanded that Chhath
Puja day should be declared a
dry day. On Wednesday, the

Delhi Congress had also
sought a pu\f]ic holiday to be
declared on the occasion of
Chhath Puja.

Following the announce-
ment, BIP MP Mangj Tiwari
said, “the L-G has taken the
decision of declaring 'dry day
on Sunday as per Section 2
(35) of the Delhi Excise Act,
2009, on the vecasion of
Chhath Puja”

Gn;‘?m took to Twitter to
thank the L-G for accepting his

“Thank you@LtGovDelhi

plea.
Shri Vinay Saxena’ ji, for’

accepting the demand of Delhi

. BJP to declare "Chhath

Mahaparv" as a dry day. This
s the victory of all the broth-
ers and sisters of Purvanchal.
The BIP always stands for the
public interest,” he tweeted in
Hindi.

According to reports, the
Delhi Government has built
dround 1,100 ghats for Chhath
Puja across the city.

BJP. AAP spar as Parvesh Verma
misbehaves with DJB officer

STAFF REPORTER EI NEWDELHI
The BJP and the ruling AAFP

continued to spar over the
cleaning of the Yamuna River
on Friday, with BJP MP
parvesh Verma landing in a
controversy after a video
showed him using inappro-
priate language while talking
to an official of the Delhi Jal

" Board (DJB).

Adter this video, the AAP
came down heavily on the BJP.
leaders who in a video were
seen rebuking D]B officals for
using a chemical to defoam the
Yamunia, and alleged that the
party was obstructing Chhath
preparations.

In the video, Verma is
heard ask'mﬁla DB official ta
take dip in the river and also
calling him “besharam, ghatiya
aadmi (shameless, horrible

erson)”. “Tu yahan pe dubki
a chal. Yahan pe J'n%:yeh e
dubki lagane, tu lagake dikha
ﬁfﬂe. {People will come over
re to take a dip in the river.
You take a dip in the river.);”
he said.

In the video, the official is
also heard explaining that the
chemical being put in the
river Is US FDA approved
and is also cleared by National
Mission for Clean Ganga

(NMCG] for the use of clean-
ing the river.

To this Verma retorts,
“Tere sar pe daal doon? (should
1 put this ‘chemical on your
head.)"

The video was shared by
AAP MLA and DJB Vice-
Chairman Saurabh Bharadwaj
on Twitter. Verma is heard say-
ing to the official that “aath
saal me yaod aya ki i;
approved hai. Yahan logon
maar rahe ho tum, aath saal

mein tum isko saaé nahin kar
paaye. Isme dubki lagao. (After
eight years, you have remem-
bered now that it is approved?
You are killing people here.
In eight vears you could
“not clean it. Take a dip in the
river now); Verma is heard

-

saying to the official.

In a subsequent tweet
posted by Bharadwaj, some
men can be seen countering
Verma and other BJP leaders
who had accompanied him,
saying they only want the
Yamuna River to be
and don't care about which
Em.rﬁ{’ is getting that done.

'Delhi Government is prepar-
ing for Chhath Puja and BJP
leaders are stopping
misbehaving rw:fu. officials).
The BJP wants Pu j
brothers to suffer and festival
1o get spoiled.” Bharadwaj said
ina tweet in Hindi,

Tl::enm Mdg;‘!i: BJE
have targetin othe
aver the issue gf-(j!.‘nhzlh Puj
and pollution in the city river
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Sisodia, AAP Mins take part in Chhath celebrations

STAFF REPORTER @ NEW
DELHI

De]hi Ministers and MLAs
took part in the Chhath
Puja celebration in their areas.
Earlier they inspected the ghats
to take stock of the prepara-
tions. .

Delhi Environment
Minister Gopal Rai alongwith
Burari MLA Sanjiv Jha took
part in the chhath puja cele-
bfation in Burari. Rai also
particigated in the Babarpur
chhath puja samiti pro-
gramme. ;

Revenue Minister Kailash
Gahlot participated in the Jai
Vihar-Najafgarh ghat. Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
also visited ghats to take bless-
ing from devotees. Durgesh
Pathak went to Pusa ghat to
take part in the chhath puja.

Earlier, Delhi Ministers
and MLAs on Sunday inspect-
ed ghats and parks in various
areas in Delhi to take stock of
the preparations for the
Chhath:

Sisodia inspected the
Jyagi Chhath Ghat at
Patparganj and Environment
Minister Gopal Rai inspected
the ghat at Pradhan Enclave.

Delhi Revenue Minister
Kailash Gahlot on Sunday vis-
ited Chhath Ghats in Qutub

Vihar and Dabri Mor to take
stock of preparations for the
festival.

Sisodia met the devotees
while taking stock of the
arrangements.. He said that
the Kejriwal Government has
made grei\[ arrangemems fO'I‘
Chhath Puja in Delhi.

"The devotees did not face
any kind of difficulties. After
the formation of the Kejriwal
government in Delhi, the cel-
ebrations of Chhath Puja have
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been greatly improved," he
said. During the visit Gahlot
checked preparations regard-
ing sanitation, lighting, water
supply, making of temporary
ponds, installation of CCTVs
among others.

At Dabri Mor Chhath _

Ghats, Gahlot also interacted
with fasting women and asked
them about preparation
regarding the festival.

“Just went to Qutub
Vihar-Matiala and inspected

the Chhath Puja Ghat. People
are very happy with the
arrangements made by Delhi
government.

The members of Chhath
Committee expressed their
gratitude to Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal area MLA
Gulab Singh Yadav” Gahlot
tweeted after the visit.

Delhi Jal Board Vice
Chairman and AAP MLA
Saurabh Bharadwaj also visit-
ed Chhath Ghats at Astha

Kunj in East of Kailash area
and took stock of preparations
there. :

Apart from this, Aam
Aadmi Party MLA Shri
Durgesh Pathak took note of
the preparations at DDA Park,
Naraina Vihar Club.

MLA Shri Dilip Pandey
inspected the Signature
Apartment Ghat in Mukherjee
Nagar, and MLA Sanjeev Jha
took stock of the preparations
in the Pradhan Enclave.




