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10km-Long Cycle Corridor, Other Key
Traffic And Transit Projects Get Nod

Impact Assessment Report For Redevelopment Of AIIMS Campus Also Approved

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A nearly 10-km-long
cycle corridor connecting New
Moti Bagh in south Delhi with
Central Secretariat planned by
New Delhi Municipal Council
was cleared by the governing bo-
dy of Unified Traffic and Trans-
portation Infrastructure (Plan-
ning & Engineering) Centre (UT-
TIPEC), the road engineering
overseer, on Monday.

Apartfromthecycle corridor,
approved at a meeting chaired by
lieutenant governor VK Saxena
on Monday, other traffic and
transport infrastructure pro-
jects that got the nod included a
comprehensive mobility plan for
Dwarka, traffic impact assess-
ment report for the redevelop-
ment of the AIIMS campus to
convert it into a ‘worldclass' me-
dical university and multimodal
integration (MMI) of select Del-
hi Metro stations.

Sources said that the corri-
dor, with its route including Nir-
man Bhawan, Shanti Path, Kau-
tilya Marg, Teen Murti Margand
Sansad Marg, was found 'doable’
since it would face the fewest in-
terventions. Officials said that
the corridor was expected to be-
come a ‘model path’, setting a
trend for more such corridors.

The comprehensive mobility
plan for Dwarka Zone includes im-
mediate and short-term plans like
improved intersections, enhanced
walkability, better public trans-
port, reliable last-mile connectivi-
ty and parking solutions. A long-
term improvement plan includes
an integrated transit corridor de-
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velopment for the Dwarka Mor to
Palam metro station segment.
Sources said that Saxena as-
ked officials to take into account
the prospective traffic and mobili-
ty projections in light of the pro-

posed and upcoming diplomatic
enclave, sports centre and Bharat
Vandana Park in Dwarka. Saxena
also asked officials to explore and
apprise him of plans for alternate
access and exits from Dwarka,

Sources said that Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority would ensure
that the transport departiment's
plans for ‘circulator’ bus routes
would be in syne with the Dwar-
kamobility plan.

NMMI of the Jhandewalan, Ra-
jendra Place and Nangloi metro
stations were also approved as
wasthe modifications of Karkar-
dooma metro station's MMI in
light of the pending court cases
related to encroachment by eight
shops at the proposed entry point
there. Sources said that to avoid
any delay, DDA has shifted the
entry for the time being, but the
MMI is designed keeping in mind
that ultimately the encroached
land will revert to the agency.

The LG expressed dissatisfac-
tion at the lack of inter-agency
coordination for successful imp-
lementation of MMI of 59 metro
stations approved earlier, sour-
ces said. Saxena issued direc-
tionis for seamless coordination
between stakeholders, including
the;l‘ublic Works Department,
transport department, Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi, Delhi
Traffic Police and DDA. He also
asked for the identification of fi-
ve metro stations with the heavi-
est footfall for implementation of
MMI plans on a pilot basis.

Discussing the action taken
report on a project of approach
road from Chhatarpur to the in-
stitutional area in Maidan Garhi,
Saryupur and Satbari, where the
SAARC University and the Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces Institu-
te of Management Science are co-
ming up, the LG instructed DDA
to explore the possibility of wide-
ningtheroad totheextent possib-
letakingintoaccount theland av-
ailable with it, gram sabha and
the forest department. Healso as-
ked for another design that would
inglude the plr'wate land.
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report on vector-borne disea-
ses continues to show an up-
ward trend, with 129 fresh
dengue cases being registe-
red in just four da-
ys last week, bet-
ween September 18
and 21. In all, 525
dengue cases have

To check mosquito bree-
ding at construction sites,
“MCD checked 1,027 construc-
tion sites, outof which 257 we-
refound positive for
mosquito breeding.
The public health
departmenttookac-
tion against the ow-

been reported till WSIaGHE1HI4 ners/contractors
September 21. OTLTECTLGTIE N of these sites by is-

I In comparison, EEEIR{FUSIIEE suing 135 legal noti-
273 cases of dengue PLLIELILDY | ces and 97 challans.

were recorded last
year till this period,
and 212 in 2020 and 282 in 2019.
QOutof thetotal cases, 281 have
been registered till Septem-
ber 21, 2022 alone in compari-
son with 217 during the same
month in 2021 and 188 in 2020.
The number of new mala-
ria cases was 14 during the
same period last week, taking
the total to 106 in comparison
with102in2021and 149 in 2020.
Qut of these cases, 57 have be-
enreported this Septemberas
against 56 in September 2021
and 102 in 2020. Three cases of

= Prosecution was al-
solaunched against 69
sites,” the civic body stated.
“Prominent construction si-
tes where mosquito breeding
was found are those of ITPO
at Pragati Madan, Sports Aut-
hority of India at Dwarka,
DDA housing complex at Sec-
tor 19 Dwarka and Mohan Co-
operative Industrial Estate.”
Owners/contractors  at
construction sites have been
asked to channelise water or
pour kerosene and diesel on
the surface of stagnant water
tostopmosquito breeding.
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DDA's renewed attempt to sell

8,500 flats in Narela sub-city

The LIG, EWS flats on offer in Narela have found few takers in the past; to attract homebuyers, the

urban body has relaxed norms and is trying to augment connectivity, police presence in Narela

Muneef Khan
NEW DELHI

he Delhi Develop-
’ T ment  Authority
- (DDA) recently

made another bid to dis-
pose of its unsold invento-
ry in Narela by offering ov-
er 8,500 flats in batches for
the lower income group

| (LIG) and economically

weaker section (EWS)
nearly a fortnight ago.
In the first batch, 1,281

| flats are on offer, whose
| saleis expected to fetch the

urban body ¥196.90 crore
in revenue. Of these, 870
flats have already been
sold, say officials.

In order to attract ho-
mebuyers, the DDA is of-
fering its flats on a “first-
come-first-serve” basis
through a  “running”
scheme, which means that
it has no deadline. Moreov-
er, the urban body has re-
laxed its norms for the al-

| lotment of EWS houses.

The relaxation mainly in-
volves doing away with the
condition that the appli-
cant’s annual individual in-

| come should be less than
| %3 lakh.

However, there’s a long

' way to go before DDA man-

ages to attract enough at-
tention to dispose of the
first batch of its 8,500 flats,

which itself is a fraction of

the 50,000 unsold flats
that the urban body has in
Narela.

Officials whom The Hin-

| du spoke to, spoke about

'
,.

the issues ailing DDA’s
housing projects in Narela
and the manner in which
the urban body is trying to
fix them.

Three big issues
According to a senior offi-
cial, the DDA faces three
major hurdles in the Narela
sub-city — its poor image
among homebuyers given
that the flats have re-
mained unsold despite be-
ing offered in multiple
housing schemes, deficient
connectivity with the other
parts of the Capital and
sparse deployment of the
police.

“I feel that with the
norms being relaxed, our
scheme will get some trac-
tion. But some issues, in
terms of its location and
connectivity, may take lon-

Relaunch bid: In the first batch, 1,281 DDA flats are on offer in Narela. FILE PHOTO

ger to resolve. If it were on-
ly about the image of the
area, we could have dealt
with it. Perceptions can be
changed. But it’s a combi-
nation of both,” said a se-
nior DDA official.

Connecting sub-city

He added that the urban
body is in talks with the
Delhi Transport Corpora-
tion to chalk out a few bus
routes closer to the hous-
ing pockets in Narela, to
improve the area’s connec-
tivity.

At the moment, DTC op-
erates two buses in two
shifts from Narela pocket-G
and Narela Sector-Al to
Central Secretariat. More-
over, to improve the polic-
e's presence in the area,
the DDA has also allotted
land to Delhi Police for

construction of 11 police
stations in various sectors
of the sub-city.

“Narela has been
pitched on the lines of a
sub-city that will come up
in the future and large-
scale development works
are already underway. Ho-
wever, these works, and
connectivity improve-
ments such as the metro
rail, will take time,” said a
second DDA official.

“Even in the case of
Dwarka, homebuyers were
initially not keen about
purchasing houses. But if
we look at it now, the pic-
ture is completely diffe-
rent. Similarly, Narela is a
place which will appeal to
homebuyers in the future.
It will definitely find takers
once the issues are sorted
out,” the official added.
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Bulk of dengue cases came
in September; MCD says
itis expected to getworse

SATVIKA MAHAJAN

NEW DELHI: With the
onslaught of rain in the
national Capital in Septem-
ber 2022, cases of dengue have
increased exponentially. The
city recorded a total of 281
cases till September 21, 2022
whereas in August, only 75
cases were recorded as per the
reports from Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi.

MCD’s public health
department has taken sev-
eral measures to control the
spike in cases, however, offi-
cials stated that further hike in
cases is expected in the upcom-
ing months due extended mon-
soon in Delhi. Last year, a total
of 9,613 dengue cases were
reported in Delhi, a record
breaking number in several
years, ofticials have predicted
that it is possible that 2022
might see a similar amount of
cases.

In order to check mosquito

breeding in construction sites,
the MCD has conducted mas-
sive checking drive in its area.
During a drive conducted
recently, a total of 1,027 con-
struction sites were checked,
out of which 257 sites were
found positive for mosquito
breeding. MCD's public health
department took action against
owners/contractors of the sites
by issuing 135 legal notices
and 97 challans. Apart from
this, prosecution also launched
against 69 sites. Action against
owners/contractors of the
sites was taken under DMC
(Malaria & VBD)/Bye-Laws
1975.
They have also asked own-

ers/contractors that breeding in
construction sites can be elimi-
nated very effectively by chan-
nelising water or by pouring
kerosene oil and diesel on the
surface of stagnant water. The
department has also urged peo-
ple for their active participation
for prevention and control of
vector-borne diseases-dengue,
malaria and chikungunya.

Prominent construction
sites where mosquito breeding
was found are construction site
of ITPO, Pragati Madan, Sports
Authority of India, Dwarka,
SAARC University, Maidan-
garhi, DMRC, Dakhinpuri,
DDA housing complex, Sector
19 Dwarka, Mohan Coopera-
tive Industrial Estate,

MCD officials added that
they have made several efforts
to keep numbers in check but
despite that there are several
other factors such as rains,
lack of awareness, unchecked
breeding spots, etc that have
caused the issue.
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BJP tried to incite riots in

Delhi with fake news: AAP

| STAFF REPORTER W
| NEW DELHI

he AAP on Monday said

that the BIP tried to incite
riots in Delhi by spreading fake
news and a proof has been sub-
mitted to Lieutenant Governor.

AAP . MLA, Somnath
Bharti said that on September
16, BJP released a video
through which they tried to
misléad the audience about
land jihad and the photo shown
in the video by BJP is of
Mohammed Shahbudeen who
was jailed in Tihar and died
during Covid.

“This photo was taken in
the cemetery behind ITO. A
BJP politician who used the
picture to churn out fake news
from it that AAP is about to
build another cemetery. By
showing this picture, BJP tried
to spread riots in Delhi but they
failed miserably at it. They are
thirsty for blood and stoop to

o

Thit

any level for political gains,’
said Bharti.

“I have submitted a letter to
LG and told him that BJP's
failed attempt to create violence
in Delhi is exposed. All the pic-
tures shown by them were
fake;” said Bharti.  °

Shedding light on the cor-
ruption done by BJP, he said, a
BJP councillor Shailendar
Singh Monty, in 2007 didn’t
have enough funds to cam-
paign for himself but in 2020,
when this person stood for
assembly elections, he showed
his wealth as Rs 28 crores of
white money. =M

“Which machine has the

' leader, CBI and ED will not
him,” said Bharti adding that he-

‘CBI and ED to initiate investi-

' then he should take strict |

BJP installed to roduce SO
much money and amass sO
much wealth despite being in
ublic life? In 2007, he did not
Eave a penny and in 2020 he
holds Rs 28 crores,” said Bharti.
“It has been 36 hours since

I submitted documents to the
1-G and he is yet to take any
action, Since Monet is a 'BJP

dare to take any action against
demands L-G to direct the

gation against Shailendar Singh
Monty. :
“He has grabbed DDAS
land and if the L-G is actua]ﬂ:
concerned about DDAS land,

action against him, All his ille-

gal strisctures, be ithotel, man-
sions or bars, should be demal=

ished and lands should be.
freed from encroachment. A.
case should be registered
against him,” said Bharti. =




