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Maln‘tammg monuments
under our purview at
Mehrauli park, says ASI

DIvyAa
NEW DELH, AUGUST 23
A DAY after the Delhj High
Court reprimanded the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) for the “pathetic” condi-
tionof monuments at Mehrauli
Archaeological Park, and asked
for a status report, the agency
said “itwill follow the court’s di-
rectionin letterand Spirit”, and
submit a status Teport soon.
Speaking to The Indian
Express Tuesday, ASI officials
said, “There are about 80 mon-
uments in the entire area, out
of which only five fall under
the purview of the ASL” These
include the Mandi Mosque,
Balban and Jamali Kamali
Tomb, the area between
these two tombs, Rajon ki
Baoli, and the meeting point of
Jahanpanah Qila and Qila Rai
Pithora. The agency said there
are multiple stakeholders in
the area, which include the
Delhi state archaeology de-
partment and the Delhi

Wagqf Board, while the park
comes under the purview of
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA).

While hearing a petition
filed by the Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage, the court had re-
marked: “The monuments are
in a pathetic state and not be-
ing maintained.” The court
stressed that “it is the duty of
ASI to protect and preserve
monuments”, while directing
it to file a status report about
all monuments of historical
importance in the area,

ASI sources said there is an
encroachment issue, but asiitis
not an “enforcing agency”, its
roleislimited. Onits part, ASI of-
ficials said, they have been
maintaining the five monu-
ments, and if more needs to be
done, they will certainly look at
it. Asked about other monu-
ments, which may be under
other agencies, AS] said, "If any
written requests are made to us,
wecanlookat it on case-to-case
basis, subject to approval.”
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