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Anti-smog guns, landfill squads
in MCD’s winter pollution plan

Paras Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) on Fri-
day announced a series of meas-
ures it plans to undertake in
order to check air pollution sour-
ces during the upcoming winter
months.

According to the winter action
plan, the civic body has deployed
11 anti-smog guns at different
locations prone to dust pollution,
including the city’s three landfill
sites, while teams headed by dep-
uty commissioners have been
tasked for surveillance at the 13
pollution hotspots.

Air pollution hit critical levels
in Delhi every year during win-
ters as winds die down and tem-
peratures dip. To add to this,
farmers in the states of Punjab
and Haryana burn harvest resi-
due, sending plumes of smoke
that drift over to much of north
India, blanketing the region in
hagafrtxil]ous pollutants.

e 1l anti-smo, S pro-
cured by the corpofa%juc:;, l:wo
will be deployed at Bhalswa land-

Action plan this winter

MCD has announced measures to check air pollution sources

1 anti-smog guns
deployed at different
locations prone to dust
pollution

Teams headed by
deputy commissioners
tasked for surveillance

Pollution hotspots
Narela, Bawana, Mundka, Wazirpur,

Rohini; RK Puram, Okhla, Jahangirpu-
ri. Anand Vihar, Vivek Vihar, Punjabi
Bagh, Mayapuri and Dwarka I

at 13 pollution hotspots ~ How dust contributes

| Astudy by IIT-Kanpur has shown dust
All projects undertaken . from roads, digging and agriculture
overan areaof 500sam | accqunt for 38% PM2.5 and 56% PMI0
?mh:r:?m;m:g of | inDelhi.Itis estimated 131 tonnesof
et it Bersare dusf is generated every day in Delhi

fill, one each at Okhla and Ghazi-
pur landfills, one unit each at
construction and demolition
plants located in Rani Khera,
Burari, Bakkarwala, Shastri Park
and Jahangirpuri, while two
units will be deployed atop the
Civic Centre, MCD headquarters.

To be sure, scientists have
questioned the efficacy of these
devices in controlling pollution.

A senior MCD official coordi-
nating the anti-pollution meas-

ures said that directions have
been issued to the building
department to ensure registra-
tion of all projects being under-
taken over an area of 500 sq-m
The registration of these build-
ing projects will help MCD and
Delhi Pollution Control Commit-
tee (DPCC) teams to ensure dust
control measures are being fol-
lowed by contractors. To ensure
compliance, such registrations
have been mandated at the time

of building plan approval proc-
ess,” the official explained.

MCD has identified 13 pollu-
tion hot spots under its jurisdic-
tion - Narela, Bawana, Mundka,
Wazirpur, Rohini, RK Puram,
Okhla, Jahangirpuri, Anand
Vihar, Vivek Vihar, Punjabi Bagh,
Mayapuri and Dwarka.

“MCDs zonal deputy commis-
sioners have been designated as
the nodal officers for pollution
hotspots located in their zones.
They will be conducting opera-
tion in coordination with other
stakeholders like DDA, PWD and
Delhi Police,” the official said.

Dust remains one of the key
pollution components. A study
by Indian Institute of Technology,
Kanpur has shown that dust
from roads, digging and agricul-
ture account for the highest sus-
pended particulate matter sour-
ces in Delhi, contributing 38% of

- PM2.5and 56% of PM10 in Delhi.

Itis estimated that more than
131 tonne of dust is generated
every day in Delhi, with construc-
tion sites, loose soil, road dust
and poorly maintained roads
being some of the key contribut-

ing factors.

“We have designated sites as
local dumping sites across 12
zones. Debris in small quantity
can be dumped by general public
at these sites from where it will
be transported to construction
and demolition (C&D) waste

processing plants by corporation.

However, bulk generators from |

large construction projects have
been directed to dump malba
directly at C&D waste processing
facilities in Bakkarwala, Rani-
khera and Shastri Park,” the offi-
cial quoted above said.

Some progress in terms of pro-

curing machinery to tackleroad |

dust has been made over the last
four years, officials said.

“We have deployed 52
mechanical road sweeping
machines with target of sweep-
ing1,560 km per day on average.
In addition, 252 water sprinklers
will be used for dust control to

coveran average length of 1,600 |

km per day. These water sprin-
klers will operate twice a day in
the 13 identified pollution hot-
spots,” the MCD action plan
stated.
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Push begins for 5G
in Delhi, L-G to chair
meetmg next week

GAYATHRI MANI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 23

DELHIITES COULD soon enjoy
high-speed 5G network connec-
tivity as work has begun to assess
how infrastructure can be up-
graded - from departments and
buildings where smaller ‘cells’
sites can be put up to street furni-
ture where smaller ‘cells’ can be
installed to bolster the network.

Small cell sites are basically
meant to enhance the network
inareas with high density of mo-
bile phones, suchas the crowded
Chandni Chowk market or a sta-
dium that accommodates thou-
sandsoraMetro station like Rajiv
Chowk.

Major agencies and depart-
ments such as the Delhi Police,
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) and other departments
which currently use 4G network
will completely shift to 5G net-
waork once the project is rolled
out.

Delhi L-G V K Saxena will
chair a meeting on Tuesday on
this front, expected to be at-
tended by officials from the de-
partment of telecommunication,
Delhi Police, Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation, Delhi Development
Authority and representatives of
telecom firms, sources said.

Two weeks ago, the Delhi
Chief Secretary had met promi-
nent telecom firms todiscuss the
rollout, itis learnt.

"The project is at an initial
stage but preliminary work has
begun. While telecom firms will
roll out 5G, government depart-
ments will provide infrastruc-
tural support and facilitate the
implementation,” said a source.

On the installation of the
small cells, another source said,

Sources said the L-Gis setto
give his nod for installing
these in buildings of the
Delhi Police, DMRC, NDMC
and DDA. Archive

“These need to beinstalled every
200 metres so that consumers -
from densely populated areas to
upscale colonies - get high-
speed network.”

Sources said the L-G is set to
give his nod forinstalling these in
buildings of the Delhi Police,
DMRC, NDMC and DDA, which
come under him,

The Delhi government is ex-
pected to give permission for in-
stallation in departments and
stretches that come under its ju-
risdiction.

Infrastructural support will
be provided through govern-
ment departments such as the
Public Works Department,
which looks after major roads.
The PWD has already started a
survey and some data has been
submitted to Geospatial Delhi
Limited (GSDL).

As part of its survey, PWD will
identify electric poles, hoardings,
overhead sign boards, traffic sig-
nals, Metro pillars, government
offices and school buildings
where the project can be taken
forward.
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‘1k homes demolished in city, 5.8k people hit’

NOWHERE TO GO?

* Over 36,480 homes were
demolished and around

2.1 lakh people evicted from
their homes across urban and
rural India in 2021

> In Delhi, 1,123 homes were
demolished, affecting

5,838 people in 2021

¥ Qver 25,800 homes and
more than 124,450 people
were evicted across the
country from January to
July 2022

> Delhi witnessed many
such incidents in this year

> The evictions occurred

despite the third wave of

the Covid pandemic during

January-March 2022, and

the continued impact on the
livelihood and lives of people

FORCED
EVICTION

IN INDIA

@ At least

100 houses
destrayed daily
@ At least 567
people lost 0
their homes 2 C
every day
@At least 24
people evicted
every hour

S L
What is ferced eviction
‘Forced eviction® has been defined by General Comment 7 (1997)
of the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights: The parmanent or temporary removal against
the will of individuals, families or communities from their
homes or land, which they occupy, without the provision of, and
access to, appropriate forms of legal or other protection

Priyangi.Agarwal
d@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A new report by
Housing and Land Rights
Network (HLRN) says that
the government authorities,
at both the central and state
levels, demolished over
36,480 homes in 2021, thereby
evicting over 2 lakh people
from their homes across the
country. In Delhi, various
land-owning agencies demo-
lished 1,123 homes for vario-
us reasons, affecting a total
of 5,838 people.

The national capital wit-
nessed several incidents of
such demolitions between
February and July this vear
The report alleged that in
maost of these cases, due pro-
cesses were not followed and

the affected persons were
not rehabilitated. It said
“forced evictions" lead to
displacement of families,
lossof homes andlivelihood,
disruptionof children'sedu-
cation, severe impact on he-
alth, and physical and psy-
chological trauma among
otherconseguences.

Among the reasons that
led to eviction of people in
the national capital are
slum-clearance, anti-encro-
achment or beautification
drives and infrastructure
projects,

Delhi Development Aut-
hority (DDA) carried out se-
veral demolition drives to
vacate government land in
2021 “In February 2021, DDA
demolished 150 houses in
Shastri Park. In Dhobi Ghat

=

area, DDA along with police
demolished 26 houses. In De-
cember 2021, DDA demolis-
hedover 140 houses in Kalka-
jlwithout any rehabilitation
provided to the affected fa-
milies,” HLRN claimed in
the report. DDA did not re-
spondtoqueries sent by TOT.

‘The report highlighted in-
adequate and delayved resett-
lement as evicted families ha-
vebeen waiting for rehabilita-
tion for several years. “In ma-
ny of these cases, the
rehabilitation has been orde-
red by the Delhi high court
and the families have paid for
alternative housing, often by
taking personal lnans at high
interest rates. In Kidwai Na-
gar, around 400 affected peo-
ple have been waiting for the
allotment of alternative flats

e, ACtiON Against 36.5k Houses Across India, 2L Evicted: Report

since 2017, said the report.

The report alleged that
with the continued lack of ro-
ordination between govern-
ments and overlapping imp-
lementation of schemes for
the poor, the evicted families
in Delhi are forced to langu-
ish in inadequate living con-
ditions, waiting to be rehabi-
litated by the state.

HLRN in the report re-
commended to the Centre
and state governments that
due processes should be fol-
lowed by ensuring that the
free, prior, and informed
consent of all affected per-
sonsis taken before any evic-
tion project is finalised. The
report said alternative ac-
commaodation showld be ur-
gently provided toallevicted
families.

-
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Damselflies In Distress? Why Stark
Change In Rain Patterns May Hurt

Unfavourable Condutlons Can Reduce Chances Of Successful Reprod uction

Privangi.Agarwal

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A week-long sur-
vey conducted to determine
the diversity and density of
dragonflies and damselflies
has found seven to 25species at
the seven biodiversity parks of
the Delhi Development Autho-
rity (DDA). They are impor-
tant totheenvironmentas pre-
dators (particularly of mosqu-
itos)and prey tobirdsandfish.

Asthese insectsrequirestab-
le oxygen levels and clean water,
scientists consider them reliable
bioindicators of thehhealthof an
ecosystem. However, scientists
said scanty rain in the first 20 da-
vs of September, followed by an
intense rain activity in the past
four days, affected the density of
dragonflies and damselflies.

All seven biodiversity
parks were covered this time,
but before this, the survey was
conducted in 2018 where 25, 9
and 5 species were recorded in
Yamuna Biodiversity Park,
Neela Hauz Biodiversity Park
and Tilpath Valley Biodiversi-
ty Park, respectively.

With indications of changes
in rainfall patterns over the re-
cent years, the untimely emer-
gence of adult dragonflies and
damselflies is likely to expose
them to less favourable condi-
tions. “Delhi saw an intenserain
activity in the past few days, but
the monsoon season is likely to
withdraw soon. As dragonflies
and damselflies have only a few
weeks to live and reproduce, the
unfavourable conditions they
face can reduce their chances of
successful reproduction and al-
so cause direct mortality Rain
distribution range shifis can ha-
ve other negative impacts on
species apart from shrinking of
suitable habitats,” said Faivaz
Khudsar, scientist incharge, bio-
diversity parks programme.

-K_a.nﬁl-a.Nehrﬁ o
Ridge

Yamuna
Biodiversity Park
Kalindi
Biodiversity Park
Aravalli
Biodiversity Park
Tughlagabad 7
Biodiversity Park
Tilpath Valley 7
Biodiversity Park
Neela Hauz 6
Biodiversity Park

<o lo]=]w]n]=

and density of dragonflies/

7 biodiversity parks from
September 19-25, 2022

in 2018 by three biodiversity

> The exercise to assess diversity |

damselflies was undertaken in all

> Before this, a dragonfly and
damselfly survey was conducted

parks, Yamuna, Neela Hauz and

16
12

323

Picture
wing

Ditch jewel

Ditch jewel

Wandering
glider
Wandering
glider
Granite
ghost

Scarlet
skimmer

| Tilpath Valley; 25,9 and 5 species

| were recorded respectively

| >They play a significant role in

| controlling the insect population,

especially pests, such as ‘

mosquitoes and agricultural pests r
> A single dragonfly reported to 377

|  eat30-100 mosquitoes per day

According to scientists,
higher water temperatures
cause the larvaetodevelopmo-
re quickly and emerge as
adults sooner, thus affecting
their availability throughout
the monsoon due to their short
lifespan. Ithas also beenobser-
ved that the individuals that

develop in warmer water tend
to develop smaller wings com-
pared with the body size.

As the relative wing size
decreases, they willexperien-
ceahigher wingload, making
these individuals with less
dispersal ability. It affects
their ability to move around

and predate harmful pests, in-
cluding mosquitos.

“Water pollution has a ne-
gative impact on dragonflies
due to their reliance on aqua-
tic ecosystems throughout
their life, making them impor-
tant environmental indica-
tors of water quality. They are

biological controllers of mos-
quitoes and, therefore, cut he-
alth expenditure burden by re-
ducing the impact of vector-
borne diseases like malaria,
dengue and chikungunya. A
single dragonfly is reported to
eat 30-100 mosquitoes per day,”
said Khudsar.
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Erratic rain, severe heat may have
hit Delhi’s dragonfly count: Survey

Snehil Sinha
snehil sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A dragonfly survey
carried out across the seven biodi-
versity parks in Delhi over the past
week suggests significant behav-
ioural changes in the insect’s life
cycle, likely due to the climate cri-
sis and erratic rainfall patterns this
year, scientists said on Sunday,
adding these alterations need to be
observed over the next few years.

The survey, conducted by scien-
tists and technical staff of the Delhi
Development Authority's (DDA)
biodiversity parks with students
from Hansraj College, Amity Uni-
versity, Jamia Millia Islamia and
others between Septemnber 19 and
25, found that there are 25 differ-
ent species of dragonflies and
damselflies in Delhi alone and
over 51 species across the National
Capital Region. The survey
counted 5,219 individual dragon-
flies and damselflies across the
seven biodiversity parks in Delhi.

Delhi's first-ever dragonfly
count was held across NCR in
2018, with the Asola Bhatd Wild-
life Sanctuary, Okhla Bird Sanctu-
ary, Dhanauri wetland, Surajpur
wetland, Najafgarh Jheel, Basai
wetland, Lodhi Garden and Sanjay
Van surveyed. The biodiversity
parks covered then included the
Yamuna Biodiversity Park, Ara-
valli Biodiversity Park and the
Neela Hauz Biodiversity Park. The
2018 count, carried out by the
Bombay Natural History Society
and World Wildlife Fund, led to
the discovery of 25 dragonfly spe-
cies.

‘25 species found in Delhi'

Biodiversity park Species Individuals Common
spotted  spotted species
_Yamuna Biodiversity Park 23 357 Ditch Jewel
Aravalli Biodiversity Park 12 555 Wandering
Giider
Kamla Nehru Ridge 25 391 Picture Wing
Tughlagabad Biodiversity 7 81 Wandering
Park Glider
Neela Hauz Biodiversity 6 3 Scarlet
Park Skimmer
Tilpath Valley Biodiversity 7 164 Granite
Park ___Ghost

Kalindi Biodiversity Park

Scientists, however, said that
the number of dragonflies this
year cannot be compared to 2018,
as the previous survey was con-
ducted only at three biodiversity
parks, but the significant behav-
ioural changes in the insect’s life
cycle do need to be observed over
the next few years. “There was
good rainfall when the monsoon
first hit the region, after which
there was a long hot and dry spell,
leading to the Yamuna river nearly
drying up, and then it rained again
over the last few days. This has
confused the dragonflies as they

lay eggs when it rains. So, they laid
eggs in the beginning of monsoon
and then entered the nymph stage
that normally remains underwa-
ter for a long time. Because the
wetlands dried up, the nymphs
grew up quicker and had a shorter
lifespan. When it rained again, the
dragonflies laid eggs again—which
is unusual. It is now a matter of
research for the next year to see
what will happen to the eggs and
how this shift will impact their
population. One year’s data is not
enough to make a definitive com-
ment,” Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist

in-charge of the Biodiversity Parks
Programme, said. He added that
the nymph stage is the most
important regulatory function of
the dragonfly as it feeds on mos-
quito larvae and reduces its popu-
lation, thereby reducing the possi-
bility of several vector-borne dis-
eases spreading across the region.

Experts believe that a healthy
population of dragonflies deter-
mines the quality of any ecosys-

* tem. The network of seven DDA

Biodiversity Parks in Delhi repre-
sents both the important ecologi-
cal landforms—the Yamuna river
and Aravalli hill range—in the
region. To be sure, any study of
these biodiversity parks and its
findings represent the true picture
of the quality of ecosystems here,

“Effort has been made to assess
the population of dragonflies and
damselflies in all the biodiversity
parks to ascertain the quality of
ecosystems, which ultimately pro-
vides environmental sustainability
and resilience to a city like Delhi.
The count of dragonflies and dam-
selflies indicates the quality of
water and health of the wetland
ecosystem,” Khudsar said,

This year, the 457-acre Yamuna
Biodiversity Park reported 23 spe-
cies of the insect—a drop from
2018, when 25 species were
recorded—including 357 individu-
als. The ditch jewel was the most
commonly spotted species here
and was also the most spotted spe-
cies at the 400-acre Kalindi Biodi-
versity Park, which recorded 16
species and 3,348 individuals. Both
of these biodiversity parks repre-
sent floodplain ecosystems. While

Yamuna Biodiversity Park had the

highest number of species, Kalindi
‘had the highest individual count of
dragonflies and damselflies. Khud-

sar, meanwhile, added that a sig-

nificant change from 2018 was the

lack of common picture wing

dragonflies in Yamuna Biodiver--
sity Park—a species that was the

most common here in 2018.

The 692-acre Aravalli Biodiver-
sity Park recorded 12 species and
555 individuals. The 175-acre Til-
path Valley recorded seven spe-
cies—an increase from five species
in 2018—and 164 individuals. The
320-acre Tughlagabad Biodiver-
sity Park had seven speciesand 81
individuals. The 215-acre Kamla
Nehru Ridge had 25 species and
291 individuals and the 10-acre
Neela Hauz had six species—a
drop from nine species in 2018—
and 323 individuals. These five
biodiversity parks represent the
last spur of Aravalli range. While
the lowest count of dragonilies
was observed in the
least number of species was in
Neela Hauz, given its small size.

The wandering glider was the
most commonly spotted species in
the Aravalli and Tughlagabad,
common picture wing in Kamla
Nehru, scarlet skimmer in Neela
Hauz and granite ghost in Tilpath
Valley Biodiversity Park. “Thisisa
good time to survey dragonflies as
monsoon is when they can be seen
in large numbers as they start
breeding, So, any survey needs to
be conducted around August-Sep-
tember," said Aisha Sultana, ecolo-
gist, Biodiversity Parks Pro-
gramme.
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Full Of Life: ‘Floating’ Solar Panels To Harness The Sun

SANJAY LAKE REVAMP: Project Will Help Generate Power To Meet The Energy Needs Of At least 50 DDA Parks In East Delhi

‘Sidhartha.Royatimesgroup.com

New Delhi: Sanjay Lake near
Mayur Vihar in east Delhi is
going to boast of the national
capital’s first floating’ solar
power plant if the Delhi Deve
lopment Authority’s (DDA)
plans fructify The plant is ex-
pected to generate between 1
and 1.5 megawatt of solar po-
wer, which would meet the
electricity needs of 50 DDA
parks spread across east Delhi

The authority is carrving
out the ecological restoration
of Sanjay Lake, one the largest
Ereen areas in east Delhi that
is spread over 170 acres, inclu-
ding the lake itself, which is
spread over 52 3 acres. Sourres
=aid that while beautification
work, including a recently in-
stalled ‘selfie-point’ and sea-
ting areas have come up, the
most importantelementof the
entirearea isthelake.

Senior DDA officials re
cently held a meeting with the
Delhi Jal Board, which has ta-
ken up the work of rejuvena-
tion of Sanjay Lake, including
de-silting work. While some
parts of the lake are used for
boating and recreational pur-
poses, most of the waterbody
is not part of any other func-
tion. Officials said that thepe
are plans to establish the floa-
ting solar power plant on one-
third of the area in the middle

170.6 acres

Total area of Sanjay Lake
S et sphct ar ool

52.3 acres

Area of the waterbody

1-1.5 MW
Generation capacity of
‘fioating’ solar power
plant being planned on
one-third of the lake's area
=

Visakhapatnam's floating solar power
profect on M asirigeshid remrok
5,000 natve g

| species | DDA plans

| toplant in the area

5I SPECIES OF PLANTS, NATURE TRAILS

o

will meet the: '
| of 50 parks in east Delhi |
i
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i Jar rplant
1 The floating solar powe .

> Delhi Jal Board has taken
up the work of desilting and
rejuvenating the lake

> DDA plans |arge-
scale plantations

in the green area
surrounding the lake
» DDA intends

to give the green area
around Sanjay Lake the

feel of a forest

» Selfie point

> .lu'l'lr;ul'llt'-‘1e.1treB
> Walking trail

» Cycling track

» Green zone

»> Mounds

> Nature trails

> Pathways

i Sanjay Lake

> Some parts of the lake
are used for activities like
hoating, ete

> DDA plans to

) establish a ‘floating’
o solar power plant on
the remaining part
of the lake

» Solar panels will
be mounted on floating
structures

» Benches
and sitting
platforms

portionof the lake.

While the power plant is
stillata planning stage, it wo-
uld see solarpanelsbeing mo-
unted on floating structures
being kept on the lake when a
final decision is taken by
DDA, Similar floating solar
power plants have come
up on waterbodies in states
like Telangana, Andhra Pra-
desh,and Kerala.

At these plants, an array
of solar modules is mounted
on floating platforms, which
consist of inverter, transfor-
mer and a HT breaker. The
floating platform is made of
high-density  polyethylene
material.  While DDAs
proposed solar power plant
would be much smaller in
scale, it would be a first for
thenational capital.

Sanjay Lake has always be-
enarecreational area with the
lake and the ducks attracting
visitors but DDA has been wor-
king on improving the entire
areaand making it the best re-
creationalhubineast DelhiIn
the last few years, DDA has de-
veloped facilities like an amp-
hitheatre, walking and cycling
tracks, sitting areas, etc.

Sources said that the aut-
horityisworkingonmorefaci-
litios like nature trails, lakevi-
ew plazas and courts, food co-
urt, observation deck, medita-
tion garden, open gym, play

__—“-———_.___.._ ——

area for children, cactus gar-
den, duck house, jungle the-
med play area, ete. Toencoura-
e art in a public space, DDA
has also been developing an
‘artist court’, sculpture court,
andacrafthutinthe area.

The authority had plan-
ned to plant 5,000 saplings of
native species during this
monsoon, but it was to be car-
ried out as part of compensa-
tory plantation for an infrast-
ructureand approval was not
received in time. The delay
means that DDA would now
have to wait for the next sea-
501 to carry out large-scale
plantation in the area.

DDA doesn't have enough
spaceavailable inthecapital to
provide to different agencies
for their compensatory planta-
tion requirement and that is
why its plantation drives are
aligned to cater to thisneed.

“It is a protected forest
and, therefore, it needs to ha-
ve acharacter of a forest. Ef-
forts have been made to im-
prove the area but still a lot
needstobedone,” said Rajeev
Kumar Tiwari, DDA's princi-
pal commissioner (hortieul-
ture), when asked about
plans to rejuvenate the San-

jay Lakegreens.

Sources said that the wa-
ter in thelakegetsdirty asun-
clean water gets mixed with
it and that is the reason why

therearealsoplansof asewa-
getreatment plant(STP) near
thelake toensurethat the wa-
ter entering the lake is clean

The man-made lake, crea-
ted in the 1970s, has no water
catchment areas and de
pendsonrainwaterandother
sources for supply of water,
an official said. To augment
the water in the lake, there
are plans to use water froma
nearby stormwaterdrain, for
which the STP would be used.
The STP would ensure that
thelake gets more treated wa-
ter from thedrain.

The authority has also be-
en working on a Bioswale' for
ground recharge, which wo-
uld also provide natural beau-
ty, anofficial said on the condi-
tion of anonymity A bioswale
is a ditch ora channel with ve-
getation, where stormwater
runoff is concentrated to re-
move debris and help in re-
charging groundwater.

DDA is trying to restore
the green space of the area
and also provide space to the
public to experience the natu-
ral beauty without disturbing
it, the official said. He added
that the Sanjay Lake hasalar-
ge number of Eucalyptus tre-
es, which were planted way
back in the 1970s and B0s and
are an impediment in giving
the area a forest cover due to
theirstruect structure.



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SURVEY’s FINDINGS

What lower rain in Delhi this year has meant for aOUﬂieS, damselflies

= highand there's less rainfall and  rainfall picked upagain.

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND  Park ecored she nighest mum. g bl :;e;sd;;i"m' heoymeh v Wil iadngplaed
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25 ber at 3,348, followed by the  minewhether the deficitin rin- enmes,:’f:‘"’ adult Sincedrag-  towards theend of the week, the
———————  Amavalli Biodiversity Park where  fallin Delhi thismonsoonhas had die qui SM|msmm menmmmmms'
A SURVEY of dragonflies and 555 individualswerecounted.  any impact on dragonflies and i ?jumk«ly' That's the scenario  onflies began laying eggs again.
damselfiesatDelhisbiodiversity  Thelastsuchsurveywascon-  damselfles "Whe . They e stusted baesdig
pa_rks'lnﬂicates that low rainfall  ducted in 2018 at the Yamuna, Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist in- h@ame;me bl i mnmmn&m"mhm
thisyearmay haveimpactedtheir  Tilpath Valley and Neela Hauz  charge, Biodiversity Parks s € metamorphosis is  soon. Soon, winter will come, and
life cycles and numbers. Biodiversity Parks. The Neela Programme at the Centre for s wingsizealsotendsto  what's going to happen to those
Inaweek-long survey that  Hauz biodiversity park also Environment Management of i ce.And, when the wing size  eges?” Khudsar said. Collecting
ncudedonSunday.atotalof25  recorded a fewer number of Degraded Ecosystems, said, d uces, their dispersal canre-  dataof this sortfor afew years can
species of dragonflies and dam-  species this year — justsix-as “Sincethe temperaturewashigh uce drastically. Since their help track the changes taking
selflies were recorded across  compared to 2018, when nine  and rainfall waslow, there was lit- movernen is reduced, their for-  place in the ecosystem, and it
seven biodiversity parks. specieswere counted. tle water in the river and the aging - they feed on adultmos-  could betoosoonnaw toarmive at
The Kamla Nehru Ridge  Speciesthatwererecordedin- floodplain  wetlands are Quitos-isalsoreduced,"Khudsar  concrete conclusions, he added.
recorded the maximumnumber  clude the Scarlet Skimmer, shrunken The nymph, whichis 2 adlec ; Dragonflies serve as biologi-
of species - 25. The Yamuna  Picture Wing dragonfly and the  oneofthe stages of thelife cydeof (Clockwise from abave) Golden Darlet; Pied Paddy ] ~ Theatyhasrecordedadeficit ~ cal control for mosquitoes. They
Biodiversity Park recorded 23 Granite Ghost the dragonfly, stays in the water skimmer; Ditch Jewel. As many as 25 speciesof dragonflies  inrainfall for the monsoonsofar. ~ are also an indicator of water
species, a little less than the 25 In addition to counting the  for a long period of time and isa and damselflies were recorded across seven biodiversity For the month of September,  quality in wetlands and water
speciesrecordedin2018.Interms  number of species in the two  voracious feeder of mosquitolar- parks. DDA Biodiversity Farks therewas alargedeficitinrainfall  bodies since polluted water is
of the number of individuals main ecosystems of Delhi - the ~ vae. When the temperature is till this week when monsoonal  detrimental tothem.
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