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'DDA’s slum rehab
plan a non-starter’

Risha Chitlangia
rishachitlangia@htlive com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has not
been able to implement any in situ
(in the same place) slum redevel-
opment project in the past decade,
officials of the agency said.

Two DDA officials aware of the
matter said that in the past two
years, the agency issued tenders
for 10 projects to provide afforda-
ble housing to nearly 22,000 peo-
ple living in slums clusters in vari-
ous parts of the city. But, it was not
able to award work for the projects
due to poor response from devel-
opers, officials said.

Of the 10 projects, the land-own-
ing agency received bids only for
six but the work couldn't be
awarded as the developers asked
DDA for financial assistance,

Some of these projects are
located in Dilshad Garden, Shali-
mar Bagh, Rohini, Pooth Kalan,
Haiderpur, Okhla Industrial area,
Vasant Kunj and Kalkaji.

The failure of the agency is sig-
nificant in the light of findings by
the Housing and Land Rights Net-

. work (HLRN), which is its latest
report that was released
on Wednesday, has said that close
to 207,000 people were evicted
from their homes in India in 2021,

| including 13.750 people who were
evicted during the peak of the sec-
ond wave of Covid-19 in April and

May last year. Around 59% of the

mﬁﬁ

Developers want
DDA to provide
assistance of
R100-200 crore or
more depending on
the location of the
projects... This

is not possible
SENIOR DDA OFFICIAL

evicted people have not been reset-
tled or received compensation
from the government agencies, the
report, titled ‘Forced Eviction in
India in 2021', said. :

A senior DDA official who
asked not to be named said: “In the
past few years, a lot of changes
have been made in the policy to
ensure increased participation
from private concessionaires with-
out compromising on the interest
of slum residents. But we have not
got a good response. Developers
want DDA to provide financial
assistance to the tune of T00-200
crore or more depending on the
location of the projects, in addition
to the remunerative component.
Now, this is not possible. We
invited bids for the projects after
doing a detailed analysis, includ-
ing financial viability.”

870 DDA flats in Narela
sold after L.G intervenes

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has finally
been able to sell some of its flats in
Narela after lieutenant governor
(LG) Vinai Kumar Saxena directed

| the planning authority to amend
eligibility conditions and improve
transport connectivity to the area.
DDA has been struggling to sell

the flats in Narela, with residents
complaining that the area has
poor transport connectivity, lack

| ofhealth infrastructure, and secu-
| rity concerns. Earlier this month, it
| putonsale],28] flats. Officials said
| 1,940 people have registered for

—

the flats and 870 have been sold.

“On the instructions of the LG,
DTC has started operating buses in
two shifts from Narela Pocket-G
and Narela Sector-Al to Central
Secretariat... Land has been allot-
ted to Delhi Police for the con-
struction of 11 police stations,” said
an official.

Atan August 3 meeting, it was
decided for EWS applicants to
have an annual individual income
of less than 73 lakh. “Instead it was
decided to allot such flats to those
with family income below 10 lakh
perannum,” the official said. Hrc
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LG steps in,
DDA sells 870
Narela flats
in 15 days

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has
sold 870 out of total 1,281
previously ‘unsold’ flats in
Narela in the last 15 days
on first come, first served
basis after the intervention
of lieutenant governor VK
Saxena, who is also the
DDA chairman, Raj Niwas
said inastatement.

The statement said that
the LG'sintervention, which
included amending the
eligibility criteria for buy-
ing houses and efforts to-
wards developing transport
connectivity, security and
health services in Narela,
has given the sale of flats
animpetus.

DDA has been offering
509 LIG and 772 EWS flats
at Narela on a first come,
first served basis from Sep-
tember 5, for which it has
received 1,940 registrations
and 870 flats — 619 EWS
and 251 LIG flats — have
already been sold. The sale
of all the 1,281 flats is
expected tofetch Rs196.9cro-
re,itsaid.

In the meeting of DDA,
chaired by the LG on August
3, it was decided to do
away with the requirement
of having annual individual
income of less than Rs 3
lakh for applicants of EWS
categories and less than Rs
10 lakh as family income.
Instead, the authority deci-
ded to allot such flats only
based on annual family inco-
me below Rs 10 lakh per
annum as certified by com-
petent officers or authority,
which the statement said
led to many more applicants
becoming eligible.

The statement also said
that the decision to shift
from lottery mode for allot-
ment of houses to first
come, first served basis,
which provides the opportu-
nity to the buyer to first see
the property that he is buy-
ing and then decide, has also
led to an enthusiastic re-
sponse from the people.

Raj Niwas said that on
the instructions of the
LG, Delhi Transport Corpo-
ration has started operating
two buses each in two
shifts on routes connecting
Narela Pocket-G and Narela
Sector-AltoCentral Secreta-
riat through major localities
in the city. It said that land
has been allotted to Delhi
Police for construction of 11
police stations in various
sectors in Narela.

‘Land grab’ in
south Delhi;
MLA hits back,
writes to LG

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: A day after the Del-
hi Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) alleged that a piece of
land in Hauz Khas worth cro-
res of rupees has been encroa-
ched upon for extending a gra-
veyard at the behest of the lo-
cal MLA Somnath Bharti, the
MLA wrote a letter to lieute-
nant governor VK Saxena see-

. king action against an encro-

achment in the area and provi-
de the space for a shamshan
ghat(cremation ground).

Bharti also said that there
was no graveyard in the
area and that the BJP was di-
verting the issue to protect
one of its former municipal
councillors who had grabbed
a piece of land to build a hotel
in the area, “Since [ am pursu-
ing this case and want the en-
croached land reclaimed, the
BJP is targetingme,” the MLA
hasclaimed.

Intheletter tothe LG, hesa-

. id that he has been demanding

action on a demolition order
passed by Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) on the piece
of land. He has been deman-
ding for a long time that the
land be converted into a
shamshan ghat to meet the re-
quirement of Hauz Khas
village residents. He has requ-
ested the LG to direct DDA to
demolish the alleged illegal
structure and build a shams-
han ghat on the plot.

Delhi BJP chief Adesh
Gupta, who had earlier alleged
that two men, who have
encroached upon the Deer
Park land for graveyard, are
close to the AAP MLA and en-
joy his protection and urged
the LG toorder a thorough pro-
be, led a protest against Bharti
on Wednesday.
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DEATH OF 2 INSIDE SEWER

Jal Board, MCD say won't pay
compensatlon HC issues notices

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21
DELHI High Court Wednesday is-
sued notices to Delhi
Development Authority, Delhi
Police and National Commission
for Safai Karamcharis after taking
suo motu note of a September 11
news report which stated that a
sweeperand asecurity guard had
died while cleaning a sewer in
Mundka.

During thelast hearing the di-
vision bench of Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad had or-
dered registration of a public in-
terest litigation on the case, issued
notice to the MCD, the Chief
Secretary of the Delhi government
and the Delhi Jal Board. it had ap-
pointed senior advocate
Rajshekhar Rao as amicus curiae.

On Wednesday, the court
asked the counsel for DJB and

B WE B

MCD whether their clients were  The statute authorises the DJB to
liable to pay compensationtothe ~ sub-contract. The law is quite
family of the deceased orgrantap-  clear... it is the state who is re-

_ pointment totheir legal heirs. The

counsel for DJB submitted, “Itisa
DDA locality and under the super-
vision of the body...” adding that
the DJB is not liable to pay com-
pensation or grant appointment.
The counsel for MCD also submit-
ted that the MCD is not liable,
Senior advocate Rajshekhar
Rao submitted a compilation of
relevant judgments and statutes
and submitted that the court is
seized of two matters, including
a PIL wherein in 2017, it had
passed detailed directions asking
the state and various authorities
to tell the court what steps they
had taken with respect to man-
ual scavenging. "Today the prohi-
bition is on engaging anyone
without alicence, and formanual
scavenging. The DJB at the very
least should then have a list of
persons who can do that job...

sponsible," Rao submitted.

On the last date of hearing,
Chief Justice Sharma observed
that "there is a Supreme Court
judgment on the subject which
says the moment the death oc-
curs of a person who was manu-
ally doing scavenging work, the
family is entitled to Rs 10lakhim-
mediately and a job to one of the
member of the family”. The mat-
teris next listed on September 27,

The two men died after being
trapped in a sewer while it was
being cleaned in Outer district's
Bakkarwala. The incident took
place on September 9 at a DDA
apartment complex in Loknayak
Puram. Police said the victims
were identified as Rohit Chandilya
(32), a private sweeper who
worked at the complex, and
Ashok, aguard withthe DDAwho
tried to rescue Chandilya.
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DDA sold 870 of
1,281 Narela flats
in 15 days: L-G

STAFF REPORTER i NEW DELHI

Thr Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has man-
a‘giedtoseli 870 flats out of 1281
vertised in Narela, outer dis-
trict within just 15 days .
According to Raj Niwas
sources, the sudden increase in
the applications for buying the
Authority Low-lncome Graup
(LIG) and Economically
Weaker Section (EWS) flats in
Narela is because of the
Lieutenant-Governor (L-G)
VK Saxena interventions that
included amending the eligi-
bility criteria for buying haus-
es—and concerted efforts
towards develo»ping Transport
Connectivity, Security and
Health Services in the area.
From linking it with buses

to allotting land for setting up .

new police stations, authorities
are working on propping up
civil and security infrastructure
in Narela, the outer Delhi area
where thousands of houses
built by the DDA still remain
unsold because of poor con-
nectivity. “The DDA has got a
very impressive response on its
- Iagt advertisement for sale of
LIG and EWS Flats at Narela on
a ‘first-come-first-serve’ basis.
In the time frame of 15 days,

“ two shifts on route no 120C

_Also, land has been allotted to

out of total 1281 flats inchudin

EWS 772 and LIG 509 whic!

has been put up for sale, the
authority has received 1940
registrations. The 870 Flats |
consist of EWS 619 and LIG
251 has already been sold till
the date. The sale of these
1281 Flats is expected to fetch
Rs.-196.90 Crore,” sources in
Raj Niwas said.

The Delhi Lieutenant
Governor is the chairman of
the PDA. "The DTC has start-
ed operating two buses each in

and no 120E from Narela
Pocket-G and Narela Sector-A1
to Central Secretariat via major
localities in the city,” it said.

Delhi Police for construction of
11 police stations in various
sectors in Narela,

A ready-to-occupy flat
has also been allotted in Sector-
G7/G8 of Narela to the Delhi
Police for setting up of a Police
Chowki, and it will start func-
tioning by end of this month,
the statement said. “Similarly,
flats have also been allotted for
setting up of dispensaries by the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi at the earliest, and sur-

veys for the same have already
been conducted,” it said.

@ - 000

‘Demolish h

BJP leader built
hotel on cremation
ground, probe this
land grabbing in
Hauz Khas, Somnath
Bharti tells L-G

STAFF REPORTER I NEW
DELHI

AP MLA Somnath Bharti

wrote to Licutenant-
Governor (L-G) VK Saxena,
demanding action on the
demolition order passed by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) almost Seven years uﬁo
against a building built on the
encroached land of Rose
Garden of Hauz Khas.

Bharti also asked the L-G
to build a ‘Shamshan Ghat' 1o
meet the requirement of the

local people. Bharti alleged

that the BIP leader Shailender
Singh Monty built 2 hotel an a
Hindu cremation ground. This
is a matter of land grabbing,
and the L-G must investigate it,

e said.

“In almost every authori-
ty meeting I have been
demanding action on the
demolition order passed by the
DDA almost 7 years ago
against a building built on

encroached land of the Rose
Garden of Hauz Khas by a per-
son-named Shailendra Singh
Monty.

This is duly recorded in the
minutes of all authority meet-
ings. At present thisbuilding is
being used as a hotel and
lakhs of rupees are being
earned from this illegal struc-
ture built on DDA land. All
demarcation reports have con-
firmed that this building is on.
DDA's encroached land;” the
letter read. ¥

“For long | have been
demanding the same to be
converted into a 'shamshan
ghat’ to meet the requirement
of a cremation ground for
Hauz Khas Village residents
and hence you~aré earnestly
requested to direct officers
concerned in the DDA to
demolish this illegal structure
and build a ‘shamshan ghat}"
the letter read. “I have ear-

STAFF REPORTER =
NEW DELHI i
Led by the State BJP president

Adesh Gupta, the Delhi BJP

on Wednesday - staged a
demonstration outside the res-
idence of AAP MLA Somnath
Bharti against  alleged
encroachment of land worth Rs
| crore at the Deer Park in
Hauz Khas area in collabora-
tion with the Wagf Board on
the land adjoining-the grave-
ard which is actually DDAS
rand. They also termed this
alleged encroachmient as 'Land
Jihad,

Addressing the protesters,
Gupta alleged that after scams
in the healﬁfand transport sec-
tors, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has now started sell-
ing Government land. While
demanding the dismissal of
Bharti, Gupta said that
Kejriwal's close aide Bharti has
done a scam worth crores of

B e

rupees by selling Government
plots. Gupta said the protest
will continue till concrete
action is taken against AAP
leaders on the issue of land

encroachment by Government-
protected land mafia. He also
asked Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena to punish five accused
people involved in case, During

otel built on encroached DDA land’
B [BJP holds protest at Bharti's house over ‘land scam'

the protest senior party leaders
including Leader of Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri and State
vice-president Rajan Tiwari
Were present.

marked funds from MLALAD
funds towards the construction
of the same.

In every authority meeting
you have clearly expressed that
you are against encroachment
and you will ndt allow any
encroachment to continue on
DDA lands. 1 have been
requesting in every authority
meeting for you to act against

oo 0 .

this encroachment but nothing
has vielded so far)” it stated,
Is the reason behind your
inertness on this issue due to
the fact that the encroacher
belongs to the B]P? Misuse of
your office by this land mafia
can be ascertained by the fact
that when the DDA had passed
this demolition order years
ago, this illegal building was

@

T R ——

sealed but Monty was given the
liberty to de-seal the property
illegally and start using the
same," the letter further read.
Bharti questioned why the B]P
was not allowing the DDA to
demolish Monty's encroach-
ment? “The BIP has no right to
call itself a well-wisher of
Hindus. . Their real face has
been exposed in front of the

country. Monty grabbed a lot
of land after he became a
councillor in 2007. The L-G
should order ED-CBI investi-

ation on all the land he holds
ﬁ]zgally. The AAP demands
that land encroachment should
be cleared and residents of
Hauz Khas village need their
cremation ground immediate-
ly" Bharti added.

. A .
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WITHIN 15 DAYS, 1,281 FLATS PUT UP FOR SALE RECEIVED 1,940 REGISTRATIONS puun

Sale of DDA’s ‘unsold’ LIG & EWS flats at Narela
picks up following L-G’s intervention: Officials

__ SATVIKA MAKAIAN

NEW DELHI: As per L-G VK
Saxena’s office, sale of DDAs
‘unsold’ LIG and EWS flats at
Narela picks up following the
L-G’sintervention. This included
amending the eligibility criteria
for buying houses and concerted
efforts towards developing trans-
port connectivity, security and
health services in Narela, DDA’
efforts in disposing its housing
inventory in Narela has received

r

Sewer
deaths: HC
seeks cops

& DDA’s

response

__ OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court Wednesday sought the
response of the Delhi Police,
DDA, and National Commission
for Safai Karamcharis (NCSK)
in a matter relating to the death
of two persons who inhaled
toxic gases inside a sewer in the
national Capital. A bench of
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice Subramo-
nium Prasad was hearing PIL
initiated on its own based on a
news report of September 11,
A sweeper and a security
guard died on September 9 in
Outer Delhi's Mundka area after
they inhaled toxic gases inside
a sewer. When the sweeper had
gone down to clean the sewer, he
fainted and the guard followed
to rescue him and he also fell
unconscious, the police had said.

‘The two men were taken
to a hospital where they were
declared brought dead.

During the hearing, the
bench was informed by the
counsel for DJB that the area
where the incident took place
comes under the DDA and even
the sweeper was an employee
of DDA.

DJB'’s counsel said it was not
entitled to pay compensation to
the legal heirs of the deceased
and the appropriate author-
ity would be DDA. The coun-
sel for MCD also made similar

.

a sure impetus.

DDAS latest advertisement
on September 5, 2022 for sale
of LIG and EWS flats at Narela
on a ‘first-come-first-serve’
basis has received very good
response from the people. Within
15 days, 1,281 flats (EWS 772 &
LIG 509) put up for sale have
received 1,940 registrations and
870 flats (EWS 619 & LI1G 251)
have already been sold. The sale
of these 1,281 flats is expected
to fetch Rs 196.90 crore.

In the meeting of the
DDA chaired by the L-G on
August 3, 2022, it was decided
to do away with the require-

ment of having annual indi-
vidual income of less than
Rs 3 lakh for applicants/allottees
of EWS categories and less than
Rs 10 lakh as family income.
Instead the authority decided
to allot such flats only on the
basis of annual family income
below Rs 10 lakh per annum as
certificated by the Competent
Officer/ Authority. This led to
many more applicants becom-
ing eligible for applying for such
houses in LIG & EWS categories.

Similarly, the decision to shift
from lottery mode for allot-
ment of houses to ‘first-come-
first-serve' basis, which provides
the opportunity to the buyer to
first see the property that he is
buying and then decide, rather
than being forced to take the
one allotted through z lottery,
has also led to an enthusiastic
response from the people. The
disposal of these Flats through
lottery was proving to be a major
bottleneck in their sale.

DEATHS IN SEWER: DELHI HC SEEKS

RESPONSE OF POLICE AND DDA

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court Wednesday sought
the response of the Delhi Police, DDA, and National
Eommission for Safai Karamcharis (NCSK) in a matter
relating to the death of two persons who inhaled toxic

gases inside a sewer in the national capital, A bench
of Chief Justice Satish Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramenium Prasad was hearing public interest
litigation (PIL) initiated on its own based on a news
report of September 11. A sweeper and a security
guard died on September @ in Outer Delhi's Mundka
| area after they inhaled toxic gases inside a sewer.
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MPD-2041 to be
placed before DDA in
December: Centre

Muneef Khan
NEW DELH!

The Centre has informed
the Supreme Court that the
Master Plan for Delhi
WAPD;-2041 will be placed
vefore the Authority, the
Deln! Development Auth-
ority’s (DDA) highest deci-
sion-making body, in the
first week of December
2022,

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhat,
representing the Centre,
also informed the apex
court thar further modifi-
catons in  the draft
MPD-2041, if any, will be
done by the last week of

The letier regarding fi-
nal approval and notifica-
Yion of MPD-2041 will be
sent 10 the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA), by January 15,
2022, the ASG added.

£ Bench of Justices San-
jay Kishar Kaul and Abhay
&. Okz, which was hearing
various pleas about illegal
use of the city’s residential
areas for commercial and
industrial purposes, asked
the Centre 10 stick to its

The Centre also
informed the apex
court that further
modifications in the
draft MPD-2041, if
any, will be done by
the last week of

timeline.

“Even though the dates

given are tentative, we ex-
pect these dates to be
strictly adhered to as the
matter cannot remain in
limbo for ad infinitum. We
are sure that the final Mas-

ter Plan would be pu- |

blished on or before April
30, 2023,” Supreme Court
said in its September 13 or-
der. When contacted, se-
nior officials of DDA and
MoHUA  declined to
comment.

The top court also ap-
pointed a two-member
committee to hear chal-
lenges on orders passed by
the Supreme Court-ap-
pointed monitoring com-
mittee in connection with
sealing of properties, de-
molition of unauthorised
construction etc.

|

HC tells DDA,
city police

toreply on

sewer death

‘The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday asked the city
police, the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority and the
National Commission for
Safai Karamcharis (NCSK)
to submit their respective
stands in a case relating to
two persons who allegedly
died while cleaning a sew-
er earlier this month.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma
and Justice Subramonium
Prasad was hearing a pu-
blic interest litigation in-"
itiated on its own, based on
a news report which stated
that a sweeper and a secur-
ity guard died on Septem-
ber 9 in Outer Delhi’s
Mundka area after they in-
haled toxic gases inside a
sewer.

Senior advocate Raj-
shekhar Rao, who was ap-
pointed as amicus curiae
to assist the court in the
case, said the police and |
the NCSK shall also be |
made parties to the,peti-
tion. The Bench listed the
matter for September 27.
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