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DDA pltch Cut trees in Delhi, plant them elsewhere

[ S

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

CAN COMPENSATORY afforesta-
tion for projects of the Union
government or public sector
units (PSUs) that entail tree
felling in Delhi be done in neigh-
bouring states, as the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
requested? The call will be taken
on a “case to case basis", the
Forest Advisory Committee of
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) decided at a recent
meeting.

According to the minutes of
the committee's meeting held
last month, the Chairman of the
DDA had requested in a letter
dated March 30 “to relax para

e ———

2.3(v) of the guidelines to allow
CA (compensatory afforesta-
tion) over degraded forest land
in neighbouring States of Delhi
for projects of Central govern-
ment/PSUs in Delhi citing
scarcity of land in Delhi",

As per the Forest
(Conservation) Rules, 2022, a
State or Union Territory having
forest cover more than 33% of
their geographical area can un-
dertake compensatory af-
forestation in another State or
UT having forest cover less than
20%, the minutes of the commit-
tee's meeting noted. According
to the India State of Forest report
2021, Delhi has a forest cover of
13.15%, which is less than the
33% mandated by the rules tobe
able to undertake compensa-
tory afforestation in another

State or UT.

The minutes of the meeting

alsostated that a request was re-
ceived from the Chief Minister
of Madhya Pradesh that it will
not be possible for the state to
allow compensatory afforesta-
tion of other States or UTs due to
the ceiling of 20% of forest cover
prescribed in the rules. As per
the India State of Forest report
2021, Madhya Pradesh has a for-
est cover of 25.14% of its geo-
graphical area.

Since a similar situation of
high “urbanisation level” and
forest cover less than 33% of ge-
ographical area also exists in
other UTs like Chandigarh,
Daman and Diu and
Puducherry, “such UTs may also
request that they be allowed to
raise CA in other States and UTs”,

according to the minutes.

On the decision of the com-
mittee, the minutes said:
“Therefore, the Committee rec-
ommended thatin cases where
raising of CA is not possible in
the same State/UT where diver-
sion of forest land is proposed
due to scarcity of land and on ac-
count of any other valid reasons,
the Ministry, in such cases, on
case to case basis, may allow
raising of CA in other States/UTs,
in public interest. Ministry may
issue a clarification in this re-
gard.”

“The recommendation of the
FAC is that in general, we will
stick to the policy. Ingeneral, we
are not going to deviate from the
Rule. But we can take thison a
case-to-case basis. We are not
sweepingly going to deviate

from the guideline, and this will
only be considered on a case-to-
case basis,” said a source in the
MoEFCC.

“There are two riders —
states which have 33% of forest
and they don't have non-forest
land for plantation can opt for
CA in other states. There's an-
other rider that they should take
up CAin those states where for-
est cover is less than 20%... that
is, forest cover is scanty. So that
plantation will be done inthose
states with less forest cover. The
committee received represen-
tation from two types of States,
one like Delhi with the popula-
tion and design of National
Capital Territory, and one from
MP, which won't qualify to take
plantations from other States,”
the source said.
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Open drains: Dwarka
residents register FIR
against DDA engineer

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Residents of
Dwarka areup inarms against
Delhi Development Authority
" (DDA)fornot takingupthepro-
ject of covering drains, which
poses a“‘graverisk’ tolife.

In the past few months inci-
dents of residents falling into
these open drains and injuring

= themselves have surfaced,
which have triggered fear
among the residents.

Earlier this month, 56-year-
old Sudha Devi was returning

A RESIDENT SAYS

= We have sent many
reminders to DDA
officials, but nothing
has changed

”
from Dusshera mela in Dwarka
sector 13, when she fell into an
open drain around 7pm. Accor-
ding to the police investigation,
when the woman was walking
on the footpath she could not see
the missing lid over the drain
andfell intoitasthearea was po-
orly lit. Passersby brought the
woman out of the drain and to-
ok her to a hospital, she was de-
clared dead onarrival,
However, when no action

was taken against the growing
menace of open drains despite
repeated requests, the All Dwar-
ka Residents Federation regis-
teredan FIRagainstachiefengi-
neer of Delhi Development Aut-
hority of Dwarka zone.

“We have repeatedly urged
DDA officials to take immediate
precautionary measures to en-
sure such incidents do not oc-
cur. The authority is not taking
any accountability of the per-
sons injured and the lady who
died after falling into an open
drain,” said Amit Bhandari, vi-
ce-president of thefederation.

In July this year, Jagmohan
Verma, who lives with his fami-
ly inDwarka’s Asthaapartment

-in sector 6, was out for a walk

around 8in the evening when he
fell into an open manhole. The
footpath was poorly lit as trees
covered the street lights and
Verma didn't see manhole. He,
somehow, got hold of an iron
grill at the opening of the hole
and pulled himself out with
help from passersby,

“We have sent many remin-
ders to DDA officials, but not-
hinghaschanged. Theresidents
fear for their safety, senior citi-
zens and children can’t go out
fora walk or for playing without
worrying about falling into the
drains,” added Bhandari.

DDA did not respond to qu-
estions regarding the matter.
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