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Unauthorised colony residents say
ownership rights still a pipe dream

Risha Chltlangla
"hl S chithrglae llve com

NEW DELHI: While the Bhacatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Is projecting
the Centre's move to allot fats to
slum residents as its key achiese-
ment, It faces a tough task ahead
ol the municipal clectiony ta
address the concerns of resi-
dents ol unauthorlsed colonies
viho are yet to get ownership
rights under the PM-Uday
scheme, Residents of these ¢ole-
nies say the BIP's "unfulfilled
promises’ are going to be a key
Issue in the upcoming polls,
The central government
launched the Prime Minister-
Unauthorised Colonles in Delhi
Awias Adhikar Yojana (PM-Uday)
in December 2019, just belore
the Assembly elections in 2020,
Its purpase wis to give owner-
ship rights to residents ol 1,731
unauthorised colonies in Delhi
after the Natlonal Capital Terrl-
tory of Delhi {Recognition of
Propercy Rights of Resldents in
Unauthorised Colonies) Act,
2019, was passed by Parllament,
While the central government
began the process to grant
rights, the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA}, the nodal
agency lor the scheme’s imple-
mentation, had to stop the proc-
es8 in 80 unauthorlsed colonles
that fall in the 'O<zone’, where
construction is banned, accord-
ing to Master Plan of Dethi-2021,
Anil Sharma, a resident of
Jaitpur, an unauthorised colony,
-
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We will ask all
partics about their
stand. We want a
commitment... For
us, this is the most
important issuc in
these elections

SANTOSH MISHRA,
EEEtamuc ‘_xlemlrtm‘a\'f\

wha has formed an asseciation
to pursu¢ the matter with the
DDA, said, "It Is golng to be three
years in December and the Cen-
tre has not been able to address
this issue tl) now, We jnvested
ame and maoney in starting the
process to get the survey done
and preparing documents. But
the process was stopped mid-
way in 2020 and we don'tknow
when It is gelng to start.” He
added, *People voted for BJP last
time as I promised to glve own-
ership rights, This Is going o be
one of the main kssues this dme,”
Like Jaitpur, there are many
unauthorised colonles in Badar-
pur, Okhla and Karawal Nagar,
where residents have been walt-
Ing to get ownership rights.
Delhi BIP spokesperson Har-
Ish Khurana sald, "The central
povernment s committed to giv-
ing ownership rights Lo residents
of all 1,731 unauthorised colo-

R
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The Centre has
taken measures Lo
address the issue in
the new Master
Plan of Delhi-2041,
which will be
notified soon.

HARISH KHURANA,
Belh B spkespeson

nies, The Centre has aken meas-
ures to address the issue in the
new Magter Plan of Delhi-2041,
which will be notificd spon. Resi-
dents will get ownership rights.
We gave fluts to sium residents
recently. We deliver on our
promises,”

However, even in the list of
1,731 colonles, 69 unauthorised
colonics were not included, such
as Chattarpur Extension and
Saindk Farms, since these are
considered “aftlvent”, Residents
of these 64 colonies say that
ownership rights are golng to be
 key poll issue,

Raman Aggarwal, president
of the welfure association of 69
unauthorised colonles, mainly
lacated in south Delhi arcas suich
as Deoli, Khaopur, Chattarpur.,
Khirki Extension, Mehrauli,
Mahipalpur and Bijwasau, said,
“For past three years, we have
approached all government

agencies to address our issue.
When PM-Uday was launched.
we were told that our colonies
will be taken up in later stages.
Three lakh people Jive in these
69 colonies, When the govern-
ment Is giving ownership to oth-
ers, then why not to us? This
going to be a key poll issue.”

BJP Jeaders admit that voters
In these 69 unautherised colo-
nies as well as the 80 colonles in
the 'O-zone’ play a decisive role
in as many as 40 municipal
wards, With the BJP hoping to
win a fourth term in the unified
Municipal Corporation of Delhi,
the party will have to address the
voncerns of these residents,

Santash Mishra, general sec-
retary of Chattarpur Extension
resldents' welfare association,
one of the 69 colonies, said, "We
will ask all palitical parties about
their stand on the issue, We want
a commitment from them that
the matter will be resolved in a
time-bound manner. For us, this
Is the most important issue in
these elections. We reoently held
a meeting with residents of all 69
colonies in this regard.”

RJP MLA Ramvir Singh Bid-
hun, Leader of the Oppuosition in
the Delhi Assembly, said, “The
Centre has taken measures to
address the issue faced by
‘O-zone’ colonfes, The proces:
under PM-Uday will soon startin
these colonles. As far as allluent
colonles are concerned. we have
taken up the matter with the
central government.”
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‘Carpet-bomb’ drive: BJP
plans 4 roadshows today

Times News NeTwokrs

New Delhi: RIP willconduct a
"carpet-bomb” campaign for
the Municipal Corparation of
Delhi elections, There are 14ro-
ad shows lined np for Sunday
featuring IBBJP president JP
Nadda, Union defence mini-
srer Rajnalh Singh and the chi-
of ministers of Himachal Pra-
desh, Assam and Utlarakhand,
The high-pitch campaign will
continue till the MCD paolls on
December 4 and will involve
prominent facas, including
Uninnministersand CNs.
Terming it the Vijay San-
kalproad shows, BJP Delhige-
neral secretary Kuljeet Singh
Chahal said on Saturday thal
the MCD polls were not ordi-
nary elections, but an oppor-
tunity for Delhi's cltizens o
clean up political corruption.
RBJP spokesparson Harish
Khurana simitarly sald the lea
ders would make people aware
“nf the corrupdon in AAP". He
sald, “They willalso tell the peo-
ple about the flats given o them
by Prime Minister Narendra
Maodd, " Eartlerthismonth, Modi
had inaugurated 3,024 new Nats
for economically weaker sec-
tionresidentsas partof aninsk
tusium rehabilitation in Delhi
While Nadda will canvass
vores in Sangam Viharand Raj-
nath Singh in Utteun Nagar,

=

Sunday's high-pitch campalp wll I'eatnre BIP chief JP
Nadda, Union defence minister Rajnath Singh and the
CMs of Himachal Pradesh, Assam and Uttarakhand

Hhojpurizsmger and newly
¢lected MP from Azarngarh,
Dinesh Lal Yedav, will be part
of the road show at Khyala.
Delhi MPs Mecnakshi Lekhi,
Hursh Vardhan, Manoj Tiwa-
ri. Ramesh Bidhuri, Parvesh
Sahib Singh Verma, Gautam
Gambhir and Hansraj Hans
willalsojointheroad show

The Delni RIP leadership
had requested over 80 senior
central functionaries, among
them [Inion home minister
AmitShahand UP CM Yog! Adi-
tyanath, to campaign in Delhi.

State president Adesh Gup-
ta said in the coming days, the
campaigmers would visit met-
to stations, bus stands, parks
and other places to spread awa-
reness of the work done by the
BJPruled corporation and
BJP members during the Co-

vid crisis. State BJP vice presi-
dent Virendra Sachdeva added
that the focus would be on ne-
ighbourhood gatherings, the
aimbeingtoreach thecommon
people through small meetings
deepinthelacalities.

1&JP has been at the helm of
the three erstwhile municipal
corporations in Delhi since
2007. This year, itispitted ina ke
cncontest for control of the mu-
nicipal body with AAP and
Congress, In the last municipal
elections in 2017, BJP won 181 of
the 272 wards, routing its rivals,
withthe AAPmanagingtowina
mere 48 wards and Congress 20,

After the BJP-led central
government unified the three
corperations into one single
municipal corporation this
year, the number of wards has
been reduced from 272 to 250.
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