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Govt could enforce regeneration

even if threshold isn’t achieved

P Continued from P1

obligatory participation of lan-

downersonceasectorisnotified as
eligible for “land pooling”. This hasbeen
done after themuch-hyped policy hardly
made any progress since being notified
in October 2018. Currently, it's complete-
ly voluntary for the landowners to par-
ticipate inland pooling.

According to the proposed amend-
ments, the Act would specify that DDA
can notify policies for land pooling and
urban regenerationtogivelegal backing
to the implementation of the schemes.

In a prelude to introducing the
urban regeneration scheme, the govern-
ment has claimed that several existing

’—[‘me ministry has proposed a similar

areas in Delhi have developed over the -

past more than 100 years and some of
them do not meet the norms required for
healthy and safe urban habitations. It
said these areas can be utilised optimal-
1y through redevelopment or urban re-
generation. Currently, there is no policy
forurban regeneration except in the pro-
vlslons for redevelopment in theMaster
Plan for Delhi-2021

process of uﬂﬁn” feration

DRAFT AMENDMENTS SAY

The authority or the local body shall take over all land vested in it and
may summarily evict occupants from the said land to implement the
land pooling or urban regeneration policy. No compensation shall be

paid, except as notified in the policy

/
will be similar to that of land pooling
wherein if the voluntary participation
of property owners reaches a specified
threshold level, then it will be mandato-
ry for rest of the owners to participate.

What may set alarm bells ringing is
that the policy spells out that the central
government will have the power todirect
the DDA or the local body to declare and
notify mandatory urban regenerationin
identified blocks to ensure time-bound
planned regeneration “notwithstand-
ing the fact that minimum threshold of
voluntarily participation as specified in
the urban regeneration policy may not
havebeenachieved”.

The draft amendments, which
have been put in the public domain to
seek feedback, define urban regenera-
tion as “re-planning, rehconstructlon
‘re-development, retroﬁftlng upgrada-

tion, rehabilitation, renewal (including
amalgamation, pooling and reconstitu-
tion of plots) or a combination of
these” of an existing developed area,
vacant land or lal dora land of an
urbanized village wherein landowners
and government and private players
can participate in the process of
urban regeneration.

Sources said after the amendments
are approved by Parliament, the DDA
will come out with rules specifying the
definition of blocks.

According to the draft amendments,
the authority or the local body shall take
overall land vested in itand may summa-
rily evict occupants from the said land to
implement the land pooling or urban re-
generation policy It says no compensa-
tion shall be ]_:lald “except as notified in

“thepolicy™.

Govt may order mandatory
redevelopment of Delhi areas

Dipak.Dash @timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The housing and
urban affairs ministry has
proposed major amendments
in the Delhi Development Act
to give sweeping powers tothe
central government to direct
the DDA or a municipal body
to notify any area they identi-
fy for mandatory “urbanrege-
neration”. Once such an area
or “block” isnotified, it will be
obligatory for all property ow-
ners toparticipate in the rede-
velopment plan.
The proposed changes
may cause a stir since the ur-
“banregenerationscheme has
been givenawideambit. itco-
uld be applied to developed

__areasror vacant or lal dora

SWEEPING CHANGES

» Govt will have the power
to declare mandatory land
pooling even if minimum
threshold participation

is not achieved

» Authority/local body can
direct mandatory urban
regeneration for areas
vulnerable to disasters

» There will be provision to
avoid multiple stamp duty
and registration charges on
deed of exchanges

land of an urbanised village.
Also, any area that qualifies
as “extremely vulnerable to
disasters” or “lacks “mini-
mum standards of guality of

built environment” due to a
majority of the building
stock being substandard or
aged could be taken up for re-
development, upgradation
and renewal. Other areas
that may also qualify are
“unauthorised constructi-
ons and settlements on unte-

* nable sites” and inaccessible

habitations and land sites.
The proposed amend-
ment says, “Once a block is
notified as eligible for urban
regeneration, it shall be obli-
gatory for all land and pro-
perty owners of the block to
mandatorily participate wi-
th their land and property in
theurbanregeneration.”

»Enforce regeneration? P-3
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{ DELHI DEVELOPMENT ACT }

Centre proposes tweaks to
boost urban regeneration

Risha Chitlangia

risha.chitlangla@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment has proposed amendments
to the Delhi Development (DD)
Act, 1957, to make way for the
implementation of its land pooling
policy and urban regeneration in
developed areas and unauthorised
colonies.

According to the proposed
amendments, which were put in
the public domain by the Union
housing and urban affairs ministry
(MoHUA)for pre-legislative con-
sultation on Thursday, if people
who own ateast 70% of the land in
a specified area agree to participate
in land pooling, it will be manda-
tory for all other landowners to
also be a part of it.

A senior MoHUA official said
the public can send their com-
ments and feedback within 30
days. The ministry announced in
March this year that it was going to
amend the DD Act.

The proposed amendments will
have ramifications for develop-
ment in large parts of city, and will
. impact parcels of land available in
the rural areas (which have been
now declared urbanised), along
with redevelopment in unautho-
rised colonies, said a senior
DDA official who asked not to be
named.

He added that the amendments
- will also pave the way for the
DDA to become a facilitator
instead of its current role as devel-
oper. The amendments will also
empower the central government
to “declare mandatory land pool-
ing and mandatory urban regener-
ation even if minimum threshold
participation has not been
achieved", he added.

Mandatory land pooling
The land pooling policy, which
was notified twice - in 2013 and
then in 2018 -- is to be imple-
mented in villages located on the
outskirts of the city, and aimed at
meeting the future housing
requirement in the Capital. Close
to 1.7 million dwelling units are
likely to come up under the policy,
according to DDA estimates.

But the policy has been hanging
fire mainly due to the clause that
made the availability of 70% con-
tiguous land parcels mandatory to
create a sector. A sector typically

has 100 acres of land. DDA, which
currently has 7,317 hectares of
land, has been struggling to meet
this criterion, as some landowners
have been unwilling to give up
their land.

Under the proposed amend-
ment, it will be mandatory for
landowners to participate in land
pooling if the minimum threshold
of 70% of contiguous land has not
been achieved. Currently, it is not
mandatory for any landowners to
participate in land pooling or
urban regeneration projects.

“It is observed that in many
areas where land policy is being
implemented, the requirement of
70% contiguity has not been
achieved due to non-participation
of some land pockets,” the minis-
try officials said. “Provision of
mandatory pooling of balance
land in a sector or mandatory par-

ticipation of balance land/ proper--

ties in urban regeneration block,
where specified threshold has
been achieved, in order to facilitate
planned urban development,” the
policy states.

For planned and
unauthorised colonies

The policy proposes plan for
urban regeneration that will also
impact developed areas such as
plotted pockets and unauthorised
colonies. Under the policy, the gov-
ernment can order mandatory
redevelopment in areas where
minimum building safety stan-
dards are not being met, or where
unauthorised construction has
come up.

The amendments will
empower the government to over-
come any reluctance on part of the
land owners to participate in any
such project.

According to the amendments,
“The local body will have the pow-
ers to direct mandatory urban
regeneration for areas which are
vulnerable to disasters, lack mini-
mum standards of built environ-
ment, comprise of sub-standard or
aged building stock, unauthorised
construction and settlements”.

Regeneration or redevelopment
isa crucial part of the draft Master

'Plan of Delhi-2041, which is likely

to be notified by the end of this
year.
Explaining the reason behind
concept of regeneration, the min-
istry said: “Many existing areas in

Delhi have developed over the last
more than 100 years and some of
them do not meet the norms
required for healthy and safe
urban habitations. These areas
can be utilised optimally through
redevelopment/ urban regenera-
tion. At present, there is no policy
for urban regeneration except the
provisions for redevelopment in
the Master plan for Delhi (MPD-
2021)."

For the urban regeneration pol-
icy, mainly in unauthorised colo-
nies, the local bodies will notify
blocks to ensure time bound rede-
velopment. As per the proposed
amendment, “The central govern-
ment, if it so determines as being
necessary’ under special order,
direct the authority or the local
body as the case may be, to declare
and notify mandatory urban
regeneration in identified Blocks
to ensure time bound planned
Regeneration notwithstanding the
fact that minimum threshold of
voluntarily participation as speci-
fied in the Urban Regeneration
Policy may not have been
achieved.”

Transferable development
rights (TDR)

The amendments to the DDA Act
will also allow the implementation
of Transferable Development
Right (TDR), which was intro-
duced for the first time in MPD-
2041. Under this, a landowner is
given development rights in some
other part of the city if they give up
a portion of the land for develop-
ment work, or conservation of her-
itage properties.

“The development rights of
some landowners are restricted
due to various reasons like provi-
sioning of green spaces, road net-
work, proximity to monuments'
height restriction due to air fun-
nels or power lines, etc,” according
to the ministry.

Sabyasachi Das, former plan-
ning commissioner in-charge at
DDA, said the changes were long
due as these are necessary for the
comprehensive development of
the city. “These amendments
should have been brought long
back. These are essential for
planned development of the city.
There are so many policies which
are not being implemented, as the
act didn’t have the necessary pro-
visions,” he said.
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Urban Regeneration: Experts Feel
Move Lacks Clarity, Ambit Too Wide

Areas Should Have Been Studied, Categorised And Prioritised, They Believe

Phaoto for representation

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The amendments propo-
sed in the Delhi Development Act,
1957, by the central government ai-
ming at a swifter implementation of
the capital’s land pooling policy and
urban regeneration havedivided city
planners. While some experts feel
that the proposed amendments lack
clarity and haven't been properly tho-
ught through, othersfeel that thisisa
move in the right direction and gives
amuch-needed push to these policies.

KT Ravindran, urban designer and
former chairman, Delhi Urban Art
Commission, said that while he hadn’t
studied the new provisions in detail,
the definition for areas where manda-
tory urban regeneration can be direc-
ted is too wide.

According to the notice issued by
the Union housing and urban affairs
ministry, such areas include those
vulnerabletodisasters, lackingmini-
mum standards of built environ-
ment, comprising sub-standard or
aged building stock and unauthori-
sed construction, etc.

“Ideally there should have been a
proper study of such areas and then
the areas should have been categori-
sed, prioritised and discussed with
the community,” said Ravindran.
This would haveestablished the para-
meters under which such areas wo-
uld fall.” He added that such parame-
ters currently exist only for regulari-
sation of unauthorised colonies.

Architect and . conservationist
AGKMenon said that there weremany
layers involved in the concept of urban
regeneration and unlike land pooling,
which he described as a “clean slate”,
urban regeneration had issues that re-
quired a thorough inquiry. The propo-
sed amendments were complicated
and “not thought through”, hefelt.

“As part of urban regeneration,

what happens to the existing popula-
tion? Do they get thrown away?” Me-
non asked. “All urban villages are ri-
peforurbanregeneration, butdo you
buy the land and demolish it? This
draft is a daydream.” He said what
happened to the infrastructure exis-
ting areas taken up for urban regene-
ration was worth asking about.

Menon said the concept of urban
regeneration wasan old oneand urban
plannersthoughtof itasastrategy,rat-
her than a tool. “The question is why
hasn’t it worked earlier?” hesaid.

Incontrast, SabyasachiDas, former
planning commissioner, DDA, felt that
the proposed amendments were just
what the city needed. "It is a very good
move and necessary for Delhi,” Das sa-
id. “Infact, theamendments have come
very late. But betterlate than never.”

Das observed that in many areas,
if 60% of the residents were willing
to pool land for regeneration and 40%
weren't, the redevelopment couldn’t
be undertaken. He pointed out that
the Kidwai Nagar area could be rede-
veloped only because the land belong-
ed tothe government.
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New excise policy failed to take off right from
outset amid opposmon, technical roadblocks

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Delhi Excise
Policy 2021-22, which promised
to change the way alcohol was
sold in Delhi, whether in retail
shops or in bars and restau-
rants, failed to ring in the re-
formsrightfrom thestart. Whi-
lesome provisionsof the policy
— a lower drinking age of 21,
barsand restaurants operating
till3am and home delivery of li-
quor —were not implemented
due to political opposition and
technical roadblocks, many
pockets in the city remained
unserved with only around
T5% of the promised alcohol
shops finally opening.

Even after that, the number
of shops kept declining amid
opposition from residential
and social bodies to selling li-
quor in their neighbourhoods
and due to financial unviabili-
ty for the zonal licensees.

With the rolling out of the

HICCUPS e |
As per Delhi Excise Policy 2021-22 |
32 849
Liquor zones Shops had to be
created in Delhi | opened
27 ' 10
Shopsin3l | Shops in
zones airport zone
639
Shops on May 9 were the highest - Less tlmn 250 shops
number of shops ever opened rurrentlyr operational

new policy, the government
withdrew fromthe retail busi-
ness of alcohol. The excise de-
partmentdivided thecity in32
pre-defined zones and auctio-
ned them to private bidders at
ahuge annual fee. While 31 zo-
nes were tohave27shopseach,
the IGI Airport was conside-
red as a separate zone with 10
outlets permitted to sell there.

The policy also made ape-

ning of two shops mandatory
in each ward in 67 non-confir-
ming areas. However, the go-
vernment made it conditional
for thelicenseesobtain theapp-
roval of DDA and the munici-
pal corporation for opening
shops in non-conforming are-
as, “Since no commercial acti-
vity is allowed in non-confor-
mingareas, the 67 wards remai-
ned without a shop and the bid

winner suffered losses,” said a
government official.

Aliquor dealer said hehad
paid more than Rs 250 crore
during the bidding to get the
zonal licence to open 27 shops,
but could not start more than
15 due to the opposition from
residents in some areas and
refusal by the municipal cor-
poration to allow liguor trade
in non-conforming areas be-
cause of restrictions under
Delhi Master Plan 2021.

For the first time, the go-
vernmentalsoallowed thereta-
ilers to offer discounts on liqu-
or under the new policy. The
hurt the smaller players. “So-
me of the dealers, who are big
players in the industry, offered
heavy discountsat their outlets
because the wholesale agents
they procured the stock from
also gave them huge rebates.
Since wewerenot asbig, wedid
not get such rebates from the
wholesalers and yet were for-

ced to match the discounts gi-
ven by the other dealers to stay
in business. This affected our
business and madeit totally un-
viable to us,” he explained.

The closure of shops hurt
Delhi government financially
and its revenue fell by over 37%
inthefirstquarterof thefinan-
cial year 2022-23. While the sta-
te government had made a bud-
getary estimate of Rs 2,375 cro-
re as revenue in the first three
months of this financial year
and Rs 9,500 crore annually, it
barely realised Rs 1,485 crore.

Since the Delhi Excise Po-
licy 2021-22 was embroiled in
several court cases, the state
exchequer could not realise
Rs 1062 crore. There was a
shortfall of Rs 84.8 crore per
month due to the relief given
by the high court to liquor sto-
res in non-conforming areas
that weren't allowed to opera-
te as this violated the Delhi
Master Plan provisions.
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NEW DELHI: With CBI raids, an
FIR accusing 15 people, includ
ing deputy chief minister Man-
ish Sisodia. for irregularities and
11 suspensions so far, the Delhi
Excise Policy 2021-22 has
become the most controversial
move of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government in Delhi so
far, triggering an intense tussle
with the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP}-led central government

On Friday, the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) raided
Sisodia’s residence and dozens
of other premises across seven
states and UTs after registering a
case on the alleged irregularn-
ties. A look at the palicy and why
it has ended in controversy.

DELHI EXCISE POLICY,
2021-22: THE KEY POINTS
The 2021-22 excise policy, which
came into effect from Novemnber
17 last wear, was aimed at promot-
ing equitable distribution of the
retail liguor business across
Delhu. Accordingty. the city was
divided into 32 zones with each
expected o have 27 hiquor shops.
It was intended to herald a new
era for the city’s liguor business
by putting an end to cartelisation
and black marketing, while also
completely overtauling customer
experience that was tll then
marted by dingy stores, a short-
age of options in several areas,
and a lack of discounts.

The government exited from
the retail sale of bquor and ration-
alised the reveniue collections sys-
tem for both retail and wholesale
trade for private players. It made
rules flexible for licensees, which
also aflowed them to offer dis-
counts. The policy also reduced
the number of dry days in Delhi
from 21 to just three, and allowed
bars in hotels, pubs, clubs and
restaurants to operate till 3am.

WHAT WENT WRONG?
‘While several of the plan’s pro-
posed targets were met, the policy
also had significant hiccups,
or traders and restaurateurs
have said the policy was not
flawed in fself, but its implemen-
tation was patchy .

“In a fundamental miscon-
struct, the size of zones was too
big We repeatedly raised the mat-
ter of keeping zone sizes small to
reduce financial stakes of the bid-
ders (and increase viability) and
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OCTOBER 1:
Govt shuts 58

NOVEMBER 17:
excise policy comes
into force with 6339 of

to prevent menopolies, But none
of that was taken into considera-
thon. We also suggested more sim-
plicity and flexibility in opera-
tonal lssues such as license own-
ership changes, but to no avail,”
said Vinod Gird, director general
of the Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage Companics
(CIABC).

Eight months into the
revamped system, the number of
shops fell from 639 in May 1o 464
in July. The actual plan was to
have 849 private retail liquor
vends. But the shops never
reached that number and cus-
tomers in some pockets always
had to head to other neighbour-
hioods for their brand of choice,
especially those seeking more
premium products,

Due w high upfront costs being
paid to the government as per the
new regime and lower revenue
owing to stff competition and dis-
counts, more and more licensees
started exiting the business, leav-
Ing at least nine of the 32 zones
vacant

The Delhi Cabinet, led ty Kefri-

again by two

wal, in a Cabinet note last month
endorsed data that during the
first quarter, 2,485 crore was
realised, which was 37.51% below
the budget estimates for 2022-23.
Also, a revenue decline on
account of surrendered zones
was estimated to be around
159395 crore per month, despite
no decline in the sale of liquor in
Delhi.

The AAP, however, says that
the main reason behind the prob-
lems was that the former LG Anil
Baijal changed a policy clause at
the last minute, leading to hun-
dreds of vends not being opened
in locations where they would
have been set up.

“The policy was approved at
the macro level, but not allowed
o be implemented properly at the
micro level, leading to a lot of
license holders exiting,” said an
AAF functionary who asked not
1o be named.

WHY IS THE POLICY

BEING PROBED?

The controversy began when
Delhi chiefl secretary Naresh

report to t
minist

Kumar submitted a report to
Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena
and chief minister Kejriwal cit-
ing purported irregularities. To
be sure, Kumar was not directed
by the LG or the CM to probe
the matter but took up the case
on his own as the chiel secre-
tary is empowered to under the
Transaction of Business Rules
1993 to Mlag deviation from pro-
cedures to the LG and the CM.
Based on Kumar's report, LG
VK Saxena on July 22 recom-
mended a CBI probe, alleging
Sisodia and officials indulged in
a series of irregularities to
favour private entities in lieu of
money. The LG stated that the
Delhi government iliegally
refunded an earnest money
deposit (EMD) to a liguor
licensee, waived off tendered
license fee, violated tender
norms by increasing the num-
ber of liquor shops in a ward,
and took decisions without the
Cabinet or the LGS approval.
As per the C5's report, which
was included by the LG in his
recommendation to the Union

nment-run shops will
allowed to open

JULY 30, 9PM:

CS Kumar

home ministry for a CBI probe,
the Delhi government's excise
department favoured some
alcohel merchants by allowing
waivers amounting to 2144.36
crore on license fee they had
paid on account of Covid-19
lockdowns. The department
refunded a deposit amounting
to 230 crore to an L-1 bidder
who failed to obtain an NOC
from the airport authorities,
and should have been made to
forfeit the payment, the allega-
tions said.

The LG also alleged that the
Delhi  government, while
extending the liquor license of
private retails vends, hotels, res-
taurants and other licensees,
did not increase the tendered
license fee, which could have
been to extend benefits to the
licensees, He also stated that
extensions for all retail vends
were given twice (from April 1,
2022 to May 31, 2022 and then
for another month till July 31,
2022) without approval of the
Cabinet or the LG.

The CS report also sald that

the excise department, without
seeking approval from the com-
petent authority, revised the for-
mula for caleulation of rates of
foreign liquor and removed the
import pass fee at 350 per case
on beer, which made foreign
liquor as well as beer cheaper
for retail licenses at a loss to the
exchequer.

The Directorate of Vigilance
(DoV), which probed licensees
for the C5 1o prepare his report,
said the excise department
indulged in cartelisation,
awarding tenders to blacklisted
companies and illegally allow-
ing manufacturers to get retail
licenses by amending the excise
policy at will.

AAP says all these allegations
are false and trumped-up.

WHAT DOES THE AAP SAY?
On August 6, Sisodia, who is
also Delhi's excise minister, said
that the Delhi government
incurred losses worth “thou-
sands of crores of rupees” under
the new excise policy 2021, but
blamed this on a decision by the
previous LG, Anil Baijal, alleg-
ing that he “made a U-turn at
the last moment” before imple-
menting the new regime from
Movember 7 last year. Sisodia
sought a CBI probe into Baijal's
involvement in the matter.
“Under the new excise policy,
849 shops were to be opened
across Delhi, including in unau-
thorised areas. The LG did not
object to the proposal and
approved it. The file, after mak-
ing the necessary changes as
suggested by the LG, was sent
for a second time in November
first week. The new policy was
to be implemented from
November 17 and the LG
returned the file on November
15, just 48 hours before the
launch, asking us to make
major changes to it The LG sald
that we need to get permission
from the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) and the
municipal corporation for per-
mitting liquor shops in unau-
thorised colonies,” Sisodia said.
“Because of this, the Delhi
government suffered losses
worth thousands of crores of
rupees, as close to 300-350
shops that were to open in
unauthorised colonies could
never operatc. As a result, the
few companies who managed o
open Ilquar shops in Delhi
earned huge profits, while oth-

ers suffered. The primary aim of
the new excise policy was o put
an end to the inequitable distri-
bution of liguor shops, which
could never be achieved
because of the LG's decision,”
he said.

In government documents,
Sisodia also noted last month
that the earlier regime, in which
large numbers of retail vends
were run by government corpo-
rations, there were “huge leaka-
ges”, but accepted that the new
regime was indeed hit by insta-
bility. “It was also felt that it is
not the job of the government to
sell liquor, Therefore, the gov-
ernment brought the new
excise policy. However, there
are several parameters which
have caused instability in the
new excise policy,” read Siso-
dia's comments in a Cabinet
note

WHAT DID BALJAL SAY?
On August 9, former LG Anil
Baijal hit back at Sisodia and
said the allegations were “base-
less and motivated”.
“ltappears that the AAP gov-
ernment of NCT of Delhi and its
excise minister [Sisodia) initialty
claimed record revenue through
excise by manipulating figures;
but when that got utterly
exposed, they are now playing
this deplorable game of blaming
me, by distorting facts and
painting a false narrative,” Baijal
said in a statement shared by the
current LG's office on August 9.
“The record will speak for
itself and I dismiss the claims
made by the government and its
excise minister in toto. Time
and investigations will reveal
the truth. As a public function-
ary, | have always worked with
the highest degree of moral val-
ues and ethics,” Baijal said

THE CURRENT SITUATION
The Delhi excise policy 2021-22
has been withdrawn and
extended just for a month to
prevent a chaotic trapsition, and
to ensure a smooth change to a
system where only government-
run stores will sell liquor from
September L
Consumers at present bear
the brunt of the controversy,
with a mere few shops found
open in the city. Stocks too are
scarce with premium brands
largely being unavailable, forc- |
ing people to ltl::shbowtng cit- ‘l
I

Il:ﬂn
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gister case against CM,

ministers for violating master plan

Towwes News Ne v,

New Delhi: 15 uipad (he Central Ba
ean of Tnvestips R o e
Ristor 3 vavwe ap indstor Av
vind Keiviwalan WENTOTS S Vol
I the PIOVINTONN « eIt Mkt
Plan 2021 hiv allowing the openimg of Tigue
O Thops i pon-Confseming amvas tho

agh & cabined docinn
AGdrmeexing & prvss ooniarenon, Ramva
Nirgh R leaderal (he Opgasition in

Pelht Aseembin alleped that in a meeting

chaived By Keseiwes] on Novesbar 8 Jast ve

AT the Coumct] oF st Book A deciaon
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“The Cabinet hax o P B parmit
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tron of an FIR against Rejriwal and his
minwters who way present at the mee
tirge Dy CRLY sand Bidharn

No imameviiate peactton was available
o the AAP povernment

Badhuart, who s the MLA om Badar

Bidhuri said the cabinet had
no power to permit opening
of liquor shops in residential
& non-conforming areas

P claimad that necessary amendments
shrouid have boan made in the Delhi Mas
tor Pan to allow hiquor shops to aperate
AN IR -OONRN L IR ATeAsS

Depaty chis! minister Manish Siso-
dia had eariter allegad that former lisute
nant povernor Andl Bagal had made it
mandarary for Tquor loensees (o seek

HC issues

approval of DDA and the municipal cor-
poration for liquor shops to function in
non-contorming areas just two days befo
rethey were to open on November 17, 2021
to "benefit a few licensees”. He also clai
med that the LG's stipulations caused a

loss of thousands of croves of rupees to]

the state exchequer, adding that the Exci-
¢ Policy 2021-22 would have earned a re-
venue of Rs 10,000 crore had this condi-
tion not been incorporated in the policy.
Rayal reacted to these allegations by
accusing Sisodia of “perpetrating blatant
lies and falsehoods to save hisown skin™
Bidhuri said that the cabinet took the
decision toallow liquor vends in non-con-
forming areas on November 5, 2021 and
the tormer LG approved the decision on
November 15, making it conditional on
the excise department or the licensee ob-
taining the approval of DDA and MCD.
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Book honours
city’s unsung
fighters for
freedom

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Lieutenant gover-
norV K Saxenaon Saturday re-
leased a book on relatively les-
ser known revolutionaries
from Delhi who had made sa-
crifices in the freedom strugg-
le between 1857 and 1947.
The book, Delhi in the Era

of Revolutionaries, 1857-1947,
has been written by Bhuvan
Lall. who earlier penned a bio-
graphy of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose.
Saxena , earlier this week,
dedicated 16 major DDA Parks
in the city to the memories of
thesefreedom fighters. Among
those present at the book
launch at Raj Niwas were the
94-year-old granddaughter of
Lala Hardayal, great grand-
daughter of General Shah Na-
waz Khan and relatives of
other freedom fighters.
The LG announced that
Delhiwould soon have amemo-
rial or a museum dedicated to
the unsung heroes of Delhi. He
said the entire generations af-
ter Independence had grown
upknowingjustafew namesas
icons of the freedom struggle
and 75 years of Independence
was the right time to acknow-
ledge and remember these les-
ser known heroes. “Their na-
mes needed to be etched and
chronicled in our contempora-
ry history for posterity to see
and celebrate,” he said.
Saxena appealed to the citi-
zens to work towards changing
Delhi for better and dedicate
themselves to make India the
most advanced country when
100 years of Independence are
celebrated in 2047.
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Sisodia: ‘Scam’ amount has shrunk

from 8,000cr to lcr, let CBI probe

Atul Mathur & Sidhartha Roy | TN

N.ew Delhi: Deputy chief*minister Ma-
nish Sisodia on Sunday said he welcomed
the CBI probe against him but the investi-
gating agency should “fairly probe” his
complaint too.

Sisodia had written to the CBI earlier
this month that the former LG had made
a U-turn on the excise policy and made it
mandatory for liquor licensees to take
permission from MCD and DDA to open
shops innon-conformingareas. While Si-
sodia alleged that themove caused thego-
vernmentalossof thousandsof croresof
rupees, the then LG, Anil Baijal, has ac-
cused him of “perpetrating blatant lies
and falsehoods to save hisown skin”,

The deputy CM, who holds the charge
of 18 departments, said if the BJP-led
central government was really interes-
ted in getting complaints of corruption
investigated by the CBI, it should also
probe hischarges againstthe LG.

The minister added that “fictitious”
amounts were being floated in the market
by the BJP which had no relevance. “They
firstsaid it was a Rs8,000-crorescam, then
said it was a Rs 1,100-crore scam and then
gaveafigureof Rs144 crore. Thefigure got
reduced to Rs 30 crore. The FIR, however,
says it isa Rs1-crorescam. lam open to be-
ing investigated, I have nothing to hide. I
guarantee that all allegations will turn
out tobefake,” he said.

The deputy CM said that if corrup-
tion was an issue, the Centre would have
got the construction of the Bundelkhand

Sanjeev Rastogl

Talking about the raid at his residence,
Manish Sisodia said the CBI team thoroughly
searched every room of his house and looked
through every bed and almirah, mattress

and pillow, sarees and clothes

expressway, which caved in within five
days of its inauguration, or sale of spu-
rious liguor in Gujarat, which saw hund-
reds of deaths in 27 years, probed. “They
arenot interested in stopping corruption
or preventing spurious liquor deaths.
They are interested in Arvind Kejriwal.
Their motive is to put Kejriwal's mini-
stersinjail,” Sisodia said.

The deputy CM reiterated that his go-
vernment will not stop working. He said
the BJP fears Kejriwal because despite
harassment for seven years, the Delhi
CM did not stop working. “He is a man
committed to the welfare of people. He
didn’t stop when oneof hisministers(Sa-
tyendar Jain) was jailed. He won’t stop if

another ministerisjailed too,” he added.

Talking about the party’s expansion
nationally, Sisodia said it was now the
wish of 130 crore people of the country to
see Kejriwal as Prime Minister. Whether
AAP goes alone in the 2024 elections or
forms an alliance with other parties was
not the question, he added.

“There is one person who is busy in
conspiracies, misusing CBI-ED and des-
tabilising state governments while there
is another who is diligently working all
the time. People want to give Kejriwal a
chance. It started with five years to Kejri-
wal in Delhi and moved to Punjab with
the idea of one opportunity to Kejriwal.
Itisnow the wish of 130 crore people togi-
ve Kejriwal a chance,” hesaid.

Talking about the raid at his residen-
ce, Sisodia said the CBI team thoroughly
searched every room of his house and lo-
oked through every bed and almirah,
mattress and pillow, sarees and clothes.
“See, it is their job. If you send a team, it
will search everything. I don't mind
that,” hesaid.

Inretrospect, does he miss hisdays of
social activism? “There is a limit to what
you can do as an activist. It reached a sa-
turation point,and after that wecould on-
ly write books or research papers but wo-
uldn’t have been able to do anything to
bringaboutachange. That’s why we ente-
red politics and have worked for seven ye-
ars now to test its limits,” he said.

How's his family taking it? “They are
human, it impactsthem. This is unfortuna-
te. But we have to fight it together,” he said.

LG for more events at S Delhi park

New Delhi: Lieutenant governor VK Saxena on Sunday directed the Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority to promote more cultural programmes and events in Vasant
Udyan (Bagh-e-Bahar), a park developed by it in south Delhi's Vasant Vihar.

Duringa visittoreview development work being carried out at the park, Saxe-
na directed that local artists and performers should be encouraged to perform in
theamphitheatre. Healsodirected DDA nottocharge these artists for usingthefa-
cilities, the authority said in a statement.

DDA said Vasant Udyanisaprestigious parkof theauthorityand boasts of all
thefacilities. The redevelopment work of the park was completed in 2020, it said
in the statement. The park was selected for exhibition at India Pavilion, London
Biennale 2021, which isaglobal gatheringof the world’smostambitious and ima-
ginative designers, curators and design institutes. Spread over 43.1 acres, the
parkhasfacilitieslikechildren play area withequipment, open gym, pop-upirri-
gation system, public convenience, different types of lights, including garden
lantern, CCTV cameras, etc. TN
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' Union Ministry shares

proposed amendments
to boost land pooling

Part of ‘pre-legislative consultation’

MUNEEF KHAN
NEW DELHI

The Union Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs (Mo-
HUA) on Thursday placed
the proposed amendments
to the Delhi Development
Act, 1957, on its website for
public  feedback  and
comments.

One of the proposed
amendments is to make land
pooling mandatory in areas
where a minimum of 70% of

| landowners agree to pool in
| their land parcels. However,
another amendment looks
| to give powers to the Centre
| to declare pooling mandato-
ry, even if the minimum

i threshold is not achieved.

According to a notice is-
sued by MoHUA, dated Au-

| gust 18, the decision comes

as part of a “pre-legislative
consultation” with the pu-
blic and the stakeholders ov-
| er the next 30 days.
| The proposed amend-
| ments — which were an-
nounced by Union Minister
| Hardeep Puri on March 8 -
are aimed at eliminating
roadblocks in the Delhi Deve-
i~lopment Authority’s (DDA)
| Land Pooling Policy (LPP), in
| which the urban body plays
| the role of a facilitator.
In its notice, the MoHUA

highlighted that as of July 27,
a total of 6973 applicants,
with 7,317 hectares of land,
have expressed interest in
the LPP. However, this area
is only 38.36% of the total
land (19,074 hectares) that = :
has been earmarked for land
pooling.

The LPP looks to provide
17 lakh dwelling units — in-
cluding five lakh units for the
economically weaker sec-
tions — for a population of
roughly 80 lakh people.

The MoHUA in its notice
stated that in its present
shape, the LPP does “not ad-
dress many key issues like
compulsory land pooling for
optimal planning, confer-
ment of land title after redis-
tribution of land and clarity
about the levying of stamp
duty on redistribution of
land among other issues.”

Though the DDA has stat-
ed that it has achieved the
minimum participation rate
in various sectors, the other
condition — 70% of contigu-
ous land is required to attain
eligibility for forming a lan-
downers’ consortium in a
sector — is yet to be fulfilled,
because of which no deve-
lopment work has been car-
ried out since the policy was
first notified back in 2013.
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Panel set up by ex-LG Baijal to file
report on non-conforming areas  cpj G

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Amid the storm
over the CBI probe and raids
over the alleged irregularities
in the Kejriwal governments
excise policy 2021-22, a com-
mittee 1s soon likely to submit
its report on the issue of liquor
vends in non-confirming areas
| of the city. The five-member
committee was formed in April
by then Lieutenant Governor
Anil Baijal on the High Courts
order to draw up a list of con-
forming and non-conforming
municipal wards in the city.
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, named an
accused in an FIR registered by
the CBI probing alleged irreg-
ularities in the Excise Policy
execution, has alleged Baijal
obstructed opening of liquor
| stores in non-confirming areas.
Baijal had hit back at Siso-
dia, calling him a “desperate
man” and alleging he was try-
ing to save his “own skin” He
had asserted no rules allowed
opening liquor vends in non-
confirming areas of the city.
“We are finalising the report
and it 1s expected to be filed in
the High Court very soon, said

a member of the committee.
The five-member committee
chaired by excise commissioner
of Delhi included DDA and
MCD officials as its members.

It was mandated to “exam-
ine the factual position pre-
vailing in different wards and
localities so that an authori-
tative list of conforming and
non-conforming wards was
prepared after the due verifi-
cation’, officials said.

The committee in its report
is likely to recommend open-
ing liquor vends in confirming
parts bordering non-confirm-
ing areas so liquor consumers
living there too have easy access
1o it, a source claimed.

The Delhi Cabinet in its
meeting on November 5, 2021
had decided to allow opening
of liquor shops in non-con-
firming areas too.

When the zonal licencees
failed to open liquor vends
due to restriction of the Delhi
Development Authority and
MCD permission, a committee
was formed by Baijal under the
chairmanship of the vice chair-
man of DDA to find asolution.

That committee had rec-
ommended in December 2021

shifting retail licensees from
nonconfirming wards to con- |
forming wards in a zone. '

However, the issues per-
sisted and Sisodia has claimed
the government suffered reve-
nue losses of thousands crores
of rupees because shops could,
not open in non conforming|
areas as some zonal licensees)
whose all wards were confirm-
ing had a windfall gain.

The second committee
headed by excise commis-
sioner was supposed to submit
its report by May 31

A report prepared by Vigi-
lance Directorate on the role
of excise officials in execut-
ing the policy observed that
the Committee report was not
submitted by the then excisé
commissioner A Gopi Krishna
despite having the draft ready
with him on July 4.

Krishna is also one of the
accused in the FIR and one of
the 11 Excise officials whose
suspension was recommended
by the current LG VK Saxena.

Saxena last month had rec-
ommended the CBI probe into
the alleged violations of rules
and procedural lapses in imple-
menting the Excise Policy 2021.
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CBI raids a clean chit from Modi govt.: AAP

Party leaders say officials returned empty-handed even as BIP, Cong. demand CM, Dy. CMs resignation

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A day after the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBD)
conducted searches at De-
puty Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia’s residence, AAP
leaders said the agency
sleuths returned “empty-
handed™ and termed the ex-
ercise a “total failure”.

AAP MLA Saurabh Bha-
radwaj said the exercise was
a “clean chit from the Na-
rendra Modi government”.

“We don't have a problem
with the CBI officers. They
are doing their duty, it is
their job. They will have to
do whatever the Central go-
vernment asks them to do.
Earlier, it was the UPA [Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance] that
misused its power, now it is
the BJP. We all remember
how Prime Minister Modi
used to go around harping
about the misuse of the CBI
when he was on the other _ Fll

Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia addressi HEJ mediapersons at his residence on Mathura

Road in New Delhion Saturday. ssHIvKUMAR PUSHPAKAR

side,” said Mr. Bharadwaj.
The CBI conducted raids
at 31 locations, including the
residences of Mr. Sisodia
and Delhi's former Excise
Commissioner Arava Gopi
Krishna, across six States
and one Union Territory on
Friday after it registered an
FIR in connection with the

AAP government's excise
policy, which was rolled out
in November last year.

Demand for session

Hitting out at AAP, Leader of
the Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly Ramvir Singh Bid-
huri said the excise policy
was “completely illegal” and

demanded that the city go-
vernment immediately con-
vene an Assembly session to
discuss “the scam”.
Meanwhile, Delhi Con-
gress leaders and workers
staged a protest outside the
AAP’s office on Saturday,
demanding the resignation
of Mr. Sisodia in connection

Bldhun demands Monsoon Session t 0 discuss excise policy

STAFF REPORTER!
NEW DELHI

T Leader of the
Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri on Saturday demand-
ed that the Monsoon Session
of the Assembly be called to
discuss the excise policy and
| said that Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal should tell
people why permission was
given to open liquor vends in
non-conforming areas.
hauhf:c Glao’vernmem will
€ to explain why it delib-
erately i ignored the r{des of the

master plan” Bidhuri said
while addressing a ﬂress con-
ference at the party headquar-
ters.

“The Kejriwal
Government allowed liquor
vends to open in non-con-
forming areas, which is a clear
violation of the Master Plan of
Delhi-2021. The new excise
policy was illegal and uncon-
stitutional. Delhi Cabinet
approved the new excise pol-
icy on 5 November 2021,
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal presided over this
cabinet meeting, It was said in
the excise policy that liquor

shops can be opened any-
where in Delhi.

Even permission was given
to open liquor shops in non-
conforming and residential
areas too, The Delhi cabinet
had no right to provide such
approvals as liquor shops can-
not be opened in non-con-
forming areas as the Master
Plan-2021 does not allow it,”
Bidhuri said.

The BJP leader further
said that there is a complete
process for changes in the
master plan and it is notified
only after approval by the
DDA and the,Ministry of

Housing and urban affairs.
But the Delhi cabinet deliber-
ately violated the rules of the
master plan. Therefore, the
entire cabinet, including CM
Kejriwal is liable for the viola-
tion of rules and procedural
lapses. Hitting out at Kejriwal,
Bidhuri said that the Chief
Minister had said that the new
excise policy will boost the rev-
enue by Rs 10,000 crore.

“While the liquor sales
have gone up in the city, the
government’s revenue from it
hasn’t. Why so? We want the
government to call the mon-
soon session to discuss the
excise policy and all the scams
in various departments such as
DTC (Delhi Transport
Corporation), water {Delh1 Jal
Board), ration (food supplies-
department) and making hos-
pitals on papers.

This Government, which
came into power in the name
of removing corruption, has
been thoroughly exposed now
and needs to answer the ques-
tions of the public”.

with the alleged irregulari-
ties in the excise policy.

The protesters marched
from the Delhi Congress of-
fice at DDU Marg towards
the AAP headquarters.

Mr. Bidhuri also demand-
ed Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's resignation say-
ing “he was aware of the
policy being illegal and was
responsible for its
execution”.

“Permission was given to
open liquor shops in non-
conforming and residential
areas. The Delhi Cabinet
had no right to provide such
approvals as the Master
Plan-2021 does not allow it.
There is a process for chang-
es in the master plan and
they are notified only after
the approval of the DDA and
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs. But the Delhi
Cabinet deliberately violat-
ed the rules of the master
plan,” said Mr. Bidhuri.
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‘Promote more Cultural events at Vasant Udyan

STAFF REPORTER (=
NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Sunday visited the Vasant
Udyan in Vasant Vihar direct-
ed officials to organise cultur-
al events in the amphitheatre
| area of the park to encourage
local artists and performers.
During the visit, Saxena
directed that the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) does not charge these
artists for using the facilities.
Vasant Udyan park at Vasant
Vihar also known as Bagh-e-
Bahar, is a prestigious park of
DDA with all the modern
The redevelopment work
of the park was completed in

the year 2020. The park was
selected for exhibiting at India
Pavilion, London Biennale
2021, which is a global gath-
ering of the world’s most ambi-
tious and imaginative design-
ers, curators and design insti-
tutes. Spread over 43.17 acres,

2

the park has tdulme% like chil-
dren play area with equip-
ments, open gym, pop up irri-
gation system, public conve-
nience, different types of lights,
includinﬁ garden lantern,
among others.

For better security of the

people, it is equipped with
CCTVs, the LG office said in
a statement. Saxena appreciat-
ed the ‘Design, Development
and Maintenance’ of the green
area, as also the manner in
which the heritage structures
in the park were being main-
tained.

Witnessing the historical
references that had been incor-
porated in the Landscape
Design of the green area,
Saxena directed officials to
explore replicating the same in
other parks that ﬁad heritage
structures.

The LG also asked for
Baradari area of monument to
be explored for holding cul-
tural events by Department of
Archeology,Delhi Government
with requisite safety measures.
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VISITS 43-ACRE PARK IN VASANT VIHAR

Promote more cultural events |

at Vasant Udyan: L-G to DDA

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lt Gov-
ernor V K Saxena on Sunday
directed officials of the Delhi
Development Authority to facil-
itate and promote more cultural
events at its sprawling Vasant
Udyan in south Delhi.

Saxena visited the 43-acre
park in Vasant Vihar on Satur-
day and took stock of the devel-
opment work being done there,
officials said.

“Visited Vasant Udyan —
Bagh e Bahar. Directed officials
to facilitate and promote more

| cultural events in the park &
J encourage local artists to per-
1[ form there without charging

any fee. @official_dda has done
a remarkable job of developing
& maintaining the park,” the
LG tweeted.
, A senior official of the DDA
said, before 2018, the park was
| in shambles with weed over-

growth. “In 2018-2019, work
was done to revamp it and by
2020 it was opened to the pub-
lic again. The park which also
has a monument — Bara Lao ka
Gumbad — maintained by the
ASI, is a very attractive destina-
tion in the city. There is also an
an old well in the park;” he said.
The park has landscaped
design, an amphitheatre and
a performing area for artistes.
“We charge Rs 5,000 for hir-
ing the facility for one-and-a-
half day, but the performing
area is free for artistes,” he said.
Saxena asked officials to
organise more cultural events
in the amphitheatre of the park,
and local artistes be encouraged
to perform there, He directed
DDA does officials to not charge
artists for using the facilities.
“Vasant Udyan park at Vas-
ant Vihar also known as Bagh-
e-Bahar, is a prestigious park of
DDA with all the modern facili-

ties. The redevelopment work of
the park was completed in the
year 2020. The park was selected
for exhibiting at India Pavilion,
London Biennale 2021, which is
aglobal gathering of the world’s
most ambitious and imaginative
designers, curators and design
institutes,” the DDA said in a
statement.

Spread over 43.17 acres, the
park has facilities like children
play area with equipments, open
gym, pop up irrigation system,
public convenience, different
types of lights, including gar-
den lantern, among others. For
better security of the people, it
is equipped with CCTV's cam-
eras, it said.

Witnessing the historical ref-
erences that had been incorpo-
rated in the landscape design of
the green area, Saxena directed
officials to explore replicating

the same in other parks that |

had heritage structures.
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