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Night Economy & Slum Rehab
In Focus For Next Master Plan

At Review Meet, LG Stresses On User Friendly Provisions

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The next Master
Plan of Delhi (MPD) will focus
on promoting night-time eco-
nomy and slumrehabilitation.
During areview meeting with
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) officials on Friday, lieu-
tenant governor VK Saxena
examined a few initial chap-
ters of the draft plan and emp-
hasised on adding “user fri-
endly” and “implementable
provisions” regarding slum
rehabilitation and giving spe-
cial focus on developing Delhi
as an economic hub with a vi-
brant nightlife.

“We are making changes
step by step as desired by the
LG and the exercise is expec-
ted to continue as of now. But
we aim to complete the task
soon,” said a DDA official.

While the draft MPD 2041
was prepared after accommo-
dating the suggestions and
objections of public earlier
this year, sources said Saxena
had been reading the docu-

DDA OFFICIAL SAYS

We are making changes
step by step as desired
by the LG (pic) and the
exercise is expected to
continue as of now

ment “lineby line” and getting
specific provisions toencoura-
ge night economy and in situ
development of slum clusters
added to it. In August, a pre-
sentation was made before the
LG during which he directed
officials to ensure non-prolife-
ration of slums and all neces-
sary amenities to unauthori-
sed colonies.

While MPD 2041 initially
talked about the night econo-
my in general terms, the Aut-
hority, on the insistence of the
LG, has now identified specific
circuits. DDA has also identifi-
ed cultural precinets and heri-
tage zones to boost tourism.
“Connaught Place, Chandni
Chowk to Daryaganj, Khan

I T 2T | e 1 e, 19 e 2022

Market and Hauz Khas will be
developed as food and shop-
ping circuits while Coronation
Pillar to Kashmere Gate, Saf-
darjung Tomb to Qutub Minar,
Humayun's Tomb to Safdar-
jung Tomb, and Shahjahana-

easily comprehensible to peo-
ple, an official said.

“Prevention of road en-
croachment, illegal parking
and unauthorised construc-
tion and development of pub-
lic spaces, repurposing of va-
cantlandduetoshiftingof in-
dustries were other points
highlighted in Friday's mee-
ting,” said an official.

MPD 2041, which was to be
implemented early this year,
got delayed for various rea-
sons including no finalisa-
tion of the Green Develop-

bad will bedeveloped as herita- ment Area policy, proposed
ge circuits,” said an official. amendments made in Delhi
Specific provisions for redeve-  Development Act by the Cent-

lopment of Shahjahanabad
and special areas with fixed ti-
melines will also be its part.
Divided into two volumes
and nine sections, the plan
contains 22 chapters. Each of
them will be discussed thre-
adbare and specific provi-
sions willbe added inthe next
two-three meetings. The do-
cument is also being revie-
wed to ensure that the plan is

re, and delay in incorpora-
tion of public suggestions.

In September; after the Su-
preme Court observed that the
master plan can't remain in
limbo, DDA officials clarified
that it would be placed before
the Authority in December, sent
tothe Union housing affairs mi-
nistry in January, and the final
document would be published
on or before April 30, 2023.
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Polls gone, G20 coming, shopping
festival likely to be truncated affair

Atul. Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The AAP govern-
ment’s ambitious Delhi Shop-
ping Festival, which was slated
tostartin thelast week of Janu-
ary 2023, islikely to be delayed.

While a little over a month
is left, sources said the project
was still in the planning stage
and had yet to get financial
approvals and a nod from the
cabinet. With the govern-
ment's focus now shifting to-
wards the preparations for the
G20 Summit and related
events, sources said the
festival might either get post-
poned or be held on a smaller
scale with fewer markets par-
ticipating in it.

They added that deputy
chief minister Manish Sisodia
was likely to review the pro-
gress of the project next week
and might take a final call on

OFFICIALS SAY

Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia is likely to
review the progress of
the project next week
and may take a call on
the possible dates

”

the possible dates. A senior go-
vernment official confirmed
that no formal proposal was
moved by the tourism depart-
ment, the nodal department
for the preparations and orga-
nisingthefestival.
Announced in the Rozgar
Budget, the annual festival
promised to create 15 lakh
new jobs in five years. In July,
chief minister Arvind Kejri-

wal announced that the festi-

val would be held from Janua-

ry 26 to February 28, 2023 and
allmarkets,shopsand mallsof
Delhi would be facelifted and
over 200 entertainment pro-
grammes with world-class
openingand closing ceremoni-
es would be held. The govern-
ment had given the responsibi-
lity of the festival to the tou-
rism department and Delhi
Tourism and Transportation
Development Corporation.

A senior government offi-
cial said several consultations
were held between the tourism
department, DTTDC and Dia-
logue and Development Com-
mission of Delhi in the second
quarter of the financial year
and a broad framework was
prepared, but the project lost
pace due to the civic and Guja-
ratassembly polls.

“A draft cabinet note with
the observations of the finan-
ce department was prepared

but the enforcement of the mo-
del code of conduct and elec-
tion campaigning did not al-
low the cabinet meeting to be
held,” said an official.

Since the festival is to be
held in several prominent
marketplaces, officials said all
stakeholders, including MCD,
NDMC, DDA, local and traffic
police, and several Delhi go-
vernment departments, need
to work in close coordination
tomake it successful.

“Most Delhi markets come
under the civic body and its
participation would be requi-
red at every stage. Since the
new councillors have yet to ta-
ke oath and the elections for
mayor and deputy mayor are
still three weeks away, the go-
vernment may have to waitfor

necessary deliberations and

approvals to execute afe
jects,” said an official.

Hindustan Time:

| NEW DELHI
__| SATURDAY
" DECEMBER 17, 2022

| CITY MASTER PLAN
SHOULD BOOST
NIGHT ECONOMY: LG

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor
VK Saxena on Friday directed the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) to include specific provi-
sions in the Master Plan of Delhi
{MPD)-2041 to encourage night-
time economy and lay out circuits
to boost heritage tourism,

The DDA will send the draft
MPD-2041 to the Union ministry of
housing and urban affairs by the
end of the year, said a senior offi-
cial. DDA informed the Supreme
| Court in September this year that
ﬂ]cMasterPlan is likely to be noti-
fied by April 2023.

A senior official said, “The LG
has asked DDA to have a special
focus on and include specific pro-

visions to encourage the Capital's
night-time economy by 1denufymg
and developing heritage circuits.”

Some of the night circuits pro-
posed are Connaught Place, Khan
Market and Hauz Khas, among
others, said officials aware of the
matter. HTC
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Two Yamuna riverfront projects in
contention for G20 summit events

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2022 *

Vibha.Sharma
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Two Yamuna ri-
verfront project sites — Asita
East and Baansera — are be-
ing considered for holding
outdoor events or meetings
for the upcoming G20
summit. Lieutenant gover-
nor VK Saxena is likely to in-
spect the two locations in the
coming week,

A senior Delhi govern-
ment official confirmed that
the sites were under conside-
ration for holding events at
the summit, but a final deci-
sion was yet to be taken.

“A direction has been gi-
ven to prepare the sites and a
visitislikely soon. Depending
upon the status and other fac-
tors, a decision on holding
G20 meetings there will be ta-
ken,” an official said.

Among the first projects
undertaken by the Develop-
ment Authority (DDA)as part
of the Yamuna riverfront re-
development, Asita East is
spread over 197 hectares. Ba-

At Asﬂa East, 90 hectares of the Iand is With DD& while the remalnmg
falls under the jurisdiction of Uttar Pradesh's irrigation department

ansera is, on the other hand,
spread over 12 hectares. Both
are known for their natural
habitats, floodplain forest,
grassland, riverinegrass, etc.

At Asita East, 90 hectares
of theland is with DDA, while

the remaining falls under the
jurisdiction of Uttar Pra-
desh’sirrigation department.
The site, located on the eas-
tern bank of the river (betwe-
en Old Railway Bridge and
ITO Barrage), was inaugura-

ted in September this year.

“The project aims at resto-
ring the ecological character
of the floodplain and provi-
ding breathable public green
space. We have planted 33.5
lakh riverine grasses and
4,000 trees here and developed
a waterbody where 50,000-
60,000cubicmetresof wateris
collected during monsoon,"”
theofficial added.

Hundreds of bird species
(including migratory birds)
were spotted at Asita East this
time, officials said. “Over 30
varieties of birds were spot-
ted along the waterbody it-
self,” the official said.

Baansera is the capital’s
first bamboo-themed park on
the Yamuna riverfront. Its fo-
undation was laid in August by
the LG. DDA will plant 20,000
bamboo saplings of 15 varieties
in the next monsoon season.

As of now, work is in pro-
gress at six places, including
an extended portion of Asita
West, Asita East (at 107 hecta-
res of UP irrigation land)and
Kalindi Biodiversity Park.

Build new drainage system

for IGI by May ’23, says LG

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: To address the long-
pehdmg problem of flooding of
runways, terminals and surroun-
ding areas of Terminal 3 of Indira
GandhiInternational Airport, the
lieutenant governor has given a
May 2023 deadline to officials to
construct a new drainage system
near Sector 8 in Dwarka for proper
discharge of rainwater.

' The two existing drains at IGI
airport are insufficient for dis-
charge of the huge amount of ra-
inwater from the area, which has
oﬂen resulted in severe waterlog-
g,mg in and around the airport du-
ring heavy rains, causing disrup-
tion and cancellation of flights for
several days, said the LG house.

“The project is fast progres-
singand will be completed by May
2023.DDA, atthe same time, isalso
creating five water bodies in
Dwarka region that will
be used for storing the overflo-
wing rainwater during the mon-
soons. Once completed, these wa-

LG Vinai Kumar Saxena inspects the
construction work of the new drainage
system on Sunday

ter bodies will have the total stora-
ge capacity of 1.22 lakh CuM of
water that will prevent the rain-
water from flooding onto the stre-
ets,” itadded.

This project was stuck for the
last two years due to pending per-
missions for tree cutting and
translocation, It was | after
the LG’s intervention that permis-

sion for tree translocation was gi-
ven and the work on the airport
drain commenoced on November
20,said an official.

Vinai Kumar Saxena on Sun-
day inspected the construction si-
te at Dwarka Sector and directed
officials toenhance the manpower
and other resources to complete
the drainage work at the earliest,
said a senior LG house official.

Thediggingand dredging work
of water bodies is likely to be
completed by next month,

The LG has issued strict in-
structions to finish the construc-
tion work by May 20 next year and
warned against any laxity on part
of the officials, he added.

The construction of drain wit-
hin the airport premises will be
done by the airport operator DI-
AL. Northern Railways is const-
ructing a culvert over the railway
land, and the remaining construc-
tion work will be carried out by
DDA. The airport drain will be 20-
metre wideand willhaveadepthof
2metre.
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Green space along Yamuna

Risha Chitlangia

risha.chitlangia@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: As the Capital gears
up to host the G20 Leaders’ Sum-

| mit next year, one of the two new-

ly-developed green spaces along
the Yamuna being developed by
the Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) are being considered as
the possible venue for the global
event. The two sites are Asita
East, located on the eastern bank
of the Yamuna near the ITO bar-
rage, and Baansera, a bamboo
garden being developed near

| Sarai Kale Khan.

Senior officials of the land-
owning agency said landscape
and other infrastructure work is
being undertaken on a war foot-
ing at the two sites, and DDA vice
chairman Manish Kumar Gupta

- visited the sites on Sunday.

“The two sites are being con-
sidered for one or more meetings

- that are likely to be held in the

national capital next year. Land-
scape work is being carried out,
and other infrastructure such as
walkways, toilets, bamboo struc-
tures for people to sit, etc are
being developed at the two sites.
A meeting centre made of bam-
boo is likely to be developed once
the site is finalised,” a DDA offi-
cial said on condition of anonym-
ity.

Delhi will host eight G20
events beginning March 1, 2023
with the meeting of G20 foreign
ministers and culminating with
the meeting of heads of govern-
ments and states on September
9-10,2023.

Another official said that lieu-
tenant governor Vinai Kumar

. Saxena visited the sites on

December 10, and is likely to
inspect them again this week.
“The two sites are being con-
sidered but no decision has been
taken as yet. Works are going on
atboth the sites,” the official said.
Asita East, which spreads over
90 hectares, has been developed
by DDA as part of its ambitious
Yamuna riverfront redevelop-
ment project. Work on the project
started in 2017 and it was inaugu-
rated by the LG in September this

year.

DDA officials say that the area
was revived after largescale
encroachment and illegal farm-
ing was removed in 2017-18. “We
carried out landscaping work,
cleaned the area, revived the
waterbody and developed the
infrastructure such as walkways,

DELHI

AS!TA EAST@
0
BAANSER*

close to 30 acres of lawns with
different varieties of grass,” said
an official.

The DDA has planted around
to 4,000 trees and 3.35 million
riverine grasses at this site, as of
September. Around 100-150m of
the area along major roads has
been developed as a greenway,

“which is proposed to be a public

recreation zone comprising walk-
ways, spaces for congregation
along with public amenities.
Nearly 300m of the area along the
Yamuna has been developed as
an ecological zone with semi-per-

y venue for G20 events

Readied for global meet

¢ One of the two green spaces along the Yamuna will host G20 events

manent trails for people to walk
up to the river.

The DDA has revived the
waterbody, spread over five
areas, and after the restoration
work, DDA officials say, the area
gets a lot of migratory birds.

“We are in the process of
installing benches along the
waterbody so that people can
come and sit here. We have
already developed public amenity
blocks,” said a senior official
aware of the development.

The site is already being used
to host events, such as the Inter-

ASITA EAST

@ Spread over 90 hectares
¢ Work started in 2017,
_ Inaugurated by LG In
September

% pirt of its ambitious
- Yamuna riverfront
redevelopment pro]ect

& The site is already

“<'x. - being used to host

n,

= events, such as the
International Yoga

BAANSERA

- been a challenge as

*Qf construction and

$“"* S demolition waste

national Yoga day.

The LG had laid the founda-
tion for Baansera, the second site
in August for what is to become
Delhi’s first bamboo-themed
park. Spread over 12 hectare, on
completion the park will have
over 25,000 bamboos.

A senior DDA official said
developing Baansera has been a
challenge as construction and
demolition waste used to be
dumped at the site.

“In a short span of time, we
have been able to do a lot of work.
The area was levelled before the

SEmen & ams tn mumm 1

4 used to be dumped

SANJLEV VERMA/ MINDUSTAN TIMES

plantation could be done and
landscaping work is going on.
Though work is being carried out
at a fast pace, it will take some
time for the area to be fully devel-
oped as a bamboo park,” the offi-
cial said, asking not to be named.

“The park will have amenities
such as kiosks, huts for people to
sit, watchtowers, wooden decks
for cultural events or meetings,
exhibition spaces and a greenway
area along kachcha pathways.
We are developing a large area
with seasonal flower planta-
tions,” the official said.
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L-G Saxena mspects construction of Airport drz

water bodies in Dwarka; to be completed by Ma

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena on Sun-
day inspected the construction
of the Airport drain and five
water bodies in Dwarka,
Travellers bound to the IGI
Airport and the residents of the
Dwarka Sub-city in the national
Capital are set for a big relief
from flooding and waterlogging
during the monsoons, start-
ing next year. A major drain-
age project to channelise the
rain and storm water discharge
from the IGI Airport to Najaf-
garh Drain, being executed by
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) under the guidance of
Lieutenant Governor V K Sax-
ena, is fast progressing and will
be completed by May 2023.
DDA, at the same time, is

also creating 5 water bodies in
the Dwarka region that will be
used for storing the overflow-
ing rain water during the mon-
soons. Once completed these
water bodies will have the total
storage capacity of 1.22 lakh
CuM of water that will prevent
the rain water from flooding
onto the streets.

This major project was stuck
for the last two years due to
pending permissions for tree
cutting/translocation from the
Delhi government. It was only
after the L-G's intervention that
permission for tree transloca-
tion was given and the work on
the airport drain commenced
on November 20.

The L-G, who has already
undertaken three visits to the
Airport Drain in the last one
month, inspected the construc-

tion site at Dwarka Sector - 8
on Sunday and directed the offi-
cials to enhance the manpower
and other resources to complete
the drainage work at the earli-
est. Saxena also inspected the
sites for these water bodies and
asked the officials to complete
the digging and dredging work
by next month.

The 2.5 km long airport
drain will require 72,000 CuM
of earth removal out of which

8,200 CuM of earth has been
removed so far. The lining work
has also begun simultaneous
50 as to maintain the pace of
the work and cause minimum
disruption of traffic. The L-G
has issued strict instructions
to finish the construction
work by May 20 next year and
warned against any laxity on
part of the officials.

It is pertinent to mention
that the existing 02 drains at the
IGI Airport have proven insuf-
ficient for discharging the huge
amount of rain water from the
airport which has often resulted
in severe waterlogging in and
around the IGI Airport during
heavy rains and thus causing
disruption and cancellation of
flights for several days major
inconvenience to the passen-
gers. Heavy waterlogging even

forced closure of the IGI Airport
on several occasions. This also
caused flooding in the adjoining
Dwarka Sector 8, which houses
several prominent Govern-
ment organizations. During the
L-G’s visits to Dwarka, the res-
idents had also complained of
crippling waterlogging in sev-
eral areas.

_ Saxena said construction
of the airport drain along with
the creation of water bodies will
be a big relief for the air trav-
ellers and the local residents
of Dwarka. He said during the
monsoon, the overflowing water
from the airport as well as from
the streets of Dwarka could be
channelized to these water bod-
ies. This project will also ensure
hassle-free movement of del-
egates and dignitaries visiting
the national Capital during the
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Investors in limbo as DDAS
land pooling policy, first
notified in 2013, yet to take oft

‘Muneef Khan
NEW DELHI

About eight years ago, re-
tired bank employee Raj
Kataria joined a housing so-
ciety that bought over six
acres of land in north-west
Delhi’s Ladpur village. Mr.
Kataria hoped to build a

home after the Delhi Deve--

lopment Authority identi-
fied the village under its
Land Pooling Policy (LPP).

However, with the LPP
yet to be implemented on

und - it was first noti-
fied in 2013 and then in
2018 — Mr. Kataria and fel-
low investors have been left
waiting inordinately. They
see little hope of realising
their dreams anytime soon
with no signs of proposed
amendments to the Delhi
Development Act 1957 — to
make land pooling manda-
tory — in the ongoing Parlia-
ment session.

“We visit the land over
five times a year to ensure it
has not been encroached
upon. The land’s value has
fallen since the policy never
took off and selling it would
be a loss. Fellow investors
frequently call to check the
policy’s status. Most of
them have spent their life’s
savings on it,” Mr. Kataria
said.

104 villages

The LPP identified 104 vil-
lages for land pooling and
aimed to provide 17 lakh
dwelling units for roughly
80 lakh people. These vil-
lages have been divided in-
to six zones and sub-divid-
ed into 129 sectors. While
the DDA acts as a facilitator,
the urban body has strug-
gled to garner interest
among landowners and
failed to achieve the prim-
ary eligibility criteria of mi-
nimum 70% participation
of owners along with 70%
of the land being
contiguous.

In the run-up to the re-
cent MCD polls, Union Mi-
nister Hardeep Puri said
the proposed amendments
to help remove these road-

A view of a DDA land in Delhi.
FILE PHOTO

blocks “will come in the
next Parliament session”,
after he first announced the
plan in early March.
However, a senior offi-
cial at the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs said

-the Union Cabinet has yet

to approve the amend-
ments. The Cabinet appro-
val “will take time”, the offi-
cial said, adding that the
Bill to amend the Act has
not been introduced.

One of the proposed
amendments is to make
pooling of land mandatory
for the remaining landown-
ers if 70% owners have al-
ready agreed. The other
amendment would grant
power to the Centre to de-
clare land pooling manda-
tory, even if the minimum
criteria of 70% participa-
tion and 70% contiguity are
not achieved.

For the likes of Sunil Pah-
wa, part of a housing socie-
ty that bought five acres of
land in 2015, in Samaspur
village, the delay has

. pushed investors to a con-

clusion that the “authori-
ties have no will” to execute
the LPP.

“Nine years is a long
time. We would have built
our houses by now. People
in the housing societies
who encouraged fellow
members to invest are now
getting phone calls from
landowners who want their
money back. When a policy
like this isn’t implemented,
people like us bear the
brunt, not those who draft-
ed it,” said Mr. Pahwa.

Like Mr. Pahwa, H.K. Ya-
dav, a farmer, has been ea-

Investors see little
hope of realising
their dreams anytime
soon with no signs of
proposed
amendments to the
Delhi Development
Act 1957 - to make
land pooling
mandatory - in the
ongoing Parliament
session

gerly waiting for the LPP to
kick-off, as he hopes it will
help develop his village
near Najafgarh.

He and Mr. Pahwa high-
lighted that apart from the
amendments, the parallel
strategy of the DDA issuing
conditional notices to form
landowner  consortiums
has not worked out, espe-
cially in three sectors — Sec-
tor 10A (Zone N) and Sec-
tors 2 and 3 (Zone P-I).

The notices were issued
in mid-May on the condi-
tion that landowners, who
expressed interest in the
LPP, negotiate and con-
vince the remaining lan-
downers to pool their land
within 90 days. However,
according to a senior DDA
official privy to the matter,
the process is still going on
despite the 90-day period
having passed. '

“The LPP is a people’s
policy and its execution de-
pends on their participa-

T

tion. Those who expressed

interest in the policy and
purchased land were aware
of this. Consultations are

going on in the six sectors

where conditional notices
were issued,” said the
official.

Since the window for
land pooling applications

was first opened in 2019,

close to 7,100 applications
have been received from
landowners and around
7,400 hectares, of the
19,074 hectares of land,

have been peoled till date.

The deadline to express in-
terest, which has been ex-
tended on numerous occa-
sions, is December 31,

---DATED




