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DDA razes cluster near
Qutub, re51dents cry foul

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A demolition
drive by DDA, in the presen-
ce of police force, razed
several houses near Qutub
Minar in Mehrauli on Wed-
nesday, stating that they we-
re illegally constructed on
government land. )

However, theresidents al-
leged that they had lived in
the area for more than 20 ye-
ars and were not even served
evacuation notices. The resi-
dents also claimed that they
were just verbally warned on
Tuesday night.

On Wednesday afternoon,
the DDA officials, along with
workers carrying hammers
and shovels, reached the spot
with a heavy police force and
did not allow the journalists
near thedemolition site to take
the photographs. The cluster of
30-0dd loose brick residences
was situated at a green vacated
land between Qutub Minar
and Sanjay Van, behind restau-
rants and boutiques at Kalka
Das Marg. Since the path was
too narrow for a bulldozer, the
demolition wasdonemanually.

According to the DDA offi-
cials, the encroached land is to
be “developed and beautified”.

“A demolition program-
me at Anang Tal lake in San-
jay Van, Mehrauli was carri-
ed out successfully on June
15. Almost 800 sqgm area has
been made encroachment-
free,” said a DDA official.

The officials also claimed
that the peoplelivingtherehhad
been throwing garbage in the

Photos: anun Rawnt

SHELL-SHOCKED: The cluster of 30 odd Ioose brlck resndences was
situated at a green vacated land between Qutub Minar and Sanjay Van

Sanjay Van area and were in
the way of development work
proposed in thearea. -

The residents, however,
narrated a different ordeal.

“We had been living there
for 30 years, had an electrici-
ty connection, water connec-
tion, ration card all at this
address. We were not even
served a notice and were
simply informed a day earli-

er. We have no idea where to
go and what our children’s
education would be,” said La-
lit Kumar, aresident.

“It’s a sheer violation of
law which says all houses bu-
ilt before 2006 can’t be remo-
ved prior to rehabilitation.
Other than that, they should
have been served a written
notice 15 days earlier,” said
Prakash Kumar, an activist.

LG: Remove archaic
language from FIRs
and property papers

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: To make the language of legal docu-
ments such as FIRs and property registration pa-

" perseasy to understand for the public, lieutenant

governor V K Saxena on Wednesday directed poli-
ce,land and revenue officials toreplacethearcha-
iclanguage with their contemporary version.

“The LG is of the view that archaic language

beingused indocumentsof variousdepartments,
particularly police, land and revenue depart-
ments, sub-registrar’s office, Delhi Development
Authority and lower judiciary, needs to be chang-
ed and updated as per contemporary linguistic
needs of the people,” said an official privy to the
development regarding “ease of doingbusiness”.

In many departments, an old language for-
mat, with predominance of Persian and Urdu
words as per British-era laws, is used for official
purposes, sources said. Raazinama, tehreer,
adam taameel, mujrim, guftagoo, sangeen apra-
adhand zer-e-tafteesh are some of the commonly
used words borrowed from Persian and Urdu and
routinely used in FIRs. Similarly, khewat num-
ber, gair marusi, jumla mushtarka malkaan,
mushtariand hibafind place in land documents.

Delhi Police had submitted a list of 383 such
words in response to a petition in the high court.
In August 2019, Delhi High Court asked it to use
simple language, instead of high-sounding
words, in the FIRs to make them understandable
tothe people.

The LG has asked home and revenue depart-
ment officials of the Delhi government to simpli-
fy the language used in police summons, FIRs,
land records, mutation and registry documents
and several other legal documents in a “time-bo-
und” manner; officials said.

—
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Treefellingat
Dwarka park:
Forest dept
begins inquiry

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: After restricting
the construction work at the
central government’s ambi-
tious project Bharat Vandana
Park at Dwarka, the Delhi go-
vernment’s forest depart-
ment said that it has initiated
an investigation and inquiry
intothe matter.

Officials at the depart-
ment of wildlifeand forest sta-
ted that they are also asses-
sing the number of trees alle-
gedly felled by NBCC, whichis
constructing the 220-acre
park under the aegis of Delhi
Development Authority.

Officials “of the depart-
ment said that they had re-
cently asked NBCC and DDA
officials to appear for a hea-
ring on Wednesday, however,
NBCCsoughtdeferenceciting
“health issues” of their offici-
al concerned. The depart-
ment claimed that while seve-
raltreeswerefelled overanes-
timated area of 34 hectares,
permission wasnotsoughtfor
the same. It will now assess
the number of treesfelled.

“The investigation has be-
en initiated and there was no
permission taken to fell those
trees. We are vet to assess the
number of treesfelled. If they

accept theillegalfelling, it wo-
uld be easier for us too. On
Wednesday, we had called the
officials from NBCC for a hea-
ring, but they asked for defe-
rence stating that the official
concerned was not well. The
next hearing will be next we-
ek,” said a forest official.

The west division of the
forest department had issued
an order on June 10 after
receiving a complaint regar-
ding the illegal felling of the
trees. The department, in
the order, stated the act to
be a violation of Delhi Preser-

vation of Trees Act 1994,
and hence, asked the authori-
ties concerned to stop further
felling of trees, excavation
and construction.

According to DDA offici-
als, NBCC was supposed to ta-
ke permission for the tree fel-
ling. NBCC officials could not
bereached foracomment.

Multilevel, stack & puzzle parking
to clear Netaji Subhash Place maze

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A city landmark,
Netaji Subhash Place in Pi-
tampura, houses many cor-
porate offices, shops, eateri-
es, banks and hospital. Being
the nerve centre of a large
part of northwest Delhi, it se-
es heavy footfall throughout
the day and faces an acute
shortage of parkingspace.

Apart from regular traffic
of vehicles of office-goers and
those who own shops and
other businesses in the area,
Netaji Subhash Place also at-
tracts a huge number; of visi-
tors for work as well as leisure.

To solve the problem, Del-
hi Development Authority
(DDA) has decided to engage
a concessionaire for develop-
ment of two multilevel par-
king facilities, a puzzle or
stack parking, and open par-
king lots through public-pri-
vate partnership. The conces-
sionaire will design, build, fi-
nance, operate and then
transfer the parkinglotsto

DDA after the stipulated
period is over. During this pe-
riod, the concessionaire will
have the right to collect par-
kingfees to recover its invest-
ment for constructing the
parkingsystem.

According to the parking
rates proposed by DDA, cars
will be charged Rs 20 for the
first one hour and Rs 10 per
hour after that, up to a maxi-
mum of Rs 200 for 24 hours.
Two-wheelers will be char-
ged Rs10forthefirstone hour
and Rs 5 per hour from there-
on, withamaximum of Rs100
for 24 hours. 4

The charges for autos will
startfrom Rs60for thefirsttwo
hours and go up to Rs 300 for 24
hours. Buses, trucks and other
heavy vehicles will have to pay

STACKING UP

» DDA plans to engage

a concessionaire for
construction and
management of a multilevel
parking, stack parking and a
parking lot at Netaji Subhash
Place, Pitampura

» Concessionaire

by collecting
parking fees
» Street parking will

not be allowed, as per the
Delhi Parking Policy

Multilevel parking

Open-lot parking

Stack parking
412

<97.7 crore | Estimated
project cost

4 | Number of levels in  e5=g»
the puzzle or stack parking

3 | Number of levels in ﬁ
=

multilevel parking,
apart from basement
?

4 metres | Minimum

width of single driveway oA

11 | Total number of land
parcels on which the different

parking lots will come up

wiiAT To expect |

@ Public conveniences Ia

o Ticketing administration
counters
@ Parking management T
system

@ Information signage,
display boards, etc

@ Complete CCTV
coverage with vehicle —=
numberplate reading and
registering system

@ Solar panels may be installed

Rs 80 for the first two hours
and up to Rs 500 for 24 hours.
Each of the multilevel par-
king buildings will have three
levels, besides a basement.
The two buildings will come
up on the northern and sout-
hern sides of Netaji Subhash
Place, each on a plot of 2,860
square metre and with “equi-
valent car space” (ECS) for 471
vehicles, taking the total to942.
The stack parking will co-
meuponaplotof 7,370square
metre, along with a surface
parkinglot,and willbeableto
accommodate 412 vehicles
(ECS). Surface parking facili-
ties will be spread across
eight different land parcels
with spacefor 664 vehicles.
According to the request

for proposal (RFP) floated by
DDA, the concessionaire will
be responsible for the traffic
and parking management
plan, which is to be designed
anddeveloped withafocuson
managing the traffic net-
work, enhancing road safety
and improving the accessibi-
lity of public transport.

The parking management
plan willhave totake intoacco-
unt the competing demand for
roadside space by residents,
shopowners, delivery vehicles
etc. DDA, however, has reitera-
ted that street parking will not
be allowed as per the norms of
the Delhi parking policy, ex-
cept for emergency reasons.

Apart from public conveni-
encesateveryfloor, the conces-

sionaire will have to provide
information signage and dis-
play boards, internal appro-
ach pathways and complete
CCTV camera systems with
the numberplate reading and
registering capability.

As per the RFP, DDA wants
the multilevel car parking and
stack parking buildings to be
“environmentally  friendli-
est”, apart from being aesthe-
tic structures. DDA wants the
structures to substantially
meet the green building
norms, aiming for a four-star
or above GRIHA (Green Ra-
ting for Integrated Habitat As-
sessment) rating. DDA, howe-
ver, has allowed the concessio-
naire the flexibility to install
solar panels at its own cost.
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DDA Looks To Put MPD41 On Fast Track

To Make A Presentation Before LG Soon Before Submitting Final Draft To Centre

Sidhartha Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) is soon
going to make a presentation
on the draft Master Plan for
Delhi 2041 before lieutenant go-
vernor Vinai Kumar Saxena,
whoisalsothe DDA chairman.

In April, a DDA advisory
council, headed by the then
LG Anil Baijal, reviewed the
draft MPD 2041, which incor-
porates the objections and
suggestions from the pubhq.
DDA had received approxi-
mately 33,000 objections and
suggestions in around two
and a half months.

“Senior officials are soon
going to make a presentation
before the LG and his views on
different aspects of MPD 2041
would also be incorporated in
the draft,” said an official who

didn’t wish to be identified.

“Oncewereceiveago-ahe-
ad from him, the draft
MPD-2041 would be placed be-
fore the authority in a mee-
ting under the chairmanship
of the LG,” he said. After app-
roval from the Authority,
MPD 2041 will be forwarded to.
the Union ministry of hou-
sing and urban affairs for its
approval and notification in
the Gazette of India.

The draft MPD 2041 docu-
ment was first approved by the
Authority in a meeting chai-
red by the then LG on April 13,
2021, following which it was
published by the Authority in
the Gazette of India on June9,
2021 for inviting objections
and suggestions. '

The advisory council,
which had reviewed the sug-
gestions and objectionsrecei-

AN OFFICIAL SAYS

Once we receive a
go-ahead from the LG,
the draft MPD-2041 will
be placed before the
authority in a meeting

7 ‘ ‘
ved by DDA, consisted of elec-
ted representatives from the
Rajya Sabha and the Lok
Sabha municipal council-
lors, .officers from central
government, Delhi govern-
ment officials, and experts
from the field of urban deve-
lopment and planning, an
officialsaid.

While DDA officials are
tightlipped about the final
shape the draft has taken, in
the document put in the pub-
lic domain in June last year,

DDA had envisioned a “futu-
re-ready” capital that would
bea“24-hour city” withanac-
tive nightlife, finding its pla-
ceamongglobal megacities.

The economy, environ-
ment and affordable housing
were the main focus areas of
the draft with an aim to “fos-
terasustainable, liveableand
vibrant Delhi by 2041”,

It also envisaged the priva-
te sector leading the housing
supply scenario in the next 20
years. The land development
agency would play the role of
“facilitator”, ensuring ease of
doing business while maintai-
ning a regulatory environ-
ment, as per the draft.

In another major change,
thedraft planstoaddresstheho-
using needs of students, single
working men and women, mig-
rants etc through affordable ho-

using in the shape of rental and
small-format houses like studio
and serviced apartments, hos-
telsand dormitories.

The document also puts
equalemphasisontacklingthe
city's consistently high levels
of air, water and noise pollu-
tion, which are not only threa-
tening the environmental as-
sets and local biodiversity, but
alsothehealth of citizens.

Among the initiatives are
creating new city-level assets
and increase the “green-blue”
quotient within the built envi-
ronment — Delhi’s waterbodi-
es and green belts — envisa-
ginganincreaseinthenetarea
under green-blue assets and
the development of more plan-
ned green spaces. The master
plan asks for native tree and
plant species to be planted to
actaspollution filters,
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MCD’s plan to build city’s tallest
building scrapped after merger

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

"NEW DELHI: The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi has
decided to return a plot of 8.75

Facres located adjacent to the
Indraprastha DTC bus depot in
central Delhi to the Delhi Devel-

Bopment Authority, scrapping a
proposal to build a separate
headquarters for the erstwhile

& South Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion (SDMC), which officials
claimed could have been the

p tallest building in Delhi.

Currently, the 112-metre-high
Civic Centre in central, which is
the MCD headquarters, is the
tallest building in the city.

A senior MCD official aware
of the development said the
land was allotted to SDMC by
DDA to build its own headquar-
ters. But now, since the three
civic bodies have been unified,
there is no need for a separate
office space, -

“We will return the land
pocket to DDA. The land use
plot located near Pragati Mai-
dan was changed from horticul-
ture (green space, park) to
office space for this project. We
.are expected to pay %1.25 crore
per year for the using the site as
office space. Now, there is no
need for this additional
expense. The land will be
returned,” the official added.

With this, the Civic Centre on
Jawaharlal Nehru Marg will
stay as the headquarters of the
unified MCD. After the civic
body was trifurcated in 2012,
the North Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration was allocated the
28-storey Civic Centre as its
headquarters. The South Delhi
Municipal Corporation also
shifted its headquarters to the
building, which is the tallest in
the city, as a tenant. And, the
East Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion got office space in a build-
ing at Patparganj Industrial
area.

The project to develop the

145-metre-high 33-storey SDMC
Civic Centre near Pragati Mai-
dan was floated in 2017-18, and
a memorandum of understand-
ing was signed between SDMC
and the National Buildings Con-
struction Corporation (NBCC)
for the development of two tow-
ers at an estimated cost of ¥559
crore by 2020.

A general body meeting of
SDMC in August 2018 decided
to name the proposed head-
quarters after former prime
minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
But the project was mired in
controversies since its incep-
tion.

PROJECT DETAILS

8.75
plot size

33 1559 o 125 uenes

 storeys | Estimated cost

¢ height, 2 blocks

LOCATION:
Adjacenttothe :
Indraprastha
DTCbus depot

: The initial

i deadline

i was fixed at
i 2020 g

'SEVERAL HURDLES

CHANGE N LAND UsE: RWAs opposed theland (LTSS
use change from district park to office space and e

EASTWEST CORRIDOR: PWD said the land fallsin DDA e ved
-the route of its proposed East-West corridor a D :

PRAGATI MAIDAN REDEVELOPMENT PROJEET:

ITPO said the project may cause
congestion, hit the tunnel road

SECURITY.CONCERNS: Police raised
concers over the locationasit
‘ wmmVIPmpvremgnt& r

b el
A town planning official said
that a five-acre section of the
plot was earlier earmarked as
“district park” in the Master
Plan of Delhi (2021) and its land
use was modified to “govern-
ment (G2)" office space cate-
gory. This attracted criticism
from several citizen groups and
RWAs who objected to the
change in land use, citing
shrinking green space and dete-
riorating air quality in Delhi.
In March 2019, HT reported
that the India Trade Promotion
Organisation (ITPO), objected
to the plan citing its possible
adverse impact on traffic in the

neighbourhood, and also on the
%2,700-crore Pragati Maidan
redevelopment project. ITPO
also said that the proposed
building was planned to come
up near one end of a1.2km-long
tunnel (towards Ring Road)
between Purana Qila Road and
Ring Road via Pragati Maidan,
which was “lifeline” of the
Pragati Maidan exhibition cum
convention centre.

Later that year, the Public
Works Department of the Delhi
government also flagged objec-
tions to the proposed structure,
saying that the 38.6km-long
East-West corridor starting

from Anand Vihar will also pass
through the same site.

A second MCD official said,
“The project remained stuck
with these objections and it was
further slowed down due to the
pandemic and the acute finan-
cial crunch that the civic body
was facing.”

“Returning land is the only
viable option,” the official
added.

Former SDMC mayor Naren-
dra Chawla, during whose ten-
ure the project was cleared by
the House, said the objections
raised by several agencies
derailed the project. “This
would have been tallest build-
ing in the city and we had emo-
tional attachment with it as we
had proposed to name it after
former PM Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee. But if the project is not
feasible then we should discard
it. There is more than sufficient
space at the Civic Centre for
running municipal headquar-
ters. A section of the building
has already been rented out to
the income tax department,” he
added.

The merger of the three civic
bodies has allowed the unified
MCD to rationalise office space
and use several properties that
were used by the erstwhile bod-
ies to earn revenue by renting
these spaces.

For example, all offices of the
Shahdara South zone that came
under the East Delhi Municipal
Corporation (EDMC) will shift
to the Patparganj building
where the EDMC once had its
headquarters. Some of the offi-
ces will also shift to the Civic
Centre, officials said.

A new 12-storey building that
was being made for Shahdara
South zone in Karkardooma
will now be rented out to other
government offices, HT had
reported on June 10.

Officials said they will also
expedite plans for turning the
Town Hall in Chandni Chowk
into a museum.
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L-G ask police, land

= STAFF REPORTER 1 NEW DELH|

In a move that will make legal
documents such as FIRs and

property registration papers eas- -

ily comprehensible to people,
Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena has
instructed police, land and rev-
enue officials to do away with
their archaic language.

" Sources said that at a recent

| meeting with officials on "ease

of doing business", Saxena
instructed the officials for mak-
ing the public interface with the
government easily understand-
able to the citizens."He said the
archaic language being used in
documents of various depart-
ments, particularly police, land
and revenue departments, the

 gafaror « S R e 3af U5 dre o IR e |

P

 sub-registrar's office, the Delhi

Development Authority (DDA)
and the lower judiciary, needs to
be changed and updated accord-
ing to the contemporary lin-
guistic needs of people,” sources
said.

In- many departments,
including police, land and rev-
enue, an old language format
with a predominance of Persian
and Urdu words, in accordance
with British-era laws, is used for
official purposes that is difficult
to understand for many people,
the sources said.

The LG has asked the home
and revenue department officials
of the Delhi government to
simplify the language used in
police.summonses, FIRs, land
records, mutation ?a\nd registry.

dept to change a"rChai(;jlllangUagé’ |

documents and several other
legal documents in a "time-
bound" manner, they added.
Saxena also suggested that even
as government departments
start the exercise of simplifying
language of official papers, the
courts could be requested to
simplify language being used in
legal matters and documents, the |
sources said. The LG also

" instructed the officials to prepare |

a department-wise list of

reforms that could. be_intro-

duced’ to make system trans=+
parent and more people-friend-

ly. The departments concerned-
have been instructed to seek|
public opinion on such matters |
and based on feedback and via-
bility of szlg Estions, dspecgi‘c-i
reforms col introduce

THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2022

DDA to hold draw of lots
for Kalkaji JJ dwellers

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) is likely to
hold a draw of lots for 950
eligible JJ households ' at
Bhoomiheen Camp in Kal-
kaji on Friday.

The dwellers will receive
economically weaker sec-
tion (EWS) houses as part of
the agency’s in-situ slum
rehabilitation project at A-14
Kalkaji Extension, said a se-
nior DDA official on
Wednesday.

In' February, the urban
body had conducted a draw

- of lots for 679 households
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(out of 2,700) from the JJ
cluster. Deficiency letters
were issued to the remain-
ing households. They were
requested to submit the ne-
cessary documents.

A total of 2,700 house-
holds from the JJ cluster are
to be allotted EWS flats un-
der the Kalkaji project,
which was conceived in
2011.

“We will have to see
whether we can accommo-
date some households from
the nearby JJ clusters at the
Kalkaji site as well. But that
will be subject to.various
factors,” said the official.
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