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Ix Of Old And New Promises
To Make It A Tight Competition

Delimitation, Reservation Force Partles To Change Wards Of Candidates

Vibha.Sharma

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: While a majority of can-
didates nominated by political parties
are relatively new, there are some
wards where experienced faces have
been nominated again, which willma-
ke the competition tough.

The key wards where an intense
battle is expected include Keshav Pu-
ram, Vinod Nagar, Dwarka B, Mayur
Vihar-II, Darvaganjand Srinivaspuri.

BJP has nominated Yogesh Ver-
ma from Keshav Puram seat again.
In the 2017-2022 tenure, he served as
the Leader of the House, a member
of the standing committee and a
DDA member from the erstwhile
north corporation. He will befacing
A AP’s Vikas Goel, who was Leader
of the Opposition in the erstwhile
north corporation during the same
period and was continuously rai-
sing issuesat every House meeting.

Goelwas elected as councillor from
Wazirpur, but after reservation of his
ward duetodelimitation, AAP decided
tofield him from Keshav Puram.

Asked about his chance of win-
ning, Verma said, “After delimita-
tion, 25 booths of my old ward (Kes-
hav Puram) remained as it is, while

Yogesh Verma, Bipin Bihari, Vikas Goel Devender Chaudhalryr (L to R)

14 went to Ashok Vihar-1. 1 have been
staying in Ashok Vihar for 40 vears
and people know me very well. The
remaining 20 booths are from the
neighbouring clusters, which were
never visited by members of opposi-
tion parties in the past.”

In Dwarka B, areserved ward for
women, the fight is between BJP’s
Kamaljeet Sehrawat and AAP’s
Sudha Sinha.

Former mayor intheerstwhile so-
uth corporation, Sehrawat won the
pollwith the highest margin (9,866 vo-
tes) in 2017. She served as Leader of
the House and was considered a pro-
minent councillor Her opponent,
Sinha, is president of Federation of
Cooperative Group Housing Societi-
es, Dwarka and constantly highligh-
ted issues with the authorities and
political functionaries.

“Being a representative of a resi-
dents’ body for years, I'm aware of the
challenges people face in getting any

work doneand how politicians should
work to satisfy them all. I'm sure peo-
ple will show confidence in me and
helpme win theelection,” said Sinha.

Sehrawat, however, emphasised
that the ward has two villages, five
unauthorised colonies, in addition
to 186 group housing societies. “Re-
sidents of each of these areas are
pretty aware about efforts underta-
ken by me,” she added.

In Mayur Vihar-II, BJP’s Bipin
Bihari will be facing AAP’s Deven-
derChaudhary While Bihariserved
as a former mayor and member of
committees, Chaudhary moved to
AAP from BJP in March 2022. He

had served as a councillor for two

terms. “I was earlier mayor from
Patparganj, but it has been reserved
for women,"” said Bihari.

In Vinod Nagar, BJP's Ravi Negi
willfacea challenge from AAP’s Kul-
deep Bhandari. In the 2020 assembly

elections, Negi gave a tough fight to

deputy chief minister Manish Siso-
dia and lost the election with a close
gap of 3,207 votes. In 2017, Negi co-
uldn’tcontest themunicipalelection
from the same ward as his nomina-
tion papers were rejected.

Former Congress member Kul-
deep Bhandari, who joined AAP
this year, fought the election from
the same ward in 2017. But he lost to
AAP's Geeta Rawat. After the anti-
corruption branch arrested Rawat
on corruptioncharges, the party ga-
vetheticket to Bhandari.

In Daryaganj ward, former may-
or, Leader of Opposition and senior
Congress functionary Farhad Suri
has been nominated by Congress
again against BJP’s Lalit Bhambri.
In 2017, Suri’s niece, Yasmin Kid-
wai, contested the election after the
seat was reserved for women and
won by a narrow margin of 59 votes.
Bhambri's wife, Meeta, stood se-
cond and got 7,500 votes.

In Sriniwaspuri ward, former BJP
councillor and zonal chairman Rajpal
Singh will face AAP’s Indu Verma.
Verma was a two-time councillor from
Congress (2002-2007 and 2007-2012) and
joined AAPin2021. Shealso held vario-
us positions during her tenure, inclu-
dingas the zonal chairman.
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“Death of two in sewer: DDA’s apathy egregious,
says HC; seeks DDA vice-chairman’s presence '

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Calling “egre-
gious” the “apathy” of the Delhi
Development Authority over
the death of two people inside a
sewer earlier this year, the Delhi
High Court on Monday sought
the presence of DDA vice-chair-
man before it on the next date
of hearing.

A sweeper and a security
guard had died on September
9 in Outer Delhi’s Mundka area
after they inhaled toxic gases
inside a sewer,

The incident occurred when
a sweeper had gone down to
clean the sewer and fainted. A
security guard who rushed to

his rescue also fell unconscious,
and both died.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma,
which was hearing a public
interest litigation (PIL) initi-
ated by the court on its own
based on a news report of the
incident, noted, admittedly, the
compensation of Rs 10 lakh, as
directed by the court, has not
been paid to the family of the
deceased by the DDA.

The bench, also comprising
Justice Subramonium Prasad,
further observed the DDA has
not filed any documents in the
case and the “Vice-Chairman,
DDA, is also not present today
for reasons best known to him’.

It noted there was no application
from the official seeking exemp-
tion from personal appearance.

“The apathy exhibited by
DDA, in the instant matter,
is egregious in the opinion of
this court. In view of the above,
the Vice-Chairman, DDA, is
directed to be present in court
tomorrow, the bench ordered.

The court also directed
the DDA to file an affidavit, as
directed by it last month, on the
issue of granting compassionate
appointment to a member of the
families of the deceased.

On QOctober 6, the court had
directed the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), under whose
jurisdiction the incident took

place, to pay Rs 10 lakh each
as compensation to the fami-
lies of the deceased and con-
sider granting compassionate
appointment.

It had also sought the pres-
ence of the vice chairman of the
authority in case the order was
not complied with till the next
date of hearing,

The court had then
remarked it was unfortunate
that even after 75 years of Inde-
pendence, the poor were forced
to work as manual scavengers.

On September 12, the
high court had taken suc
motu cognisance of the two
deaths and directed that a PIL
be registered.



