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‘Govt pulls up official
over land demarcation

HT Ce Cnrrespondent i

e
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELH!: Delhi revenue min-
ister Kailash Gahlot on Tucsday
pulled up district magistrate
(south) Monica Priyadarshini
over her alleged “inaction” on an
order to carry out a fresh demar-
cation exercise of the Mehrauli
Archaeological Park, around
which authorities have been
demolishing illegal buildings
that have mushroomed over the
past years.

Demarcation is an exercise
intended4o establish the extent
of the area under the legal
owner's right on the land, which
is carried out by the revenue
department.

On Saturday, Gahlot issued an
order to the DM, directing her to
carry out the fresh demarcation
exercise and was advised to
inform Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) officials about
the povernment orders,

Ina lener dated Tuesday, the

<

In the face of
demolition by DDA,
non-compliance
makes the DM
complicitin the
whole affair,

KAILASH GAHLOT,
revenue minister

minister said, “T am informed
that none of the directions have
been complied with, In the face
of large-scale demolition by
DDA, such non-compliance by
DM (south} with regard to
demarcation exercise which is
the basis for carrying out demo-
lition activities makes the DM
(sourh} complicit in the whole
affair.”

He added: "DM (south) is once
again directed to comply with
the directions contained in my

order with immediate effect
under Intimation to my office.”

HT has seen a copy of the let-
ter.

The DM did not respond to
requests for comment,

Gahlotalso sent a copy of the
fresh order to DDA, reiterating
that the demolition drive cannot
be carried out without a fresh
demarcation exercise.

A revenue department official
said, “The demolition isa quasi-
judicial operation and the last
demarcation was done in
December 2021, The appellate
autherity in this case is SDM
Saket, who has not received any
appeal or objection from the
recorded owners (DDA) or any
other stakeholders against the
demarcation.”

The 2021 demarcation was
done on DDA’s request by the
revenue department of the Delhi
government, said a government
official who added the purpose
was to determine land owner-
shipand illegal encroachments.
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Inmates At Shelter Fight For Roof Over Head

SARAI KALE KHAN: Say No Alternative Site Provided, Decide To Move Court Against Proposed Demolition

¥ibha.Sharma
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The recent deci-

gion of Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board to demao-
lishanight shelter adjacent to
Dethi Development Authori-
ty's first bamboo park near
the Sarai Kale Khan bus ter-
minaltriggered a controversy
on Werdnesday morning.

The shelter inmates called
the action “unjustified"”, asdid
Indu Prakash Singh, member
of State Lovel Shelter Monito-
ring Committee (SLSMC). Ata
gathering at the night shelter
on Tuesday night, a decision
was taken to oppose the demo-
lition and to approach the Su-
preme Court and Delhi High
Court. Singh informed Lhe
shelter residents that the
structure was going to be de-
molished without an alternati-
vesite being provided.

“The shelter will be remo-
ved to ereatea smooth entran-
ce to Baansera, the bamhboo
park develuped by DDA, But
noalternative space has been

010s: Tarun Rawat

provided for the shelter, lea-
ving numerous homeless peo-
ple  without a reof,” said
Singh. SLSMC was constitu-
ted on the order of the Supre-
meCoyrlin 2018,

Singh told the gathering,
“an apenda was placed at the
DUSIA meeting on Monday in
which theapproval of SLEMC
was sought Lo bring down the
homeless shelter. When no
place to shift to was provided,
1 strongly opposed the move.
While police have called the
shelter inmates ‘eriminals’,
DDA plans todemolish the ho-
me to create a passage for a
dream projeet for the G20
events.” DDA did not respond
to TOI's queries onan alterna-
tivesite for theshelter:

Tuesday's gathering was
arranged todocument the voi-
cesof theaffected people who
were living in the facility for
years. RD Sharma remonstra-
tedd, "Wearenot eriminalsand
if palice have any allegations,
they must list the people with
criminal recordsliving here "
Girish Tiwarl added, “We

might be poor and homeless
but that doesn’t mean we are
all thieves. If police alreacdy
have such a perception about
us, who can we then pursue in
caseof need?”

Tnaletter o DUSIB's depu
ty director onJanuary 31, aco-
by of which is with TOL, the
executive engineer of DDA's
hortieultre department wro-
te, "The L&' secretarial has
given directions on January
95 to shifl the night sheltey Lo-
cated at the enivance of the
bambeo park. It isalso intima.
ted that the Paansera site has
been sejected for one of the
meetings related o the G20
summit in Delbi. Therefore,
action shgd]d be taken on an
urgent basis.”

O February 7. Delni Poli-
8 Wrnte |o the shelter board
CEO Stating that the crime
trend in the vicinity of night
shelter home suggested a ara
dual inoyepse in thefts, snat-
chings gpd robberies since
2014 (theyear when theshelter
Was sot mﬂ and, therefore, it
would pe peteer to shift the

shelter to another location.
“The accommodation has he-
come & favourite hideout for
bad characters and history
sheeters,” the DCP (South-

Eust) wrote. Asked about this, -
police officers claimed it was 4

only an ‘observation’ sent to
theauthority concerned.

On Febroary 9, an email i

wassentio the civil division for
the identification of a designa-
ted place where the homeless
shelter could be shifted. There-
sponse was that no such place
was currently available The
meeting on Monday therefore
had an item asking for a prope-
sal to be submitted to SLSMC
“to allow the removal of the
shelter without an alternative
Iocation”. The DUSIB CEQ was
nolavailable [ora comment.
SLSMC chairman Ramesh
Negi, meanwhile, said that
the committee considered the

proposal to remove the home -

altogether provided the inma-
tes were shifted to another
shelter with minimal incon-
venience and nehody wasren-
dered homeless,
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Sadia Akhtar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's lieutenant
governor (LG) VK Saxena on
Tuesday directed the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
to stop the ongoing demolition
drive in villages around the Meh-
rauli Archaeological Park until
further instructions, officials in
the LG office said.

The direction from the LG,
who is also the chairman of
DDA, came after a group of resi-
dents from the affected areas
met him as part of a Bhartiya
Janta Party (BJP) delegation, and
sought relief from the drive
which has affected thousands of
people in the neighbourhood
and left many more in suspense
over the fate of their homes.

After the meeting, Saxena
directed the vice-chairman of
DDA and the local administra-
tion to halt the drive, assured
residents that their grievances
will be looked into, and told
them that anomalies pointed out
by them — in the demarcation of
land by the Delhi government's
revenue department in 2021, and
that many of the affected resi-
dents have legal ownership doc-
uments — will be ironed out.

The anti-encroachment drive
has so far impacted 135 houses,
according to police officers. Till
Monday evening, officials had
said they “reclaimed” 4,180.6
square metres of land from
Ladha Sarai village and areas
around it. It was not clear how
many more houses were on the
radar.

The demolition began last Fri-
day, in the wake of a proposed
G20 meeting at the park in South
Delhi that has around 55 monu-
ments under the protection of
DDA, the state archaeological
department, and the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India, Officials
of Delhi’s Jand-owning;
have so far insisted that the

action is in conso '
directions by the %ﬂ

People gather around a backhoe loader demolishing a residential

building in Mehrauli on Tuesday.

court, which has, several times
in the past few years, ordered
that encroached land be cleared.

The BJP delegation to the LG
included the party’s national vice
president Baijayant Jay Panda,
Delhi BJP working president Vir-
endra Sachdeva, and south Delhi
MP Ramesh Bidhuri.

Panda blamed mismanage-
ment by the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) for the drive.

“The demolition was done
due to the wrong demarcation
done by the Delhi government
revenue department. The
affected home owners of Meh-
rauli, who were part of the meet-
ing (with LG) shared their con-
cerns about ongoing demolition
drive, We are committed to help-
ing people resolve their issues.
The AAP back-stabbed the peo-
ple of Mehrauli by wrongly
demarcating homes which were
officially registered for half a
century. BJP stood with resi-
dents and supported them. A
fresh demarcation will be done
according to law, and there will
be no injustice to anyone,”
Panda said.

Since the drive began, the
AAP has been vehemently
opposing it, and has claimed that
the BJP carried out the demoli-

RAI K RAJ/HT PHOTO

tions because it had lost the
December 2022 Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi elections.

Revenue minister Kailash
Gahlot, too, has termed the
demarcation drive flawed, and
ordered the district magistrate
(south) to carry out fresh demar-
cation.

No comment was available on
Tuesday from DM (south) Mon-
ica Priyadarshini. A revenue
department official, however,
said: “Itis a quasi-judicial opera-
tion and the demarcation was
done in December 2021, The
appellate authority in this case is
SDM Saket who has not received
any appeal or objection from
recorded owners (DDA) or any
other stakeholdérs against the
demarcation. Since the revenue
assistant did not receive any
appeal against the December
2021 demarcation, no case was
instituted for re-demarcation of
the land.”

Officials in the LG office said
that, after hearing the grievances
of the residents, Saxena assured
them that no injustice will be
done to any rightful owner of
land, The LG said the residents’
complaints will be thoroughly
examined and if any misdeed'on
part of any official was found,
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Mehrauli demolitions: LG tells

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high
court on Tuesday directed
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to extend
status quo on its demolition
drive at several properties in
south Delhi’s Mehrauli till
February 16, and censured
the agency for not making
the demarcation report of the
area public. Justice Manmeet
Pritam Singh Arora, while
hearing a batch of 15 pleas

inst the drive, asked DDA
to file its counter affidavit in

‘DDAto pause, examine papers

HC directs DDA to extend status |‘
quo at some buildings till Feb 16

the matter, while granting
petitioners the opportunity
to meet with the deputy
director of land management
at DDA's office at 3.30pm on
Wednesday to verify their
title deeds. The matter will

next be heard on Thursday.
The court also extended
the status quo at the Gosiya
Slum Colony till Friday after
DUSIB said it is in their list of
jhuggi clusters and residents
are eligible for rehabilitation.
HTC

strict action will be taken against
the erring officials, Saxena, how-
ever, reiterated that any illegal
encroachment or unauthorised
occupation surrounding the her-

_itage monuments will be

removed, in line the orders of the
high court, the officials added.

In response to Panda's char-
ges, AAP chief spokesperson
Saurabh Bharadwaj said in a
tweet; “If BJP and LG saab is
back-stabbed by AAP, what stops
your LG saab to dismiss all offi-
cers of revenue (department) &
DDA who were involved in this
demolition. Challenge accepted
?" In another tweet, he said:
“What has happened today is the
victory of AAP and people of
Delhi. BJP had lately realised
that their LG saab is making
them unpopular every passing
day.”

Earlier on Tuesday, DDA con-
tinued its demolition drive in
Mehrauli's Ward No 1, razing a
two-storey house next to Gurd-
wara Baba Banda Singh
Bahadur, and several other
smaller houses in the area,

Last week, DDA officials
brought down several multi-sto-
rey buildings and other houses
in Mehraul's Ward No. 8 of Meh-
rauli, leading to 'protests from

residents who claimed they were
caught unawares, and were not
given a chance to seek relief,

One resident, Neha Khan, for
instance, said that her two sto-
rey-house adjacent to the gurd-
wara was demolished even as
the family approached court
seeking relief.

“We have lived here for dec-
ades and have all the documents
including the electricity bill. The
land is registered. We
approached the court today but
despite our pleas, they went
ahead and demolished our
house. We have nowhere else to
go now,” said Khan, while com-
forting her mother who cried
inconsolably.

One of Khan's neighbours also
received a notice, but her build-
ing was not demolished on Tues-
day. Shweta Rathi, 33, said that

she was born and brought up in
the house. “My parents lived in
this house. I grew up here too.
We have all the documents and
the land registered. Suddenly,
they woke up and realised that
there is an issue. The govern-
ment is offering a helping hand |
in Turkey to people whose
houses were destroyed but our
houses are being demolished
houses here,” she said.
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ACTION AGAINST ‘ENCROACHMENT' IN MEHRAULI

i

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
MEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14

BOARD EXAMINATIONS under-
way as their farnilies served evic-
tion notices amid the DDA's
demolition drive in Mehrauli,
students in classes X and Xl are
adesperate ok

“I have my Urdu exam on
February 24. just 10 days to g0
and looking at my house, 1 am
ot in a state to prepare for any-
thing right now.” said Samra, as
her family gathered their be-
longings and durmped them into
an open space behind their
home, after they were asked by
the authorities to vacate the
premises as 50an as possible.

Samra, 15, isa 10th grade stu-
dent from the Sarvodaya Kamya
Vidyalaya No. 2 in Mehrauli's
Main Bazar. She was borm and
brought up in this house, and
lives in a joint family of 15-plus
members.

*They should at least wait
unitil our exams end. | am sodis-
heartened looking at ny family

When Board

I

right now that | am not able to
focus. | have not been o school
in four days now as | was help-
ing them pack our belongings,”
she said,

Right behind her house, near

. Rt

Jameela Masjid, shanties were
demolished with a bulldozer on
Tuesday as Samra broke down.
“Where will we go when it gets
dark; our belongings are all in
the open?”

ARVIS [0S

Her family said they have
lived here for aver 40 years.

“Her grandmother, Bilkis
Begum (70), said: “We have all
the registry papers but no oneis
ready to take alook at them.”

(From left) Samra; Sanya; TanyaIdrishi, Sanya lqlﬁshi.Sam

tad

emolition

T -

ra and Shaheen Idrishi

Shaheen Idnishi, 18, walked
towards Jameela Masjid, right
next to her home, holding a
Quran inher hand, as her family
vacated the premises. All that re-
mained at their heme was a cot

and empty cupboirds. "W don't
want to disrespeq t the Quran by
placing it in aur broken home,”
Idrishi said,

Idrishi, a class {2 student
studying at Sarvodaya Kanya
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Vidyalaya in Mehrauli, has alsa
lived in this house all her life. "]
have my Hindi exam on
February 20 but | am distracted.

e want to place a demand to -

postpone our exams. | have been

drive

picking up household belong-
ingsnstead of my hooks the past
few days. How can one study
here?"

\drishi's sister Tanya, who IS
in the 10th grade in the same
school, said they have
concerns with their school, but
haven't heard back.

Both sisters dreamof becom-
ing air hostesses.

“I have not been to school in
three days. An entire year of my
careerwill gowaste if the exams
are not postponed,” said Sanya.
another class 12 student from
Ramanujan Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya.

She is the youngest of three
siblingsand her family haslived
here for three decades.

Many class 10 students also
said they might nat be able to
choose a stream of their choice
if they don't score enough.

“There are many students in
Mehrauli going through the
same,” Sanya said.

OnTuesday évening, the res-
idents of Mehrauli shared that
they-got-a stay oider of three
days after the L-G intervesied.
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Delhi L-G tells DDA to stop demolition
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EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14
FIVE DAYS after bulldozers
landed in Mehrauli to demolish
illegal homes and shops, leaving
dozens without a roof over their
head, Delhi Lisutenant-Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxenaordered the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA} to cease its demolition
drive till further orders.

This followed ameeting with

residents of Mehrauli and Ladha
Sarai villages in South Delhi.

Saxena directed the DDA
vice-chairman and the local ad-
ministration to "immediately”
stop the drive and assured the
residents that their grievances,
aswell as any anomalies related
to the demarcation of land,
would be examined.

The L-G, Raj Niwas officials
said, assured the delegation that
"noinjustice™ will be done toany
rightful owner of land. Saxena

also assured strict action for any

“misdeed" by agovernmentoffi-

cial in this connection.
However, Saxena reiterated

that while no action would be |

taken against “legal and rightful
occupants”, anyillegal encroach-
ment or unauthorised occupa-

tion surrounding heritage mon- |

uments will be removed,

FULL COVERAGE
PAGE 6

L-G asks DDA to hit
brakes on bulldozers

LR S

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 14
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR Vinai
Kumar Saxena Tuesday ordered
the Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) tostop its demolition drive
at Mehrauli and its adjacent
Ladha Sarai village till further in-
structions.

Saxena's orders came on the
fifth day of the drive. They also in-
Icluded directions to carry out a
fresh demarcation exercise in the
area following what Raj Niwas
sources termed were ‘anomalies’
in the process, dating back to a
similar exercise by the Delhi gov-
ernment in 2021, cited by resi-
dents during their conversation
with the L-G.

Saxena, in his capacity as the
DDA chairman, directed the
body's vice chairman and the lo-
cal administration to “immedi-
ately” stop the demolition drive
and assured the residents that
their grievances would belooked
into and the anomalies pointed
out by them examined.

“Having heard the grievances
of the residents atlength, the L-G
assured them that no injustice
will be done to any rightful owner
of land. He said the residents’
complaints will be thoroughly ex-
amined and if any misdeed on
part of any official was found,
strictaction will be taken against
the erring officials,” a Raj Niwas
official said.

The L-G, however, reiterated
that while noactionwill be taken
against legal and rightful occu-
pants, any illegal encroachment
or unauthorised occupation sur-
rounding the heritage monu-
ments will be removed forthwith,
in pursuance of the orders of the
Delhi High Court in this regard.

Meanwhile, the Delhi govern-
ment said Gahiot had pulled up
DM (South) for inaction' on the
drive.Gahlot had directed the DM
tocarry outa “fresh demarcation
of thedisputed area” last Saturday.

“DM (South) neither com-

Saxena's orders came on the fifth day of the drive. Tashi Tobgyal

plied with the demarcation order,
nor asked the DDA to stop mak-
ing them clearly complicit in the
demolitiondrive,” Gahlot alleged.

Politics around the episode
continued tosimmerwith the BJP,
which claimed credit for leading
the delegation of affected village
residents to Raj Niwas, thanking
him for the move and the AAP ac-
cusing the BJP of having at-
ternpted to“tamish the image” of
CM Arvind Kejriwal.

BJP Delhi spokesperson
PraveenShankar Kapoorsaid BJP
natienal vice president Baijayant
Jay Panda had takenthe initiative
to arrange the meeting and led
the residents alongwith Delhi BJP
working president Virendra
Sachdeva and South Delhi MP
Ramesh Bidhuri to Raj Niwas,

“The -G hasgivengreat relief
tothe peaple by assuring them he
would stop the demalition with
immediate effect. It is regrettable
that many houses were demol-
ished due tothe negligence of the
Delhi government,” Panda said.

AAP Malviya Nagar MLA
Somnath Bharti alleged that the
BJP's claim that the AAP govern-
ment had anything todo with the
Mehrauli demolition “clearly
shows their malice and falsehood
driven agenda”,

Status quo on
demolition after 15

pleas by residents

New Defhi: In a batch of 15 pleas
against the Delhi Development
Authority demolition drive with
respect to various properties in
Mehrauli, the Delhi High Court
Tuesday directed the continuation
of status quo on the demolition
action until Thursday.

A drive was carried out in
Mehrauli ward number 1, oppo-
site Adham Khan's tomb Monday.

Asinglejudgebenchof Justice
Manmeet Pritam Singh Arora di-
rected each of the petitioners in
thebatchalongwiththeir respec-
tive counsels to meet the Deputy
Director of Land Management at
DDA's office at 3.30 pm on
Wednesday for verification of
their respectivetitle deeds. The HC
hasdirected the authoritytofilea
demarcation reporton the subject
properties by 12 pm Wednesday.
Withthese directions, the HC said
that status quoon thedemolition
action will continue till February
16. Justice Arora asked DDA why
the demarcation report was not
shared with residents, asking
them fora copy so residents can
raise objections if any, ENS
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Headache for officials
preparing for G20: 6k
potholes, 7k manholes

Y e AR A YR 2 TS TR AU R

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 14

MAJOR ARTERIAL roads and colony roads
appear to be unsafe for both vehicle users
and pedestrians, as government data re-
vealsthat the national capital has 6,233 pot-
holes and 7,728 uncovered/uneven man-
holes on the stretch maintained by the
Public Works Department (PWD) and
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD).

As per the report, on average, there are
atleast three potholes every kilometre. The
report said there are 6,233 potholes across
the city,of which 2,146 potholes are on the
PWD roads, besides broken and uneven
stretches, Of the total, 817 potholes are on
102 roads in the South zone, spread across
379.74 k. There are 761 potholes on East
Delhi's 220 roads, and 568 potholes on 73
roads under North Delhi.

As per officials, 61 per cent of the pot-
hoeles have been repaired in the East zone,
51%in South and 53% in North, where the
workis held up due to sewer line laying by
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB).

Meanwhile, MCD roads, which are 30
feet wide, have 4,783 potholes. The areas
under MCD are divided into ten zones with
4,087 potholes on 46.37 km, The most —
2,500 potholes — have been identified in
the Najafgarh zone.

The reportshows thatthe MCD hasonly
completed 5.23% of the repair work on
these damaged roads, the deadline of
whichisMarch31.

Similarly, a large number of open/un-
covered/precast slabs manholes were
found in MCD areas, which are mostly
colony roads, the report said. There are
4,783 manholes in dire need of repair and
maintenance, it said, adding that the cor-
poration has only repaired 3.67 per cent of
manholes.

L-G Vinai Kumar Saxena has asked all
departments, including PWD, MCD, DDA
and other road agencies, to repair these
roads before the G20 Summit. Targets and
timelines have been set for completing the
work. “We are working on fixing all these
roads and are trying to complete them by
the targeted date. There is a fund issue, we
alsorequire funds for the major road repair
and maintenance work. The works are
closely monitored by the L-G,” said officials,
adding that 487 roads spread over 526.601
lkam of roads are going to get new resurfac-

ing.

While resurfacing roads, potholes, and
broken and uneven patches will also be
fixed with bitumen layering, added the of-
ficials. “Work is already under process and
nearly 45 per cent is completed. The ten-
dering process is going on for further re-
pairs,” said aPWD official.
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LG asks DDA to
halt Mehrauli
demolition drive

G V K Saxena on Tuesday
_ordered DDA to stop its
demolition drive at Mehrau-
liand Ladha Sarai villagetill
further instructions, after a

»HC orders status quo
till February 16, P5

delegation of residents from
the affected areas called
upon Saxena at Raj Niwas
and “eited anomalies in land
demarcation”, PS
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.Bulldozers Retreat, But Uncertaln Lgersa

LG Tells DDA To Put Drive On
Hold Till Further Instructions

DREAMS IIIIEE A CRASH LANDING

Times News Network

New Delhi: Lieutenant gover-
nor Vinai Kumar Saxena on Tu-
esday ordered Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) to stop
its demolition drive at Mehrau

“ li and adjacent Ladha Sarai vil-
lage till further instructions.

“Thedecision was taken af-

ter a delegation of residents

» from the villages called upon
Saxenaat Raj Niwas toseck re-
lief, citing anomalies in the de-
marcation of land in the areas

. that was carried out by Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment in 2021," said a statemnent
issued by the LG office.

SOMNATH BHARTI 5AYS

What has happened
today Is the victory of
AAP and the people of
Delhi. BIP has realised
that the LG Is making it
unpopular with every
passing day

Saxena, whao is also the
DDA chairman, directed the
body's vice-chairman, DDA
and the local administration
to “immediately” stop the de-
molition drive and assured
the residents that their grie-
vances would be looked into
and the anomalies pointed
out by them examined.

The LG also reassured the
residents that no injustice
will be done to any rightful
owner of the land, "He said
theresidents' complaints will
be thoroughly examined and
if any misdeed on part of any
official was found, striet
n will be taken against t.hn
4" the Raj Ni-

1.

The development trigge-
red yet another war of words
between BJP and AAP BJP's
Delhi in-charge Baijayvant Jay
Panda said that AAP had
“backstabbed” the common
people of Mehrauli by
“wrongly demarcating ho-
mes which had been officially
registered for half a centu-

*. BJD, on the other hand,
had stood by the residents and
supported them, he added.

AAP MLA Saurbah Bhard-
waj countered the charge, ar-
guing, “What stops the LG
from dismissing all officers of
reventle and DDA who were in
volved inthis demolition?™

Party MLA Somnath
Bhartisaid, “What hashappe-
ned today is the victory of
AAP and the people of Delhi.
BJP has realised that the LG
is making it unpopular with
every passingday”

Meanwhile, revenuemini-
ster Kailash Gahlot pulled up
the district magistrate (so-
uth) for not complying with
his earlierorder on Mehrauli,
in which he had asked that a
freshdemarcationexercise in
thearea be carried out.

DDA had earlier submit-
ted that the demolition would
be carried out only as per the
demarcation report prepared
in 2021 and only encroachers
would be removed.

In an official note, Gehlot
said, "l am informed that none
of the above directions has be-
en complied with. In the face of
large-scaledemolition by DDA,
such non-compliance with re-
gard tothe demarcation exerci-
se, which is the basis for carry-
ing out demolition activities,
makes the DM (south) compli-
eitin the whole affair”

Hohas again asked the DV
to comply wnhtlm dars.

HC orders status quo on DDA action till February16

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: Delhi High Court on Tues-
day ordered status quo till February 16
on DDA's demolition drive in Mehrauli

Hearingabunchof 15petitions, the
single-judge bench of Justice Manme-
etPritamSingh Aroradirected DDA to
file a demarcation report on the pro-
perties by noon on Wednesday

The bench also granted an oppor-
tunity to the resident petitioners and
their counsels to meet the deputy di-
rector of land management at DDA's
office at 3.90pm Wednesday for verifi-
cationof their title deeds.

On Friday, HC had ordered sta-
tus quo on the DDA action of demo-
lishing a slum cluster in Mehrauli

Ground zero: Amld debris, prayers,

@‘Nmesgml.rp com

New Delhi: Asthe bulldozers
retreated from Mehrauli fol-
lowing the Delhi High Court
order and the lieutenant go-
vernor's direction to cease
the demolition drive for the
time being, the angst-ridden
residents were relieved but
still wary of what the future
holds for their homes,

On Tuesday, the fifthday of
DDA's effort to crack down on
constructions on what the
agency saysisagreen belt that
is part of the Mehrauli Archu-
eological Park, there were pe-
ople who heaved a sigh of reli-
ef when the LG ordered a cos-
sation following Delhi High
Court ordering a status quo
about the properties near the
historic area till February 16.
Though four or five houses
were brought down on Tues-
day, Amina was one of those
whose immediate fears had
been allayed. “We are relieved
as of now, but we are sure yet
of the bulldezers not coming

back,” said Amina. COURT'S STAND EARLIER
Thenewsof thebulldozer | After indlan National Trust for Art | TUESDAY HC ordered

leaving the locality around and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) ‘status quo' on DDA action of
Spm spread like wildfire. moved a petition in July 2019, demolishing various properties
Amit Chaudhry, aresidentof | H directed that the entire near Mehrauli Archaeological
Pearl Apartments, whichhad | area under the park be freed Park till February 16, The
got a court stay order on de- | from encroachment. The order was passed while
molitions, sgid. Thisisare- | ourt also cautioned that hearing a bunch of
?gé‘? for . “;“;fl:“‘,‘?’zl‘_‘:i no construction activity shall pleas agalnst the drive.

Csont bur ews to the aut. | Deallowedin the area without its | The courtalso directed DDA
ﬁ;rﬁes nd the eourts ana | Permission and every violation to file a demarcatlon report

3 would be ‘viewed strictly’ an the propertles by tomorrow

hope that people will not

till February 14 after counsel for the

petitioner said theslum wasona list
published by Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB) in
2018, recording existence of 400
Jhuggis in the cluster It was submit-
ted that the land-owningagency was
obliged to rehabilitate the residents
prior totheir eviction.

The beneh also extended till Fe-
bruary 17 status quo on the demoli-
tion drive at the Gosiyaslum colony
after DUSIB submitted that the
slum is in its list of jhuggl clusters
and eligible for rehabilitation. The
court sought DDA's response after
its counsel said that since the slums
were demolished in 2012, they are
noteligible for rehabilitation.

COURT’S ORDER ON

HC stays demolition of slum
cluster near Pragati Maidan

elhi High Court on Tuesday stayed

the demalitionof asluminthe
wvicinity of Pragat! Maidan by Public
Works Department and sought a report
from the Centre and Delhi government
authorities on the issue. Justice
Prathiba M Singh said PWD, Delhl Urban
Shelter Improvement Board and
Railways were “speakingindifferent
voices” and directed thata meeting be
held toarrive ata consensus. en

Meanwhile, another single-judge
bench of Justice Mini Pushkarna on
Tuesday issued notice on a plea see
king directions to restrain DDA from

DDA'S ARGUMENT

Says It plans to clear 20 acres
in Mehrauli, which was part

of Mehrauli Archaeological
Park and lllegally

occupied. According

to the agency, a "total

station survey' was

carried out on August 13,

2021, to demarcate the area for
the park. It says demalition will
be conducted according to the
demarcation report and only
encroachers will be removed

RESIDENTS" CONCERN
Houses and flats have been
registered by Delhi government,
electricity connections

have been given and

MCD taxes also paid.

These prove that our

homes are legal units,

they say. Residents demand
action against DDA, Delhi
government staff and police as
the constructions took place
under thelr nose

lose their homes."

While Amina was lucky,
those whose houses were de-
molished on Saturday and

Monday could be seen mour-
ning on the roads. The resi-
denta of the neighbouring

Green Apartments gathered
on the ground foor and con-
ducted a daylong chanting of

carrying out its demolition drive ne-
ar Mehrauli Archaeological Park till
a fresh demarcation of the area is
conducted. The bench also directed
that related matters be listed before
the bench of Delhi HC Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma.

“Considering the submissions
made and the fact that a similar issue
is already being considered by a divi-
sion bench of this court, it is deemed
expedient to place the matter before
thedivision bench,” said the bench.

Thecourt was hearinga pleamo
ved by Mehrauli Minorities Resi-
dential and Shop Owners Welfare
Association, aregistered society, for
directions to carry out a joint de-
marcation in thearea.

the Hanuwman Chalisa to save  with five floors of 15-20 flats.
thelr flats. The lane alone has
10 residential pomplexes, cach

“We are sufforing due to
the mistakes of the bureau-

DDA has been carrying out a de-
molition drive near Mehraull Ar-
chaeological Park In Ladha Saraj
village. According to the petitioner,
the area has various slums, many
mosques and dargahs which are
wagf properties. The counsel appe-
aring for the petitioner society said
DDA had suddenly started the de-
molition drive in the area without
consulting DUSIB.

The counsel apprised the court
about a February 11 order passed by
Delhi government's minister of re-
venue directing fresh demarcation
aof the area. He added that the SDM
was yet to carry it out and that DDA
was carrying out the demolition on
thebasis of a 2021 demarcation.

tears & anger

Phatys: Sanjeey Rastogi

crats. Our properties do not
lie in the forest area,” nsis-
ted Jvoti Dangwal, who owns
a flat in Green Apartments.
“The residents are living in
trepidation of the bulldozers
and there should be a perma-
nent solution tothe issue.”

Raj Kunwar Singh, who li-
ves in Lakshmi Sagar Apart-
ments and has the assurance of
acourt stay againstdemolition,
said, “There would be fresh de-
marcation of forest land. The
revenue department must also
clarify that the plots are not
partof thearchaeplogical park.
There isaclear line behind that
separates the forest area from
theresidentialarea.”

Agcording to DDA, a total
station survey was carried
out in 2021 and areas belong-
ing to the Mehrauli Archaeo-
logical Park demarcated
DDA claims that demolition
would only target encroa-
chers as per the demarcation
reportof 2021

Aman has lived with his
sister and brother in the area
for over two decades after his
parents died. “What more do
we have other than our ho-
me?" he asked. "It is difficult
tosleep when the mind is bur-
dened by the thought that the
house will be razed down.”

Meanwhile, the LG's office
said, “Having heand the grie-
vancesof theresidents, the LG
assured the residents that no
injustice will be done o any

rightful owner of land.” The

residents’ complaints would

be examined and if any misde-
od an part of any official was
discovered, action would be ta-
ken against them.



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

NAME OF NFWSPAPERS.

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

LIBRARY

ook Ao Lok el

M fife e S AR T T A
g o | SR o S & e
FeaiE i A AR ST A e

TrEHiE i wHEE TR S

¥ 21 TEr 3 TRl fum W
i TN HeA w400 F
e gl 1 S R e
ofifa 1 A W e
¢ frt = ke ) e T
T FE S W T A A
= 4 e e e A
mﬁaﬁﬁm\‘%ﬂm

aﬁmﬁzﬁwfﬂw
o 9 3 w E EE e T
o o 7 WeU § el R |
T TR e e e R
AT H G T W AF T F
T T A e R
i ferett o oo EE)
# = Wim 71 ey A R
mﬁsaﬁmﬁm@qmﬁ
R F g A AT
¥z Uz WA o SAER 5

mmwﬁw
S T ST = 9 & T
o T, TR T A I R Mg e AR

ww%ﬁsﬁﬁm

Tl g wwel 3 s il e

7§ e, (o ) - el v A et
SRV ST B 3 U A T

firenfererdt (<jim) ) R 31 & 3l 6 few
A d e R e o @ fda g
e WA S welia W S sA A A

mm%wm«?'ﬂ

= et (T Fait) -« ool e

msﬂﬁqﬁmﬁﬂéﬁﬁlm‘lmﬂé’r

e T e e e A
it e E e e e
T ¥ gk el T 9 e el
A9} T feram 7 g0 9 fowa gl
i Ty T o 5 B
1 & T e e e, 17
i F w 7feg F A W
e s Titerer 2 fo arferifcdl

| A e
o1 T & A R 3
w1 v B o & AR
5 et T i o] e
ot o e e ¢ | ey et
& 70 H w20 7 O v
o § U T T A AR
7 A g T W

W(M)ﬁ#%wg ﬂﬁzﬁzaﬁ’r{?ﬂ%ﬂéﬂm;ﬂﬁaﬁw
i T T 3 foR e T sferRT 3 s
%ﬂmﬂggﬂﬁg S o 1 3 1 el e 1 T s # S
oot e (B @) Sl g de. BT T s A #dewe A 2 i w d e ol ) e 3w
5 T e | e 3 A A I S AN T 2 o o G A R 3 T TR b G e o 1 A
e i msfa’fsﬂaaiﬁsagﬂm il &, iy 31 WA WA W d S e o & g S 400 W 6
5 el e e B TR R R et o e TR WA S W ke e T 1 UR et e o e TR
O | WA TR AT T 7 e 3 ol # o S e o 21 7 g e o A 5 e
I A T O WA DHGTH g i o7 0 €1 ) e e A W TR T 21 S, e o e
T & W TAW (FATIRY i g ] o S F AR A 3 s e #) et e v T T
Pl R 50 12 A ) et 1 o T S TR A T E, T A G W 52 e S 3 A e, 7 o T S
ks adbal Sl il e . o
T 35 27 B 5 R e gﬂﬁmﬁﬂnqﬁélmﬂmgﬂgmaﬂﬁﬁf o T 21 e 2
Haklelt 31k s TR i A 319 9 @bl dswis...

78 ool (U el ) vl i e = et v el e A uar o ad e @ 413 e o e
aé}s‘mmaaﬂ%mqmmm«mﬂmmmwamammmwwmm
i & 1 g A & Pl & vo mEe Y SR ) oet 3 e o R RE A A B F 2021 9
ottt TR g ff & e 3 i ©1 s & 5 I g Yo dhem ot ) el A affReea dlam
wﬁm wﬂwﬁwmmmﬂmmmmﬁm&mhm
T 20 figa s 3R 3 &R & T3 il @) R & i 3t e | geeh 1 i 21 Rrewm ) fer
M'rcﬁ’mm%mﬁwmwﬁmtwaﬁmaﬁMWmﬁmf&waﬁ

¥ A 9 AREE F T

i 3 55 T T

e e T Fe T E),  WElEr TR W f w20 7 Frm ¥ e & A 1

s mﬁmﬁmﬁﬂm%

ammaaanenmmrﬁmﬁamﬁmmmam

T e S W q?a‘r i
m%mﬁiﬂﬁwagﬁ%wig
Eoeec] e RIEER
qﬂmaﬁmm%ﬁfmmwﬁ
T e 9 @ e
amfewt @ wfarTen T %
Ty (o SR T fen
A3 sl A ¥ s a1

e 5 S A T

gﬁmﬁaﬁﬁmmﬂﬁﬁﬁmmﬁrﬁuﬁ 3R W P e T W T E, T S iRl & e
et | B Getatt - SRR 6 Bt IR Wt Wferest & g o7 aar A & A |

WG 3 e ) = B e

| w3 W 4 e A g d ek
L T T Rk e A R

ﬂmﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬁ%‘ﬁlﬁ%ﬁﬁ
it e 21 728 anien B e Tow
5 e v ST e
Al 3 B W T W T
T T T A e e e Y

| e R s

T g A 3 o e A iR

ﬁﬁsmmﬁmmiﬂm

T
T i vREN SR
o ¥ A T PR
w7 gy, i W i W R
ﬁﬁ?ﬁaﬁ«mﬁ?léﬁ:ﬁﬁ i
g 3 T B il
et
maég&amﬁaﬁgﬂ“
e g e it At
R e m
{& o e 3 o 0

i
|
:




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

- THE HINDU Wednesday, February 15, 2023

/-

' IN BRIEF

| L-G asks DDA to
halt demolition
| drive in Mehrauli

NEW DELHI

Delhi Lieutenant-Governor V.K,
Saxena on Tuesday directed
the DDA to stop the demolition
drive in Mehrauli until further
instructions, officials at Raj
Niwas said. » Page 2
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L-G halts anti-encroachment drive in
Mehrauli after 5 days of demolitions

AAP ‘back-stabbed residents by wrongly demarcating homes, says BJP; dare Saxena to take action against officials: Bharadwaj

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant-
Governor V.K. Sax-
ena on Tuesday
directed the Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA)
to stop the demolition
drive in Mehrauli until
further instructions, offi-
cials at Raj Niwas said.
Officials said the deci-
sion was taken after a dele-
gation of residents from
the affected areas called on
the L-G to seek relief. The
delegation, which includ-
ed senior BJP leaders, cited
“anomalies” in the demar-

cation of land by the Delhi
government, officials
added.

The DDA started an ‘an-
ti-encroachment drive’ in
Mehrauli  Archaeological

The DDA carrying out a demolition drive in Mehrauli amid heavy
police presence on Tuesday. RV. MOORTHY

Park on February 10. The
demolitions, carried out
amid heavy police pre-
sence, have drawn sharp
reactions from the resi-
dents. “The L-G directed
the DDA Vice-Chairman
and the local administra-

tion to stop the demolition
drive immediately and as-
sured the residents that
their grievances would be
looked into and the ano-
malies, pointed out by
them, would be exa-
mined,” said an L-G House

official. “Strict action will
be taken against the errant
officials,” the official
added.

According to the offi-
cials, Mr. Saxena reiterated
that no action would be ta-
ken against those living in
the area legally, but the en-
croachments near the her-
itage monuments would be
removed.

The BJP leaders, includ-
ing Delhi unit in-charge

Baijayant Jay Panda, told-

the L-G that many houses
were in danger of being de-
molished due to incorrect
maps prepared by the Del-
hi government’s Revenue
Department. Mr. Panda
subsequently charged AAP
with “back-stabbing” Meh-
rauli's  residents by
“wrongly  demarcating
homes which had been of-

ficially registered for half a
century”.

In response, AAP’s chief
spokesperson  Saurabh
Bharadwaj tweeted that if
the BJP and the L-G have
been back-stabbed by AAP,
“What stops your L-G from
dismissing all officers of
Revenue [Department]
and DDA who were in-
volved in this demolition.
Challenge accepted?”

Court seeks response
Meanwhile, a Delhi High
Court Bench sought res-
ponses from the Delhi go-
vernment and the DDA on
a plea seeking a stay on the
demolition drive in Meh-
rauli Archaeological Park,
while another High Court
Bench ordered the authori-
ties to maintain the “status
quo” till February 16.
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MOLITION: HC ORDERS STAT

Govt pulls up DM (south) for ‘inactio

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
crnment has pulled up the dis-
irict magistrate (south) for
alleged “inaction” related to the
Mehrauli demolition drive and
directed him again to carry out
fresh demarcation in the area,
officials said on Tuesday.

Revenue Minister Kailash
Gahlot had directed the DM
(south) last week to carry out
fresh demarcation of "disputed”
area after the affected residents
alleged that the demarcation
exercise was done keeping them
in the dark.

In an order issued by Gahlot
on Tuesday, it was alleged that
DM (south) neither complied
with the direction for fresh
demarcation nor asked the
Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA to stop the ongoing
demolition exercise.

The copy of the order has
been sent to DDA vice chair-
man Subhasish Panda reiterat-
ing that the demolition drive
cannot be carried out without
demarcation.

“In the face of large scale
demolition by DDA, such non-
compliance by DM (South) with
regard to demarcation exercise
which is the basis for carrying
put demelition activities, makes
DM (south) complicit in the
whole affair,” said the order of
he revenue minister.

The DM {south) has been
ince again directed 1o com-

Closer Look

» Revenue Mtruster Kullush
Gahlet had directed
the DM (south) last
week to carry out fresh
demarcation of
‘disputed area after the
affected residents alleged
that the demarcation
exerdse was done

keeping them in the dark

» In an order issued by

Guhlcn on Tuesduy, it

waos alleged that DM
(south) neither complied
with the direction for fresh
demarcation nor asked
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA} to stop
the ongoing demelition
EXEFCISE

» The copy of 1he order
has been sent to DDA
vice chairman Subhasish
Panda reiterating that the

demolition drive cannot
be carried out without
demarcation

# High Court directed the
autherities to maintain
status quo fill Feb 16 on
various propertles in the
Mehrauli Archoeological
Park area in the national
capital which have
been idenfified to be
demolished as part of an
anti-encreachment drive

ply with the directions 1o start
fresh demarcation exercise with
immediate effect, it added.
Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court directed the authorities
to maintain status quo till Feb-
ruary 16 on various properties
in the Mehrauli Archaeological

Park area in the national Capi-
tal which have been identified
to be demolished as part of an
anti-encroachment drive.

The high court also asked
the Delhi Drevelopment Author-
ity (DDA} to state its stand on
a batch of petitions challenging

the demelition action and seek-
ing a bar on demolition in the
Mehrauli Archaeological Park
area in south Delhi till a fresh
“demarcation report” has been
prepared.

Al number of peti-
tions on the issue were listed

for hearing befare two different
judges Justice Mini Pushkarna
and Justice Manmeet Pritam
Singh Arora.

Nearly 20 multi-storey
buildings, a large number of
shops and houses and a pri-
wvate school building are among
the structures constructed “ille-
gally” over the last few decades
in the Mehrauli Archacological
Park, which the authorities have
identified as part of the anti-
encroachment drive.

Without interfering with
the demolition exercise at this
stage, Juslice Pushkarna issued
notice to the Delhi government
and DDA on the petition by
Mehrauli Minorities Resident
And Shop Owners Welfare
and directed that the matter
be placed before the division
bench headed by the Chief Jus-
Hee, where a similar matter is
already pending,

The drive, which began on
February 10, comes a month
aliead of a proposed G20 meet-
ing at the park in south Delhi.
According to the DDA, the old
park has about 55 monuments
under the protection of the
Archaeological Survey of India,
state archealogical department
and the urban civic body.

The petitioner, who was
raising the igsue of demarca-
tion report, submitted that
Mehrauli has many slum clus-
ters and several waqf properties,
including mosques and dargahs,
were located there.

He alleged the revenue min-
ister of the Dielhi government
said on February 11 that a fresh
“demarcation report” should be
prepared as the present report
has “certain objections” and, in
the meantime, no demolition
exercise should be carried out.

The DDA counsel said it is
the land owning agency in the
present case and the demoli-
lion exercise is in terms of
the order passed by a divi-
ston bench of the high court in
December last year for removal
of encroachments,

The lawyer contended the
demarcation report is of the year
2021 and the minister cannot sit
in review over it

In the batch of pleas before
Justice Arora, the court also
directed the petitioners and their
lawyers to meet DDA’ Deputy
Director of Land Management
at his office tomorrow at 3.30
PM to present their claims on
respective land parcels.

It asked the DDA to file a
demarcation report with respect
to the subject properties by
Wednesday afternoon.

Advocate Kamlesh Kumar
Mishra, representing the res-
idents of Green Apartments
in Mehrauli, said there are
62 families residing in 62
flats and the entire action of
the DDA is illegal because the
authorities are going ahead with
the drive without giving any
opportunily te the residents to
be heard.

L Gto DDA SbOp

N’ demolition drive till

further instructions

SATVIKA MAHAJAN

NEW DELHI: Continuing the
anti-illegal construction drive
in Mehrauli on Tuesday, DDA
bulldozed several structures
in the area, However, in the
backdrop of the demolition
drive, a BIP delegation met
with Delhi L-G V K Saxena
and requested him to stop the
demolition drive,

The L-G has directed the
DIXA 1o stall the ongoing
demolition drive in these vil-
lages, till further tnstructions,
as per officials from the Raj
Niwas, the decision came after
a delegation of residents of
these villages met the L-G and
sought relief from the demo-
lition drive while citing the
anomalies in the demarcation
of land in these areas, that was
carried out by the AAP govern-
ment in 2021.

He said the residents’ com-
plaints will be thoroughly
examined and if any mis-
deed on part of any official
was found, strict action will
be taken against the erring
officials.

The L-G however reiter-
ated that, while no action will
be taken against legal and
rightful occupants, any illegal
encroachment or unauthor-
ised occupation surrounding
the heritage monuments will
be removed forthwith, in pur-

Highlights

#BIP delegation me& with
Delhi L-G ¥ K Saxena
and requested him to stop
the demelition drive

» 'Residents’ complaints
will ba theroughly
examined and if any
misdeed on part of any
official was found, strict
action will be taken
against the erring officials’

» DDA officials are yet to
_comment on the matter

suance of the orders of the HL@
Court,

BIP national vice president
Baijayant Jai Panda said that
the L-G has given great relief
by assuring to stop the demo-
lition with immediate effect
and it is regrettable that many
houses have been demolished
due to the negligence of the
Revenue Department of Dethi
government.

AAP MLA Saurabh Bhard-
waj responded to BIP's all
tions and said, “If BJP & L-G
saab is backstabbed by AAPR,
what stops ur L-G saab to dis-
miss all officers of Revenue
& DDA who were involved
i this demelition. Challenge
accepted?”

DDA officials are yet to
comment on the matter,
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LG stops DDA’ demolltmn drwe

‘Relief only for
legal occupants
of Lado Sarai,
Mehrauli villages’

'STRFF REPORTER W NEW DELHI

n a big relief to hundreds of
families in Mehrauli and Lado
Sarai villages, Lt Governor (LG)
VK Saxena on Tuesday directed
the Delhi Development

ongoing demolition drive in
these villages, till further instruc-
tions. The decision came after
a delegation of residents met
Saxena and sought relief while
citing the anomalies in the
demarcation of land in these

. areas done in 2021.

According to officials, the L-
G directed the Vice Chairman,
DDA and the local administra-
tion to immediately stop the
demolition drive. “The LG
assured the residents that their

complaints will be examined '

and if any-misdeed on part of
any official was found, strict
action will be taken against

'them He hpwever relterated

that, while no action ‘will be
taken against legal and rightful
occupants, any illegal encroach-
ment or unauthorised occupa-
tion surrounding the heritage
monuments will be removed
forthwith, in pursuance of the
orders of the High Courr said
officials.

Amid the'drive, the Delhi
Government has pulled up the
District Magistrate (DM south)
for alleged "inaction” related to
the Mehrauli demolition drive

.and directed him again to carry -

out fresh demarcation in the
area. Revenue Minister Kailash
Gahlot had directed the DM
(south) last week to carry out
fresh demarcation of "disputed"”
area after the affected residents
alleged that the demarcation
exercise was,done keeping them

in the dark. In an order issued

. by Gahlot on Tuesday, it was

alleged that DM (south) neither
complied with the direction for
fresh demarcation nor asked
the DDA to stop the ongoing
demolition exercise.

The copy of the order has
been sent to DDA vice chairman
Subhasish Panda reiterating that
the demolition cannot be carried
out without demarcation, "In the
face of large scale demolition by
DDA, such non-compliance by
DM (South) with regard to
demarcation exercise which is
the basis for
lition activities, makes DM
(sbuth) complicit in the whole
affair," said Gahlot’s order. The
DM (south) has beeri once again

“directed to comply with the

directions to start fresh demar-

rying out demo--

cation exercise with immediate
effect, it added. AAP MLA
Somnath Bharti had earlier
urged the LG to stop the exer-
cise and enforce the 'cit
Government's order for fres
demarcation.

Earlier, the Defhi HC had
sought responses of the
Government and the DDA to a
plea seeking a bar on demolition
in the area till a fresh “demar-
cation report” has been nigde.
Without ' interfering with the
demolition exercise, Justice Mini
Pushkarna issued notice on the
petition by Mehrauli Minorities
Resident And Shop Owners
‘Welfare and directed that the
matter ‘be placed before the
Division Bench (DB) headed by
the Chief Justice, where a simi-

lar matter is already pending.
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