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LG asks agencies to finish
Bhalswa lake Work by Dec

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Lieutenant go-
vernor VK Saxena on Satur-
day instructed Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority officials
toclean the banks of Bhalswa
lake within a week in view of
Chhath Puja celebrations.
The LG also asked the agenci-
es concerned to complete the
rejuvenation of the lake by
December this year.

Located in north-west Del-
hi, the lake was originally spre-
ad over 59 hectares but shrunk
to just 34 ha due to the deposi-
tion of silt and garbage. Offici-
als said that DDA had handed
over the waterbody to Delhi Jal
Board foritsrestorationand re-
juvenation in May 2019, but litt-
le work was done for its impro-
vement. “The LG expressed his
deepdisappointmentat the sor-
did and pathetic state of main-
tenance and upkeep of the lake
by DJB, the designated agency
in-charge for its rejuvenation.
He has directed DDA to imme-
diately undertake the cleaning
of the banks of the lake in pre-
paration for the upcoming
Chhath festival and instructed
all stakeholder agencies to
start work on the complete res-
toration and rejuvenation of

The Bhalswa lake has now shrunk to 34 hectares from 59 heactares

thelake in amissionmode,"” sa
id an official.

DDA has been asked to cle-
an the periphery of the lake
within a week and build a bo-
undary wall segregating the
waterbody from the adjoining
Bhalswa Dairy on the western
periphery withina month.

Dismayed at the visible is-
landsof silt, sludge, dungand
garbage encroaching the la-
ke, the LG also directed for
dredging and their removal
by December.

Officials said another criti-
cal aspect of rejuvenation and
restoration of the lake was
construction of a precast RCC

drainand pipelinefor segrega-
ting the waste from the dairy
and carrying the sewerage to
the supplementary drain
across the lake. “The construc-
tion of the same was awarded
by DJB in January 2022 with a
completion period of four
months, but it has yet to be

" completed, The'LG has given a

deadline of December to comp-
lete it,” said another official.

The municipal corpora-
tion has started a project in
Narela for biomethanation of
cow dung collected from
Bhalswa Dairy and the LG di-
rected the officials to comple-
teitatthe earliest.

. THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, OCTOBER 16, 2022

L-G flags ‘sordid’ state of Bhalswa lake

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI OCTOBER 15

FOLLOWING HIS visit to Bhalswa
| lake in Northwest Delhi, L-G
Vinai Kumar Saxena expressed
disappointment over its mainte-
nance, restoration and rejuvena-

tion work. He has directed offi- -

cials to ensure complete restora-
tion of the water body by
December.

Calling the lake an asset to
the capital, he said he was disil-
lusioned by the "sordid and pa-
thetic state of maintenance and
upkeep” of the lake by the Delhi
Jal Board, the designated agency
in charge of its rejuvenation

since May 2019, said the L-G of-
ficeinastaterment.

The L-G has alsodirected the
Delhi Development Authority to
immediately undertake cleaning
of the banks of the lake ahead of
the forthcoming Chhath festival
and instructed all stakeholder
agencies to start work on the
restoration in tandem, ,

e Stunday ﬂ{innustali dimes

Restore Bhalswa
lake by Dec: LG

HT Correspondent.

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor
VK Saxena on Saturday inspected
Bhalswa lake in north-west Delhi
and directed agencies to complete
the rejuvenation of the waterbody
by December. Saxena also
ordered that the lake's periphery
be cleaned within a week in prep-
aration for the Chhath festival
later this month.

The LG secretariat, in an offi-
cial statement, said Saxena has
expressed his “deep disappoint-
ment” at the state of the mainte-
nance and upkeep of the lake by
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB), the des-
ignated agency in-charge for reju-
venation of the waterbody since
May 2019.

“DDA has been directed to
immediately undertake the clean-
ing of the banks of the lake in
preparation for the forthcoming
Chhath festival and instructed all
stakeholder agencies to parallelly
start work on the complete resto-
ration and rejuvenation of the

lake in a mission mode,” the
statement said.

The DJB and the Delhi govern-
ment did not officially respond to
Saxena's criticisms. However, an
official privy to the restoration
project, on condition of anonym-
ity, said the DJB's work does not
pertain to cleaning garbage on its
banks.

“We were granted a ng-objec-
tion certificate for only removal
of cow dung in the lake and build-
ing an interceptor line to tap
incoming cow dung from the
nearby dairy colony. The land-

- scaping and cleaning work does

not come under DJB. We went
beyond the mandate to improve
the water quality levels and are
now being blamed for things we

- were not responsible for,” the

official said. «

The Bhalswa lake has, over the
decades, reduced significantly in
size due to the nearby landfill and
the surrounding dairy colonies,
and the regular dumping of gar-
bage and dairy waste into the lake
has severely polluted its waters.
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Good turnout for nature event,
DDA plans activities for year

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority and World
Wildlife Fund have teamed up
forthefirsttimeto impartna-
ture-based learning through
aseriesof activitiesat Sanjay
Van. In the first leg, a three-
month exercise that started
on October 1, are activities
such as dragonfly walk, but-
terfly walk, dragonfly cen-
sus, photography workshop,
treecensus, bird censusanda
clean-updrive.

“We made arrangements
for 25-30 registered partici-
pants in each session, but we
are already receiving too ma-
ny applications. We want to
clarify that DDA plans to con-
tinue with the activities thro-
ughout the year season-wi-
se,” said an official.

DDA officials said that the
activities and trails were dif-
ferent from nature walks or-
ganised in other urbanised
forests inthecity. “It involves
learning, exploring nature
and participating in interes-
ting activities such as a cen-
sus of dragonflies and butter-
flies. The best part is that the
WWF-engaged team of ex-
perts will discuss the ecology,
including why particular
plants and species are pre-
sent inthe forest,” saida DDA
official who is part of the na-
ture trails and activities at
Sanjay Van.

Radhika Suri, environ-

During a three-month exercise in
the first leg, which started on Oct
1, Delhi Development Authority
and World Wildlife Fund have
planned various activities

ment director, WWE, said,
“Given the reserve forest’s
rich diversity of flora and
fauna, its status as home toa
number of birds, reptiles,
butterflies, mammals, etc.
and its pristine character, vi-
siting the Sanjay Van beco-
mes even more interesting.
The exercise aims to promote
the partnershipof citizensin
preserving city forests and
animals and to encourage na-
ture-based learning.”

On Sunday, October 16, a
workshop on butterflies will
be organised, followed by a
walk led by an expert to obser-
vethedifferent species of but-

terflies. On October 24, DDA

willorganise adragonfly ‘bio-
blitz’, a census to observe the
different species of dragonfli-
es and damselflies found in
the notified reserved forest,

“For scientific study,
participants can carry out a
census of aspecieson a parti-
cular day The data collected
by the citizens will be uploa-
ded on the India Biodiversity
portal and it can be used by
the scientific community.
This is one of the many ways
we plan to keep people
engaged,” said Suri.

The last activity of this
month will be a clean-up dri:
vewithagroup of volunteers.
A butterfly walk, which will
beled by an expert, toobserve
different species of butterfli-
es found in the area will also
be held in November. A pho-
tography workshoponhow to
capture nature and biodiver-
sity will be conducted by an
expert on November 12. On
November 26, there will be a
treewalk withanexpertiden-
tifying the tree species in the
forest. This will be followed
by a census to observe and ta-
ke photographs of different
tree barks and species.

A bird census will be held
on all weekends in December
toobservedifferentspeciesof
birds at a time when the mig-
ratory birds also arrive. “Ac-
tually, Delhi sees a big migra-
tion of birds in November-De-
cember. So we will hold our
workshop for people to learn
about the different birds vari-
eties in detail,” said Suri. A
workshop on birds will be
held on December17, followed
by abird walk the next day.

15-yr-old boy drowns in pit in SE Delhi

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A 15-year-old boy died of su-
spected drowning in a pit full of water
wherehe had apparently goneforaswim
in southeast Delhi's Kalindi Kunj area
on Friday. Police are probing the matter,
senior officers said.

Last Thursday, three teenage boys
had allegedly drowned in a pit at Kaya
Maya Park, which also falls in the same
district. The pit in the park was filled
duetotherains. Delhi Development Aut-

-

hority had also deployed a guard later at
the park.

According to police, a call was recei-
ved at Kalindi Kunj police station repor-
ting that a boy who had gone to swim in
the pit was missing, “A police team rea-
ched the spot near Lohia Bridge, Agra
Canal Road. A rescue team was called
and finally, the boy was found lying in
the pit unconscious. A team of divers
pulled out the boy and he was immedia-
tely sent to AIIMS Hospital where the
doctors declared him brought dead,” a

senior police officer said.

Police said the body has been preser-
ved at the mortuary of AIIMS Trauma
Centrefor postmortem examination.

A day after three youngsters drow-
ned in a pit at Kaya Maya Park in Pul
Prahladpur, TOI had found the spot ung-
uarded on Friday. It also saw that the pit
was easily accessible and there was not-
hing to stop one from entering the park.
Schoolchildren playing there claimed,
that some kids had drowned at the site
earlier too,
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Riot of colour: Nearly 6,000 butterflies
spotted at Delhi’s 7 b10d1ver51ty parks

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A total of 5922
butterflies of 76 species of all
fivefamilies of India were de-
tected in the national capi-
tal’'s seven biodiversity
parks, mostly at Aravalli Bio-
diversity Park, during the as-
sessment week conducted
from October10tol6.

It was observed that but-
terflies became active after
10.30am when the temperatu-

‘re rose above 24 degrees Celsi-

us. With 68 species, Aravalli
Biodiversity Park saw the hig-
hest species density, while the

lowest (12 species) was found

at Kalindi Biodiversity Park.
Compared with 2021, Ya-
muna, Tughlagabad and Til-

‘path Valley saw a decrease in

species density, while the

.other four biodiversity parks

witnessed an increase. Adult
butterflies were seen sun-bas-
king, mud-puddling and ma-
ting in their specialised habi-
tats developed in these parks.
Their larvae and eggs were al-
soobserved on the host plants.

The trends in the patterns
of butterfly diversity of the
past five years didn’t show
much change despite chang-
ing weather patterns. “It was
observed that despite this ye-
ar’s inconsistent weather
pattern and erratic rainfall,

' the butterfly density, diversi-
|ty and activities were sustai-

nable. The stable population

‘indicated that the mosaic of

habitats and diverse micro-
habitats of the biodiversity
parks acted as a safe refuge
forbutterfly species, showing
effective resilience to climate
change,” said Faiyaz Khud-
sar, scientist in-charge, biodi-
versity parks programme.
Khudsar added that the
characteristics of floodplain
grasslands of Yamuna Biodi-
versity Park acted as an ideal
habitat for the skipper group

BUZZING WITH ACTIVI

SPECIES SPOTTED DURING BUTTERFLY ASSESSMENT WEEK

Common sightings |

A total of -
Mottled emigrant,

5'922 common emigrant, plain
butterflies of tiger, yellow orange tip,
76 species from common grass yellow,
all five butterfly | striped tiger, small grass
fa:‘rg':: e‘: il:l-[];g A | yellow, lemon pansy, lime
w mm I
bodenity arks | iy ndicommon gyl

————— | Important sightings |
In 2021, 71 species | Common shot silverline,
of butterflies painted lady, common
were found in rose, blue tiger, Indian
these parks | skipper and parnara swift

I 0N [l FTTT) (2036 2021 (202

| Yamuna Biodiversity Park 42 | 46 | 42 | 30 | 58 |47
Aravalli Biodiversity Park 40 | 54 | - | 56 | 62 |68
Neela Hauz Biodiversity Park Wl |2 - | - | 23 |28
Northern Ridge 38 | 36 | 34 | 33 | 50 |59
Tilpath Valley Biodiversity Park | 26 | 32 | 28 | 22 | 47 |41
Tughlagabad BiodiversityPark | 39 | 43 | 42 | 41 | 51 |37
Kalindi Biodiversity Park | | - | 12 | 17 |12

of butterflies, whilethedense
canopy of restored forest
communities in Aravalli Hill
ranges were now home to a
variety of butterflies.
Scientists at biodiversity
parks said Delhi had two well-
defined habitats in the form
of the arid xerophytic Ara-
valli Ridge and mesophotic

Yamuna floodplain. Such ha-
bitat heterogeneity accounts
for high faunal diversity, in-
cluding butterflies, in the
highly urbanised area,
Butterflies play an impor-
tant role in the environment.
“They act as indicator speci-
es to identify critical habitats
and need to be nmtected

They also indicate a varia-
tion in local climate and envi-
ronmental degradation. The-
se important ecological indi-
cators can be utilised to prio-
ritise various conservation
projects,” said Khudsar:

The commonly spotted
butterflies were Mottled emig-
rant, Common emigrant, Pla-

in tiger, Yellow orange tip,
Common grass vellow, Striped
tiger, Small grass yellow, Le-
mon pansy, Lime butterfly and
Common gull. However, the
most distinguished species
sighted included Common
shot silverline, Painted lady,
common rose, Blue tiger, Indi-
anskipper and Parnara Swift.
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{ BUTTERFLY CEMSUS } 78 SPECIES RECORDED

Seven more species
recorded this year
in biodiversity parks

Jasjeev Gandhiok
Jjasjetv gandhiok @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A total of 76 differ-
ent burterfly species have been
recorded across Delhi's seven
biodiversity parks during a one-
week long census, with the Ara-
valli Biodiversity Park (ABP) in
Vasant Kunj reporting the high-
est number of species (68), fol-
lowed by the Kamla Nehru
Ridge, where 53 different species
were recorded, according to offi-
cials aware of the census details.

Last year, 71 different species
were spofted during the census,
officials added.

The Biodiversity Parks Pro-
gramme began the week-long
census of butterflies species
across seven biodiversity parks
in Delhi last year onwards. Ear-
lier, there used to be a single-day
Big Butterfly Count.

Delhi has seven biodiversity
managed by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) - Aravalli Blodlver51ty
Park (ABP), Yamuna B
Park (YBP), Neela Hauz Biodiver-
sity Park. Kamla Nehru Biodiver-
sity Park, Tilpath Valley Biodi-
|| vetsity Park, Kalindi Biodiversity
Park and Tughalakabad Biodi-
versity Park.

Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist-in-
charge at YBP, said 5922 mem-
bers from 76 species of butter-
flies were spotted across the
parks. Most of them were from
mottled emigrant. common emj-
grant, plain tiger, yellow orange
tip, common grass yellow,
striped tiger, small grass yellow,
lemon pansy, lime butterfly and

parks that are

common gull.

The most interesting sightings
meanwhile, according to Khud-
sar, were the common shot sil-
verline, the painted lady, com-
mon rose, blue tiger, Indian skip-
per and the parnara swift. “The
butterfly assessment for 2022
shows that DDA's Biodiversity
Parks have become a rich habitat
for burterflies. Despite inconsist-
ent weather pattern and erratic
rainfall this year, the number of
butterfly species and their den-
sity across the park have not
dwindled, said Khudsar.

The week-long exercise was
held from October 10-16, with
mms setting out across the

each day from
loam to 12noon. These consisted
of 15 groups across seven parks,
each consisting of two to five
burterfly observers who would
walk a pre-specified path to
identify, count, enumerate and
photographically document the
sightings of burterflies.

Aisha Sultana, scientist at
ABP, which recorded the most
number of butterflies, said biodi-
wversity hubs in south Delhi has
seen more di ity as com
to the other parks. “At ABP, we
were able to spot the common
rose, the common shot silverline
and several blues, which is com-
monly referred to a sub-family of
butterflies with a blue hue or col-
our to them,” she said.

This year's Big Butterfly
Count, which is also held across
NCR, excluding the seven blodi-
versity parks, recorded 67 spe-
cies this year. The count was
held from September 1-30,
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Sisodia to PWD

officials: Identify &
repair all roads

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on Fri-
day directed PWD officials to
immediately identify and repair
all roads and make them pot-
hole-free within a week, an offi-
cial statement said.

The statement said rains in
the past two weeks have caused
much damage to the roads in
the capital.

To ensure that inconve-
nience is not caused to the peo-
ple, the PWD will begin the
maintenance work immedi-
ately, it said.

“PWD officers should
inspect all the roads under
their jurisdiction and get them
repaired promptly as per the
need. Status report must be sub-
mitted within a week.

“Under the leadership of
CM Arvind Kejriwal, we are
committed to providing strong,
beautiful and safe roads to the
people of Delhi,” the statement
quoting Sisodia said.

Heavy rainfall has occurred

in the past two weeks in Delhi
which has caused much dam-
age to roads here, Sisodia said,
adding that this condition has
led to inconvenience to the
commuters.

Taking cognisance of the

situation, the government has
directed PWD officials to get
the roads under their jurisdic-
tion repaired and pothole-free
within a week, the statement
said. About 1,400 km of roadsin

Delhi are under PWD, whereas
other roads are with other
agencies such as the Munic-
ipal Corporation of Delhi,
Delhi Development Authority
among others.

“Senior officials of PWD
have been directed to get the
roads inspected under PWD’s
jurisdiction immediately by the
concerned divisional or execu-
tive engineers and repair all pot-
holes on the road within a week.

“Along with this, they have
also been instructed to submit
the status report of this work
within a week,” Sisodia said in
the statement.
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Govt to make Delhi
pothole-fre SlSOdla

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

D

elhi Deputy Chief Minister

said that the city Government

will make all roads under PWD
pothole-free in the national
Capital, within a week, -

" Incessant rains in the past

amarujaia.com —

FFER, 15 RN 2022

two weeks have caused much
damage to the roads in the cap-
||"ital, with potholes at several
parts if the city posinga dan-
‘ger to people and commuters.

Sisodia said that to avoid

any inconvenience to the com-
muters
Government has decided to get
all the roads free from potholes *
soon. Sisodia has also directed
the top officials of PWD to -
inspect all the roads under their
jurisdiction immediately and
get them repaired as soon as
possible. et

in Delhi, the

“Along with this, the PWD

Minister has also directed the
officials to submit the status
report of the road mainte-
nance works within a week,”
said a senior PWD official.

“Delhi has witnessed heayy -

‘rainfall in the past two weeks,
which has caused much dam-

Manish Sisodia on Friday

\

age to the roads across the cap-
ital. This is leading to incon-
venience to the commuters.
Taking cognizance of the situ-
ation, the government has
directed the PWD officials to
get the roads under their juris-
diction repaired and pothole
free within a week,” said
Sisodia.

“About 1400 km of roads in
Delhi are under PWD, where-
as other roads are with MCD/
DDA/ NDMC/ NHAI etc.
Thus, it is the responsibility of
PWD to strengthen and main-
tain these 1400 km of roads
regularly. The ' Delhi
Government is committed to
providing pothole-free roads to
the pt‘op%e of Delhi with regu-
lar maintenance work,” said”
Sisodia,
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.-GV K Saxena directs DDA to clean banks of

Bhalswa lake within a week for Chhath Puja

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi L-G VK
Saxena on Saturday directed
the DDA to clean the banks of
the Bhalswa lake within a week
for Chhath Puja, while flagging
the “pathetic state” of its main-
tenance by the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB), officials said.

The L-G expressed “shock”
at the fact that a water body, so
critical to the environment and
aesthetics of the national capi-
tal, had been “left to die” with
its original 59 Ha. area getting
squeezed to a mere 34 Ha. due
to deposition of silt and garbage
owing to inaction and neglect by
agencies concerned, they said.

The work of restoring and
rejuvenating the lake had been

THE HINDU

Clean Bhalswa lake
for Chhath Puja: L-G

The Hindu Bureau

handed over to the DJB by the i .

DDA in May, 2019.
“However, owing to com-

plete failure on part of the D]B

to fulfil the required works,

the DDA had only last month s

reassumed the task of the lake’s
upkeep,” an official said.

Saxena described the lake
as an invaluable asset for Delhi |

and expressed “deep disap-
pointment” at the “sordid” and
“pathetic” state of maintenance
and upkeep of the lake by DJB.

He directed the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA} to
immediately undertake the
cleaning of the banks of the
lake in preparation for the
forthcoming Chhath festival
and instructed all stakeholder
agencies to parallelly start work

sunday, October 16, 2022.
DELHI

Delhi L-G ‘U_'_K_Su:enu

on the complete restoration and
rejuvenation of the lake in a mis-
sion mode.

He issued specific directions
to the DDA to complete the
works of cleaning of the periph-
ery of the lake for the benefit
of people performing Chhath
Puja within a week and asked
for the boundary wall segre-

NEW DELHI

Lieutenant-Governor Vi-
¥ nay Kumar Saxena on Sa-
turday issued orders to
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to imme-
diately undertake the
s cleaning of the banks of
the Bhalswa lake here for
the upcoming Chhath Pu-
ja.
He instructed all stake-
holder agencies to start
work on “complete resto-
ration and rejuvenation”
p of the lake on a mission
mode.
Terming the lake, locat-
1 ed in north-west Delhi, an
invaluable asset for the

L-G expressed ‘deep
disappointment’ at
the lake’s ‘pathetic
state of maintenance’
by the DJB

Capital, Mr. Saxena ex-
pressed “deep disappoint-
ment” at its “sordid and
pathetic state of mainte-
nance” by the Delhi Jal
Board, which is the desig-
nated agency in-charge
for its rejuvenation since
May 2019, Raj Niwas said.
The L-G also asked for a
boundary wall to segre-
gate the lake from the
neighbouring  Bhalswa
Dairy within a month.

(Sel) TN Hi  ETE HB34 TRW BRI

gating the lake from the neigh-
bouring Bhalswa Dairy on the
western periphery of the lake
within a month.

He directed that the visible
islands of silt, sludge, dung and
garbage encroaching the lake
to be dredged and removed by
December.

Another critical aspect of
rejuvenation and restoration
of the lake was construction of
a Precast RCC Drain and pipe-
line for segregating the waste
from the dairy and carrying the
sewerage to the supplement
drain across the lake, the offi-
cial said.

The contract for its construc-
tion was awarded by the DJB in
January this year, with a com-
pletion period of four months.

—e

o ol et e e

However, the same had yet not
been completed. The LG asked
for the works in this regard to
be fully completed by Decem-
ber this year.

The L-G was informed that
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) was working upon
a project in Narela, where cow
dung from the Bhalswa Dairy
will be carried for bio metha-
nation against payments to the
dairy owners. He instructed
that it should be completed at
the earliest.

On an onsite inspection of
the lake’s periphery, the LG saw
Boats and Floats owned by Delhi
Tourism dumped on the jetty/
docking site amidst filthy and
stinking stagnant larvae-rid-
den water.
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Clean Bha_

Saxena slams
DJB for its

poor upkeep

" STAFF REPORTER (2 NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Saturday expressed deep dis-
appointment at the sordid and
pathetic state of maintenance
and upkeep of the lake by
Delhi Jal Board (D]B), the des-
ignated agency in-charge .for
rejuvenation of the Bhalswa
lake since May, 2019, The Lt
Governor has directed the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) to clean the banks of
the lake within a week for the
forthcoming Chhath Puja.

This move came after the
L-G conducted an- on-site
inspection at Bhalswa lake on
Saturday.

According to the state-
ment released by the Raj Niwas,
the L-G instructed 31{ stake-

e

gl iif.i'f

holder agencies to parallelly
start work on the complete
restoration and rejuvenation of
the lake in a mission mode.
“Saxena expressed shock at
the fact that a Water Body, so
critical to the. environment
and aesthetics of Delhi, had
been left to die with its origi-
nal 59 Ha. area getting
squeezed to a mere 34 Ha. due
to deposition of silt and garbage
owing to inaction and neglect
by agencies concerned,’ it read.
The L-G issued specific
directions to DDA to complete
the works of cleaning the

periphery of the lake for the.
* benefit of people performing

" o M

Lake banks for Ch

e AR

v

asked for the boundary wall
segregating the lake from the
neigh%)oring Bhalswa Dairy on
the Western periphery o the
lake within a month,” it said.
Dismayed at the visible islands
of silt, sludge, dung, and

garbage encroaching the lake,

the LG directed for these to be
dredged and removed by
December 2022 ‘the state-
ment said. “Another critical

Chhath Puja within a week and

_nspect of rejuvenation and
restoration of the lake was the
construction of a Precast RCC

Drain and pipeline for segre- '
gating the waste from the Dairy

and carrying the sewerage to
the supplementary drain across
the lake. The work was sup-
posed to be completed by April
2022, by the DJB but it was
pending to daté: The L-G
directed the officials to com-
plete the work by December

millenniumpost
MONDAY, 17 OCTOBER, 2022 | NEW DELHI

I

hath: LG

2022 it said. Saxena also
instructed that the work of a
project in Narela by the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), where cow dung
from the Bhalswa Dairy willbe
carried for bio methanation
against payments to the Dairy
owners should be completed at
earliest, it stated.

‘During the inspection,
Saxena also witnessed Boats
and Floats owned by Delhi
Tourism dumped haphazardly
on the jetty/docking site amidst
filthy and stinking stagnant lar-
vae ridden water resulting in
breeding far various vector
borne diseases, including
Dengue, and issued instruc-
tionsfor the dumped to be
cleared and cleaned, the state-
ment read. -

Many senior dignitaries
including, Vice Chairman,
DDA, Manish Kumar Gupta,
Special Officer of the MCD,
Ashwini Kumartand other offi-
cials from the
departments/agencies con- |
cerned were present.

Teenager dies after drowning in pothole

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A teenager died
in southeast Delhi on Friday
after he drowned in a pothale.
This pothole was on a road
under the National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI). The
police reached the spot after
getting information about the
matter. Later, the rescue oper-
ation was started to save the
juvenile.

Late in the night, the teen-
ager was found unconscious
and rushed to the hospital
where the doctors declared the
teenager brought dead. The

body has been handed over to
the relatives after post-mortem.
Kalindi Kunj police station has
started an investigation into
the matter.

A police officer said that
15-year-old Satyam Jha lived
with his family in the Saurabh
Vihar area of Kalindikunj. On
the evening of October 14,
Satyam along with his friends
had gone to take bath in a pit
near the NHAI site. While tak-
ing bath, the teenager started
drowning in the pit, after
which the people present there
informed the police about the
matter. After getting the infor-

mation, Kalindikunj police,
boat club and other agencies
reached the spot.

Rescue work was started
to save the juvenile. In about
an hour, divers recovered the
juvenile’s body from the pit in
an unconscious condition. He
was rushed to AIIMS Hospital
with the help of CAT's ambu-
lance, where doctors declared
him brought dead. After this,
the police took possession of
the dead body and investigated
the matter.

The police investigation has
revealed that the incident hap-
pened on the Delhi-Mumbai

highway where NHAI work is
going on near Jaitpur, There are
some potholes in places, due to
the rain in Delhi in the last few
days, these pits were filled with
water, In such a situation, chil-
dren keep coming to take bath
in these pits.

On Friday also the children
had come to take a bath when
the accident took place.

On Thursday evening, three
teenagers drowned in a ditch
built on DDA land in the Pulp-
rahladpur area. In that case, the
police handed over the bodies
of the three to the relatives after
conducting the post-mortem.
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