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Traders protest against sealing in Sadar Bazar

Vibha.Sharma@timesagroup.com

New Delhi: Unhappy with 16 shops
being sealed in Sadar Bazar area
on the direction of the monitoring
committee for alleged misuse of pro-
perties, traders carried out a protest
march from Qutab Chowk to Pul Mit-
haiareaon Fridav.

Former mayor in north corpora-
tion and councillor Jai Prakash also
participated in the protest. The tra-
ders’ association said it will meet the
MCD’s special officer and commissio-
ner next week and, if relief isnot pro-
vided, will go for a bandh.

MCD officials said the sealing was

doneto comply with the pending direc-

tions of the monitoring committee.

“There were 16 properties on the
non-notified Jatwaraand Shivajiroads
which have beensealed. The action has
been taken against commercial activi-
ty onresidential roads,” MCD said.

Sources said notices against more
properties were issued by the commit-
teeand MCD might actagainstthemtoo,

Rakesh Yadav, president, Federa-
tion of Sadar Bazar RWAs, said
when the entire area has been com-
mercialised, taking action against
shopsisunjustified.

“In 2004, when a major sealing dri-
ve wascarried out, we gavea presenta-
tiontothe DDA vice-chairmanstating
that the market belonged to the

Mughal era and was not established
by any agency. I also gave reference to
a clause in the Master Plan 2021 that
stated that if 70% of the place is com-
mercialised, it is considered to be a
‘commercial area’,” said Yadaw.

“But DDA decided to conduct asur-
vey through MCD and it was found
95% of the area is commercialised.
Thereafter, no action was taken. But
three or four years ago, questions we-
reraised over thenatureof properties
on Jogiwara Road. On Thursday, tra-
ders were served notices signed in
April 2022 by the former deputy com-
missioner (Rajesh Goel) of Sadar Pa-
harganj zone. That means the matter
isold and MCD is now trying to harass
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the traders,” Yadav said, adding that
they had raised the matter with new-
ly-elected mayor Usha Sharma too.
Federation chairman Pramajit
Singh Pamma said traders have anno-
unced they will protest every alterna-
te day if the authority fails to address
the issue and de-seal the shops.
Prakash said the matter was dis-
cussed with the commissioner and de-
puty commissioner. “I requested the
commissioner that conversion char-
gesbecollected and commercial activi-
ties he allowed. No residential proper-
ty is left on those roads and they have
been used for commercial purposes for
decades now,” he said, adding traders
areready to pay conversion charges.
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New Delhi: This birding
season, winged creaturesha-
veanew address,

Asita East, a new habitat
restored on the Yamuna flo-
odplain, has emerged as the
latest hotspot for birders.
Most of the wetlands in the
city are in desperate need of
restoration and have been gi-
ven amiss this time by large
flocks of birds.

Unveiled in September
last year, the project is being
developed by DDA on 98 hec:
tares right after Yamuna
Bridge on Vikas Marg. More
than 72 bird species have be-
en spotted — the highest co-
unt sofar at any site in Delhi
sincethelastbirdingseason.

According to ecologists
from Bombay Natural Histo-
Ty Society (BNHS), who as-
sessed the species density on
Thursday, the species include
migratory waterfowls, grass-
birds, songbirds and native.

“We recorded 72 species
at the site during our bird
walk. These included birds

. SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI '
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New habitat in heart of city becomes haven for birds

Phisg: Sanjeey Rastog]
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A habitat on the Yamuna flondplain, Asita East, has emerged as the city's latest birding hotspot. Unveiled in September, the project |s being developed by DDA on 98 hectares right after Yamuna Bridge on Vikas Marg
of the wetland and grassl while 13 species were seen at T ——— its perfect orientation for vie- some']mpurt&nt species, na-  collared dove and green
and as well as wooded areas.  the wetlandsof Delhi Zoo. AN OFFICIAL 5AYS wing the landscape, accessi-  ture interpretation facilities  sandpipers, amongothers.
There were coots, shovelers, Experts pointed out that bility to the heart of thecity  and regular and systematic “We started developing
redshanks, greenshanks the habitat at Asita East  Werecorded 72 species | and areat representation of monitoring, this could be a  the area in 2017 and it was
and others. This is a very could be developed asamo-  at the site during the the Yamuna floodplains. modelforrestorationworkto inaugurated in September
good outcome for Delhi," sa-  del for Yamuna floodplain walk. These included This will make for an impec-  becarried out alongthe who- 2022, Since then, develop-
id Sohail Madan, assistant restoration as it gives eno-  birds of the wetland cable introduction to wet- leriverfront,” addedMadan. ment work has been going
director, BNHS. ugh space for birds and hu-  and grassland as well land habitat, grassland eco- Some of the species re- on, although we have kept
According to another man interface. Dewveloped as wooded areas system and multi-tiered fo- corded at the site include  the area strictly m}mmab.st
censusheldinJdanuaryatva- after removing encroach- rest plantations for the pub-  garganey ducks, northern with only the required ame-
rious birding hotspots of mentsfromadegradedpatch lic at large. There is enough  shoveler, gadwall, northern  nities. There are more mig-
Delhi, only 27 species of of floodplain, the area is tion department on anaddi- space for human interface pintail, green-winged teal, ratory bm now since _the
birds were spotted on the nowbeingfurtherdeveloped tionall07hectares. andmostof thesiteisleftun- red-crested pochard, tufted wetland is restored,” said a
stretch along the Yamuna by the Uttar Pradesh irriga- “The best part of Asitais  disturbed. With addition of  ducks, little grebe, Eurasian

DDA official.
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AAP protests over
slum demolition
notices to residents

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Allegingthat BJP
had gone back on its electoral
promise of in situ develop-
ment of slums under ‘Jahan
Jhuggi Wahan Makaan’ sche-
meandstarted givingeviction
notices to jhuggi-ihopri clus-
ter residents through Delhi
Development Authority, Aam
Aadmi Party held a protest ne-
ar the saffron party’s headqu-
arterson Saturday

Carrying placards and
shouting slogans, the AAP
workers tried to gherao the
B.JP headguarters at Deen Da-
val Upadhyay Marg when the
police used water cannons on
them. The AAP workers alle-
ged that the police used force
anddetained afew of them, in-
cluding young girls.

The police, however, said
the AAP workers didn’t have
the permission to protest.
“The protesters were getting
agitated so our team had to
use water cannons to control
them. A few policemen were
also injured,” a senior Delhi
Police officer said.

He confirmed that cops de-
tained 4-5 protesters who were
later released. “We will regis-
ter a case and take action aga-
inst those who were involved
in creatingruckus,” headded.

Leading the protest, AAP
leader and Kalkaji MLA Atis-
hi alleged that demolition no-
tices had been put up in slums
indifferent partsof the city,

“Before the MCD elections,
BJP leaders campaigned all
over Delhi telling the slum
dwellers that they would be
provided a pucca house at the
same location under the sche-
me. Not even a month has pas-
sed and the BJP-led DDA has
started to put out notices at dif-
ferent jhuggi clusters, inclu-
ding Navjeevan Campand Neh-
ruCamp in Kalkaji and Ghosia

TAKING A STAND

Colony in Mehrauli, threate-
ning to run bulldozers over the
houses,” Atishialleged.

“If BJP does not withdraw
thisnotice, AAP workersand all
slum dwellers of Delhi will con-
tinuethisagitation,” she added.

The Kalkaji MLA alleged
that BJP got toilets construc-
ted by Delhi government in
Wazirpur assembly constitu-
ency for slum dwellers demo-
lished about 10 days ago. “Un-
til every person living in a
slum in Delhi does not have a
pucca house to live in, we will
notletasinglejhuggi bedemo-
lished,” Atishisaid.

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor, ho-
wever, claimed that the AAP
leaders were misleading the
people of Delhi.

“Theallegationsaretotally
falseand DDA hasnotdemolis-
hed even a single jhuggi in the
lastone year, DDA hasnotissu-
ed any notice to jhuggis on
public land. It is actually the
Delhi government’s public
works department, which is-
sued notice to jhuggi dwellers
of Dhaula Kuan settled there
for over 40 years but had to
withdraw after BJP raised the
issue,” Kapoor alleged.

“Our MP Ramesh Bidhuri
and local councillor Chandra-
mohan have held meetings
with local residents of Bhu-
miheen Camp at Govindpuri
and the allotment of flats in
the same area has started,”
Kapoor added.
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' Govt plans e-scooter

sharing facility for
last-mile connectivity

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Toprovide thefirst and last mile econnecti-
vity in Dwarka and connect all educational and com-
mercial centres and residential pockets with Metro
stations, Delhi government has decided to start public
e-bike or e-scooter sharing system in the sub-city
With more than 2,500 e-bikes and 250 docking
stations, the public e-scooter sharing system will

. be the largest in the country Delhi chief secretary

Naresh Kumar said final touches are being given to
the request for proposal (RFP), which will soon
be placed before the Cabinet after getting approval
fromthe transport minister.

“Wewill try tofloatthe RFP by March. The project
has been aimed at improving the first and last mile
connectivity in Dwarka,” the chief secretary said.

Dwarka is the fastest developing residential and
commercialhubinthecapital. Though thesub-cityis
connected with the rest of Delhi through a strong
Metro and bus network, the government has always
felt aneed for astronglast mile connectivity system.

WithIGI Airport in the vicinity, alarge number of
companies have set up their offices in Dwarka, along
with a number of universities and colleges that have
come up in the city in the past few years.

“We want to establish a system where commuters
find a docking station within a walking distance of
100200 metres.Iam soon goingtospeak tothe DDA vi-
ce-chairman as the bike stands and docking stations
will have to be set up on the land belonging to DDA,”
the chief secretary said.

Officials said that the company getting the
contract will have to develop a mobile application
where the users will register themselves. The

companies will work on the revenue it earns through
rentaland subscription.

The e-bike sharing system is currently working
in the NDMC area, though at asmaller scale.

Interestingly, DDA tried to start an ambitious bi-
cycle sharing project in Dwarka twice in the last five
years, but failed miserably Whilethefirsttenderfloa-
ted by the authority failed to attract any company to

start the bike sharing system, the bidder who was
awarded the contract during the second attempt refu-
sed to takeup thejob.

-~ — -



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, JANUARY 15,2023 --vs-oreomeooeoremee oo DATED

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

At AAP protest outside BJP
H(] pollce use water cannons

Vo—

EXPRESSNEWS SERVlcE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

AAP LEADERS staged a protest
outside the BJP headquarters
Saturday demanding to with-
draw alleged demolition notices
issued to slumsin Delhi, and said
that the Delhi Police should be
“ashamed of using water can-
nons at protesters”.

The AAP hasbeen protesting
against the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) for the last few
weeks alleging that the agency
is issuing demolition notices to
several slums and asking them
to vacate the area. Alleging that
the DDA has started putting up
demolition notices on slums in
different areas of Delhi, senior
AAP leader Atishi led the protest
alongwith MLA Somnath Bharti
and party leader Adil Khan.

Atishi said, "The Delhi Police
should be ashamed of using wa-
ter cannons on poor residents
here. First, the BJP leaders make
these tall promises to the people
of 'Jahan Jhuggi Wahan Makan',

At the protest on Saturday. Prem Nath Pandey

then when the people find out
that it’salie and raise their voice
against it, the BJP-controlled
Delhi Police pushes them back
with water cannons in this cold
weather,"

"Twant togive the BJP this last
warning. Until the DDA takes
back its notice, the slum-
dwellers and the workers of AAP
will continue this fight from the
streets to the Parliament House,"
she said.

A senior police officer said
water cannons were used on
protesters to disperse them and
no one was detained. "Standard
operating protocols were fol-
lowed and law and order were
maintained,” the officer said.

Many slum dwellers partic-
ipated in the protest. AAP lead-
ers alleged that Navjeevan
Camp and Nehru Camp in
Kalkaji, Ghosia Colony in
Mehrauli have been issued no-

tices. '

Reacting to the demonstra- —

tion, Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor ac-
cused the AAP and its leaders,
“"especiallyits MLA Atishi", of be-
ing "politically frustrated” after
their "bad and corrupt gover-

nance was exposed over the last~

six months".

“Today's demonstration al-
leging that DDA is demolishing
jhuggis is a total farce as the
agency has not demolished a

single jhuggiin the lastyear. The

DDA has not issued any notice to
jhuggis on public land while the
PWD, under the Kejriwal gov-

ernment, last week issued a no-

tice to jhuggi dwellers in Dhaula
Kuan who have been there for
over 40 years," Kapoor said.

“Inthe MCD polls AAPlostall

three wards of Kalkaji Assembly

constituency of Atishi... toregain

lost political ground, she ismak-

ing false allegations that the

Centre is going back on its an-

nouncement on ‘Jahan Jhuggi |
‘Wahan Makan' for Kalkaji jhuggi

dwellers,” he addécL
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DDA allotted 13 plots for city
schools in 8 yrs, none came up

T

- JATINANAND

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14
THE DELHI Development
Authority (DDA) allotted 13
parcels of land to the Delhi gov-
ernment for the construction of
schools in the city over the last 8
years but none have so far been
utilised for the purpose, sources
said, a day after Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
flagged the issue to Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal during their
meeting.

ing to records accessed

" by The Indian Express, 13 plots

measuring between 1,600 and
over 8,000 square metres wereal-
lotted to the Delhi government’s
Directorate of Education by the
DDA, which comes under the ju-
~_riediction of Raj Niwas, between
the year 2015 and-August 2022,

__with as many as nine of the 13
~ plots having been allotted in

2022,
“The smallest among these

. plots, spread across 1,600 square
¢ metres, is located at the Shahi

Idgah in north Delhi and the
largest, measuring 8,093.72
square metres, at Vasant Kunj. All

ol s i

According to records
accessed by The Indian
Express, 13 plots were
allotted to the Delhi
government’s
Directorate of
Education by the DDA’

the plots were allotted for the
construction of Senior Secondary
Schools, none came up,” a gov-
ernment official said.

The first plot was allotted on
July 3, 2015 in Geeta Colony, fol-
lowed by another in Vasant Kunj
on October 15 that year. Two
more plotswere allotted over the
coming years - one each at the
Shahi Idgah on December 18,
2018 and in Rohini on March 3,
2021.The restof these, located in
areas such as Shalimar Bagh,
Rohini and Narela, were allotted
in 2022. While one plot wasallot-
ted in January 2022, two were
handed over in February; six
more were allotted within days
of each other in the month of
August, according to the data,
“The objective of allotting

plots in rural areas or those in
their vicinity was to ensure a
boost foreducation there. The is-
sue was flagged by the L-G to the
Chief Minister during their meet-
ing on Friday,” the official added.
The Delhi government de-
clined to comment on the issue.
Kejriwal and Saxena had met
amid the continuing power tussle
between the AAP government
and Raj Niwas on Friday evening
where, according to L-G House of-
fidials, the L-G had brought up the
city’s broken and potholed roads,
no new flyover, underpass, hospi-
tal, school or college having come
upinthelasteight years,air pollu-
tionand theworsening condition
of the Yamuna among others.
Kejriwal, however, said after
the meeting: “Ishowed him(L-G)
the orders and judgement of the
Supreme Court on transferred
subjects, which dearly saysthe L-
G has not been entrusted with
any independent decision-mak-
ing powers, It also says that there
is no independent authority
vested with the L-G to take dedi-

sions other than matters where *

he has to act as the judicial au-

thority. The L-G, however, said the

(SC's) orders are advice.”
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Kejriwal Govt has not Opened smgle new
school 1n past 8 YCAIs, says LoP Bidhuri

suFFiIEPﬂmEH W NEW DELHI

Delhi BIP on Sunday
slammed the AAP saying
that the Kejriwal Government
which flaunts its world-class
education model has not
supencd asingle new school in
Jnstei ghtyears despite the
being allotted to build 13
new schools by the center.

Leader of Opposition in
| Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
‘Bidhuri ail that the AAP-
led Delhi gavernment is onl
busy in doing politics, instea
of _providing
| BIE of thc national capital.

a]way:b

| ermm.'nt for their own short-

ties 1o the

't']]rh‘ra} Government
ames the central gov-

comings including their failure
to open new schools in the city
in the last cight years. They
claim that the land was not pro-

vided to them to open new
schoals but the truth is the cen-

tral government-led Delhi .

Development Authority (DDA)
has allotted land to the city gov-
ernment for openln& 13 new
su:htnegfs in the capital)® Bidhuri

ln‘l’nnnlng about the loca-
tions in the ¢ity in which the
land was being facilitated 1o the
Dethi government for openin
13 new schools, Bidhuri saJ
“The land for buildin
schools was provided in
and Narela respectivel _whcm
there is the shortage o educa-

=5

tion facilities for the people liv-
ing in the area” The LoP said
that the Kejriwal Government
only flaunts its education
model but the ground reality is
far opposite as they have no
intention of working and pro-
viding the basic facilities to the

people, “If the AAP govern-
ment had actually focgsucd on
education instead of just pro-
moting it, then the class 10
results would not have come
down to 82 percent and Delhi
would not have slipped to the
clgh'lh posmon in

11 SUNDAY | JANUARY 15, 2023

AAP protests at BJP offi

diately

the s
| AAP leaders politically e psp ':aa mem’i:'?%eg‘;_
ers were y frustral
of
frustrated, says BUP . et comuptgovernance o

' STAFF REPORTERS NEW DELHI

Party workers

"A.nn szurday staged a
P outside the BJP
ofﬁce. days after the city
Government directed its Public

‘Works

Derrtmmtolmme-
draw an order to

located n
Ku:l:‘gnn:usedw
r.nunups 1o d.i.spem the prm
testexs. .

tion" was exposed and that the
party was making an issue out
of nothing.
The PWD had on
December 29 issued a notice .
dwellers

“areas of Delhi. If BJP does not
-workers and all slum dwellers

month passed since the elec-
tions and B]P s lies have bean

“BJP-ruled DDA has
started putting up demolition
naotices on slums in different

withdraw this notice, AAP

of Delhi will contintie this agi-
m.fon. she said.

AAP M.I,A Somnath Bha:ﬁ._
Ly won't let.

” atkw'r_;m'

nst the le of Delhit"
= ahfﬁlioe not only || i

%r'

snyos - demol- Idwe]lminthe‘ itier cold for
gwnhﬂ:e 'Imﬁng their. vo, but n!so
B]'P’ “’h)r are they actin E—

ed to arrest -year-old
gitls;‘ he said,
_ AAP leader Aadil Ahmad

dwellers offDe.lhi., not even a m.-_:ea water on the slum. | sid the party’s agiation aganst

_e naﬂon-

rading,” Bidhur! claimed,
“‘Tge education sector is not the
only sector that has been suf-
fering from the petty politics of
the Kejriwal government but
there are a lot of projécts that
are haltedin the city including
the Ayushman Bharat Yojana
which is not implemented in
the city, 100 electric buses pro-
ﬁdcdﬁl:y the central gr.wcrln-
ment four agorare not pi )"‘
ing on theyf:;sds of the capital
because of them (AAP)”
Bidhtiri underlined.

“Apart from this, the
Yamuna is still not cleaned
desp ite the Rs 2400 crore that
hias been sanctioned

adde

the demolition order will be -

taken to the stretta near

Parliament as well. "It was in
the BJP's manifesto that all
slum dwellers will be given a
I'musc at the same place where

by the cen
ter for this pm;cci. Bldhuri |

slums are. Eul. uow, ¥ dre
notices to ‘dem; :
+said. The Delhi

the PWD to withdraw ghE
demolition, order, said it was
“inhuman” to do so at the
peak of winter and without
an alternate arrange-
it fgr the residents. .
Delhi  Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, had
earlier i week tweeted,
"PWD officials have been
ordered to immediately with-
draw the order to demolish
slums located near Dhaula
Kuan,"
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‘Cross-check records, get nod
before regularising colonies’

NEW DELHE: The forest depart-
ment has asked the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) to
cross-check records and not to
regularise unauthorised colonies
under the Centre's PM-UDAY
scheme in unidentified or pro-
tected forests without approval
from a competent authority.

The Delhi forest department
in a letter, which PTI accessed
through an RTI application,
told the DDA on November 24
that “there are khasras which
are recorded against the forest
department in revenue records
for forestry purposes but are yet
to be declared as forest area under
the Indian Forest Act, 1927, 0ra
protected area under the Wild-
life Protection Act, 1972”.

“In such cases, any regulari-
sation of unauthorised colonies
will be regarded as diversion of
forest land for non-forestry pur-
poses and will be a violation of
the Forest Conservation Act,
1980, as per the order of the
Supreme Court dated Decem-
ber 12, 1996, in the T N Goda-
varman case.

“Hence, revenue records
are to be cross-checked by the

DDA before any regularization of
unauthorized colonies is allowed
in such areas/khasras,” it said.

‘While the DDA has started
the process of regularising unau-
thorised colonies in unidenti-
fied forest areas and protected
forests, it is yet to seek approval
of competent authority for the
diversion of forest land, a for-

est department official told PTL

There has been no response
from the DDA to PTI's messages
and calls for a reaction.

The Central government
launched the Prime Minister-
Unauthorised Colonies in Delhi
Awas Adhikar Yojana (PM-
UDAY) in December 2019 to
give ownership rights to the

residents of 1,731 unauthor-
ised colonies in the national
capital after Parliament passed
the National Capital Territory of
Delhi (Recognition of Property
Rights of Residents in Unau-
thorised Colonies) Act, 2019.

The objective of the reha-
bilitation project is to provide a
better and healthyliving environ-
ment to the residents of slums.

According to the RTT reply,
the Delhi forest department also
told the DDA that the central
land-owning agency is yet to
demarcate 286.14 hectares of the
around 1,189 hectares of pro-
tected forest land under DDA’
management.

A protected forest is a for-
est with some amount of legal
and constitutional protection.
The state government has pro-
prietary rights and the power
to issue rules about the use of
such forests, but local people
are allowed to collect wood and
graze their cattle without caus-
ing any serious damage.

“Some of the unauthorised
colonies may fall in these uniden-
tified protected forests. The DDA
should ensure that there is no

regularisation of unauthorised
colonies falling in unidentified
protected forests in violation of
the Forest Conservation Act,
1980, because of the lack of
demarcation on the ground,” the
letter dated November 24 read.
“There may be unauthor-
ised colonies which might have
come over land having the sta-
tus of deemed forest or ridge,
which are protected by various
orders of the Hon'ble Supreme
Court. Hence, the DDA should
do necessary due diligence to
avoid such aréas during the reg-
ularisation or seek approval of
competent authority such as
Ridge Management Board, the
Supreme Court and the Minis-
try of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change,” it said.
Forest department officials
said they had written to the DDA
in this regard in Julylast year also.
Some of the unauthorised
colonies in the protected forests
in the national capital include
Bhim Basti, Shanti Camp, Biru
Camp, Sambhav Camp, Bapu
Camp and Sanjay Colony-Bhatti
Mines in Chattarpur; jhuggies
at Kewal Krishan Chowk Post
in Rajokari and some parts of
Sangam Vihar. “Analysis of all
the above cases reveals that the
permission of competent author-
ity is required before divert-
ing anyland by way of granting
ownership in the area which
is non-forestry purposes,’ the
forest department wrote to
the DDA. BTl




