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LG approves translocation of trees from
II'T; slams govt for delay in clearing files

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Givinghisappro-
val to the proposal to fell and
translocate 157 trees to pave
way for the construction of a
new engineering block and a
mini academic complex at
IIT-Delhi, lieutenant gover-
nor VK Saxena has expres-
sed his displeasure over a de-
lay of 26 months by Delhi go-
vernment in putling up the
proposal before him,

In his observation on the
file, Saxena said the proposal
had been pending before the
environmentdepartment sin-
ceJune 2020 and it took “seve-
ral verbal requests” and two
letters tothe chief ministerto

finally move thefile.
“It.is unfathomable as to

why a step by an Institution of
Excellence, aiming at® aug-
menting and enhancing its

academiccapacity inline with
the national goals, set and ag-
reed by all, has been delaved
for2 yearsand 4months,” a so-
urcequotedthe LG as
noting on the file.
“The department of
environment inordi-
nately took aslongas
one year just to con-
duct a joint inspec-
tion of the site,” the
sourceadded.
Sources said the LG also
added that “unexplained and
inordinate delay” took place
despite all statutory prerequi-
sites, including the provision
of land by DDA for compensa-
tory afforestation, had been
put in placemuch in advance.
“The LG has asked the CM
toensurethat responsihility is
fixed at the appropriate levels
for such delays and the pen-
dingcases are expedited in the

interest of good governance
and larger national interest.”

No immediate reaction
was available from the AAP
government,

CM Arvind Kejri-
wal gave his go-ahe-
ad to the project on
October 21.

According to offi-
cials, all infrastructu-
re projects, especially
the ones requiring fel-
lingand transplantation of tre-
es, arefirst referred tothe State
Environment Impact Assess-
ment Authority Once appro-
ved by the authority, the file is
sent totheminister of environ.
mentand forestof the Delhigo-
vernment. After thefile is clea-
red by theenvironmentdepart-
ment, it goes to the CM’s office
and subsequentl}' put up befo-
rethe G for final approval,

Sourges gaid the LG had

o

written to Kejriwal.twice this
year — on August 17 and Sep-
tember 30 - about 15 infrast-
ructure projects, including
the construction of metro cor-
ridors, government employee
housing, redevelopment of
ATIMS and a drain at IGI Air-
port, which were stuck due to
alleged delay int granting per-
mission by the department of
environment of forest. Seve-
ralsuch projects have beencle-
ared since then, sources said.
“Such inordinate, insen-
sitive and whimsical delays
not only push back plans and
projects of critical importan-
ce but also result in unjustifi-
able cost overruns,” the .G
further noted on the file, ad-
ding that despite his commu-
hications, seven projects of
“ecritical hational importan-
ce” were still pending with
the environmentminig{gp:
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Rich or poor, encroachment is the COMMON Woe here

Vibha Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Having a mix of
upscale, middle-class and low-
profile/unauthorised coloni-
es with different issues, the
Kalkaji assembly constituen-
¢y in south Delhi shares one
commeon problem — encro-
achment. Most pavements,
central verges and roadsides
in its three wards — Kalkaiji,
Sriniwaspuri and Govindpuri
- @re taken over by encroa-
chers and the problem seems
to have no solution. Internal
lanes at markets as well as bu-
sy stretehes like Dhir Sen and
Captain Gaur Marg in East of
Kailash, Guru Ravidas Marg
between Kalkaji and Govind-
puri, CV Raman Marg near
Maharani Bagh — all portray
the same picture. The ongoing
construction work on major
roads, including Ring Road
(Ashram), has only added to
the woes, alleged residents.
“It is impossible to cross
the market on Malik Ram Es-
sar Marg without petting
stuck for 15-25 minutes in the
afternoon and evening. The
entire stretch is heavily com-
mercialised, and besides shop-
keepers, customers also leave
their vehicles by the road. A
multilevel parking is around
one kilometre away, but people
prefer not td walk,” said Vis-
hal Khanna, president of tra-
ders’ association, Kalkaiji.
“Two-third of the road is
taken over by erickshaws,
vendors, gramin sewas, trans-
port vehicles,” he alleged, ad-
ding that they had even requ-
ested to stop DTC services on
this route totackle congestion.
Except for improvement in
supply of Ganga water two ye-
arsago, theresidentsof Kalka-
ji ward can hardly recall any
key eivic work in the last five
years. “The internal roads we-
re last carpeted before the ci-
vic elections in 2017, and since
then, even repair work has not
been undertaken. Pruning of
trees isalsooverdue,” said Ka-
mal Arora, president of Jand
N block RWA. “We have been
keeping a regular watch on
garbage lifting and sweeping,
but the drainage systern and

(BJP)

Sriniwaspuri
Total
Sowes  population
9% 70489
Kalkaji . ISSUES
(Women)
gl
— Govindpuri
Frequent
CLASS COMPOSITION congestions
MIX POPULATION | While areas like due to major
Sriniwaspuri and Govindpuri have encroachment
jhuggi clusters, Maharani Bagh on roads in all
and Friends Colony are upscale three wards
colonies of Delhi

The municipal corporation is making

efforts to collect garbage through
tippers regularly, but unless segregation
at source happens, desired results won't
be achieved. The concessionaires get
revenue for the amount of waste that is
transported to landfills. So, they won't insist upon
segregation. Unfortunately, at a point of time when aother
cities are earning from garbage, we are losing crores and
unable to even process it completely. Unless waste
collectors are made a part of the system and source
segregation is done, the situation won't improve

—WING COMMANDER (RETD) JASBIR CHADDHA. |
PRESIDENT, FEDERATION OF SENIOR CITIZENS, EAST OF KAILASH

. Former councillor
!} Manpreet Kaur

MAIOR ——

Former cnunc:iluf

Former councillor

Chandra
(BIP) = (Cong)
Total Tatal
population :.% population
45,038 ¥ 74,610
& L} L
Increasing Pruning of No proper Maintenance
commercialisation  trees needed; streetlights of parks and
in planned, monkey and at central green patches
unplanned stray dog verqes, getting
and village menace - especially compromised
areas requires to be on major due to
better civic addressed arterial shortage of
facilities properly roads funds

Congestion on

roads is a
perpetual issue.
While the traffic
police claimed to have
one towing vehicle for
the area to lift vehicles, the civic
body is taking no action to resolve
the issue despite our repeated
complaints in the last five years.
We also demanded better lights,
but nothing happened

— SANIAY KHURANA |
G-BLOCK, KALKAN

~~ Our colony is
next to Garhi

village where most
houses have been
converted into ;
builder floors and given
on rent. Since the lanes here are
too narrow, people often leave
their vehicles at our connecting
roads, causing congestion and
traffic jams. The MCD must look
for alternative suluticns

BALWINDER SINGH |
FOUR-STOREY DDA FLATS, GARHI

encroachments are still major
problems,” Arora added.

Former councillor Man-
preet Kaur was not available
for comment.

Lack of sanitation is a key
issue on the internal roads of
Govindpuri, which mainly

consists of jhugei clusters.
Even after delimitation, the
Kalkaji assembly constituen-
cy hasn't seen major changein
population distribution.

ward, residents are satisfied
with the quality of roads, sani-
tation, cleaning and some
other work done by the former
councillor But due to the mul-

A few kilometres from Kal-  tiplicity of ageneies, the pro-
kaji, in B Block East of Kai-  gress on some other issues is
lash under Sriniwaspuri zero, they alleged. “He is ac-

cessible and hears our issues
patiently Wehave got adispen-

sary/physiotherapy  centre, -

funds for a senior citizens'
centre after a long waitand a
barat ghar,” said Naveen Aro-
ra, a resident.

However, more vendors

and illegal parking on roads,

overflowing of sewer lines at
certain points, and stray dogs
and monkeys call for joint ef-
forts by civic bodies, said JS
Marwah, general secretary of
C & G blocks, DDA flats, Eastof
Kailash. “The veterinary de-
partment claims to be cat-
ching dogs, but expresses hel-
plessness in case of monkeys.
The forest department should
catch themn,” said Pawan Shar-
ma, anather resident.

Just next tothis upscale co-
lony is the urbanised village,
Garhi. Its increasing commer-
cialisationand rampant const-
ruction of multiple floors are
affecting the neighbouring co-
lonies. “Most of the floors are
rented out and people living
hereoften park vehicles on the
roads connecting to East of
Kailash as the narrow lanes of
Garhi can't accommodate so
many vehicles,” said Mukesh
Goel, chairman of GarhiMar-
ket Association.

Sriniwaspuri’s former co-
uncillor, Rajpal Singh, agreed
that encroachment and illegal
parking in the area needed to
be addressed. “A provision for
parking near ISKCON temple
has been done, but that is not
sufficient. T had raised the
matter, but nothing happe-
ned,” he said. But two multile-
vel parking lots were sanctio-
ned recently at Sriniwaspuri
DDA flats and Sukhdev Vihar
“Now that the Centre is expec-
ted to release funds under va-
rious heads to the unified
MCD, we hope to implement
these-projects as soon as we

win the elections,” said Singh.

He added that upscale colo-
nies located next to Ring Road,
such as Maharani Bagh and
New Friends Colony, were bad-
ly affected by air pollution,
especially due to constant
construection work around the
area, “We have written to the
LG and the Delhi government
for certain help like installa-
tion of smog towers,” he said.

Singh claimed that the
jhuggis of Sriniwaspuri had
been added under the Centre’s
Jahan Jhuggi Wahan Makan
scheme and residents won't
have to shift to Narela.

| S
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