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Day After Shaheen Bagh Stir, Bulldozers At NFC & VK

No Major Resistance In These Areas, But Residents Question Process Of Carrying Out Drives And Identifying Locations

Vibha Sharmadtimesgroup.com

New Delhi: A day after South
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion (SDMC) failed in its at-
tempt to remove encroach-
ments from Shaheen Bagh, it
carried out a demolition dri-
vein New Friends Colony, Va-
sant Kunj and Raghubir Na-
gar and removed encroach-
ments from government
land, including pavements
and footpaths.

Unlike Shaheen Bagh, the-
re was no major resistance
from the public on Tuesday,
but the residents questioned
the process of carrying out
these drives and identifying
locations when the entire area
was heavily encroached upon.

Residents of New Friends
Colony claimed illegal encro-
achment had been done on
Gurdwara Roadand CV Raman
Marg. Instead of removing

them, action was taken on in-
ternal roads of Aand Bblocks.
SDMC removed sheds,
temporary guard rooms and
semi-permanent extensions
encroaching on right of way
in A and Bblocks amid heavy
security. An AAP worker was
detained by police for interfe-
ring in the drive. Police said

thedetained person waslater .3

released and the drive was
carried out smoothly.

“We removed sheds from
at least 12 places, in addition
to a concrete wall construc-
ted outside a house in B-
Block over public land. Peo-
ple had installed fencing aro-
und planters on roadsides.
We removed the fences,” said
an SDMCofficial.

A guard sitting outside
the house in B-Block where a
side wall was demolished sa-
id the owner was in Mumbai
and he requested the civic bo-

dy togivesometime before ta-
king action. “A fully grown
tree was also uprooted du-
ring the process of demolis-
hing the extended wall,
whichisunacceptable,” poin-
ted out a RWA member.

Asif Kamal, president of
NFC RWA, said SDMC was
targeting “low hanging fru-

its"”. “We are not against the

anti-encroachment  drive,
but instead of looking for soft
targets they should take ac-
tion against large offenders.
In a 1km stretch, they
removed fences and tree gu-
ards outside five houses, but
on arterial roads encroach-
ment isdone by atleast 20 peo-

Photos: Rajesh Mehta

ple in just a 50- metre stretch,
which leads to serious traffic

issues,” he said. A shed me-
ant for keeping earthen wa-
ter potsoutside hishouse was
alsoremoved.

BJP councillorand SDMC
central zone chairman Raj-
pal Singh said action on CV
Raman Marg was also propo-

sed. “As far as Tuesday's ac-
tion was concerned, it was ta-
ken after residents/RWAs
stated that school vehicles co-
uld not enter the lanes. We
targeted encroachments on
Gurdwara Road and did vide-
ography, which was submit-
ted to police so the encroach-
ments didn’t come up again.

Regarding encroachments
done in the form of planters
outside residential houses,
we have written to the forest
department,” headded.

In Vasant Kunj, people qu-
estioned thereason fornotre-
moving encroachments from
the neighbouring DDA Park
opposite pocket D-6. “We re-
moved our items from roadsi-
des due to prior information.
But we fail to understand
why action was not taken
next to the place where the
entire DDA land has been en-
croached upon,” said a shop
owner opposite pocket D-6.

Meena Thapa, a 24-year-
old woman, claimed that her
tea stall demolished by
SDMC was the only source of
income for her family.

Anti-encroachment dri-
ves were conducted in D-2
and D-2 markets, D-6 road,
Church Road, Masoodpur Ro-

ad and adjoining areas. The-
re was one bulldozer, 50 staf-
fers and five trucks engaged
intheexercise.

Anofficial present during
the drive said they don't pre-
pare a list of properties to be
targeted in advance. “That’s
because we are well aware of
the area and during finalisa-
tion of the route plan, we se-
lect the place where conges-
tion is more and immediate
action isrequired,” headded.

In west zone, an anti-en-
croachment drive was con-
ducted in Raghubir Nagar
and a distance of nearly 1km
was freed from illegal encro-
achment. In east Delhi’s Sun-
der Nagri, the corporation
carried out demolition and
removed ramps outside va-
rious shops on Captain Javed
Ali Marg and Shani Bazar H-
Block. The drive was carried
out by three departments.
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Floodpain: Eyes Wide Shut As
Encroachments Pierce O-Zone

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Not far from Sha-
heen Bagh, where protests
erupted over an anti-encro-
achment drive by SDMC,
unauthorised constructions
have slowly been finding the-
ir way into the Yamuna river
zone in the past two decades,

- despiteclaims of actionbeing

taken by the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA).

TOI had earlier reported
about the mushrooming of
new colonies next to theriver,
with satellite images revea-
ling stark differences betwe-
en visibly desolate floodpla-
ins in 2002 and thickly conges-
ted residential areas in 2017.

“DDA is the land-owning
agency and is to blame for
this, but multiplicity of agen-
cies is an issue too, which has
been brought to the notice of
authorities,” said Manoj
Misra, convenor of Yamuna
Jiye Abhiyan.

“Encroachment on theflo-
odplain has been happening

! over the past two to three de-

’

cades and satellite images
prove that. However, the pace
of encroachment has increa-
sed only recently,” he said.
Slammingauthorities, Mis-
raadded, “Noagency in the city
has any moral authority to talk
of encroachment because their

hands are soiled. Even beyond

Zone O, half of Delhi is unaut-
horised,” hesaid.

As per the Master Plan for
Delhi 2021, Zone O comprises
the entire floodplain along
the 22km-long stretch of the
Yamuna that falls in Delhi,
from Wazirabad to Palla. A to-
tal of 76 unauthorised coloni-
es come under this zone and
as no construction is allowed,
residents have been unable to
get ownershiprights for their
properties under the Prad-
han Mantri - Unauthorised
Colonies in Delhi Awas Adhi-
kar Yojana (PM-UDAY).

In the draft Master Plan
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2021 | DDA bifurcated
Zone O into two zones
in draft Master Plan

for Delhi 2041, with no
construction allowed in
Zone O-l and ‘regulated
development’ in

Zone O-ll

for Delhi 2041, which is likely
to be notified soon, DDA has
bifurcated the zone into Zone
O and Zone O-11. While no
construction will be permit-
ted inZone O-1, or the ‘river zo-
ne’, ‘regulated development’
will be allowed in Zone O-I1.

The draft states there
should be flood checks once
every 25 years in the interest
of ecology, biodiversity and
theriverflow,

In September 2019, NGT

had asked DDA to complete
the process of demarcating
the Yamuna floodplains
and install fencing and CCTV
cameras to protect it from
encroachment. The maps
prepared by IIT Delhi, based
on the maximum water
levels observed in 2011 at va-
rious locations, have been
used for physical demarca-
tion of the floodplains.

A DDA official said CCTV
cameras have been installed

and its security personnel al-
so keep an eye on encroach-
ments. He said that there is al-
ready a task force in place and
quick reaction teams also
check if there is any illegal
construction in Zone O.

Recently, DDA said it had
reclaimed about 6 acres
through anti-encroachment
drives in the city between Ja-
nuary and March this year,
outof which4.4acres werene-
ar the floodplains.
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