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Park on banks of Yamuna
to trace freedom struggle

- Chronicling struggle
for Independence

. The DDA has roped in the National Botanical Research
- Institute to develop an Independence-themed landscape

attheAmrut Blodlverslty Park in east Delhi

Risha Chitlangia

risha.chitlangia@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: As India celebrates
75 years of Independence, people
of Delhi will get glimpses of the
freedom struggle - from the 1857

mutiny to the Dandi March --
through plant sculptures at a
biodiversity park being devel-
oped by the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) on the Yamuna
riverbank near the Common-

wealth Games village.
The Lucknow-based National

Botanical Research Institute
(CSIR-NBRI) will develop the
landscaped park by restoring
local ecology. It will also main-
tain the Amrut Biodiversity Park
spread over 108 hectares on
either side of the river. “We have
signed a memorandum of
understanding with CSIR-NBRI
to take up the greening activity
at the Amrut Biodiversity Park,”
said Rajeev Kumar Tiwari, prin-
cipal commissioner, DDA. “The
plan is to highlight important
events in India’s freedom strug-
gle as we complete 75 years of

Independence.”
There will be five dedicated

tracks on 90 hectares of land on
the eastern bank that will depict
an important historical event
each. The landowning agency
and CSIR-NBRI have decided on
five historical events — 1857
Mutiny, Santhal Rebellion,
Champaran Satyagraha, Dandi
March and the struggle by Azad
Hind Fauj led by Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose. These will be rep-
resented through plant sculp-

tures and approprlate vegeta-
tion.

“Amrut Biodiversity Park will
have a few tracks depicting some
important events related to
India’s freedom struggle,” said
Saroj K Barik, director of CSIR-
NBRI.

The agreement with CSIR-NI-

BRI was signed in April, Tiwari
said, adding that 75 varieties of
species will be planted on the
floodplain. The institute will take
two years to complete the work.
“The institute will maintain the
biodiversity park for five years
(till 2029),” said Tiwari.

" Four-tier forest "
e biodiversity park will be
};}é’aﬂ on either side of the Yan-
uma river, While 90 hectares is
located on the eastern side, 18
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On l’thewaterbodm at the Amrut b' :
which is being deVeloped by the DDA.

hectares is located on the west-
ern bank, close to the New India
Garden, which is being devel-
oped by the Central Public
Works Department as part of the
Central Vista redevelopment
project. The plan is to develop a
“four-tier forest with varieties of
grasses, herbs, shrubs and
trees,” Tiwari said.

All plantation activities at the
park will be undertaken as per
the National Green Tribunal's
guidelines, Barik said. “Only
plants which are part of the veg-
etation of the Yamuna catch-
ment will be used,” he said

“We will also be restoring the
Yamuna floodplain ecosystems
following appropriate ecological
principles,” Barik said.

“The other objective work will
be to develop the park such that
people get a glimpse of the rich
biodiversity of our country. The
park will also provide its recrea-
tion ecosystem service to the

general public.”
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> Unpaved walkways and cycle
track

% qu_e_sg :t_wralls along the river

While CSIR-NBRI is ﬁnallsing
details of the work, DDA is devel-
oping unpaved walkways and
cycle tracks spread over 11km,
nature walks along the river,
public toilets, etc., which will be
completed by the end of June.

The biodiversity park will also
have a butterfly garden, scared
groves and a nursery. On the
eastern bank, a system of wet-
lands along the unpaved path-
ways and cycle tracks inter-
spersed with floodplain forests
and grasslands is being devel-
oped to restore the ecology of the
Yamuna floodplains.

“These wetlands will act as
natural sponges for the flood-
plains and help in augmenting
the water holding capacity of the
area,” he said on condition of
anonymity. “The aim is to inter-
cept the receding water so that
mtéﬁ etaine df

The portion o theparkon e
western bank is close to the
river's edge and within 300
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metres of the green buffer area.

“A variety of native trees and riv-
erine grasses to facilitate the

ecology of the river will be

planted to connect with the

river,” the DDA official said.

Green activists complain
Environment activists, however,
said that the Yamuna floodplain
is not meant for “ornamental
landscape work”.

“The ornamental landscape
work is easy to make, but diffi-
cult to maintain. But the big
question is: why do we need this
on the Yamuna floodplains? The
floodplains require the natural
biodiversity of Yamuna,” said
Manoj Misra, convener of
Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan.

“There is enough space availa-
ble in the rest of the city where
thc.se la scul pLL

DDA should focu:
the ecology oft:gua
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Bulldozers at Shaheen
Bagh, stir pauses drive

Paras Singhand

NEW DELHI: Officials of the
South Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion (SDMC) attempted to
remove purported encroach-

| ments in the Shaheen Bagh area,

triggering protests and block-
ades for close to three hours
before they relented and
returned without any action.
Theincidentinflamed afresha
controversy now symbolised by
bulldozers and demolitions that
the opposition parties say is being
used by civic bodies and state gov-
ermments controlled by the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party (BJP) to target
minority communities. The BJP
rubbished these charges. The
party’s Delhi unit leaders main-
tained —as did the SOMC —that
the anti-encroachment drive in
Shaheen Bagh was routine.
Monday’s action was close to
the epicentre of the 100-day agi-
tation against the Citizen
(Amendment) Act, or CAA, that
began in 2019 and comes less
than a month after a demolition
drive was carried out at Jahang-
irpuri following clashes between
Hindus and Muslims.
At 11.30am on Thursday, an
continuedon 313
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During the anti-encroachment drive at Shaheen Bagh.
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SHAHEEN BAGH
SDMC team reached with a bull-
dozer to a spot near the main road
from Kalindi Kunj Park to remove
encroachments, a drive it had
planned for weeks but had to put
off for lack of police permission.
Hundreds of local residents
and some local politicians sat in
front of the bulldozer, raising slo-
gans against the civic body as well
as the ruling BJP. They contended
that whatever encroachment had
happened in the area in the past

— had already been removed by

locals of their own accord, and
that there was no need for any
drive or demolition in the area.

Seven people were detained
and a complaint was later filed by
the SDMC against Okhla legislator
and Aam Aadmi Party leader
Aamanatullah Khan and his sup-
porters for obstructing govern-
ment workers from carrying out
their duties, hours after state BJP
chief Adesh Gupta urged SDMC
mayor Mukesh Suryan to do so.
The police later registered an FIR,
invoking sections pertaining to
assault of a public servant and
obstruction.

Later in the day, Gupta held a
press conference in which he
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referred to his recent letter
addressed to people of Delhi and
party workers and said: “We have
been saying this since the start
that the AAP is trying to protect
Bangladeshi migrants and
Rohingya... Encroachment on
public land has nothing to do with
any religion or community. The
action taken in Jahangirpuri was
not against a religion.”

To be sure, encroachment is a
problem but it is the timing of the
action that is being questioned.

As per municipal laws, an
encroachment is anything placed
on public land without permis-
sion or license. It can vary from
goods of street vendors and push
carts, to ramps, staircases, exten-
sions and even flowerpots and
guard cabins. In April 2018, the
Union ministry of housing and
urban affairs set up a 15-member
inter-agency Special Task Force
headed by the DDA vice-chair-
man to coordinate encroachment
removal drives, A senior munici-
pal official explained the STF has
seta monthly target of clearing at
least 100km of road]footpath by
each of the municipal corpora-
tion. The latest action-taken
report claims that over 922.84km

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

of road, 610,913 sq m of temporary
encroachments have been cleared
by the three MCDs and NDMC in
the first three months of 2022.

The current term of the three
corporations ends between May
18 and 22, after which the batch
of BJP functionaries in the
municipalities as well as council-
lors will cease to hold their
office. The civic bodies will be
unified, a law for which has been
signed by the President, and a
special officer appointed by the
Union home ministry will take
over charge.

As the incident unfolded, a
case pertaining to the Jahangir-
puri demolitions was heard at
the Supreme Court where peti-
tioners from the CPI(M) urged
the court to step in restrain the
SDMC's action in Shaheen Bagh
— aplea the court denied.

The bench, led by justices L
Nageswara Rao and BR Gavai,
drew a distinction between the
Jahangirpuri matter, where the
drive included structures, and the
Shaheen Bagh instance, where the
drive was against hawkers and
encroachers on pavements.

The bench, adding that it could
not entertain the matter at the

insistence of a political party, also
said: “We won't protect encroach-
ments being removed according to
law. We have never given any
license to anyone to say my house
is unauthorized and I need to be
protected. We are not considering
encroachments across the coun-
try. Merely because we are show-
ing indulgence does not mean you
can take shelter under our order.”

Itallowed CPI(M) to withdraw
the plea and approach the HC.

While Delhi Police did not com-
ment on why the drive was halted,
an officer who was at the spot,
while asking not to be named, said
it was due to overhead high-ten-
sion wires. The civic body stressed
it was a routine anti-encroach-
ment drive, but residents saw a
political motive,

“We are being targeted
because Shaheen Bagh was at
the centre of the anti-CAA pro-
tests. Entire Delhi has a problem
of encroachment, why are they
targeting our locality,” said
Mohammed Anees, a resident of
Shaheen Bagh's G block.

In the last fortnight, SDMC
made three requests to the police
to remove encroachments from
the area but were denied forces.

NewDelhi q eedo

Police said in its reply to SDMC
that the area was “extremely
sensitive from law-and-order
point of view” and “local political
leaders may carry out protest
against demolition drive” It
finally agreed to provide security
at1l.15am on Monday.

The AAP and the Delhi gov-
ernment did not comment on
the issue separately.

Following an announcement
by the SDMC of the drive begin-
ning at llam, residents, local
traders and political leaders
began to gather at the GD Birla
road, which connects Noida to
Sarita Vihar and other parts of
south Delhi.

‘When the drive began, people
sat in the way of the bulldozer,
thwarting police efforts to create
asecurity ring. Okhla MLA Khan
and his supporters reached the
sitearound halfan hour later, and
said people have themselves
removed temporary extensions,
benches and goods on his appeal.
“Where is encroachment on this
road? I am area MLA and this is
PWD road —MCD should tell me
where the encroachment is and

. wewill getit removed... If people

have listened to me, why would
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people not come when something
wrong is being carried out. This is
not Hindu-Muslim issue. Half of
these shops belong to Hindu
brothers.”

Amit Sharma, manager of a
store whose shutter was half
shut, said many shops had shut
for Monday fearing action, while
many opened after the bulldo-
zers left. By noon, the blockade
on the arterial road led to a cas-
cading traffic problem across
Kalindi Kunj, Jaitpur, Sarita
Vihar and parts of Mathura road.

The first target of the bulldozer
—a shop with some scaffolding in
front for signage and shuttering
work —was left untouched. The
owner of the shop removed the
scaffolding while the bulldozer
stood by.

Last month, coinciding with
the Hindu Ram Navami celebra-
tions and the Muslim holy month
of Ramzan, a number of demoli-
tion drives took place in the states
of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pra-
desh, Gujarat and Karnataka —all
ruled by the BJP. Some of these
followed clashes between the two
communities, and opposition par-
ties alleged the targets of the
drives were largely Muslims.
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Illegal constructions in O zone
of Yamuna 2o unchecked: Locals

Vlilt.suuun@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Amid the hubbub
over South Delhi Municipal
Corporation’s anti-encroach-
ment drive in southeast Delhi's
Shaheen Bagh on Mondagy, local
residents said the civic body
should also check illegal const-
ructions in the area, including
in the Yamuna O zone, where
construction is prohibited.

“There are buildings be-
ing erected quite brazenly ne-
ar the Yamuna, but there se-
em to be no checks on such il-
legalactivities,” alleged anel-
derly resident of Shaheen
Bagh, who did not want to gi-
ve his name. “The heights of
the buildings are beyond the
permissible limit and the ro-
adsareencroached too.”

The area MLA, Amanatul-
lah Khan of AAP, however, refu-
ted this. “No constructions ha-
ve taken place beyond the DDA
boundary wall. And if anyone
claims there is unauthorised
construction in the area, he or
she should come with the area
map to prove it,” said Khan.

An SDMC official clarified.
“Tn 2021, Parliament passed the

OFFICIALS SAY

SDMC has planned
drives on Gurdwara
Road, New Friends
Colony, and D1 and D2
markets in Vasant
Kunj, among others,
on Tuesday

7
National Capital Territory of
Delhi Laws (Special Provisions)
Second (Amendment) Act pro-
tecting houses constructed be-
fore 2014 in 1,731 colonies from
any demolition till December
2023. These identified, unautho-
rised colonies will not face ac-
tion like demolition or sealing
till that date,” said the official,
adding, ‘“We are, however, regu-
larly acting against recent
constructions anywhere. We
can’t be selective about colonies
to take action against. It isactu-
ally the responsibility of DDA
to check illegal construction or
encroachmentof theirland.”
SDMC mayor Mukesh Sury-
analsoaccepted that therewere
buildings that have illegally co-
me up or been extended on Ya-
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muna Khadar and government
land in recent years. “While we
have served notices to some of
these recent illegal construc-
tions, there is a plan for intense
actionagainstthemonce weare
through with the anti-encro-
achment drive,” said Suryan.

In December 2019, extending
legalrights to people in these co-
lonies, the central government
launched the PM UDAY (Unaut-
horised Colonies in Delhi
Awas Adhikar Yojana) scheme
with DDA executing the ow-
nershiprights. Butnotmany pe-
ople came forward to register
themselves. Last month, DDA
proposed an amendment not to
treata valid will asa mandatory
ownership document.

Amid all this, in September
last year, SDMC proposed to al-
low building plans to be submit-
ted for construction in unautho-
rised colonies and asked DDA to
grant permission for such appli-
cations. “The move came inrun-
up to municipal elections. But
the problem is that as long as
such extensionsand relaxations
aregiven by the political parties,
the problem cannot be resol-
ved,” said a retired civic official.
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