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LG, CM Look To Ease
Waterlogging Woes

Quick-Response Teams Among Steps PIanned

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Lieutenant gover-
nor V K Saxena on Wednesday
asked theagenciestodeploy qu-
ick response teams, equipped
with all necessary instruments
and skills, during the monsoon
toanswer to the calls regarding
waterlogging so that people fa-
celeast inconvenience.

With the monsoon less than

riwal jointly called a meeting of
all stakeholders and assessed
the preparedness to deal with
the problems that arise every ye-
ar due to heavy downpour Seve-
ral areas in the city reported wa-
terlogging and at least one per-
son drowned at an underpass in
south Delhi in a heavy pre-mon-
soon shower afew days ago.
Interestingly amid the alle-
gations by AAP legislators that
the LG was violating the consti-
tutional framework, Saxena had
aseparate meeting with the chief
minister and deputy CM Manish
Sidodia before the one on monso-
on preparedness. The details of
the deliberations are not known.
To ensure that people are
not inconvenienced due to flo-
oding of roads, overflowing
drains and falling of trees,
both the LG and the CM asked
the agencies to prepare a long-
term plan. While it will take
some time to be ready, Saxena
directed officials to create pro-
perly covered sinkholes of six-
eight-inch diameter, lined
with perforated pipes, at the
waterlogging-prone sites, and
also along the drains and DJB
sewer lines prone to flooding,
so that water could be instant-
ly channelled and used to re-
charge the groundwater.
In a statement, Raj Niwas
said Kejriwal seconded the

LG VK Saxena with CM Kejriwal and deputy CM Sisodia

A RAJNIWAS STATEMENT SAYS
The LG and the CM asked officials to put in place

comprehensive long-term measures... to deal with the
problems of overflowing and waterlogging rather than

dealing with the issue in a ‘crisis management mode’

@a and directed officials to
comply with it. The high-
level meeting was also
attended by chief secretary
Naresh Kumar and officials
of DDA, MCD, NDMC, PWD,
traffic police and other
prominent departments.

Officials said both Saxena
and Kejriwal reviewed a pre-
sentation made by the agenci-
es concerned regarding the
status of desilting of drains,
layingof alternate pipelinesto
transport excess water from
chronic sites, and deployment
of pumps and vans. “They
asked officials to put in place
comprehensive long-term
measures... to deal with the
problems of overflowing and
waterlogging rather than
dealing with the issue in a ‘cri-
sis management mode’, as has
been happening till now,” the
statement read.

Officials said the silt from
drains would be transported to

designated sites immediately.

“The LG has asked this
exercise to be photographed
and videorecorded and uploa-
ded on the websites of the
agencies concerned. Pressuri-
sed hosing will be done to for-
cefully move the silt downstre-
am,” said an official. “To pre-
vent roads from caving in, pro-
per compaction will be done
after completion of civil
works. Officials were also di-
rected to construct concrete-
cemented roads at waterlog-
ging-prone locations.”

As a long-term measure,
the LG and the CM agreed
upon a comprehensive study
of the drains, gradient and
catchmentareas sothat excess
water could be transported for
long-term storage, They direc-
ted officials “to come up witha
time-bound plan for laying al-
ternate pipelines for stormwa-
ter drainage. The Drainage
Master Plan, pending for ye-
ars, will be expeditiously fina-
lised,” the statement added.

90-day window
opened for
landpooling
applications

New Delhi: A 90-day
window has been
opened by Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) for people to
apply under its land
pooling policy, officials
said on Wednesday.
The portal for
participating in the
policy for 104 villages,
was earlier open till
December 24 last year,
government had
informed the Lok
Sabha earlier. A new
window of 90 days has
been opened, starting
late May. Also, this
period is to allow
settingup ofa
consortium for three
sectors under the
policy. DDA had issued
anoticetosetupa
consortium for three
sectors across two
zones, under the land
pooling policy, the
urban body had said on
May 18. The validity of
the notice will be 90
days from the date of

issue. pmi
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A few good men — and women: Giving
trees felled in city a fresh lease of life

Khton Dbk imessroup<om  GREEN suoors or IIOPE

New Delhi: You could say
these few individuals weren't
barking up the wrong tree
when they decided that upro-
oted trees should be given a
chance at taking root again.
And that is how some of the
trees felled by the fierce
storm of May 30 are standing
again — and all without the
help of officialdom.

Two old Ashok trees knock-
ed down but with their roots in-
tact were salvaged by a resident
of Lajpat Nagar. Getting no re-
sponse from Delhi govern-
ment’s Green Helpline or from
apathetic municipal corpora-
tion officials, 60-year-old Anu-
radha Gera, aresidentof Lajpat
Nagar 3, first turned to YouTu-
be to learn how to revive the tre-
es and then consulted some en-
vironmentalists on the matter.

“Several trees had fallen in
the storm and they were all be-
ing hewn and ferried away,”
said Gera. “Three trees were
uprooted in the park near my
house. Whileone was removed
by the civic body, two Ashok
trees, both around 10 yearsold,
had their roots intact. I knew |
had torestorethem.”

Gerarecalled how many pe-
ople discouraged her from try-
ing to replant the trees, while
others suggested instead that
she plant new saplings. “But I
have been living close to those
trees for years. Wedon't give up
on our family members when
they are sick. We take them to
the hospital and hope they be-
come well. It wasthesame with
these trees,” she smiled.

But restoration was easier
said than done. “The civic offi-
cials were either helpless or
too busy Some said it was a fu-

and air from reaching the
roots, weakening them

» During monsoon, the
shoot tends to expand,
but is obstructed by
concretisation

» Root damage due
to maintenance or
civic work

» Wrong or uneven
pruning making one side of
the tree heavy

B When a tree falls, the civic department

.\

Lack of will/

wants to cut it to clear the roads different priorities
.
» Varies from tree to » Ensure safety of > Place the tree at its original
tree; depends on root ‘ infrastructure nearby, position using crane or rope
depth, weight, etc such as electricity/ ! > Put good earth soil to pack |
> Cutthe tree at least 1-2feet | telecom boxes the tree tight
above the first branches » Lift the tree using > Place a temporary
(Vor Y section) Make ' ropes or hydra crane, structure/a small wall to
» Remove all shoot  depending on weight support the tree and hold soil
concrete around the  ll@hter | .. pyt compost and above road level
base up to 3 feet without termite repellent % » Ensure timely
damaging the remaining roots | under the tree watering
tile task, others were clueless : According to Verhaen
Times VIew Khanna of New Delhi Nature

about the tree ambulance,” sa-
id Gera. “As a first step, witha
neighbour’s help, I persuaded
the municipal horticulturede-
partment staff not to cut and
cartaway the trees.”

She then researched how to
go about it and was encourage
when the environmentalists
she contacted told her the trees
could be saved and sent her so-
me videos of successful resto-
ration in the city. “We followed
the procedure shown in the vj-
deos and also consulted ex-
perts whenever we were unsu-
re,” the tree lover said. “We

he city needs more local

heroes like them. They need
to be felicitated. It will
encourage others to take up
similar environmental-friendly
initiatives.

pruned the branches, cleaned
the soil and put fresh manure
in the hole before pulling the
tree upright with ropes, We
then supported the upright tre-
es with wires. They are being
looked after by the park garde-
ners. We have our fingers cros-
sed that they will survive.”

Society, who, jointly with
MCD and DDA, has success-
fully restored over five large
trees, including a 40-year-old
Peepal in Maharani Bagh,
getting civicofficials to agree
to help the trees is the prima-
ry hurdle. “The most difficult
part is to convince officials
that the fallen trees can be sa-
ved. They are only eager to
cart them away. But if I liste-
ned to them, then the trees |
saved wouldn’t be standing
upright today," said Khanna.

He said the government’s

Photo: Hyal Bhattacharjee

Two old Ashok trees that got knocked
down, but had their roots intact were

salvaged by a resident of Lajpat Nagar

much publicised tree ambulan-
cehasn’tbeen proactiveand the
civic authorities often remove
fallen trees without assessing
their capability tosurvive,
Green activist Bhavreen
Kandhari added, “Shortly after
the storm struck on May 31, Del-
hiites began calling us to help
rehabilitate the fallen trees in
their localities. However, MCD,
which hold primary responsibi-
lity for trees, was conspicuous-
ly silent. Such bodies anyway
don’t know how to attend to fal-
len, injured, root-damaged tre-
es. They simply prune them or
cut thefallen trees into timber.”
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Heavy crowds at park
drive traffic chaos at

ParasSingh T
paras@hindustantimes.com
NEW DELHI: The Bharat Darshan
Park has added to the congestion
around Punjabi Bagh crossing on
Ring Road with hundreds flock-
ing to the park every day,
leading to traffic snarls. -~
Officials aware of

'Punjabi Bagh crossing

gest the stretch,” the official said.
Currently, visitors park their
vehicles on the Ring Road, adding
to the congestion on the busy

intersection.
“This network of multilevel
parkings will also cater to several
buildings in the vicinity
™. that witness footfall.
. Work on two park-

the matter said lack L7/ 2\ ing lots will begin
of parking for visi- s () i, \ this month. Tend-
tors to the park | “san & ™pana .| ers have been
has emerged as | ponm /DARSHAN |

one of the main \ P PARK

factors leading to \
traffic jams, espe-

| cially on weekends, <

public holidays and even- e
ing hours.

To resolve the problem, the
engineering wing of the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
plans to develop threc multilevel
parking lots in the vicinity to pro-
vide parking space for more than
663 vehicles. The three multilevel
parking sites will come up near

| Punjabi Bagh Club Road, the

existing municipal crematorium
and inside the Waste to Art park,
which was opened in December
last year, the officials said.

A senior MCD official said two
parking sites have been approved

| by the standing committee while

Delhi Development Authority has
handed over 2,300 sqm on Club
Road for the third parking lot.
“We have hired a consultant to
recommend how to best utilise
this space for parking and decon-

| finalized and

‘/ work orders have

been issued for

/" two lots, We have

" started marking the

- site for the first parking
lot near the cremationground on
Tuesday. Similarly, the second
facility will replace the existing
green waste processing centre,”
the official said.

The municipal corporation
runs Punjabi Bagh cremation
ground, which is the second larg-
est funeral facility in the city. It
has a surface parking spread over
5,000sqm area which has space
for around 80 vehicles.

“A five-storey puzzle parking is
being developed at this site which
will increase the vehicle capacity
to around 225, official said.

Moti
Nagar

Puzzle parking is an auto-
mated system that enables hori-
zontal and vertical movement of
spots, to park and retrieve cars.

The second parking lot inside
the park will come up in place of
the bio-composters,
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Land pooling: NO progress yet on
amendments proposed to DD Act

Certain tweaks made to the proposal will benefit only a few, says Delhi BJP leader

MUNEEF KHAN

NEW DELHI

Three months after an offi-
cial announcement of pro-
posed amendments to the
‘Delhi Development . Act,

1957, aimed at making land i

.pooling mandatory in the
Capital, no progress has
‘been made on that front.

"~ Asenior BJP leader, who is
familiar with the develop-
‘ments, told The Hindu that
the proposed amendments
are “unlikely” to be passed
'soon and added that certain
‘tweaks have been made to
‘the proposal that will “bene-
fit only a select bunch”.

The proposed amend-
ments — which were an-
nounced by Union Minister
Hardeep Puri on March 8 —
are aimed at eliminating
roadblocks in the Delhi De-
velopment Authority’s land
‘pooling policy, in which the
‘urban body plays the role of
a facilitator.

“ The amendments, if
‘passed, would make pooling
of land mandatory even for
those land owners who have
not expressed their interest
in the scheme if the mini-
mum participation of 70%.is
achieved in a sector. The
amendments also propose
granting of powers to the
Centre to declare pooling of
land mandatory even if the

= s - E i "
Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri had announced the

proposed amendments on March 8 this year. =riLE PHOTO

minimum participation rate
is not achieved.

EWS among beneficiaries
Notified on two occasions, in
2013 and 2018, the land pool-
ing policy is aimed at provid-
ing 17 lakh dwelling units —
including five lakh units for
economically weaker sec-
tions — for a population of
roughly 80 lakh people.
Currently, 104 villages,
which have been divided in-
to six zones and further di-
vided into 129 sectors, have
been identified for land
pooling. The DDA had ee-
cently issued conditional
notices for the formation of
consortiums in three high-
priority sectors falling under
zones- N and P-11. However,
development works are yet
to start under the land pool-

ing policy.

‘Changes in proposal’
When asked about the pro-
gress on the amendments, a
senior DDA official said a
proposal has been sent to
the Union Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs with a
“few tweaks” to some of the
amendments.

Refusing to elaborate on
the tweaks, the senior offi-
cial confirmed that the two
amendments that propose to
make pooling mandatory
have been retained in the
proposal.

“The amendments were
discussed, corrected and
sent to the Ministry. Now it is
up to to them. The tweaks to
the amendments are aimed
at making them better,” said
the official. -

Despite multiple requests
for a comment, Manoj Joshi,
Secretary, Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs, did
not respond.

The context

While the land pooling poli-
cy has remained promising
on paper, the DDA has strug-
gled to execute it -on the
ground due to a condition,
which requires 70% contigu-
ous land apart from the mi-
nimum participation rate.

Though the urban body
has ‘achieved the minimum
participation rate in various
sectors, it is yet to fulfil the
minimum contiguous land
condition.

Since the DDA first
opened its window for land
pooling applications in Fe-
bruary 2019, a total area of
7,275.45 hectares from a to-
tal of 6,922 applications has
been registered.

The proposed amend-
ments look to eliminate the
contiguity factor. The issu-
ing of conditional notices
has now placed the onus of
ensuring contiguity - and an
implementation plan within
90 days - on landowners
who have already expressed
their interest in the scheme.
The failure to do so will re-
sult in the notice being can-
celled or withdrawn.

e o




