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Walk In The Woods: Sanjay Van Calls Nature
Lovers With Workshops, Tree Census & More

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA),
which organised a dragonfly
festival at Sanjay Van in so-
uth Delhilast month, plans to
conduct more such activities
as part of ‘Learning with Na-
ture’ initiative over the next
two and a half months.

The activities, to be ofga-
nised in the forest in collabo-
ration with WWF India, are
part of the authority’s aim
to promote the partnership of
citizens in preserving city
forests and to encourage na-
ture-based learning, especi-
ally among children. The ac-
tivities will include works-
hops, butterfly walk, photog-
raphy workshop, tree census,
bird census, nature trail and
clean-updrives.

Spread over around 784
acres, Sanjay Van with a rich
diversity of floraandfaunais
home to a number of hirds,
reptiles, butterflies, mam-
mals, etc., an official said.

On October 16, Sunday, a
workshop on butterflies will
beheld, followed by awalk led
by an expert to observe diffe-
rent speciesof butterflies. On
October 24, DDA will organi-
se a dragonfly ‘biolblitz'— a
census to observe the diffe-
rent species of dragonflies
and damselflies found in the
notified reserved forest. The
last activity of this month
will witness a clean-up drive
with a group of volunteers.

A butterfly walk, which
will be led by an expert, to ob-
serve different species of but-
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CALENDAR OF NATURE ACTIVITIES AT SANJAY VAN

27

Dragonfly ‘bioblitz’ (census)

Volunteer clean-up drive
NOVEMBER
Butterfly walk
19 Workshop on nature
photography
Bark census (census. of tree
barks and species found on it)

Volunteer clean-up drive

Open to
public
30

DECEMBER

terflies found in the area will
be held in November. A pho-
tography workshopon how to
capture nature and biodiver-
sity will be conducted by an
experton November12.

A tree walk with an expert
will be conducted on Novem-

by acensustoobserveand take
photographs of different tree
barks and species. Another
clean-up drive by volunteers
willbecarried out thenextday

A bird census will be held
on all weekends in December
toobserve different species of
birdsat a time when migrato-

IV =T =t
Forest ‘Bathing Walk’ Open to
10 (observing nature through all public
senses during nature trail) £
17 Waorkshop on butterflies 25
Bird walk
» (arrival of migratory birds) »
784 150 5
ACRES Species Number of
Total area of | of birds foundin | waterbodies in
Sanjay Van the city forest the area
rybirdsarelikely toarrivein  bird walk the next day.
the area. On December 10, a Most of the nature activi-

‘forest bathing walk’, a natu-
re trail by an expert, will be
held for visitors to use their
senses in understanding and
observing nature. On Decem-
ber 17, a workshop on birds

ties will be conducted with a
limited number of partici-
pants. The entry will be by re-
gistration on a first-come,
first-served basis. The regi-
strations will open two weeks

ber 26, which will be followed

-

will be held, followed by a

before the respective events,
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LII0 ghats, 25-crore
budget: Govt plans

in place for Chhath

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: For over 40 lakh Poorvanchalis who have made Delhi
their home, the Delhi government has decided toset up1,100ghats
- temporary and permanent —along the Yamuna, near old watey-
bodiesand in several MCD and DDA parks toensure the devotees
do not have to travel much to offer prayers on Chhath Puja. |
As the number of Poorvanchalis - the natives of eastern

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar - has increased in Delhi in the past

decadeor so, thefestival, too, has gained popularity and isce-
lebrated with fervour: Apart from readying the ghats for offe-
ring prayers, the Delhi government makes several arrange-
ments to ensure the devotees do not face inconvenience.

Revenue minister Kailash Gahlot held a review mee- ¥

ting on Friday on the preparedness of Chhath Puja in Del-
hi. The meeting was attended by divisional commissioner

KR Meena and district magistrates of all 11districts of the
capital. Revenue department is the nodal agency for ma- -

king arrangements for the celebration of Chhath Pujaina
safe, secure and eco-friendly manner with full festivity.

According to officials, the department will make arrange-
ments for tents, chairs, tables, lighting, sound system, CCTV,
LEDscreensand power backupat all the sites, The departments
will also be in close coordination with the officials of irrigation
and flood control and Delhi Jal Board for arranging clean water,
health department for primary health services and deploy-
ment of ambulances, DUSIB for mobile toilet vans and Delhi
Policeand civil defence to provide safety and security, traffic po-
lice and with civic agencies for sanitation and cleanliness.

Gahlotsaid thenumberof pujasiteshasincreasedfrom
just69in2014to1,100and thebudgethasalsogoneupby10ti-
mes from Rs 2.5 crore in 2014 to Rs 25 crore this year. “The
arrangementsthis year will be unprecedented. Apart from
increasing the number of ghats, we have also ensured the-
re are proper facilities for the devotees’ family members at
the puja venues,” Gahlot said.
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Govt shirking responsibility, says
LG; another love letter, retorts CM

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The unabated war of
words between the Delhi lieuten-
ant governorand the state govern-
ment further intensified on Satur-
day with LG VK Saxena writinga
scathing letter to Delhi chief minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal accusing his
government of “running away
from constitutional duties” and a
member of his party of “crossing
all boundaries of propriety” even
as the AAP chief termed it
“another love letter” from the LG
and an attempt by the Centre to
disrupt the lives of citizens of
Delhi.

The letter comes in the back-
drop of several probes that the
LG has ordered against the Delhi
government, attracting sharp reac-
tions from the top AAP leadership,
which has accused the LG of act-
ing at the behest of the BJP-led
central government.

In a six-page lenter, dated Octo-
ber 7, Saxena said, “T hope thatyou
will accept this message of mine in
the true sense as a ‘duty letter’
received from the guardian of
Delhi, which you are calling ‘love
letter’ " — a direct swipe at a tweet
by Kejriwal on Thursday in which

%é’-’

[ hope that you
will accept this
message of mine in
the true sense as

a ‘duty letter’
received from the
guardian of Delhi,
which you are
calling ‘love letter’.

VK SAXENA,

Delhi lieutenant governor

Have received yet
another love letter
today. BJP is trying
to destroy the lives
of people of Delhi
through LG. These
people create one
issue or another
every day.

ARVIND KEJRIWAL,

Delhi chief minister

he had said that even his wife has
not written him as many love let-
ters as the LG has sent him in the
pastsix months.

In separate tweets in Hindi, Kej-
riwal said, "Even my wife does not
scold me as much as LG sahib
scolds me every day.”

“In the last six months, my wife
has not written me as many love
letters as LG Sahib has written to
me. LG sahib, chill a bit. And also
tell your super boss to chill," the
chief minister had said.

Citing 11 interventions and

probes that he has ordered against
the AAP government, the LG said,
“Your government is running on
the basis of advertisements and
speeches. When I, while discharg-
ing my constitutional responsibili-
ties, made you aware of these
shortecomings and requested you
to redress them, you and your col-
leagues not only misled the people,
but also made baseless personal
allegations. Take cognizance and
reference of Manish Sisodia's
baseless, misleading and nonsen-
sical statements.”

“Iwould like to remind you that
the issues that were conveyed to
you in the letter constituted the
feelings of all the common citizens
of Delhi and the issues were
related to administration. I, or the
people of Delhi, have not yet
received any satisfactory reply
from you on those matters.”

Chief minister Kejriwal
responded to the latest letter ina
tweet, “Have received yet another
love letter today.” And added, in
another tweet, “BJP is trying to
destroy the lives of people of Delhi
through LG. These people create
one issue or another every day. I
want to assure the people of Delhi
that until their son [Kejriwal}-is
alive, you need not worry. I'will not
let anything bad happen to you.”

Last Tuesday, deputy chief min-
ister Manish Sisodia wrote to the
LG and accused him of ordering
“illegal and unconstitutional”
probes against the Delhi govern-
ment'’s decisions. “Of all the inves-
tigations you have ordered so far,
nothing came out in even a single
one of them...Such bogus and friv-
olous scams serve no one. [t only
wastes the time of all the depart-
ments and shatters the morale of
all the officers,” said Sisodia.

Responding to allegations lev-

elled by Sisodia in a second letter
on Wednesday, in which the dep-
uty CM asked the LG as to why he
had not ordered probe into the
“toll tax collection scam by MCD",
the LG said that he has been com-
pletely impartial in discharging his
constitutional duties.

“T'have tried to highlight lapses
and acted against corruption in all
department including DDA, MCD
and Delhi Police. I had sought
detailed reports on allegations
related to toll tax collection and
the factual reports show that MCD
has revoked the contract of the pri-
vate agency and legal action is
being undertaken for recovery,”
Saxena said.

In his letter, Saxena also cited
several cases of defamation filed
against AAP leaders by opposition
figures,

Sisodia on Thursday linked the
“daily attacks on the AAP govern-
ment” to the rising popularity of
his party in Gujarat. “The man-
date for AAP is growing in Gujarat
ever day, just as a new inquiry is
setup in Delhi. People understand
their [BJP's] efforts to stop Kejri-
wal. No matter what they do, nei-
ther the development works in
Delhi will stop, nor the AAP wave
in Gujarat,” Sisodia tweeted.
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Fixing basic infra key to
achieve 24/7 Capital c1ty

Risha Chitlangia
risha.chitlangia @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Delhi lieutenant gov-
ernor VK Saxena’s decision to
allow restaurants, chemist shops,
and transport services to operate
round-the-clock is a first step
towards making Delhi a 24-hour
crty a concept first introduced in

the draft Master Plan of Delhi-2041
last year.

However, experts feel that to
ensure a vibrant nightlife and a
thriving night time economy,
some quick measures have to be
taken to ensure public safety, espe-
cially for women, modify imings
for availability of public transport.

The Dethi government is likely
to issue a notification regarding

ions in the Delhi Shops and
Establishment Act, 1954, in a
week’s ime. The move will imme-
diately benefit 300 plus establish-
ments ranging from hotels, restau-
rants, eateries to online delivery
services of food, medicines, logis-
tics and other essential commodi-
ties, transport and travel services
that have been such approvals for
the past six years.

Both the Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment and the Delhi develop-
ment Authority (DDA) have been
pushing for night time economy.

The draft MPD-2041, which will
be finalised by April next yedt, has
proposed development of nightlife
circuits around cultural precinets,
heritage areas, central business
districts to provide the city a
“vibrant nightlife”. It proposed that
restaurants and commercial
establishments remain open 24x7
so that Delhi can become a
“24-hour city” just like London,
Paris, New York and Amsterdam.
civic society members and experts
have welcomed the decision, they
said a host of meastires are needed
to implement the idea.

Public transport

A good public transport system
during night and well-planned
spaces are essential for the city to
have a nightlife. London, New
York, Seoul, Barcelona, Hang
Kong, and Tokyo are some cities
where public transport is available

Cun'emly the Metro services
are not available after 11-1.30 pm,
the frequency of buses drops sig-

_""'"__-'--_

Traders associations said that the goverﬁment should ensure law and order in commercial areas

where establishments will be allowed to open 24 hours.

nificantly after 10pm, and a limited
number of auto-rickshaws ply at
night.

Anumita Roychowdhury, exec-
utive director, research and advo-
cacy at Centre for Science and
Environment said it is a good
move to promote night time econ-
omy and nightlife in the city, but
there is a need to ensure safe
access to public transport.

She said, “To promote night
time economy;, it is important to
provide people safe access and
good public transport services.
Otherwise what will happen is that
it will only get people who have a
personal vehicle, The purpose of
the night time economy will not be
fully optimized unless we give
good public transport service and
also good placemaking.”

Hitesh Vaidya, director,
National Institute of Urban Affairs
(which has helped DDA in prepar-
ing the Master Plan vision docu-
ment), said, "Cities should con-
sciously support night time econo-
mies and active nightlife, This has
several potential positives. It will
support numerous activities that
can thrive at night, for instance,
cultural activities, certain indus-
tries, logistics, etc. thereby helping
to stagger work timings and
reduce congestion on roads. This
will also substantially increase
productive use of city resources by

utilising city infrastructure
throughout the day, resulting in
higher economic output.”

Public safety

Safety of people, specially women,
experts say has to be ensured dur-
ing night time. [tis not just public
transport, but measures have to be
taken to ensure that women feel
safe to go out at night.

Kalpana Viswanath, co-founder
and CEO of Safetipin, said, “There
isa need to address issues related
to the safety of women so that they
can work at night and visit these
nightlife hubs. Good public trans-
port system, specially last mile
connectivity, is essential and there
isalsoa need to have more eyes on
the street. Cities like Bangkok have
a good nightlife and women feel
safe to go out, They should also
allow street vendors to do business
atnlght asthey act as eyes on the
streets.”

Markets and restaurants
Welcoming the decision, restau-
rantowners said that this has been
alongstanding demand, and mar-
ket associations said that the gov-
ernment should allow all commer-
cial establishments to open round-
the-clock.

Manpreet Singh, the owner nr

'Zmreslaurantm Connaught Place

and the treasurer of National Res-

HTARCHIVE

taurant Association of India
(NRAI), said, “This has been our
long pending demand that mar-
kets like Connaught Place should
be allowed to operate 24x7. This
will not only provide more
employment opportunities, but
also generate revenue for the gov-
ernment. We are hopeful that the
decision to serve liquor will also be
extended after this decision.”

Traders association said that
the government should ensure law
and order in commercial areas
where establishments will be
allowed to open 24 hours. Atul
Bhargava, president of New Delhi
Traders Association at Connaught
Place, said, “Itis a popular concept
abroad and can be done here too,
but the police have to ensure law
and order. The government
should first try it on a pilot basis in
a few commercial centres.”

But traders in Lajpat Nagar say
that all city markets should be

Hindustan Times

allowed to remain open at night.

Ashwani Marwah, general secre-
tary, traders Association Lajpat
Nagar said, “At present, there is
massive rush during weekends, as
people don't get time to visit the
markets during weekdays due to
their working hours. Most mar-
kets close by 8-9 pm. All markets
should be allowed to open round-

be roped for security.”
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To give city sporting chance,
to closely track work at complex

Sidhartha Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Last month, the founda-
tion for Delhi Development Authori-
ty's (DDA} first sports complex to be
built under Public-Private Partners-
hip (PPP) was laid by lieutenant go-
vernor VK Saxena at Dwarka sector
18-B. The land development agency
is now planning to engage a consul-

from 3.45 lakh square feet of commer-
cial facilities . The project is being ta-
ken up by Omaxe through PPP mode
on design, finance, operate and trans-
fer model with a coneession period of
30 years. The facility is expected 10 be
completed within three years.

Apart from sports facilities, the
arena will also provide commercial

ting engineering firm for daily mo- According to DDA
nitoring of the construction of this officials, all sports
first-of-its-kind project. f deqe[oped n
The ‘Integrated Multi-Sports Are- ﬂalgsng?“m also be 0
na’ is coming up on a site spread over X
around 51 acre and will boast of an in- available for users on pay
ternational cricket-cum-foothall stadi- and play basis for a
um with a minimum seating capacity H
of 30,000, indoor multi sports facilities "'“i“'“m:ﬁ'tﬁ:“fm'
with2,000seating capacity,amembers- capacity, )
hip-based sports clib with capacity to requiring membership of
accommodate 3,000 members. the sports club
The Rs 350 crore project will also

includefacilities for tennis, badmin-
ton, squash, table tennis, swimming
pool etc. According to DDA officials,
all sports facilities developed on the
sitewillalso beavailable foruserson
pay and play basis for a minimum of
25% of their capaciry, without requi-
ring membershipof the sportsclub.

The area of the sports facility is
going to be 6.4 lakh square feet, apart

facilities, including retadl, hotel, ho-
spitality, commercial office space
and supporting facilities for sports.
For the sports facility, the role and
functionsof the ‘independent engine-
er' tobe broughton board will be to re-
view, inspect, and monitor construe-
tion works for the project facilities.
The firm will also conduct tests on
completion of construction and issue

DDA

completion or provisional certificate,
During the construction period,
the independent engineer will un-
dertake a detailed review of the dra-
wings and detailed project report to
be furnished by the concessionaire,
along with supporting data, inclu-
ding geo-technical and hydrological
investigations, characteristics of
materials{romborrow arcasand qu-
arry sites and topographical surve-
ys. The independent engineer will
complete the review and send com-
ments and observations to DDA.
Inspection of the construction
waorks and the project facilities will be
carried out once every month and an in-
spection report giving overview of the
status, progress, quality and safety of
construction, including the work metho-
dology adopted, the materials used and
their sources, and conformity of const-
ruction works, etc will be submitted.

Apart from Dwarka, DDA s also !

working on one sports complex each at
Rohini and Narela under a similar PPP
model. Anofficialsaid that the plot iden-
tified at Rohind Sector-34 measures app-
roximately 53.6 acres and the tentative
project cost is estimated at Rs 150 crore.
The plot at Narela Sector- AT is much
smaller at 18 acres and the project cost is
estimated to bearound Rs 57 crore.

GET SET, GO!

30,000 —
Capacity of
international cricket-
cum-football stadium

2,000
Capacity of indoor
multi-sports facilities

33,000
Minimum
membership
at sports club

6.4 lakh
sq ft

Area of sports
facility

3.5 lakh sq ft

Area for commercial facilities

3 years
Expected project
completion time
25% ——
Minimum capacity
that will be provided
to visitors on
pay-and-play basis

3

First sports infrastructure project
of DDA to be developed in public-
private partnership mode

Underground Total number of
Metra line
e run by DDA, apart from
3 mini-sports complexes,
2 public golf courses,
Secd0 17 swimming pools
Dwarka

and 40 multi-gyms

Other facilities include

Facilities will also
be avallable on swimming, tennis, badminton,
pay-and-play basis | squash, table tennls, etc

e Impression

15
sparts complexes Rk

Conversion tax: AAP,
MCD spar over ‘change’
in payment system

New Delhi: The Aam Aadmi Party on Sun-
day alleged that the Municipal Corporation
of Delhihad changed the payment systemof
conversion tax without consulting traders.

“The BJP-led MCD has waged a war aga-
inst the people of Delhi and especially aga-
inst the businessmen of Delhi. MCD offi-
cers have been threatening the traders of
Delhisincelast week, Noticesarebeingsent
to them, threatening to seal their shops” sa-
id AAPMCD in-charge Durgesh Pathak.

MCD rejected the allegations as “fake”.

An MCD official said: “The corporation
finds such claim malicious and denounces
it downright. There is no retrospective ef-
fect of therevised rate, The revised charges
are to be paid with the date of its coming in-
to effect in 2018. Further, the amendment in
rates, as notified by DDA, is not a new tax,
but a mere revision. Mareover, it was nota
backdoor entry, but came into existence vi-
de a publicnotification.”

According to AAP In 2011, MCD had said
that traders would need to pay conversion
tax for commercial activities in industrial
areas, Traders were asked to pay tax either
atone goat Rs8,000 persquaremetre or infn-
stalments at Rs 1,000 per square metre for 10-
15 years. Majorityof traderschosethe instal-
ment method and they were paying these at
the year end, " Their instalments were about
to end in 2020, but BJP ordered them to pay
Rs 21,000, instead of Rs 8,000 per square met-
re for the entire plot,” Pathak alleged. mn

Hindustan Times -
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Dwarka sports complex: Development,
agency invites bids for engg consultant

HT Correspondent $C£CIILW' ufsat will include a
t-cum-football stadium
htreporters @hindustant imes com along with indoor sports facili-
NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-  ties and commercial develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has ment to Omaxe Limited. Last
invited bids toappointan inde-  month, lieutenant governor VK
pendent engineering consultant  Saxena laid the foundation
for its first integrated sport  stone for the project, which offi-
complex project in Dwarka that  cials said will be the Capital's
will be implemented on the  biggest sport facility in Delhi.

Public Private Partnership
(PPP) model. The land-owning
agency has also invited bids to
develop similar facllities in
Narela and Rohinl.

In August, the DDA awarded
the work for the construction of
Y I

Spread over 51 acres, the
state-of-the-art sports facility
will be developed and managed
by Omaxe limited for 30 years,
The 2350 crore project, under
which sport facilities will
occupy an area of 6.4 lakh sqft,
F T | N

will be completed within three
years. The area will also have
commercial facilities, including
retail, hotel, hospitality, com-
mercial and office space. Sup-
porting facilities for sports will
be provided for 99 years' lease
on the design, finance, operate
and transfer model,

According to the tender doc-
ument, an independent engi-
neering firm will review the
construction plan and monitor
the work. “The role of the firm
will be to review the drawing
and documents. It will also
Inspect and monitor the con-

R gl L e

struction works, conduct tests
and issue completion/provi-
slonal certificate,” the tender
decument sald. The land-own-
Ing agency to develop sim-
llar state-of-the-art sports facili-
ties at Rohini and Marela, for
which it has requested for a
consultant. According to a sen-
lor DDA offictal, the two pro-
Jects will close around 3207
crore, According to the tender
document, the consultant will
have to “study and prepare cur-

rent sécnte scenario, user sur-

veys, demand surveys, growth
and demand asse::ginf".
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Over 300 businesses can now operate 24x7 after L-G nod

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI,OCTOBERS

FROM RESTAURANTS to trans-
port services and BPOs to online
delivery services, all those who

_ apply for exemptions will be al-
" lowed to operate 24x7 in Delhi
starting next week, with L-GV K
Saxena approving the proposal
toexemnpt 314 such places to op-
erate all day long, some of them
pending since 2016, officials said.
“TheL-G has directed that no-
tification to this effect be issued
in7 days. The decision of provid-
ing exemption under Sections 14,
15 & 16 of the Delhi Shops &
Establishment Act, 1954, is ex-
pected to boost employment

generation and promote a posi-
tive and favourable business en-
vironment that is a pre-requisite
for economic growth, The deci-
sionwill also provide afillip to the
much desired *nightlife’ in the
city," said an official.

These establishments can ap-
ply online to get these exemp-
tions.

Section 14 of the original Act
said women or young cannot be
asked to work between 9 pm
and 7 am in Delhi. According to
Section 15, the government had
the nght to fix opening and clos-
ing times for establishments. Ina
1979 notification, this was setat
9am to 7 pm. 5ection 16 man-
dates establishments to remain
closed one day per week.

& FPRYT ¢ R, 10 srgEr, 2022

g}

In 2004, changes were made
to the Act and the opening time
was extended to 11 pm, This,
however, was not mandatory.
The mandate for shops to remain
closed one day per week was also
relaxed. “"Exemptions under
Sections 14, 15& 16 of the said Act
enables commercial establish-
ments to operate on a 24X7 ba-
sis, subject to certain conditions
that entail welfare of labour and
security etc,” said the official.

Baoth the Delhi government
as well as the DDA Masterplan
have advocated for a “24x7
Delhi” over the past five years,

According to L-G office offi-
cials, establishments have been
sending applications for exemp-
tions to be made but the Labour

Department had not been deal-
ing with them fairly. “Approving
the proposal, the L-G took a very
serious view of and flagged issues
of inordinate delay, adhocism,
randomness and unjustified dis-
cretion on part of the Labour
Department in disposing appli-
cations made by establishments
for these exemptions. It may be
noted out of the total 346 pend-
ingapplications, 18 from 2016, 26
from 2017, 83 from 2018, 25 from
2019, 4 from 2020 and 74 appli-
cations from 2021 had not been
processed by Labour
Department ontime,” added the
official.

“These applications were kept
pending for no reason even as just
2 applications, one of 2017 and

another of 2021 were processed
and sent for approval,ina display
of unexplained discretion on part
of the Labour Departrent, which
strongly indicated prevalence of
corrupt practices. This shows a
complete unprofessional attitude
and lack of due diligence on part
of the Labour Department and
amounted to the Department
having adopted a ‘pick and
chioose policy’ in processing such
applications. Further, inordinately
delayed processing of such rou-
tine applications also negatively
affects confidence/ sentiments of
the business community.”
Officials added it was only af-
ter the L-G office prodded it that
the Labour Department put in
place a digital mechanism for re-

ceiptof applications. The L-G has
strictly advised that such appli-
cations are disposed of within a
prescribed timeline so a con-
ducive investor-friendly busi-
ness environment and positive
confidence could be instilled in
entrepreneurs and businesses,

He has also directed the
Labour Department to ensure
such delays do not occur in fu-
ture, a mechanism is developed
for transparent and effective
monitoring, reasons for pen-
dency be ascertained, responsi-
bility is fixed and suitable action
taken against erring officials.

When contacted, the govern-
ment did not respond to calls
and messages seeking com-
ment.
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MCD threatening to seal shops
In name of conversion tax: AAP
Allegation baseless: MCD

S‘[ﬁFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

he AAP on Sunday alleged

that MCD is threatening to
seal shops across the national
Capital in name of conversion
tax by sending nolices to
traders and unnecessarily
harassing the businessmen.
AAP MLA Durgesh Pathak
said MCD changed the pay-
ment system of conversion tax
without consulting the busi-
nessmen of Delhi and hiked the
taxed rate arbitrarily.

“BJP-ruled MCD has waged

a war against the people of Delhi
and especially against the busi-
nessmen of Delhi. BJP leaders
and MCD officers have been
threatening the traders of Delhi
since last week. Notices are
being sent to them, threatening
to seal their shops,” said Pathak.

“In 2010, BJP-ruled MCD
came up with a new rule that
whoever is doing commercial
activities in the industrial area
will have to pay a tax in the
form of conversion tax. Most of
the traders had adopted the 10-

15 year installment formula
because they were small traders
and they did'not have a huge
income. Everyone used to
submit their conversion rate
whenever on time at the end of
the }'ear.“ said Pathak.

“This rule started in 2010

. and came into force in 2011, It

was supposed to run till 2020-
2021 since people had opted for
the 10 years formula. But in
2018, MCD' came up with a
new rule through a backdoor
entry. They said that from now
on, instead of paying Rs 8
thousand per sq mtr, they will
have to pay 21 thousand per
sq mtr and that too for the
entire plot.” said Pathak.

“Now, since the past one
week, BJP leaders and MCD
officials are calling each and
every businessman. Those who
were supposed to pay 10 lakh
are now given notices of ¥
crore to 32 crore. They have
been ordered to deposit this
money within 15 days failing
which' their shops will be
sealed.

PNS [ NEW DELHI

Spcnking on the issue, a
senior MCD official said the
corporation has come to notice
that a new fake allegation has
been made against the civic
body regarding conversion
charges levied by the MCD in
industrial area.

“It has been claimed in the
allegation that traders were
asked to pay conversion tax
either in one go at ¥8000 per sq
metre or in Installments at

21000 per sq metre for 10-15°

ears. The Corporation would
ike to make it clear that this is
not true in facts,” he said.

“The rates for use conver-
sion charges from industrial to
commercial were notified by
DDA on the basis of built-up
area per sq metre.

The rate fixed for Central,
South and Dwarka area was
T12,508/- per sq metre of built
up area while that of North,

East, West and Rohini was
T8,097/- per sq metre of built
up area and Narela at T1300 per
sq metre,” he said.

“Later on DDA revised the

rates for use conversicn charges
from Industrial to commercial |
based on plot area basis and the ’
rates were decided Industrial
Estate wise. The revised rate
for nine Industrial Estates of
Delhi as notified by DDA
varies from 30,971 per sq
metre to 17,910 per sq metre
across these industrial estates,”
MCD official said.

“The use conversion
charges were never T1000/-
per sq. metre any time in the
past as claimed. The
Corporations finds such claim |
malicious .

There is no retrospective
effect of the revised rate. The
revised charges are to be paid
with the date of its coming into
effect in 2018, MCD official
added.

g @ e 2022

W A J 31fereh G
fSfa A T g

@S (T | TS 3
TETETE H 37eRt fam § s 3ted
W A ® AEsmu e
afim fom ¥ faeme Hisiang,
v 1 48 HreH A A STE |
sy dofa siffa 0 =1 Fr e
g 31 W< A afm fom &
faeTs 2 THITEIR # IR FA
3 R 7.52 Fig T4 ] AfE H
-39 Gaferdl ht @ied = R
foran 21 disftznd 1w Siw 3
IH RIS | TR 3R feeet 0.
Jomd Gofd & o g gen @
ol § oS = Sy e 8§
fior s Huf il wiWA 4.24 Flg
w3 T R
TR & qarfass st fm
& SHeRT 2008 TS 2018 & @ H
Fed M4 3R 4G F T2AA Gt
g1 o T oft foren med s @
T Haft § IRH A 39| q 7.52
iIE 9 A 31feh =1 gl e |
R T N, S ] SRR
A5 1 fE, saurE arsen | A
fepn T aaElom e AR S
% A wile uive &) disisng 3 o
I 6 A G i A I o
3tk =59 F =9 3w N A B

“%WWWM|



