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38 INU, IIT-Delhi professors
duped of crores by colleague

NEW DELHI: Several profes-
sors of JNU and other institu-
tions have accused a former
JNU employee of duping them
of crores of rupees promising
them homes on a DDA plot
under a housing development
scheme which was never there.

After waiting for over seven
years, when these academics did
not get anything except hollow
promises, their patience ran out
and they lodged a formal com-
plaint with the Delhi Police.

Prima facie, police have
found incriminating evidence
against the accused in the matter
and have lodged an FIR.

In 2015, just before he was
due retirement, Dr DP Gailowad,
a technical staff in the Depart-
ment of Environmental Sci-
ence of INU, floated a society
and named it Noble Socio-Sci-
entific Welfare Organization
(NSSWO).

He sold its membership to
his peers claiming that the soci-
ety owned land in the [.-Zone in
Dwarka Najafgarh Area under
the Land Pooling Policy.

He collected from Rs 2 lakh
to Rs 16 lakh each from the aca
demic and non-academic staff
of JNU, IIT-Delhi, and other
nearby institutions for three

years in various installments,
assuring them that the proj-
ect was on,

“To make it appear real, he
took several of us to show a piece
of land, but later it turned out
that NSSWO was not the owner
of the land,” Professor Gobard-
han Das, Chairperson, Molecu-
lar Medicine, JNU, said.

“After collecting a hefty
amount by cheating all the
members, he stopped com-
municating and blocked all his
phone numbers,” Das, a victim
of the scam, said.

After he went incommuni-
cado, he was however traced in
Gurugram by some professors
who went there to confront him.

All the same, he again reeled
them in with the offer of another
lucrative scheme.

“He continued to play his
trick of cheating and in Febru-
ary 2019, he offered to transfer
our membership of NSSWO to
another entity named Siddhar-
tha Officers Housing and Socijal
Welfare Society (SOHSWS)
through which our flats were
to be delivered, however, with
a significantly escalated cost;’
Prof Biswajit Kundu from I1IT-
Delhi, one of the 10 complain-
ants in the FIR, said.

“He didn't give any
explanation for doing so,
nor did he provide any details
of any consequent changes in
the agreement.

“In spite of repeated requests
by several members, he never
called a general body meeting of
either society, nor took consent
from the members of NSSWO
for the changes made unilater-
ally” Kundu added.

Gaikwad himself admitted
that there are 38 professors from
JNU who have invested in the
project, Das said.

“There are two from II'T and
many more from other nearby
institutions as far as I know. Ini-
tially, in a few cases, he returned |
50 to 80 per cent money when
he was forced to do so, but later
he simply refused to return any
money,” Das added.

Dr Bindu Dey, a former
senior scientist in the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology in the
Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology, was another victim of
Gaikwad.

Having lost Rs 8 lakh in a
bogus scheme, Dey in 2018
filed a complaint against Gai-
kwad at Vasant Kunj Police
Station where an FIR waslodged
against him, ABENCIES




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

yioneer”

-------- NEW DELHI | SUNDAY | JANUARY 8, 2023 —-—-oneenv

[F—

38 INU, I1T-D Profs fall

prey to realtors' fraud |

STAFF REPORTER i NEW DELHI

' At least 38 professors of
JNU and other institutions

have accused a former JNU
employee of duping them of
crores of rupées promising
them homes on a DDA plot
under a housing development
scheme which was never there.
After waiting for over

seven years, when these acad-
emics did, not get anything
except hollow promises, their

atience ran out and the
lodged a formal complaint wi
the Delhi Police.

Prima facie, police have
found incriminating evidence
against the accused in the mat-
ter and have lodged an FIR.

. In 2015, just before he was
due to retiret, Dr DP Gaikwad,
a technical staff in the
Department of Environmental
Science of JNU, floated 4 soci-
ety and named it Noble Socio-

Scientific Welfare Organisation
(NSSWO). : :
He sold its membership to
his peers claiming that the
society owned land in the L-
Zone in Dwarka Najafgarh
Area under the Land Pooling
Policy. He collected from %2
lakh to %16 lakh each from the
“academic and non-academic
staff of JNU, IT-Delhi, and
other nearby institutions for
three years in various install-
ments, assuring them that the
project was om 3
Detailed report on P2

JNU Profs lose crore of
rupees in real-estate fraud

Environmental Science of JNU,
floated a society and named it

- Noble Socio-Scientific Welfare
Organisation (NSSWO).

He sold its membership to .
his peers claiming that the |
society owned land in the L- |
7one in Dwarka Najafgarh |
Area under the Land Pooling |
Policy. He collected fromRs 2 |
lakh to Rs 16 lakh each from |
the academic and non-acade-
mic staff of INU, IIT-Delhi, and
other nearby institutions for
three years in various install-
ments, assuring them that the *
project was on,

“them homes on a DDA plot
under a housing development
scheme which was neyer there.

After waiting for over
seven years, when these acad-
emics did’ not get anything

. except hollow promises, their
patience ran.out and thiﬁ
lodged a formal complaint wi
the Delhi Police. Prima facie,
police have found incriminat-
ing evidence against the
accused in the matter and have
lodged an FIR. In 2015, just
before he was due retirement,
Dr DP. Gaikwad, a technical
staff in the Department of

&

ncies: Several professors of
JNU and other institutions
have accused a former JNU
employee of duping them of
Lcr,or_es- of rupees promising
[0 S :




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

© THE HINDU —

soibam Rocky Singh
NEW DELHI

In the jam-packed neigh-
bourhood of south Delhi,
the jhuggi jhopri (IJ), or
slum, dwellers of Mehrauli
Archaeological Park stare
at an uncertain future after
hundreds of them were
served eviction notices by
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) on De-
cember 12, 2022.

The residents have been
asked to wvacate their

homes, built on the go-

vernment land. “We regis-
tered our houses here; ma-
ny residents even sold
theirs. These activities
were allowed and in official

{—lmowledge; the staff res-

ponsible for these transac-
tions should be taken to
task first,” rued Aash Mo-
hammad Khan, a retired
MCD safai karamchari,
who has spent his life here.
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Wheelchair user Aftaby Alam has been living in the jhuggi at Mehrauli

Archaeological Park for 30 years. S0IBAM ROCKY SINGH

“Where were the auth-
orities when the houses
and sheds were being
built? How can they raze
them now?” he said in a
burst of emotions. “Ghon-
sla ghonsla hota hai, chahe
woh ameero ka ho ya gari-
bo ka (a nest is a nest,
whether it belongs to the
rich or the poor)™

Not new to litigations

Mehrauli  Archaeological
Park is one of the largest ar-
chaeological parks in the

i

country, and comprises ov-
er 100 significant heritage
structures and archaeolog-
ical remains, monuments,
graveyards and mosques.

Several litigations on re-
moval of encroachments
have been fought over the
years to protect its heritage
structures, ownership of
certain plots of land and
concerns of its existing
inhabitants.

After the Indian Nation-
al Trust for Art and Cultu-
ral Heritage had in July

2019 moved a petition, the
Delhi High Court directed
that the entire area under
the park be secured and
freed from encroachment.
The court also cautioned
that no construction activi-
ty shall be allowed in the
area without its permission
and every violation would
be “viewed strictly”.

After receiving the
DDA's eviction notices, Mo-
hammad Isreal and six oth-
er residents of the s
moved the High Court,
contending that they are
daily wage workers living
with their families and will
be left homeless in the win-
ter if the DDA was not res-
trained from carrying out
the demolition.

They had argued that
their houses cannot be de-
molished without rehabili-
tation as per provisions of
the Delhi Shun & J] Rehabil-
itation and Relocation Poli-

| After eviction hotice, Mehraﬁli JJ dwellers -in thgline (;f fire

¢y, 2015 of the Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB).

As per the terms of the
policy, DUSIB is required
to conduct a survey and
warkout a rehabilitation or
relocation programme be-
fore carrying out the de-
molition, the JJ dwellers
contended.

The High Court, howev-
er, declined Mr. Isteal’s
plea and instead gave him
and the petitioners il Ja-
nuary 15, 2023 to vacate
their Js.

Demarcation report

The DDA has defended its
notices to the residents as
compliance  with  the
court's directions.

It has, however, assured
the court that the removal
of encroachments will not
include religious struc-
tures and graveyards.

According to the agency,

a ‘Total Station 3y d
was catrried out on mi;?;t
13, 2021, and the area of"
Mehrauli  Archaeological
Park demarcated, i
The DDA has submitted
that demaolition would be
done only as per the de-s
marcation report prepared
in 2021, and only en-
croachers removed. 1
However, Abdul Reh-
man, the caretaker of an
old private Mughal-era gra-
veyard in the area, said he
supports the eviction
drive. Pointing to a plot of
land that holds halfa-do-
zen JJs, the 45-year-old
said, “These houses have
come up illegally.”
Wheelchair user Aftab
Alam has been living in the
jhuggi adjacent to another
private graveyard for the
past 30 years. If evicted, he
will have nowhere to go.
The 35-year-old said,
“Where will I go now?”




