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NEW DELHI: Delhi environment
minister Gopal Rai on Monday
launched an advanced “green
war room” at the Delhi secretar-
iat, with an aim to monitor pol-
lution levels in the city, and
check implemention of the win-
ter action plan.

The government has formed
a12-member team comprising
experts, scientists and engineers
who will oversee issues related
to different aspects of air pollu-
tion at the war room, Rai said.

“Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal had announced the
15-point winter action plan on
September 30. The new Graded
Response Action Plan (Grap)
was enforced in Delhi from
October 1. We have been closely
monitoring the air quality and
stubble situation in and around
Delhi. To enable 24x7 monitor-
ing of all our efforts, we are
starting the advanced green war
oom with 12 members,” Rai
said, and added that complaints
received on the Green Delhi app
will also be monitored in the
war room.

He said that 54,156 com-
plaints have been received on
the Green Delhi app since its
launch in October 2020, of
which 90% have been resolved.

“A majority of the complaints
are pertaining to the Municipal

The Delhi government also plans to menitor 13 pollution hot

spots from the green war room.

Corporation of Delhi (MCD) or
fall under their jurisdiction. A
total of 32,573 complaints have
been filed on the app under

. MCD's jurisdiction, around 9,118

complaints have been received
against the Public Works
Department (PWD) and 3,333
complaints against the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA).
I urge the people of Delhi to
ensure their cooperation and
participation in this winter
action plan. With climate
change and the developments in
society, it is only possible to
fight against pollution with the
support of the people,” the min-
ister said.

APARCHIVE |

The war room based out of
the Delhi Secretariat near ITO
has several screens to monitor
different air pollution-related
information.

While one screen will display
real-time Air Quality Index
(AQI) and pollution data,
another will show the number
of pending complaints on the
Green Delhi app. A third screen
will depict farm fire data, offi-
cials said.

Rai added that the Delhi gov-
ernment also plans to monitor
the 13 pollution hot spots,
including Narela and Bawana
among thers, from the green
war room.

* THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
| TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2022

Green War Room to keep 24x7 watch

Times News NETWORK

GOPAL RAISAYS

New Delhi: Delhi's environ-
ment minister Gopal Rai unve-
iled an “advanced Green War
Room” on Monday The 12-
member war room will func-
tion round the clock and moni-
tor pollution levels across the
city The Delhi government
will work on strategies accor-
dingly to curb pollution in the
city, the minister said.
Aspartof theDelhigovern-
ment’s 15-point winter action
plan, the warroom will operate
from Delhi Secretariat wherea
teamn comprisingenvironment
scientists and other officials
has been deployed. Environ-

T e ——

The war room will will monitor air pollution levels
24x7 and ensure that all necessary measures
are taken to curb the pollution in accordance

with the amended GRAP

~ .

ment scientist Dr BMS Reddy
will be in-charge of the war ro-
om while environment engine-
er NK Joshi has been appoin-
ted as assistant in-charge.

“We have launched an ad-
vanced ‘Green War Room'
which will monitor air pollu-
tion levels 24x7 and ensure
that all necessary measures
aretakentocurbthepollution

in accordance with the amen-
ded GRAP. The war room will
also analyse pollution data of
thecity,” Raisaid.

The war room will be linked
with the Green Delhi app thro-
ugh which residents can send
their complaints regarding pol-
lution, such as garbage bur-
ning. “Necessary instructions
will then be issued to the de-

partments concerned to sort
the complaints. So far, the app
has received 54,156 complaints.
Of these, nearly 9%0% have been
addressed,” theminister stated.
“Maximum 32,573 compla-
ints were related to the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi follo-
wed by the Public Works De-
partment(9,118complaints)and
Delhi Development Authority
(3,333 complaints),” Rai said.
Urging people of Delhi to
report every single instance of
dust pollution or garbage bur-
ning ontheapp, Raisaidanan-
ti-dust campaign will be laun-
ched in Delhifrom October6to
check dust pollution, especial-
ly at construction sites,
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THE WAR ROOM WILL ALSO BE LINKED WITH GREEN DELHI APP;: GOPAL RAI

Min launches Green War Room to
monitor, combat air pollution 24X7

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Environment
Minister Gopal Rai on Monday
launched an advanced ‘Green
War Room’ here to monitor air
pollution and ensure effective
implementation of the winter
action plan to curb it.

The war room will work
from the seventh floor of the
Delhi Secretariat where a
12-member team comprising
environment scientists and
other officials will be deployed,
the minister said while address-
ing a press conference here.

He said environment sci-
entist Dr BMS Reddy will be
in-charge of the war room
while environment engineer
NK Joshi has been appointed
as assistant in-charge.

“We have launched an
advanced ‘Green War Room’
from today and it will work
round the clock.

“It will monitor air pollu-
tion levels 24X7 and ensure
that all necessary measures
are taken to curb pollution in
accordance with the amended
GRAP. The war room will also

analyse pollution data of the
city,” Rai said.

Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) is a set of anti-
air pollution measures followed
in the capital and its vicinity
according to the severity of the
situation.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had on Friday
announced a 15-point winter

action plan to combat pollu-
tion in the city. Under the plan,
the GRAP has been enforced in
Delhi from October 1.

Rai said the war room will
also be linked with Green Delhi
App through which residents
can send their complaints
regarding pollution, such as
garbage burning, to the war
room, Necessary instructions

to concerned departments will
then be issued to address the
issue, he said. The minister said
the app has received 54,156
complaints so far,

“Out of 54,156 complaints,
nearly 90 per cent have been
addressed. Maximum 32,573
complaints were related to
MCD followed by PWD which
had 9,118 complaints and 3,333

complaints were related to
DDA,” Rai said.

The minister cited a report
from Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE) and said
despite the increase in popula-
tion, Delhi government’s efforts
to curb pollution have achieved
success as in the past 10 years,
PM10 levels fell by 40 per cent
and PM2.5 by 31 per cent.

“In 2012, the PM10 levels of
Delhi were averaged out at 368.
In 2021, through the succinct
efforts of CM Arvind Kejri-
wal and his government, the
PM10 levels have fallen to 221.
PM2.5 was at 164 in 2012 while
in 2021 it was 113. PM10 has
fallen by 40 per cent in the last
10 years while PM2.5 has been
reduced by 31 per cent in the
last decade)” Rai said citing the
CSE report.

The minister said from
October 6, an anti-dust cam-
paign will be launched in Delhi
to check dust pollution espe-
cially at construction sites.

He urged people to report
every single instance of dust
pollution or garbage burning
on the Green Delhi App.
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