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S Delhi residents tum neglected space into ‘ga

Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Tillabout five ye-
arsago, thisarea in the heart
of south Delhiwasmarked by
stinking garbage, overflo-
wing sewers and encroached
public spaces. It was notorio-
us for unruly elements, lea-
ding to a sense of insecurity
among locals. Now, thanks to
an extraordinary initiative
by the residents, it has been
transformed into a 45-acre
oasisof leisure, mindfulness,
conservation and a safe com-
munity space.
Under a project named "Va-
santUdyaan',agroupof deter-
mined residents from Vasant
Vihar, Munirka, Hill View
Apartments, Police Colony
and CBI Colony have turned
the place into a beautiful park,
or what they term the “garden
of pride”, focused on sustai-
nable irrigation and restored

Tdth-century monuments,

It did take years of persua-
sion though. The “Restore the
Neighbourhood Initiative” be-
gan in 2017 by local stakehol-
ders with the help of former
LG AnilBaijal andan NGO, Ci-
tizen Action for Water Sustai-
nability (CAWS), followed by
conceptualisation of the pro-
Ject, landscaping and removal
of squarters.

¢ Avinash Eumar, director,
CAWS, said they were loo
king for a sustainahle system
of life and water reuse to cre-
ate a good community.

“It was challenging with
many stakeholders imvolved,
and getting the public office to
work on it was tough. However,
wegothelpfrom former LG Ba-
ijal, who pot all departments
involved, including MCD, DDA
and DJB,” said Kumar.

It used to be difficult 1o
cross the area even in broad

—DATED-
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GREEW STEP: The director of CAWS said they were looking for a sustainable system of life and water reuse to create a good community

daylight, Kumar said. Origi-
nally a reserve forest under
DDA, the place becamea hub
of drug peddling and encro-
achment over time, At times,
bodies would be seen floating
inthedrain.

At the entrance of the park

behind JP Hotel and Priya Ci-
nema, Kumar pointed to a new
wall next to a landscaped plan-
tation. Close to it lie two major
slum clusters —Shiva and Coo-
liecamps— with 2 300families.
“There was no wall here earli-
er The area was either encroa-

cheduponorfullof stinking se-
wage. Fixing this was a chal-
lenge, as RWAs, shum-dwellers
and officials had to be brought
tothetable,” said Kumar,

To remove the encroach
ment, he said, two commumity
toilets were developed for each

JJ cluster before the wall
was raised. Then, the STPs we-
re fixed and additional water
was channelled to the park. A
network of wires for lighting
wnd a pipe for drip irrigation
were set up and landscaping
was done, The area now has

rden of pride’

well-lit paths, & network of
CCTV cameras and dedicated
recreational areas.
“Wearsworkingtofill two
water bodies here and set up
pur own sewage treatment
system,” said Kumar, passing
through ramps where some
youngsters were dancing or
practising karate to a section
called the ‘garden of poetry’.
Residents said the project
has transformed their lives
“No one was comfortable pas-
sing through the area, which
used to report crimes likerape.
Itsdifficulttobelieve thisisthe
same place,” said Lora Prabhu,
aregidentof Vasant Vihar
KEumar said thers was ano-
ticeable fall in the crime rate.
“We have seen better air quali-
ty, excellent community enga-
gement with over 2,000 visitors
dally and recharging of water
table, & perfect example of eve-
rvonewinning," headded.
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How citizens, corporates govt
worked together to resurrect
a Tughlag-era garden in city

Avinash Kumar

Bipasha Majumder

NEW DELHI

The redevelopment of Va-
sant Udyaan, a DDA park in
south Delhi’s Vasant Vihar,
is the story of an audacious
imagination at work.

For years, this area, next
to Nelson Mandela Road
and flanked by a forest, was
a crime black spot. What
was once a seasonal rivulet
flowing through the area
had deteriorated into a pu-
trid nullah full of raw sew-
age. The park itself was an
open-air lavatory sprawled
around the ruins of the on-
ly extant garden-enclosed
waterworks built by Sultan
Firoz Shah Tughlag 650
years ago.

While the open-air defe-

| cation was linked directly

to the absence of toilets in
the slums, the sewage was
coming from the elite

| apartments in the area, the

adjacent village, and the
government colonies
around Basant Lok, which
had not been connected to
sewer lines for more than
40 years.

A group of concerned ci-

| tizens from neighbouring

Munirka Enclave appealed
to all RWAs in the area to
create a people’s collective
— RWAs for Vasant Udyaan
— to take these issues to the
relevant government de-

The creation of

invaluable lesson ;son that
elfurts to address

heritage, ggvemance

and community
development cannot

be viewed in isolation

partments. They appealed
to Anil Baijal, the then Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Delhi,
who took great interest in
the project. The critical ele-
ment, as the citizens’ group
soon realised, was to find a
way to negotiate the maze
of government bodies with
overlapping mandates.

Collaborative effort

With the help of Delhi Ur-
ban Shelter Improvement
Board, the slum pockets
were provided community
toilets with septic tanks.
DDA Landscape and Horti-
culture departments col-
laborated with the RWAs to
redesign the park and for-
est, balancing attributes of
Tughlag-era gardens with
modern-day requirements.
The Archaeclogical Survey
of India, in association with
INTACH, renovated the wa-
terworks, while Delhi Jal
Board and erstwhile South
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion laid pipes that connect-
ed the colonies to r.he city’s

sewage lines. The nearby
Jaypee Hotel and Vasant
Kunj Sewage Treatment
Plant provided free treated
water to irrigate the park.

The park is today a tri-
bute to this collaborative ef-
fort — core elements of its
historical heritage remain g
intact; all, including pets,
are welcome; CCTV came-
ras have been installed; and
the MoU between Jaypee
Hotel and the municipal
corporation for free treated ¥
water has emerged as a mo-
del for potential collabora- "
tions to irrigate water-
starved parks. The parkis a
haven for families and chil- ,
dren residing in both the
colonies and the slums.

The creation of Vasants
Udyaan is an invaluable les-
son that efforts to address
issues of water, sanitation, i
health, heritage conserva-
tion, governance and com-
munity development can-
not be viewed in isolation.
More importantly, it has
shown citizens of Delhi tan-
gible, doable ways to rede-
fine their relationship with
the city, by being its active
members and making its
social spaces free, green,
and truly vibrant.

(Avinash Kumar is direc-
tor, Citizen Action for Wa-
ter Sustainability (CAWS).
Bipasha Majumder is an in-
dependent researcher and
writer)
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LG launches two community halls
on Sardar Patel’s Dirth anniversary

|

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI .

n the Occasion of Sardar

Vallabhbhai Pate! Jayanti,
Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Monday inaugurated two com-
munity halls and named it
after Sardar Patel as a tribute,
in the national Capital. Delhi
Development Authority (DDA}
has constructed both these
community halls at a cost of
Rs.11.30 crore. BJP MLA
Vijendra Gupta was also pre-
sent on the occasion.

According to a senior DDA
official, people will be able to
use these community halls for
their social, cultural, marriage,

| and religious ceremonies at

affordable rates.
While informing about the
facilities that have been pro-

vided in both the community - |

halls, he said that these halls are

| equipped with party hall,

library, gymnasium, lifts, senior
citizen room, children play
area, parking facilities.

He said that around 50000
people living in the area will be
able to avail the benefit of the
community halls constructed at
Rohini Sector 18 and
Sector 19.

“The authority is also
developing a socio culture cen-
tre in Sector 10, Rohini on pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP)
model. This centre, spread over
11 acres, 4s likely to be com-

pleted in next three years,” he
added.

Speaking on the occasion,
the L-G said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
given an opportunity to Delhi
to host G20 summit where rep-
resentatives of various coun-
tries will be coming to the
national capital. “We should
show the world that Delhi is
not only capital of the country
but is also an excellent host,
committed to its guests” he
said.

He announced that these

Community Halls will be
named after Sardar Vallabhbhai

Patel, while paying tribute to -

India’s first home minister on
his birth anniversary.

Saxena said that commu-
nity halls are imfannant for the
society, especially the not so
well off sections, for their social
functions as these people can't
afford big hotels, Igrm houses
and urged people to make use
of the various facilities and
applauded the efforts of DDA
in developing infrastructure
of the city.

| | of about 60 persons.

L-G Saxena
inaugurates
2 community

~ halls in Rohini

NEW DELHI: Delhi L-GV K
Saxena inaugurated two com-
munity halls at Sector 18 & Sec-
tor 19, Rohini and named them
after Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel as
a tribute on his birth anniver-
sary on Monday. Citizens can
use these halls for their social,
cultural, religious and marriage
ceremonies at affordable rates.

DDA has constructed both
these community halls at a cost
of Rs 11.30 crore. Speaking on
the occasion, the L-G said that
the Prime Minister has given an
opportunity to Delhi to host the
G20 summit where representa-
tives of various countries will
be coming to the national capi-
tal. “We should show the world
that Delhi is not only the capi-
tal of the country but is also an
excellent host, committed to its
guests,” he said. He announced
that these Community Halls will
be named after Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel (on the request of Shri
Vijender Gupta) paying tribute
to India’s first home minister on
his birth anniversary.

Saxena said that commu-
nity halls are important for the
society, especially due to their
affordable rates. He urged peo-
ple to make use of the various
facilities and applauded the
eftorts of DDA in developing
the infrastructure of the city.

The community halls,
equipped with a party hall,
library, gymnasium, lifts, senior
citizen room, children play area,
parking facilities, among others,
will be very useful for around
50000 people who live in
these sectors. There are 3 party
halls in the community hall
at Sector 18, which has the
capacity of 150 people each. In
the community hall at Sector 19,
the party hall has the capacity
MPOST
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