DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

" SATURDAY, ocmaea_x 2022

DATE D~ eme

DDA explores improvements in access to

institutional area in outer Delhi univ hub
ROAD TO REBEMPTIBH‘-’

Sidhartha Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) s explaring the
possibility of widening the app-
roach road firom Main Chhatar-
purRoad to the institutional avea
in Maidan Garhi and nearby are-
as where Saare University and
Cenfral Armed Police Forees In-
stitute of Management Science
are propasad to come up

The land development aut-
hority has floated a request for
proposal toengageaconsultant
for preparation of a detailed
project report. A total of more
than 10.5km of approach roads
is likely to be developed to con-
nect Main Chhatarpur Road to
the upcoming institutions at
Maidan Garhi, Sayurpur, Sat-
bari and nearby areas.

The move comes after re-
cent directions from lieutenant
governar VK Saxena ata gover-
ning body meeting of Unified
Traffic & Transportation In-
frastructure Planning and Eng-
ineering Centre (UTTIPEC).

Sources said while discus-

sirag the action taken report on
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10.5 km

Approximate length

of approach roads to
be developed from
Main Chhatarpur Road
to many institutions
coming up at
Maidangarhi, Sayurpur
and Satbari

7 metres

Existing width of roads
in the area

30 metres

Width of 2.7km section
of road from Saarc
University to lgnou

57.2 lakh

Estimated cost of
preparing the detailed
project report

A
Institutional

> Acqmsition of pr]vate
land and clearance of
forest department, which
had declared the entire
area as ‘morphological
ridge', required
> At a recent meeting of
{ UTTIPEC, LG VK Saxena
- had instructed DDA to
explore possibility of
widening the road to the
extent possible

» DDA will engage a
consultant for preparing a

detailed project report 5
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the project of the approach ro-
ads from Chhatarpur to the in-
stitutional area, the LG was told
that widening of the road would
require acquisition of private
land and, more importantly, the
clearance of the forest depart-
ment that had declared the enti-
reareaas‘morphological ridge’.

Terming the institutions co-
mingup inthe areaas extremely
important ones that essentially
required sufficiently wide app
roach roads, the LG issued in-
structions to DDA to explore the
possibility of widening the road
to the extent possible taking into
account the land available with
DDA, Gram Sabhaand the forest
department and also come up
with another design that inclu-
ded the privateland.

Aspart of the detailed project
report, the consultant will prepa-
re topographic surveys of the
area and the proposed roads,
apart from carrying out soil in-
vestigation, subgrade investiga-
tion, hydraulic data, etc. A land
acquisition plan and an environ-
mental impact assessment repart
will be prepared too.
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Use drones to map illegal
constructions in Delhi: SC

Abraham Thomas

abraham thomas@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
g on Friday directed the Centre to
conduct geospatial mapping of
the entire city by using drones
and to digitise land records to
check encroachments and ram-
pant misuse of residential prop-
erties.
¥ Abench of justices Sanjay Kis-
han Kaul and AS Oka directed
the ministry of housing and
“urban affairs to submit a status
report by November 14.
Justice Kaul, who authored
8 the order, said, “This is what we
had done in Chennai when I was
the chief justice there.” The
pjudge came prepared with a note
on the technical aspects relating
to the directions to be passed
g While indicating, “This is from a
good Samaritan.”

The court further directed the
Centre to begin the work on digi-
tising land records, an exercise
that the judges felt would make
the land records of residential
spaces in Delhi “time-tagged”
and any changes made subse-
quently could be tracked to the
date when the alteration is
made.

Amicus curiae S Guru
Krishna Kumar, assisting the
court in the matter agreed that

{ DDA INVITES BIDS }

THE TOP COURT
ALSO DIRECTED
THE CENTRE TO
BEGIN WORK ON
DIGITISING LAND
RECORDS, WHICH
WILL ‘TIME-TAG’
LAND RECORDS

such a step will place checks on
rampant corruption by officers
of civic authorities and land
owning agencies in allowing
unauthorised misuse of residen-
tial properties for commercial
and industrial use.

The Supreme Court set up a
monitoring committee in 2006
to identify unauthorised struc-
tures and misuse of residential
property for commercial prop-
erty. After remaining dormant
for some years, the committee
was revived in December 2017. A
total of 6,909 properties were
sealed on the directions of moni-
toring committee out of which
1997 were sealed due to unau-
thorised construetion and 4,912
were sealed due to alleged mis-
use. A total of 2,159 applications
were received for de-sealing the
premises, of which the commit-
tee approved 969.

In a judgment on August 14,

Widen approach road
to Maidangarhi: Saxena

Risha Chitlangia
risha.chitlangia@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi lieutenant
governor VK Saxena has
directed the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to explore the
possibility of widening approach
road to the institutional area in
Maidangarhi and Satbari where
institutions such as SAARC Uni-
versity, Central Armed Police
Forces Institute of Management
Science (CAPFIMS) are proposed
to come up, officials aware of
the matter said.

DDA officials said the agency
has invited bids to appointa con-
sultant to prepare a detailed
project report for improving
connectivity to these institutions
from the main Chattarpur Road.

A senior DDA official said the
agency is working on a plan to
widen the Gaushala Road from 7

- T O TN

VK Saxena.

metres to 30 metres. “We have
initiated the process to appoint a
consultant to prepare the inte-
grated transit corridor develop-
ment and street network/con-
nectivity plan, carry out surveys
and feasibility studies,” said the

official.

The LG asked the DDA to fixa
timeline and bring the amended
proposals at the earliest for

approval of the UTTIPEC.

2020, a Supreme Court bench
headed by justice Arun Mishra
ordered de-sealing of all residen-
tial properties, and ruled that the
monitoring committee had the
mandate to act only against
commercial properties, not resi-
dential ones.

The apex court on Friday
directed all authorities to work
on the above directions.

Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) Aishwarya Bhati
informed the top court that the
Centre will examine the order
and carry out steps. The Delhi
Development Authority (DDA),
the land owning agency in Delhi
which falls under the central
government, had carried out
geospatial mapping for prepar-
ing the Master Plan for Delhi-
2041. However, what was pro-
posed by the court was on a
larger scale that would require
advanced systems.

Friday's direction is in contin-
uation of its earlier order passed
on September 13, when it formed
ajudicial committee comprising
former Bombay high court Chief
Justice Pradeep Nandrajog and
justice GS Sistani, retired judge
of the Delhi high court. The com-
mittee was given wide powers of
sealing and de-sealing of proper-
ties, regularisation or levy of
penalties or conversion charges,

demolition of unauthorised con-
structions and directing removal
of encroachment.

In its September 13 order, the
bench observed, “The concerns
in the present proceedings arise
from rampant unauthorised and
illegal use of residential areas for
commercial and industrial pur-
poses. The ground situation
brought it to such an adverse
level that this court had little
option but to step in directly into
this area to ensure that the resi-
dential areas of Delhi city are not
destroyed.”

The court noted that the mon-
itoring committee orders were
directly getting challenged
before the top court which
unnecessarily clogged the judi-
cial docket. Instead, the ourt pro-
posed a judicial committee so
that there is a first appeal before
the committee of judges and
only in select cases, the top court
will be approached for passing
necessary orders.

The court directed the Centre
to provide office space for the
judicial committee within a
week. As regards payment of
fees and office expenses of the
Committee, the court directed
that the same be paid out of the
funds deposited by the monitor-
ing committee with the Supreme
Court Registry.
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Why These 4 Lakes Have Jumped
Queue In Race To Get Legal Cover

With None Of 1,040 Waterbodies Notified Yet, ‘Natural’ Lakes To Get Precedence

Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Having failed to
notify even asingle wetland so
far from the 1,040 in the city,
the Delhi Wetland Authority
is now distinguishing natural
wetlands  from
ones and has prioritised four
for legal protection.

Wetland officials, who had
earlier shortlisted 20 wetlands
to notify as early as possible,
are now focusing on four and
have recommended to Delhi
government that Sanjay Lake
be notified, while legal vetting
and consideration of other
problems like encroachment,
condition and ownership are
being carried out for Welcome
Jheel, Tikri Khurd Lake and
Smiriti Van in Vasant Kunj.

In 2020, the Union environ-
ment ministry issued guideli-
nes on implementing the Wet-
land (Conservation and Ma-
nagement) Rules 2017 to provi-
de legal protection to the
waterbody and prohibit acts
like dumping of waste and
discharge of untreated efflu-
ents in the lakes and encro-
achment on the lakearea.

“We actually selected five
wetlands on priority for notifi-
cation, but finally kept Najaf-
garh aside due to the inter-sta-
te boundary issue, which wo-
uld delay the process of notify-
ing the other wetlands,”
disclosed Dr Madhu Verma,
chief economist at World Reso-
urce Institute, Delhi, who is he-
ading the technical committee
on wetlands. “Of the remai-
ning four, work at Sanjay Van
has been completed and we ex-
pect it to be notified soon. The
recommendations for the
other three are under process.”

The authority is focused
on natural wetlands, not man-
made lakes like Bhalswa La
ke, Hauz Khas Lake, Smriti
Van Lake (Kondli), Sardar Pa-
tel Lake (Pooth Kalan)and Da-

man-made -

LONG WAIT FOR OVERHAUL

1,040

Narela
|
| Wetlands (5
| in Delhi
‘ DELHI o
| 0 Jahangirpun
| -
| l‘gﬂ:‘\ . e S
‘ Peeragarhi T
Connaught Place » - 5-
| Najafgarh India Gate ®
‘ Vasant 0
r_;-—-—-—-..,_ﬁ\ Kunj
| On priority list \
) Sanjay Lake
€ Welcome Jheel |

€ Tikri Khurd Lake
) smriti Van (Vasant Kunj)

On the back bumer
Man-made lakes

) Bhalswa Lake

€) Hauz Khas

€ Smriti Van (Kondli)

© Daryapur Kalan

@ Pooth Kalan (Sardar Patel Lake)

File photos

Deadlines -

Recommendations
to the state
government for
notification by
August 2022

Final notification
by December 2022

rvapur Kalan. Explaining
why, Dr Ritesh Kumar of Wet-
lands International, who ison
the technical committee of
Delhi Wetland Authority, sa-
id, “As per the environment
ministry's rule, only natural
wetlands that are not protec-
ted under any other regula-
tion such as the Wildlife Pro-
tection Act or Indian Forest
Conservation Act will be noti-
fied under the Wetland (Con-
servation and Management)
Rules 2017, We are thus priori-
tising the natural ones.”
Verma added that the aut-

hority was studying the docu-
ments related to the wetlands
to distinguish the mnatural
from the man-made lakes. “We
believe there are over 300 man-
made wetlands,” she said.

Last August, Delhi Wetland
Authority had given unique
identification numbers to 1,040
wetlands in the capital whose
ownership comes under 16
agencies and  departments,
such as DDA and revenue de-
partment. Their notification
as wetland is a tedious task re-
quiring vetting in termsof bio-
diversity and size, followed by

preparation of a brief docu-
ment on each of them. This is
followed by adraft notification
that will invite public views be-
fore final notification.

In January, the authority
prioritised 10 wetlands for noti-
fication and later added 10 mo-
retothelist, half of which were
man-made. Then in February,
the lieutenant governor set Au-
gust as the deadline for recom-
mending the wetlands for noti-
fication by the state govern-
ment and the notification issu-
ed by December: The authority
has so far been able to recom-

mend only one for notification.

“There are more wetlands
on the priority list but there are
several issues involved that ha-
ven't been resolved,” said a go-
vernment ofticial. “Prior to re-
commendation, wearetryingto
resolve issues related to encro-
achment, seweruge, etc. We ha-
venow lined up four and recom-
mended one that willbe notified
by Delhi government soon.”

The government official
also said that the Union envi-
ronment ministry would noti-
fy any wetland straddling in-
ter-state boundaries.
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Over 1L,0OO flats booked in N, -’._I;‘__.-..ela, says DDA

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DE
 NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) on Friday
stated that over 1,000 ofits
flats in Narela have been
booked under the housing
_ scheme it launched on Sep-
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A total of 8,500 flats - in
the economically weaker
section (EWS) and lower in-
come group (LIG) category
- are up for grabs in Narela,

of which the urban body sa

has offered 1,281 in the first

phase under “ﬁfr‘st—ctjme'-'
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