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HC seeks Belhi govt stand on plea over relief to kin of sewer death victims

New Delhi; Delhi High Courton Friday asked Delhi
governmenttofilean affidaviton payment of compen-
sationto the family of two people whodied insidea se-

ased was pursuant to the Supreme Court’s judgement
on payment of compensation to victims of manual
scavenging or under a separate scheme.

with the top court's decision and consider granting
compassionate appointment. But DDA claimed it is
not responsible for such payment and that it is the du-

wer this yearand said it will take the matter to its logi-
“fcal conclusion. A bench headed by Chief Justice Sa-
“tish Chandra Sharmaasked the government toclarify
+if theamount of Rs101akh paid to the families of dece-

On October 6, the court had directed the Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA), under whose jurisdic-
tion the incident took place, to pay Rs 10 lakh each as
compensation to the families of the deceased in line

ty of the city govermment. The DDA counsel said on
Friday, Rs 10 lakh compensation has now been paid by
the AAP government to the families of the victims.
The matter willbe heard nexton December15. en
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REGULARISATION,
AMENITIES TOP
ISSUES FLAGGED
BY RESIDENTS OF
UNAUTHORISED
COLONIES INCITY |

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: "We are not consid-
ered a priority_.All we get is prom-
ises,” said Tulsi Kumar, 42, a resi-
dent of the Meera Bagh Jhuggi
Jhopri (slum) cluster in west |
Delhl’s Pashchim Vihar, echoing
concerns raised by residents of
unauthorised colonies in Delhion
Sunday during polling for the
MCD elections.

Kumar said the garbage dumps
in their area keep growing and
alleged he had seen garbage vans

waste from nearby local-
ities at the JJ cluster.

Sanitation, open drains and
rampant mosquito breeding were
some of the major concerns
fagged by voters from unautho-
rised colonies and JJ clusters who
voted on Sunday. j

Balbir Aswal, who also lives in
the Meera Bagh J1 cluster, said
waste has not been lifted in their
area for over a decade. “Tt keeps
accumulating and people either
lifit it themsebves or it s burnt. Peo-
pleare tired of living this way and
wanta change,” he said.

To be sure, government funds
cannot be spent on the develop-
ment of unautharised colontes,
but local agenciés do provide some
hasic amenities such as sanitation
im these pockets.

Awtar Singh, 65, a resident of
Indra Enclave near Chhattarpur,
said he was voting in the hope for
getting  his neighbourhood
cleaned. Kamlesh, 65a differently
abled woter from this unautho-
rized chuster said that she does not
get pension on time, "My pension
is the biggest issue for me. [ also
want better roads W help me com-
mute without secking help from
others,” said Kamlesh whouses a
tricyicle to move around.

Prem (aur, who runs a car
accessories store in Dayalpur in
north-east Dethl, said the central
government had announced that it
hias regulanised unauthoried calo-
nies in Delhi, but the ground real-
ity is different. “Banks still do not

- provide loans on propertes in
unauthorised colonies and these
properties cannot be registered,”
said Gaur, whose family has been

l
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J ahangirpuri voters recall

NEW DELHI
MONDAY
-DECEMBER 05, 2022

violence, demolition drive

Risha Chitlangla -

Tisha rhillangldé-glllll;e‘::;m
NEW DELHI: Nearly elght months
after communal clashes rocked
north-west Delhi's Jahangirpur,
the area's residents came outin
large numbers on Sunday to vote
inthe municipal elections.
Clashes broke out in threc
blocks of Jahangirpuri on April
16, with the Hindu and Muslim
communities blaming each
other for the provocation that
led to the confrontation. Subse-
quently, an anti-eneroachment
drive was condueted by the BIP-
led North Dethl Municipal Cor-
poration (north MCD) on April
20. The demolition drive was
stopped the same day on orders
of the Supreme Court, and
Jahangirpuri has remained by
and large peaceful since then,
Voting for the MCD elections
on Sunday, Jahangirpuri resi-

A

dents said local issues such as
poor sanitation and the state of
roads were among their key con-
cerns, but the impact of the com-
munal clashes and subsequent
encroachment removal drive
will be visible in the election out-
come of the three municipal
wards of Bhalswa, Adarsh Nagar
and Azadpur which were
affected by the events in April.
In Jahangirpuri's C-block,
which has a sizable Muslim pop-
ulation and falls under the Bhal-
swa ward, residents sald the
polls were a straight contest
between the Congress and AAP,
Akibul Ansari, whoworks asa
lumber, said, " People will vote
i?nr a party which they feel will
support them and stand by them
during difficult times, rather
than vote on issues such as sani-
tation, or the condition of roads,”
However, across the road, in
Blocks G and B, which have a siz-

able Hindu population, residents
said the elections would boil |
down to the AAP or the BJP.

Ganesh Kumar Gupta, a resi-
dent of B block, said his juice
shop was demolished by the cor-
poration. “My shop was allotted
by the DDA, but municipal offi-
cers didn't listen to me and
demeolished it,” he said.

According to Gupta, most
vendors alfected by the anti-en-
creachment drive are back
“They are back, as many had a
valid vending licence from the
corporation,” he said, adding
that he reopened his juice shop
in Novemnber.

Ashok Kumar, another resi-
dent. said, "There isa permanent
police booth in the area now.
While the situarion is normal at
present and people don't talk
about the clash, itis there in the
back of everyone's mind. People
will never forget it.”

> ———— ——

living In Dayalpur area for three
decades now.

The Centre regularised 1731 |
unauthorised colonies in Delhi
under the PM-UDAY scheme, ghv- |
ing ownership rights w the resl- |
dents of these areas, While the
central government began the
process to grant rights, the Delhi |
Development Authority (DDA],
the nodal agency for the imple-
mentation of this scheme, had 1o
stop the process in at least 80
unauthorised colondes that fall in
the '(mm}:;fm construction
activity IS filsuil tothe
Master Plan of Mhi-gizhllx

Amarnath Mishra, o social
warker, sad unauthorised colo-
nies have been negleeted by both
the Delhi government and the BIP-
ruled MCD. “Even on polling day,
they did not clean the garbage,"he |
sold pointing to a dump near a
polling booth in Khajuri Khas,
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- Can’t turn blind eye
to the ends of justice
_being bulldozed: HC

New Delhi: Being the consci-
ence-keeper of democracy, the
court cannot turn a blind eye
whentheendsof justicearebe-
ing bulldozed in broad day-
light, Delhi High Court has ob-
served, setting aside an order
cancelling the lease deed of a
charitable hospital built on
publicland.

The HC said it is a travesty
of justice that an institution
contributing to a noble cause
being that of running a chari-
table hospital on public land
and providing sound research
and treatment facilities has be-
enmade tosuffer the rigoursof
cancellation of the lease deed
and vacation of the property

“Law, which should be an
instrument forensuring welfa-
re, is being reduced to a tool of
atrocity in the instant case. Be-
ing a constitutional court and
the conscience-keeper of de-
mocracy, this court cannot
turn a blind eye when the ends
of justice are being bulldozed
in broad daylight,” Justice
Chandra Dhari Singh said.

The institution is impar-
ting the state’s welfare func-
tions and undue harassment
being caused to it will lead to
an anathema of therule of law,
the high court said.

It was hearing an appeal by
Khosla Medical Institute, a so-
ciety which had set up a medi-
cal research centre and hospi-
talin ShalimarBagh, challeng-
ing a trial court judgment up-
holding the 1995 order of Delhi
Development Authority can-
celling its lease deed and direc-
ting to vacate the property and
hand over the possession.

Theauthorities had cancel-
led the lease deed after holding
that the institute had transfer-
red the property to third parti-

HC SAYS

Law, which should be
an instrument for
ensuring welfare, is
being reduced to a tool
of atrocity in the
instant case

es by inducting them as new
members in itand had violated
theterms of thelease deed.

The high court allowed the
institute's appeal against the
trial court’s verdict and aga-
inst the authorities’ decision
to cancel the lease deed, say-
ing, “The order dated Decem-
ber 7, 1995, cancelling/termi-
nating the lease deed of theap-
pellant institute is also set asi-
de, since the finding of the
concerned authority was not
supported or substantiated by
any conclusive document.”

Itsaid in theabsence of evi-
dence substantiating that the
terms of the lease deed were
violated, the basis for cancella-
tion did not survive.

The high court said the tri-
al court also failed to consider
that there was no conclusive
evidence or document on re-
cord to establish that the title
and ownership of the institute
weretransferred toa third par-
ty since there was neither any
conveyance deed, title deed or
any other document to show
that the property, land or the
institute was transferred.

A mere advertisement did
not imply that a sale was con-
cluded by the institute and
even the affidavit of the pro-
perty agent was not verified at
the time of examinationof evi-
dence, itsaid. pu
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LEASE DEED OF A CHARITABLE HOSPITAL BUILT ON PUBLIC LAND

‘It is a travesty of justice’; Court can’t turn blind

eye to ends of justice being bulldozed, says HC

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Being the con-
science-keeper of democracy,
the court cannot turn a blind
eye when the ends of justice
are being bulldozed in broad
daylight, the Delhi High Court
has observed, setting aside an
order cancelling the lease deed
of a charitable hospital built on
public land.

The high court said it is a
travesty of justice that an insti-
tution contributing to a noble
cause being that of running
a charitable hospital on pub-
lic land and providing sound

research and treatment facili-
ties has been made to suffer
the rigours of cancellation of
the lease deed and vacation of
the property.

"Lax-F\lr, ?hich should be an
instrurnent for ensuring wel-
fare, is being reduced to a
tool of atrocity in the instant
case. Being a constitutional
court and the conscience-
keeper of democracy, this
court cannot turn a blind eye
when the ends of justice are
being bulldozed in broad day-
light,” Justice Chandra Dhari
Singh said.

The institution is impart-

— —

ing the state’s welfare func-
tions and undue harassment
being caused to it will lead to
an anathema of the rule of law,
the high court said.

It was hearing an appeal
by Khosla Medical Institute,
a society which had set up a

medical research centre and
hospital in Shalimar Bagh,
challenging a trial court judg-
ment upholding the 1995 order
of Delhi Development Author-
ity cancelling its lease deed and
directing to vacate the property
and hand over the possession.

The authorities had can-
celled the lease deed after
holding that the institute had
transferred the property to
third parties by inducting them
as new members in it and had
violated the terms of the lease
deed.

The high court allowed the
institute’s appeal against the

trial court’s verdictand against
the authorities’ decision to
cancel the lease deed, saying,
“The order dated December 7,
1995, cancelling/terminating
the lease deed of the appellant.
institute is also set aside, since
the finding of the concerned
authority was not supported or
substantiated by any conclusive
document”

It said in the absence of evi-
dence substantiating that the
terms of the lease deed were
violated, the basis for cancella-
tion did not survive.

The high court said the
trial court also failed to con-

sider that there was no con-
clusive evidence or document
on record to establish that
the title and ownership of the
institute were transferred to
a third party since there was
neither any conveyance deed,
title deed or any other docu-
ment to show that the prop-
erty, land or the institute was
transferred.

A mere advertisement did
not imply that a sale was con-
cluded by the institute and
even the affidavit of the prop-
erty agent was not verified at
the time of examination of evi-
dence, it said




